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'Unholy alliance of failed and failing 9 

Aitken rejects 
attack on gun 
sales to Iran 

By Nichoias Wood and Andrew Pierce 


JONATHAN AITKEN ap¬ 
peared last night to have 
survived the latest threat to his 
ministerial career after secur¬ 
ing the support of John Major 
and Conservative backbench¬ 
ers against claims that he was 
involved in supplying arms to 
Iran in the 1980s. 

Challenged in the Com¬ 
mons over suggestions that he 
knew an arms embargo was 
being broken, Mr Aitken ro¬ 
bustly defended his personal 
integrity and denounced his 
chief detractor as a “deposed 
and bitter man". 

He also condemned The 
Independent newspaper for 
pursuing the allegation that as 
a non-executive director of the 
Grantham weapons firm 
BMARC, he had known that 
naval guns sold to Singapore 
were destined for Iran. “What 
we are seeing here is an 
untoly alliance of a failed 
chairman and a failing news¬ 
paper, and it's no reason to 
challenge my integrity or my 
position in this Government," 
Mr Aitken, the Chief Secretary 
to the Treasmy, told MPs. 

His remarks were a direct 
assault on Gerald James, the 
former "chairman of. BMARC 
and its parent company Astra 
Holdings, and indirectly on 
Tim Laxton, the accountant 
whose byline appeared on The 
Independent’s reports. Mr 
Laxton audited the Astra 
Holdings and BMARC ac¬ 
counts while working for the 
London firm Stay Hayward. 

Mr James claimed on Wed¬ 
nesday that it was common 
knowledge among BMARC 
directors that its .guns were 
bound for Iran. He said Mr 
Aitken would have had to 



Aitken: No evidence 
against him. says Major 


have been blind and deaf not 
to have known about the £13 
million export order delivered 
from 1986 to 1989. 

And Mr Laxton denied Iasi 
night that there was any 
conflict of interest between his 
work as an accountant and his 
journalism. “While I am a 
fully paid-up member of the 
Institute of Chartered Accoun¬ 
tants. I don't practise..” he 
said. “1 am trying to forge a 
career as a journalist It is not 
a question of breach -of confi¬ 
dence. The information was in 
the public domain. That fact 
that I worked with the com¬ 
panies and knew the people 
involved had nothing to do* 
with the fact that 1 wrote this 
story." 

Stoy Hayward were criti¬ 
cised by tiie Department of 
Trade and Industry over its 
preparation of the Astra ac¬ 
counts between 1986 and 1989. 
and Mr Laxton left the com¬ 
pany in December 1990. The 
audit firm is now planning to 
take legal advice over whether 
Mr Laxton was in breach of 


the accountants' code of con¬ 
duct. and a complaint is being 
made to the institute of Char¬ 
tered Accountants. Even after 
an employee has left an ac¬ 
countancy company, he is 
bound by an oath of confiden¬ 
tiality unless he can prove it is 
in the public interest to dis¬ 
close confidential information. 

Mr James has claimed that 
there is documentary evidence 
in company minutes that Mr 
Auhken attended a crucial 
board meeting in 1988 when 
“Project Lisi" was discussed. 
Mr James was supported yes¬ 
terday by John Anderson, 
another former director of 
BMARC. which went into 
receivership in 1992. He said: 
“It beggars belief that a man 
like Jonathan Aitken, with 
such expert knowledge of 
arms and the Middle East 
could claim to be in the dark 
about the destination. He 
must be nasive or not the 
expert he is cracked up to be." 

But four other former direc¬ 
tors have backed Mr Aitken !s 
version of events and he was 
boosted yesterday by private 
messages of support from 
former BMARC employees. 
Major-General Donald Isles, 
who was in charge of Project 
Lisi, said: "He would not have 
known the arms were going to 
Iran. That magic word Iran 
was never used around the 
boardroom table." Astra's for¬ 
mer group finance director, 
James Miller, agreed. “Iran 
was never mentioned." he 
said. “I don't think that Jona¬ 
than Aitken, an alleged multi¬ 
millionaire. would risk his 
.' Continues on page 2, col 6 
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A nurse getting her message across outside Great Ormond Street hospital, London 


Mass demos over NHS pay 


By Jeremy Laurance 
’ and Alice Thomson 

NURSES, midwives, ambu¬ 
lancemen and ancillary work¬ 
ers were among tens of 
thousands of NHS workers at 
more than 400 demonstra¬ 
tions around the country yes¬ 
terday, protesting over their 
proposed pay rises. 

They were calling for a 3 
per cent across-the-board rise 
rather than the 1 per cent 


recommended by the Pay 
Review Body, with trusts ne¬ 
gotiating up to 3 per cent 
locally. In Winchester 300 
nurses marched through the 
town centre, and in Ilford. 
Essex, 200district nurses were 
led by a Scottish piper. Virgin¬ 
ia Botlomley’s country home 
in Surrey was targeted by 
NHS staff, who travelled 
from London to post their pay, 
demand through the Health 
Secretary’s letter box. The 


Royal College of Nursing 
described the demonstrations 
as “carnival-like", but said 
that nurses fdt “ground 
down”. 

In the House iff Commons 
John Major defended the pay 
offer as “scrupulously wT. 
telling MPs that the Govern¬ 
ment had. provided extra 
money for the NHS to meet 
die increases. 
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Major supports 
Canada on fish 
and widens 
EU controversy 

By Philip Webster and Wolfgang Munchau 


JOHN MAJOR risked a dash 
with the European Union 
yesterday by skiing with Can¬ 
ada in its increasingly bitter 
fish dispute with Spain. The 
Prime Minister appeared to 
depart from the Government's 
position of neutrality between 
Europe and the Common¬ 
wealth by publicly backing 
Canada's tough action against 
Spanish trawlers. 

Britain’s diplomatic breach 
with Spain widened as British 
officials in Brussels blocked 
retaliatory action against the 
Canadians. At the same time a 
new threat by EU ambassa¬ 
dors of sanctions against Can¬ 
ada seemed to be undermined 
by Mr Majors dear indica¬ 
tion that Britain would veto 
such a move. 

Mr Major's remarks 
pleased Conservative MPs, 
who have been pressing him 
to put Commonwealth ties 
before EU responsibilities. 
But he balanced his remarks 
by emphasising the need to 
reach agreement over quotas, 
and wanting Canada not to 
undermine its “good case". He 
was referring to the Canadian 
action of cutting trawler nets, 
criticised by William Walde- 
grave. the Agriculture Minis¬ 
ter. as dangerous. 

His intervention came amid 
signs of progress in the negoti¬ 
ations between -the EU and. 
Canada After yesterday’s 
meeting in Brussels of EU 
ambassadors the European 
Commission said progress 
was being made, and Spain’s 
ambassador to the EU. Javier 
Elorza, said: “Canada has 
changed tactics. It seems they 
want to negotiate seriously." 

British ministers believe 
that a solution is within reach 
on enforcement and the size of 
catches, provided that both 
sides negotiate sensibly and 
avoid provocative statements. 

The EU ambassadors sent a 
stiffly worded letter to Ottawa, 
including the threat of new 


sanctions. It accused the Ca¬ 
nadians of failing to observe 
the “behaviour of responsible 
states” by pursuing unilateral 
action outside the internation¬ 
ally recognised 200-mile Limit. 
In response to the latest dash 
between Canadian patrol 
boats and a Spanish fishing 
vessel in the Great Banks, the 
Commission wrote: "Any rep¬ 
etition of unilateral action by 
Canada would be bound to 
have consequences for the 
relations between the Euro¬ 
pean Union and Canada likely 
to extend beyond fisheries." 

Senor Elorza voiced anger 
over the failure to impose 
sanctions and Britain's stance. 
“Spain will ask for the imme¬ 
diate application of sanctions 
if Canada repeats its aggres¬ 
sion." he said, c laimin g that 
the EU could embark on 
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sanctions as early as this 
weekend. 

The Eli's letter also con¬ 
tained allegations that the 
Canadian authorities may 
have provided false evidence 
in their investigation of the 
Spanish trawler Estai. whose 
capture earlier this month 
triggered the dispute. 

In the Commons however. 
Mr Major said he understood 
and shared the desire of 
Canada to preserve fish 
stocks. “I believe Canada is- 
quite right to take a tough line 
ot enforcement But 1 hope 
she does not undermine her 
good case. There have been 
discussion about trade sanc¬ 
tions. We have made it dear 
we would strongly oppose the 
imposition of trade sanctions." 

In Brussels, the sanctions 
plan foundered on British 
opposition and fears that sanc¬ 
tions could damage relations 
with a country that is a dose 
friend of Europe. 
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Water firm repays 
£90m to customers 


By Eric Reguly 


PRIVATISED water com¬ 
panies came under strong, 
pressure last night to offer 
customers better prices after 
North West Water confirmed 
that it was giving £90 million 
back to its customers. 

■ Most of the ten large 
privatised companies said 
they had no plans, however, to 
follow 'North West, whose 
rebate will give customers 
£6.50 a year for five years: it is 
also to offeF shareholders a 
special dividend of 3.8p net 
over the next five years. The 
company will also launch a 
£ 180-million investment pro¬ 
gramme to cure problems 
such as low pressure and 
sewer flooding. Yorkshire 
Water said it would unveil a 
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similar package by early June. 
The value of the rebates, 
special dividend and invest¬ 
ment is expected to be at least 
El 50 million. 

North West is the first of the 
companies to act to defied 
mounting criticism of the fail¬ 
ure of utilities to pass on to the 
public the benefits of privati¬ 
sation. Its move follows the 
debacle in the electricity in¬ 
dustry caused by Trafalgar's 
bid . for Northern Electric, 
including the promise of spe¬ 
cial dividends to Northern's 
shareholders, which was fol¬ 
lowed by intervention by the 
industry regulator to tighten 
price controls. 

North West will pay the first 
E6.50 rebate in June, but has 
not decided what form ji will 
take. The company said al¬ 
most half of its customers 
would see a fall in their annual 
bill or an increase below the 
rate of inflation. Those who 
move out of North West’s 
region win be sent a rebate at 
their new address.- 

Business News, page 21 
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Sterling lifts on 
Bundesbank cut 

By Janet Bush, economics correspondent 


THE Bundesbank stunned the 
financial markets yesterday 
by cutting interest rates. As a 
result, the dollar gained more 
than three pfennigs against 
the mark, and sterling jumped 
more than five pfennigs before 
settling with a gain of three 
pfennigs at the dose. 

On the stock market the 
FTSE 100 index dosed 33.9 
points higher at 3.176-2. 

The interest rate cut was 
widely seen as an attempt to 
ease severe tensions in the 
exchange-rate mechanism. 

The Bundesbank cut its key 
discount rate from 4 5 per cent 
to 4 per cent, and a key money 
market rate by 0.35 per cent 

The bank's move could not 
have been more unexpected. 
For weeks a clutch of Euro¬ 
pean currendes. including the 
pound, have hit record lows 
' against the mark. So severe 
has the rout on the currency 
markets been that there were 
even rumours, hotly denied, 
that Spain for erne may have to 
leave the ERM. 

The Bundesbank had an op¬ 
portunity to move rates two 


weeks ago. when currency tur¬ 
moil was at its height but 
chose not to. This week the US 
Federal Reserve decided not to 
increase American rates de¬ 
spite the dollar’s severe trou¬ 
bles. It was assumed that if the 
Fed was not prepared to 
defend its own currency the 
Bundesbank' would not oblige. 

George Magnus, chief econ-. 
omist at S.G. Warburg, said 
that yesterday's action was 
designed less to help the dollar 
than to provide a temporary 
lifeline to the ERM. The 
German move would proba¬ 
bly have little impact on 
British interest rates, he 
added. 

The pound's recent weak¬ 
ness has been cause for some 
concern at the Bank of Eng¬ 
land because it raises prices 
for imports. Kenneth Clarke, 
the Chancellor, and Eddie 
George, Governor of the Bank 
of England, hold their regular 
monthly meeting to discuss 
rates next Wednesday. 

Business TMews, page 21 

Market Report, page 22 


Pobls firms 
score a 
£45m boost 

The Government, will today 
announce a £45 milli on bonus 
to the football pool companies 
to try to compensate for the 
effect of tiie National Lottery: 
the pools betting levy will be 
cot torn 373 per cent to 315. 

The move follows an esti¬ 
mated 15 per cent loss of 
revenue by Liffiewoods. Ver¬ 
nons and Zeners since the 
lottery launch in November. 
The concession will be intro¬ 
duced as a Clause to the 
Finance Bill, which is expected 
to complete its Commons 
stages by Wednesday. 

Charities lose £71 m. page 6 
Unicorn saved, page 29 

‘Spin twin’Tony 
Lock dies at 65 

Tony Lock, who took 174 wic¬ 
kets for En gland, died at 
home in Western Australia 
yesterday. He was 65. One of 
England's “spin twins” with 
Jim Laker, was on peak form 
in the 1950s, when Surrey won 
the county championship sev¬ 
en successive times. Last 
month he was cleared of child 
sex charges in Perth-Page 35 
Obituary, page 19 


EU rejects scheme to replace British hallmarks 


From Wolfgang MOnchau 

IN BRUSSELS . ' 

BRITAIN yesterday succeeded in 
persuading the European Union to 
rejoet a German-led attempt to replace 
the centuries-old British system of 
hallmarking gold and silver with a 
system of* self-certification by 
manufacturers. . 

Earf Ferrers, the Consumer Affairs 
Minister, rejected an EU directive to 
harmonise Europe's differing systems 
of hallmarking as “unacceptable". He 


told a meeting in Brussels that 700 years 
Britain's high standards of hall- guarantor of quality, 
marking, considered the toughest in jewellery must also pass through the 


ago as an independent 
of quality. All imported 


Europe, would have been jeopardised 
if die directive had been approved. 
Several consumer ministers from oth¬ 
er member states complained that 
Britain’s system was too bureaucratic 
and-tzonecessaiy, but Ireland, Hol¬ 
land, Portugal and Austria supported 
Britain. - 

The Assay Offices, which are re-* 
sponsible Tor hallmarking jew^leiy 
manufactured in Britain, was set up 


Assay Office for inspection and stamp¬ 
ing before it can be sold, although the 
European Court of Justice ruled last 
September that equivalent hallmarks 
from other countries could be allowed 
under certain circumstances. 

Earl Ferrers said later “Hallmarks 
are a great form of consuingr protec¬ 
tion. Anything less is unacceptable." 
Draft legislation which sought to 
bridge foe gap between Britain’s 


Assay Offices and German industry- 
based standards would have “under¬ 
mined" the British system. 

“The fact is that Germany’s stan¬ 
dards are too low for us and ours are 
too high for Germany. In common 
parlance we are between a rock and a 
hard place." 

“1 made it dear foe UK wants to 
retain the high level of consumer 
protection we have established." The 
prospects of agreement when the 
ministers next discuss the issue in the 
autumn are not good. 
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Jeff softens up the rebels for a kicking from Mutt 



Clarke: the hard man 


THE Commons yesterday 
saw two escapes, a sad case of 
sounrffcifus iriremipfus. and a 
slight mugging- The Chancel¬ 
lor mugged some Euro-rebels, 
Tony Blair was interrupted in 
mid-soundbite, and Jonathan 
Aitken and Greville Janner 
got dean away. 

To the Chancellor first. The 
Tory Whips are hoping to 
break the Rebel Nine, force 
them to tum Queen’s evi¬ 
dence. and corral them lack 
into the Tory fold. One police 
technique is called the “Mutt 
and Jeff" or “hard man. soft 
man" method. The soft man, 
Jeff, enters the cell, assures 
the prisoner he’s on his side, 
but warns that his colleague 
Mutt breaks arms. Mutt kicks 
open the door, roughs the 
prisoner up and departs. Jeff 


returns, offers a cigarette and 
suggests the prisoner come 
half way. to forestall Mutt's 
return. 

In this drama, Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
is playing Jeff, and Clarke is 
playing the hard man. The 
Nine have had a friendly 
meeting with Jeff, himself a 
Euro-sceptic. Mutt Clarke has 
rebuffed them, refusing even 
to speak to them. 

Yesterday at Treasury 
Questions he kicked Tony 
Marlow (Whipless. North-, 
ampton N) in the shins. 
Marlow suggested Britain 
was better outside a single 
currency. 

Wouldnt the Chancellor at 
least see him to discuss it? “Is 
his door open?" Garke point¬ 
edly refusal to say Yes. and 
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sharply rebuffed Marlow's 
view. Then he cuffed Nicholas 
Budgen (Whipless, Wolver¬ 
hampton SW] round the ear 
for suggesting the ERM had 
been bad for Britain. "A 
myth." barked Mutt. 

Next for both bruised 
rebels, comes a glass of co¬ 
gnac with sympathetic Mr 
Howard. 

And now to Mr Blair's little 
personal problem. His sound¬ 
bites are not coming as they 
should. 

Ideally, a Commons ex¬ 
change should build gradual¬ 
ly. climaxing in a soundbite. 


But on Tuesday, during an 
exchange about rail privatisa¬ 
tion, Mr Blair’s soundbite 
came too early, half way 
through his second question 
when nobody was expecting it 
and before cameras and note¬ 
books were ready. 

He withdrew in confusion, 
abandoning his third ques¬ 
tion. 

Yesterday, maybe due to 
anxiety, the soundbite didn't 
come at all: or, rather, it was 
just beginning (during an 
exchange about nurses’" pay) 
when he was interrupted. 
Some Tory shouted “Come on 


Forrest!” (or was it “Come on 
Forest" from a Nottingham 
MP?). and by the time Miss 
Boothroyd had calmed every¬ 
one down the soundbite was 
ruined and Blair nevertried ro 
get it going again. His third 
question was depressmgly 
limp: post- (not to say anti-) 
climactic. 

Next; to Mr Janner’s es¬ 
cape. Greville Janner (Lab, 
Leicester W) has been under 
fire (as chairman of the select 
committee looking into fat 
cars* pay) for himself running 
a company advising far cats 
on PR. He rose yesterday to 
question Major. A dozen Tory 
yobs filled their lungs to 
heckle. There was an expec¬ 
tant pause. 

Janner started. The heckles 
were half way up the yobs’ 


throats when, to their horror, 
the word “Belsen" appeared 
in Janner’s first sentenoe. He 
was deploring racist thugs in 
Leicester. 

You can’t boo a man who’s 
jusr said Belsen. You could 
almost hear the yobs’ cheated 
sigh. The old fox had got away 
— again. 

And finally to Jonathan 
Aitken’s break-out, reported 
elsewhere in The Times. It 
was assured, persuasive and 
sharp. 

Labour’s Andrew Smith 
was ill-advised ro give the 
Chief Secretary his "in” cue. 
Victor of the hour, Aitken 
stood there, the ground firm¬ 
ing beneath his feet as he 
spoke, and the glass ceiling 
sliding silently into place 
above his head. 


Shephard frees 
grant schools to 
take bank loans 

By Ben Preston, education correspondent 


GRANT-maintained schools 
will be free to borrow money 
on the commercial market 
under plans unveiled last 
night by Gillian Shephard. 

The Education Secretary 
disclosed that more than 1.000 
state schools which have opted 
out of local authority control 
will be given the right to 
borrow from the banks in an 
initiative to boost the flow of 
private capital into the public 
sector. The proposal, pan of 
the Government’s legislative 
programme in the next Parlia¬ 
ment. will give ministers the 
opportunity to turn the spot¬ 
light on to Labour divisions 
over opting out after the 
derision by Tony Blair, the 
party leader, to send his son to 
a grant-maintained school. 

Mrs Shephard said in a 
Commons written reply: “This 
measure opens the way for 
increased business investment 
in schools.” She added: “Local 
Education Authorities can al¬ 
ready, within limits, borrow 
commercially and fund their 
school capital programmes 
from a mix of capital receipts, 
revenue monies and borrow¬ 
ing. Grant-maintained 
schools are at present almost 
entirely dependent on central 
Government grants." 

Mrs Shephard said grant- 
maintained schools “have 
demonstrated that they are 
able to manage their own 
budgets effectively and it is 
right that they should be able 
to benefit from the flexibility 


such legislation will bring. 
Vital school assets must of 
course be protected." 

At present grant-main¬ 
tained schools cannot borrow 
cash from the commercial 
market or be granted any 
mortgage, charge or other 
security over their properly. 
Loans by the Funding Agency 
for Schools, the Government 
quango which distributes 
grants, are available only in 
limited circumstances. 

David BIunketL the Shadow 
Education Secretary, said 
such arrangements should en¬ 
sure that all schools were 
treated equally. “We have 
been studying how public/ 
private partnerships could 
help finance capital projects 
for ail schools, and we are 
continuing that investigation.” 



Shephard: unveiled plans 


he said. Ministers are still 
working on details of how 
their plans might work in 
practice. They are attempting 
to draw up tight guidelines 
which would minimise the 
risk of schools forfeiting build¬ 
ings or other assets if they 
were to default on a loan. 

Supporters argue that the 
proposals would, for example, 
allow a school to take out a 
loan to build a leisure centre 
or swimming pool and to pay 
it back by charging entrance 
fees to the public outside 
school hours. However, senior 
figures in the Funding Agency 
for Schools remain sceptical 
that the proposals would 
bring a substantial influx of 
private capital into schools. 
One member of the agency's 
board with a private sector 
background maintains that 
few commercial organisations 
regard state schools as a rich 
seam of financial opportunity. 

Universities have already 
been encouraged to raise 
money for capital develop¬ 
ments from private sources. 
Lancaster University an¬ 
nounced last week that it had 
raised £35 million after 
launching itself on the bond 
and gilts market to pay for 
new halls of residence for 
students. It will also use the 
money to build a graduate 
school. Some 18 other universi¬ 
ties plan to follow Lancaster's 
example. 
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Major to 
fight for 
middle 
class 
votes 

By Nicholas Wood 
and Philip Webster 

JOHN MAJOR will today 
launch a media blitz aimed at 
wooing Middle England back 
to the Tory fold. 

Amid opinion polls indicat¬ 
ing that the middle classes are 
defecting to Tony Blairs mod¬ 
erate new Labour Party, the 
Prime Minister will mount a 
political fightback centred 
around one of the biggest 
annual gatherings of his party 
faithful. 

His keynote speech to the 
Conservative Central Council 
in Birmingham on Saturday 
will be sandwiched between 
high-profile television appear¬ 
ances in which he will seek to 
rebuild bridges with disaffect¬ 
ed Tory voters. 

Mr Major's message to the 
conference, to be staged under 
the slogan “Real Values. Real 
Value”, will be that despite the 
difficulties of the past few 
years, only the Conservatives 
can deliver their yearning for 
a strong nation founded on 
free enterprise, a minimum of 
government interference in 
their lives and a tough ap¬ 
proach to crime. 

This morning, ai the BBC’s 
Pebble Mill studio, he will 
settle down on the sofa for 
Good Morning with Anne 
and Nick , then don the head¬ 
sets of Radio WM for a phone- 
in with the not-so-silent 
majority of Britain’s second 
dty. 

Twenty four hours after 
delivering his speech to more 
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John Humphrys arriving for work on Radio 4's Today programme yesterday for the 
First time since the Tories launched their attack on BBC interviewers last week 


than 1.000 of the party's most 
senior activists on Saturday. 
Mr Major will be back at 
Downing Street recording an 
interview with Panorama to 
be transmitted on Monday. 

Labour has urged the BBC 
to abandon the 40-minute 
encounter, which goes out 
three days before the Scottish 
local elections, and replace it 


with a programme giving 
equal billing to all the major 
political leaders. The corpora¬ 
tion. however, justified the 
interview yesterday as “a ma¬ 
jor news story at a critical 
time". 

Jeremy Hanley, the belea¬ 
guered parry chairman, will 
open the conference this after¬ 
noon with an attack on Tony 


Blair's claim that Labour 
speaks for the moderate ma¬ 
jority. He will be followed at 
the two-day conference by, 
among others. Michael 
Heseltine, Kenneth Clarke 
and Michael Portillo — all 
potential future Tory leaders 
— and Michael Howard. Bri¬ 
an Mawhinney. and John 
Gummer. 


Reservists to gain bigger role in peacekeeping and war zones 


By Michael Evans 
defence correspondent 

BRITAIN'S 64,000 pan-time reserv¬ 
ists are to be given an expanded role 
that will involve them in peacekeep¬ 
ing operations and more rapid 
deployment to war zones. 

Under a draft Reserve Forces Bill, 
published yesterday, members of 
the Territorial Army and other 
Service reservists will also be enti¬ 
tled to payments from the Ministry 
of Defence to make up for loss of 
wages if they are called up. 

Employers will also be compen¬ 


sated for being deprived of staff who 
are reservists during a military 
emergency or peacekeeping 
mission. 

The legislation will affect 59,000 
members of the TA, 1.000 Royal 
Marine reservists. 2^00 Royal 
Navy reservists and 1,500 RAF 
reservists. 

Under a radical shake-up intend¬ 
ed to give foe reserves more 
involvement alongside the regular 
forces, the part-timers will become 
eligible for rapid call-up. During the 
Gulf War, the call-out laws limited 
the number of reservists who could 


be deployed to only a few hundred. 
Two new categories of reservists 
would be formed: “high readiness 
reserves", up to 5.000-strong with 
‘special skills that are in short supply 
in regular units, such as medics and 
linguists; and “sponsored reserves” 
to carry out support tasks currently 
done by regular forces. 

The high readiness reserve will 
consist of 3.000 to 5,000 men and 
women who sign up for 12 months' 
service to be deployed at a moment’s 
notice. The sponsored reserve 
would allow the military to privatise 
more support tasks and release 


regular troops for frontline duties. 

Malcolm Rifkind, the Defence 
Secretary, said the proposed 
changes would not lead to further 
cuts in the regular forces. 

Under toe proposals to compen¬ 
sate reservists who are called up. toe 
MoD will make up the difference 
between a part-timer’s military pay 
and his civilian earnings. Arrange¬ 
ments will also be made for self- 
employed reservists and those who 
are members of partnerships. The 
legislation also allows for reservists 
to exempt themselves from call-up. 

Mr Rifkind said ir was impossible 


at this stage ro estimate what toe 
cost might be of paying the extra 
money to reservists called up for 
war or peacekeeping missions. He 
said: “We are very enthusiastic 
about seeing our reserve forces not 
simply as an add-on to the regular 
forces but as an integral part of the 
armed forces of the UK." 

Mr Rifkind said toe legislation 
reflected toe increase in humanitar¬ 
ian operations now carried out by 
Britain’s armed forces. About 50 
reservists, mainly Serbo-Croat 
speakers, are involved in United 
Nations operations in Bosnia. 


□ Training for senior officers in the 
Armed Forces is to be concentrated 
at the Joint Service Command and 
Staff College at Camberley in 
Surrey. Nicholas Soames. the 
Armed Forces Minister, confirmed. 

In a Commons written reply he 
said he was standing by toe 
proposal in last year’s Frontline 
First review of the support services 
to concentrate tri-service senior 
officer training at Camberley. The 
RAF college at Bracknell in Berk¬ 
shire and toe Royal Naval college at 
Greenwich, southeast London, will 
be closed. 


FINAL EXECUTION OF A DRASTIC 

Unreserved 
Disposal Auction 


of 120 BALES CONSISTING OF 

PERSIAN, ISLAMIC AND 
ORIENTAL CARPETS, RUGS, 
RUNNERS AND KELLIMS 

By order of Trustee acting for the Export Promotion 
Division of the Iranian Chamber of Commerce 
to defray toe losses incurred due to the 
closure of a major European outlet. 

ON 

Sat 1 Apr 1995 at 3 pm (View from 2 pm) at 
SHERATON PARK TOWER 101 Knightsbridge 
London SW1 


ALSO 


Sun 2 Apr 1995 at 11 am (View from 10 am) at 
FARNHAM MALTINGS CENTRE Bridge Square 
Famham, Surrey 


ALSO 


Sun 2 Apr 1995 at 5 pm (View from 4 pm) at 
‘ THE THAMES HOTEL Ray Mead Road 
( Maidenhead, Berkshire 

Inventory bieJudes old antique and contempaiy Persian and otter eastern hand 
towHad pfe and flat weave nigs wiffi wool end sU< of outsorting men! and quaflty. 


M. Shotai and Asuettes UL 


TetdlSI 2C21513 


£700m rail safety 
system dropped 

By Jonathan Prynn, transport correspondent 

THE Government has aban¬ 
doned plans to fit a E700 
million high-tech railway safe¬ 
ty system recommended by 
toe Clapham rail crash inqui¬ 
ry because it is too expensive. 

Brian Mawhinney. toe 
Transport Secretary, an¬ 
nounced in toe Commons that 
installing the in-cab system, 
known as automatic train 
protection (ATP), throughout 
toe rail network could not be 
justified “because the costs far 
outweigh toe benefits”. 

The system reduces toe risk 
of accidents by warning train 
drivers when they have passed 
a red signal or when they are 
exceeding speed limits. If toe 
warning is ignored the brakes 
are applied automatically. 

The Government said yes¬ 
terday that the system would 
cost £14 million for every life it 
saved and was already being 
overtaken by more advanced 
technology. 

Dr Mawhinney was imm¬ 
ediately accused of reneging 
on previous government 
pledges and putting the safety 
of passengers at risk through 
cost-cutting in toe run-up to 
rail privatisation. 

Michael Meaeher, the 
Shadow Transport Secretary, 
said: “The Government has 

- ITT i -^ 


gone back on an unequivocal 
commitment to introduce ATP 
after toe Oapham crash and. 
more importantly, not sug¬ 
gested an alternative. It has 
already spent over £1.2 billion 
on privatisation. For half that 
sum it could have had ATT." 

Sir Anthony Hidden recom¬ 
mended the introduction of 
the system after his inquiry 
into toe 1988 Oapham rail 
crash, in which 38 people died. 
The Railway Inspectorate has 
also recommended its installa¬ 
tion after each of the four main 
fatal rail crashes since. 

Cecil Parkinson, the Trans¬ 
port Secretary at toe time of 
Oapham, (old MPs that “fi¬ 
nancial considerations would 
not stand in the way" of 
implementing ATP. However, 
two pilot schemes since then 
have shown the costs to be far 
higher than originally esti¬ 
mated and toe Transport De¬ 
partment has come under 
Treasury pressure to justify a 
national scheme. 

An advanced form of ATP is 
still likely to be introduced on 
toe Channel Tunnel “high¬ 
speed rail link and on track 
upgrading projects'such as toe 
West Coast Main Line. It will, 
also be included in the Heath¬ 
row Express link. 


Benefits 
reform 
‘puts staff 
in danger’ 

By James Landale 

CIVIL servants working in 
jobcentres face greater risk 
of assault when govern¬ 
ment reforms to the benefit 
system are introduced, a 
leaked Whitehall report 
said yesterday. 

The jobseeker's allow¬ 
ance. which will replace 
unemployment benefit and 
income support in April 
next year, wifi be unpopular 
and action should be taken 
to protect staff, the Employ¬ 
ment Service report said. 
The Employment . Depart¬ 
ment said yesterday that 
extra measures would be 
taken to ensure staff safety. 
The number of physical and 
verbal assaults in job- 
centres has risen from 1,209 
in 1989 to L445 in 1993. 

Alan Mflbum, Labour 
MP for Darlington, who 
obtained the report said 
that the allowance would 
turn jobcentres into for¬ 
tresses. “Ministers have de¬ 
liberately ignored warnings 
about threats to the safety of 
staff confronted by the fury 
of claimants faring benefit 
cuts.” he said. « 


Aitken defence 


Continued from page 1 
parliamentary career for a 
£10.000 salary he got from 
us." 

Mr Aitken got further back¬ 
ing from the Prime Minister in 
the Commons yesterday when 
a Lazsbour MP asked if Mr 
Aitken was a fit and proper 
person to serve in the Cabinet. 
Mr Major retorted: “He has 
made his position absolutely 
clear. No evidence has been 
found to counter that either 
by The independent news¬ 
paper or by anybody else." 

Earlier, during Treasury 
questions, the Labour 

frontbencher Andrew Smith 

askfid Mr Aitken if he believed 
he had toe confidence of toe 
country. He replied: “Yes I do. 
And I believe so because the 
facts are .clear.” There was no 
indication either at board 
meetings or documents lo 
suggest that BMARC’s legiti¬ 
mate contract with Singapore 
might result in components 
going to Iran. 

“My view of these matters 
has now been publicly sup¬ 
ported by four former direc¬ 
tors — including General 
Isles, who was responsible for 
the contract, and the former 
managing director — so toe 
deposed and bitter chairman 
is now isolated on his own in 
making irresponsible 
comments" 

Mr Aitken was confident 
last night that the controversy 
had made him stronger not 


weaker, saying he had been 
sure toe Commons would 
accept his version of events 
seven years ago when he was a 
backbencher. 

Mr Aitken’s position was 
further boosted yesterday 
when it was disclosed that the 
Scott inquiry into arms sales 
to Iraq would not be investi¬ 
gating him. The inquiry has 
already looked at Project Lisi 
and ruled it was outside its 
remit papers supplied by Mr 
Aitken had not changed that 
view. 

The receivers Coopers & 
Lybrand were, however, en¬ 
raged that minutes of toe 
board meetings attended by 
Mr Aitken had been leaked. 
The firm said it had provided 
copies to Mr James to assist 
his defence against possible 
disqualification as a director. 
But Mr Laxton had also 
obtained copies. Mr James 
said last night: “I don't know 
where he got them from. He 
was toe first to telephone me 
about Mr Aitken’s 
involvement." 

Ian Hargreaves. Editor of 
The independent, said he 
could not comment on where 
the documents came from. 
“The story came from several 
sources, including Tim Lax- 
ton." He has worked for us on 
stories before; we have been 
working with him on this 
story before." 

Potitics. page 7 


Rules on 
roadside 
signs to be 
relaxed 

The Department of Trans¬ 
port announced yesterday 
that it intended to widen the 
definition of businesses 
allowed to publicise their 
facilities on local roads. John 
Watts, Minister for Railways 
and Roads, said “all reason¬ 
able requests for signs will 
normally be met”. 

At present tourist attrac¬ 
tions can apply to erect a sign 
only if they attract a certain 
number or visitors and have 
been approved by a regional 
tourist board. 

However, the Automobile 
Association said loo many 
signs would distract drivers 
and cause accidents. Country¬ 
side campaigners expressed 
concern at the prospect of 
signs spoiling lanes and 
villages. 

Former MP dies 

Sir Charles Irving, the for¬ 
mer Toiy MP for Chelten¬ 
ham. died yesterday alter a 
long illness. Hie 71-yearold 
bachelor was a founder of toe 
Gloucestershire Aids Trust. 

His death comes six weeks 
before the trial of Dr Clive. 
Froggatt a G P and one of Sir 
Charles’s dose political asso¬ 
ciates, on charges of supply¬ 
ing heroin. 

Obituaries, page 19 

Kirov top of bill 

The Kirov Opera is expected 
to be the star attraction of the 
1995 Edinburgh Internation¬ 
al FestivaL All 275 members 
are travelling to Scotland to 
perform three operas, includ¬ 
ing a concert performance of. . 
Glinka’s Russian and. Lud¬ 
mila. Sir Charles Mackerras 
will be conducting Mozart’s 
Don Giovanni The festival 
runs from August 13 to Sep¬ 
tember!. 

Shop murder 

A 75yearokl man was beaten 
to death in the small shop he 
had run for more than 40 
years near Coleraine, Co 
Londonderry. MatMcLester. 
a widower, had his hands tied 
behind his bade before bring 
struck about the head. Hs 
body was found by a bread 
delivery man yesterday morn¬ 
ing. Police said that he had 
been attacked during die ,, 

«.• ' < 

Bus deaths fine 

The driver of a doubledricker 
bns which hit a low railway 
bridge in Glasgow, killing 
three Guides and two of their 
leaders, was fined £750 for %. 
careless driving. Campbell 1 > 
Devtin, of Cathcart, had 
been following a car driven 
by another Guide leader. He , 
was cleared last week at 
Glasgow Sheriff Court df 
causing the five deaths by. 
dangerous driving 

Jail forecast < 

The number* of prisoners in . 
jails in England and Wales is 
expected to rise from 5L569 to 
56,000 by, 2002, according to 
government figures. The 
adult male sentenced popula¬ 
tion will reach 31,600, sen- 
fenced young male offenders. - 
7,000 and the remand popu- . 
lation 15,400. The Prison - 
Service may use ■ military 
camps and floating barges if 
the figures rise still further. . g. 

Triple death fine ; ; 

An .inexperienced minibus 
driver was fined £200 yester- •: . 
day by Harrogate magis¬ 
trates after a total accident 
tost May in which two cub 
scouts and a scout master t 
were killed. Michael Hoi- 
Safe, 53, admitted careless J 
driving. The hired minihudS ~ 
was carrying a party of cubs 
when it hit a coach carrying 
Army cadets on die A59 in 

North Yorkshire. 

Car walkout 

Ihe chairman of the Ram- 
Wers’ Association has re- . 
Signed in protest at an .' 
attempt to"strike a sponsor-.. ' 
ship deal with a car maker. 

Alan Howard said he could 
not agree with supporting a 
mode of transport that •; 
caused such environmental 
damage and killed and - 
maimed thousands of people , 
each year. The British spons- - * 
orship deal fell through. 
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British 
fugitive 
suspected 
of sixth 


killing 


By Michael Horsnell 
and Stewart TEndler 


TWO missing Britons are now- 
feared to be among the victims 
of a serial killer who has 
struck in three countries, ac¬ 
cording to police in Singapore, 
who named John Scripps. an 
escaped British prisoner, as 
prime suspect. 

The dismembered bodies of 
two Canadians, an American 
and a South African have 
already been identified. 

Police holding Scripps. 35. 
from Letch worth, Hertford¬ 
shire. in a psychiatric unit at 
Changi prison said they were 
concerned for the safety of 
WiQiam Shaded, a London 
accountant, only 24 hours 
after listing the disappearance 
of Timothy McDowaU. 23. a 
financial consultant. 

Missing-persons reports on 
the two men, who are both 
from south London but under¬ 
stood not to have been ac¬ 
quainted. have been filed with 
Mexican federal police. 

Mr Shakel, who had been 
on holiday in the Mexican 
town of Cancun. has not been 
heard of since travellers* 
cheques worth £4,000 were 
cashed thereon the same day. 
Scripps. a convicted chug 
smuggler, was said by police 
to have been in Cannin during 
the same week. He is being 
held on a murder charge 
concerning the death of Ger¬ 
ard Lowe, 32, a South African 
chemical engineer whose body 
was dismembered and thrown 
into Singapore harbour. Mr 
McDowaU. a graduate of 
Trinity College. Cambridge, 
disappeared in Januaiy while 
on an extended holiday to 
America and Mexico. 

Parts of bodies discovered 
on the Thai island of Phuket 
have been identified as be¬ 
longing to a Canadian tourist. 
Sheila Damude, 49. and her 
son Dario, 23. Their pass¬ 
ports and credit cards had al¬ 
legedly been found on Scripps. 

Police in San Francisco also 
want to talk to him about die 
murder of a homosexual 
whose remains were found in 
the city last year. 

Scripps absconded from 
The Mount Prison in Hert¬ 
fordshire last October after 
serving half of a i&year sen¬ 
tence for 


tence for smuggling heroin. 


Park Lane drug dealers flew 
Concorde to build an empire 


By Stewart Tendler. crime correspondent 


SENIOR members of the 
world's largest crack cocaine 
ring, who used a Park Lane 
apartment as a base and flew 
on Concorde posing as busi¬ 
ness executives, were convict¬ 
ed yesterday of planning io 
flood Britain with the drug. 

Southwark Crown Court 
was told that the gang leaders 
kepr apartments in Mayfair 
and New York and shopped 
with platinum credit cards. 

When police struck they 
found 55kg of crack cocaine 
worth over El million at the 
luxury apartment in Park 
Lane, central London. The 
drug had been processed in 
microwave ovens and laid out 
in slabs to dry on an antique 
writing table in the master 
bedroom, it was the biggest 
recorded single crack cocaine 
find by any police force in the 
world. 

Police believe a further 
lfUkg of crack had passed 
through the hands of the gang, 
led by a group of Ghanaians. 



Andre N'Guessan 



Charles Oppon 


They had made at least E5 
million and laundered large 
sums of cash through West 
End brandies of Thomas 
Cook so often they were nick¬ 
named "the money bag 
people". Although suspicious 
because of the huge sums. 
Thomas Cook staff allowed 
the transactions to continue 
after police told them of their 
investigations. 

Maname Keita, X, the 
number two in the ring, who 
was Sb months pregnant and 
had the crack haul in her Park 
Lane home: Andre 

N'Guessan, 34, the network's 
distributor, of Bryantson 
Square. Mayfair: and Charles 
Oppon. 36, his lieutenant, of 
Streettham, south London, 
were remanded to await sen¬ 
tencing next month after being 
found guilty of conspiracy to 
supply the drug. All were 
using false identities and 
police are trying to find their 
real names. They were 
warned by Judge Rivlin, QC. 
that they faced "substantial 
terms" of imprisonment. 

Detectives from the South 
East Regional Crime Squad 
are also still searching for the 
ringleader. JKeita 1 !! husband 
Chanda Keita. Detective In¬ 
spector Gordon Harrison said 
that an arrest warrant had 
been issued for the man 
described in court as “highly 
intelligent, charming and very 
obviously well heeled”. 

Mr Harrison said: "There is 
no doubt he is a Mr Big in the 
international drugs world and 
is believed to be the roost 
prolific crack dealer to have 
come to the attention of police 
anywhere in the world.” 

Police believe that if they 
had not smashed the 18-month 
drug operation. Chanda Keita 
would probably have realised 
his dreams of going legiti¬ 
mate. He had already bought 
an ice cream factory, a can¬ 
nery and sweet-making ma¬ 
chinery for an industrial estate 
he hoped to set up in his native 
Ghana- 

Mr Harrison said the Keitas 
and N’Guessan flew every¬ 
where either by Concorde or 
first class. Between January 
1993 and June last year, the 
Keitas visited Mali, Bangkok, 
the Ivory Coast Denmark. 
Switzerland, Ranee, America 
and Italy.. 

They cultivated “an execu¬ 
tive school of body language". 



Mariame Keita in her missing husband’s £500.000 apartment in New York 


Mr Harrison said. “They real¬ 
ly worked on their image, 
deliberately flying in the best 
seats with expensive luggage 
and using executive lounges at 
airports simply to cultivate an 
aura of respectability 
Keita ana hex husband, who 
have three children, shopped 
in fop stores with platinum 
credit cards and stayed in-the 
besrstdtes' of thebest hotels. LT 1 
New York they kept a 
£500.000 apartment 
During tiie trial, the court 


was told the drugs trail proba¬ 
bly started in Bangkok, from 
where heroin consignments 
were smuggled to New York. 
It was swapped for cocaine, 
which was brought into Brit¬ 
ain. usually by Keita, who 
converted it to crack. 

Mr Harrison said of the 
Park Lane haul: “Not only was 
this the largest ever single 
se&ure of the drug in Britain, 
but .according to the Drug 
Enforcemfent Agency in Amer¬ 
ica they have no record of a 


larger haul anywhere else in 
the world." Documents on 
other consignments provided 
the first dues as to the true sire 
of the ring’s operations. Mr 
Harrison said: "It alarmed us. 
The amounts they were deal¬ 
ing in shocked us. Our investi¬ 
gation and the arrests that 
followed, undoubtedly broke a 
big and well-established net¬ 
work of crack production and 
distribution in Britain and has 
dealt a major blow to this 
terrible industry.” 


Academic tries 
to save English 
emigrant from 
electric chair 


By Dominic Kennedy 


A BRITISH expert in deads 
will try to save an English- 
born American from the dec- 
trie chair next week by 
describing to an American 
court bow it feds to die fay 
dcrtFocution. 

Nicholas Ingram. 3L a 
convicted murderer, can ex¬ 
pect to remain conscious for 
several minutes while his 
body suffers massive electri¬ 
cal shock, according to Dr 
Harold HUbnan. 64, who has 
devoted the past 35 years to 
studying death, dying and 
resuscitation. Dr Human, 
reader in physiology at the 
University of Surrey, was 
yesterday preparing an affi¬ 
davit for a New Orirans court 
and Is to give evidence on 
Monday fly telephone. 

Ingram is due to be execut¬ 
ed at 7pm next Thursday but 
a campaign to save his life is 
gathering momentum. The 
Prime Minister was said to 
be considering a written re¬ 
quest from Ingram's mother 
asking him to seek clemency 
from President Clinton dar¬ 
ing a visit to Washington next 
week. 

Anne Campbell, the Lab- 
oar MP for Cambridge, 
where Ingram was born, is 
seeking a parliamentary de¬ 
bate and two English human- 
rights lawyers are planning 
to fly to the United States to 
plead for his life. 

Dr HQlinan has given 
evidence in the cases of eight 
other killers on America’s 
death row. Most were saved 
from die electric chair, either 
getting life imprisonment or 
a lethal injection, a form of 
execution described by Dr 
HUbnan as "no more painful 
than if yon have a tooth taken 
out under anaesthetic”. 

Electrocution is compared 

by the academic to the 
medieval torture oi holding a 
victim's hand in boiling o3 

and refusing to let it be freed. 

"The Americans believe rtat 
the mass of high current 
causes die person being elec¬ 
trocuted to go ttneonsoons 
immediately and therefore 
fed nothing." Dr Hillman 
said- ^.. 

His studies indicate that 
the victim is merely paralysed 


by the electric shock bat 
continues to expe ri ence great 
pain. "A person in pain 
moves voluntarily hut they 
cant bec au se they are para¬ 
lysed by this huge electric 
current. The Americans don’t 
believe it is painful because 
they cannot see the effects of 

the pain on the people. 

“You cover the face of the 
person being dedroented so 
you cant see them sweating, 
drooling and vomiting, their 
eyes sticking out and their 

faces going blue.” 

Ingram's mother Ann has 
written to Mr Major "Obvi¬ 
ously, I do not warn my son to 
die by any means. But to 
faint lint, as the sun goes 
down here in Georgia, Nicky 
win be strapped into the 
electric chair is more than a 
mother can bear." 

There is eonfosion over the 
status of Ingram, who was 
born in Cambridge but 
moved to America aged 18 
months with his British 
mother and American ser¬ 
viceman fath er. Campaign¬ 
ers say he is British but the 
Foreign Office described him 
as an American citizen "in the 
country of his second nation¬ 
ality". Britain had “no formal 
legal Binding to intervene”. 

Ingram was convicted in 
1983 of tying a middle-aged 
couple to a tree as he burgled 
their borne, then shooting 
them. The man died but his 
wife survived. 

□ In Weekend tomorrow: 12 
years on death row 



Ingram: convTdeain 1983 


Thai bride killed 
‘voodoo’ husband 


By Kathryn Knight 


A YOUNG Thai woman, 
stabbed her English husband 
to death believing he was 
using witchcraft to kill her so 
that he could sell their baby 
daughter abroad, a court 
heard yesterday. 

Pom Enticknap, 31, who 
met her husband. David, 
through a dating agency in 
Thailand, stabbed him with a 
ten-inch kitchen knife in the 
garden of their home in 
Woking. Surrey, as neigh¬ 
bours looked on. the Old 
Bailey was told. 

Enticknap sobbed in the 
dock as an interpreter related 
the events of July 25 last year. 
She denied murder but admit¬ 
ted manslaughter on die 
grounds of diminished 
responsibility. 

The court heard that Mr 
Enticknap, 40. a driving in¬ 
structor. met his wife in Thai¬ 
land in 1991 and married her 
in October the same year. The 
couple moved to England 
three months later, and were 
happy until the birth of their 
daughter. Julie, in December 
1992. Heather Hallett. QC. 


said that after foe birth, 
Enticknap, who had a strong 
belief in the occult, began to 
suffer from paranoid delu¬ 
sions and believed that her 
husband wanted to kill her 
and sell their daughter 
abroad. “The delusions be¬ 
came wilder and voider. She 
believed in black magic and 
thought her husband was 
using it on her, burning wax 
and matches on a model of the 
baby. ” said Ms Hallett. “All 
foe allegations against her 
husband were unfounded. He 
was a mild-mannered man 
devoted to his family.” 

In April 1993 Enticknap was 
admitted to a psychiatric hos¬ 
pital but discharged herself. 
She also left the marital home 
on a number of occasions. 

On July 25 neighbours 
found Mr Enticknap lying 
half-naked an foe lawn trying 
to (Aug wounds to his neck 
and stomach, with his wife 
standing near by. As they 
watched she stabbed him 
again. 

Enticknap was remanded in 
custody for medical reports. 


Bowbelle captain 
maintains silence 


By Emma Wiuuns 


THE master of the dredger 
Bcwbelle, which collided with 
the Marchioness pleasureboat 
on foe Thames nearly six 
years ago, stepped giving evi¬ 
dence to an inquest jury 
yesterday after just 90 seconds 
for fear of incriminating 
himself. 

Douglas Henderson, who 
has already been cleared of 
criminal charges of foiling to 
provide a proper look-out on 
board, was advised by John 
Burton. West London Coro¬ 
ner. that he need not answer 
any incriminating questions. 
Bereaved families and survi¬ 
vors of the disaster, in which 
51 people died, said later they 
were distressed that someone 
so closely involved with foe 
accident was not answering 
important questions. 

After confirming his name 
and that he was captain of the 
Bowbelle . Mr Henderson, 
who has never given evidence 
in public before, told the 
coroner that he had been 
advised not to answer any 
questions. 

However, after checking 


with Michael Caplan. his 
counsel, Mr Henderson con¬ 
firmed that he bad been 
interviewed by the Marine 
Accident Investigation Brandt 
and police officers. He also 
confirmed that he had seen his 
statements to the investigation 
branch and the police and that 
they were correct 

Dr Burton adjourned the 
inquest at Hammersmith Cor¬ 
oner’s Court until today for 
discussions in chambers with 
counsel for all parties 
involved. 

Earlier Mr Caplan had told 
foe inquest foal Mr Hender¬ 
son would be invoking his 
privilege not to answer incrim¬ 
inating questions under Rule 
22 of foe Coroner’s Rules. Mr 
Henderson, who was 31 at foe 
time of the disaster, was 
attending the hearing volun¬ 
tarily, Mr Caplan said. 

Mr Henderson became 
master of foe Bowbelle in May 
1969, three months before the 
collision on the Thames. He 
was cleared of criminal 
charges after two juries foiled 
to reach verdicts in 1991. 


BBC suspects Eurovision nobbling 


By Alexandra Frean, media correspondent 


THE BBC suspects that there 
may be an attempt to rig die 
voting in tonight's British 
heats for foe Eurovision 
Song Contest, A Song For 
1 Europe. The corporation has 
told contestants that they will 
be disqualified if they try to 
“ cheat 

Kevin Bishop, executive 
producer of tonight's pro- 


record companies working 
for foe eight contestants in 
z the show, after becoming’ 
suspicious that a lobbying 
firm was planning to bom- 
> ! bard the BBCs switchboards 
vvith calls in favour of one of 
(he acts. _ 

Jonathan King, the oroaa- 
fadt-r and record producer 
drafted In by foe BBC to help 
to nui foe cvenl foisyear, said 
that producers began to sus- 

pert fool play last week, when 

a lobbying firm mistook foe 
date of foe show's transmis¬ 


sion and tried to vote a week 
early. 

"Unfortunately foe com¬ 
pany who tried to do it was so 
stupid that they got the date 
wrong and ended up dialling 
a number that was being 
used fora Tomorrow’s World 
competition,” he said. 

A BBC spokeswoman sahL- 
“We will be able to tefl where 
the caiia come from, so we 
would be able to tell pretty 
quickly if somebody were 
trying to dbeaL” As the BBC 
usually receives about 
500.000 votes in foe contest, 
anyone wanting to rig foe 
result would have to enlis t 
thousands of supporters. 

Samantha Fax. foe former 
model who hopes to become 
the first British winner since 
Backs Fez in 1981 with her 
song Go For The Heart, said: 
"If foe BBC has found out 
something then I'm glad that 
it is trying to put a stop tort. If 



Fox: fair and square 


I'm going to win. I'm going to 
win air and square—I flunk 
I haw proved that by aD the 
hard work and preparation I 

have pot in over foe past 

month.” 

KeDy O’Keefe. 18, foe lead 
singer with Deuce, said: "I 
would personally hate to m 


our song Is good 
enough to make foe viewers 
vote of their own accord.” 

Mr King has declared his 
intention to turn the contest, 
which brought such hits to 
foe world as Boom-BnngA- 
Bartg. La La La and Diggey- 
Doo Diggey-fep. into a 
showcase for some of the 
more challenging strains of 

modern British pop. Viewers 
nostalgic for the days when A 
SongfitrEmvpe was an icon 
of naffness need not be 
concerned, however. The 
chorus of love City Groove’s 
entry, imaginatively entitled 
Love City Groove, runs: 

Oh baby 
Oh baby, oh-oh 
Oh baby 
Oh baby 
Uurrfa. 

The winner of tonighfS 
contest watt rqnresent Britain 
In the Eurovision Song Con¬ 
test, to be held in Diman on 
May 13. 



Duhix SeK-Undencoatfajg Gloss 
Brilliant White 2-5 litres 

“***£8-99 


Homebase Kitchen and Bathroom 
Emulsion Brilliant White 2-5 lines 

**"£6-99 




Dulux Brilliant White Emulsion 
Matt, Silk os Soft Steen 2-5 litres- 

^£6-69 


Low paint prices. 
(Another stroke of genius 
from Homebase.) 


Crown Roller P aint Brilliant 
White Mart or Silk 2-5 litres 

aw £6-9 9 


Ddhxx Trade 
Brilliant White 
Emulsion 
Matt or SHk 5 litres 

£12-49 



Homebase 

Brilliant 

White 

famkinn 
Matt, Silk or 
Soft Sheen 
5 litres 


£799 

with £KI 0 aubback. 

Scr ifHTOw for 

decsOc. 



Homebase Deep 
Tones Coloured 
Emulsion 
Matt, Sflk 
Soft Sheen 
2-5 litres 
S999 

£899 


SAINSBURY'S 


Homebase 

Ti mb er care Dark Oak or Autumn 


HOhVII:l3ASI: 


HOUSE AND GARDEN CENTRES 


Cedar 9 litres £8*9 £7*99 


Good ideas cost less at Homebase. 


Monday-Thursday 8.30am-8 pm * Friday S-30am-9 pm"' Saturday 8am-8 pm"- Sunday 10am-4pm 

Ali sizes arc a ppro xim ate and not to scale. Merchandise lebjea to avafljfcaKty. “Except Wakoo-oo-Thanres <vfa'tch do«a 8pm Friday and 6pm Saturday. 
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Anton Guzara works for DKS Packaging, 
a company that manufactures tins. 

He has limited movement of his hands, 
and his facial disfigurement was caused by 
burns when he was younger. 

Neither his hands nor his face have 
stopped Anton being an excellent employee. 

In fact, his enthusiasm for work has 
rubbed off on everyone else. 

In the two years he’s worked for DKS, 
o Anton has never been late or taken a day off 
in sickness. 

At the moment, he’s employed as the 

company troubleshooter and fills in wherever 
-he’s needed. 

One of his colleagues said jokingly, 
“There's really only one thing Anton can’t do 
-at work, that’s sing in key. ” 

DKS have never had any reservations 
about employing people with disabilities. 
Their attitude is to judge people by their 
abilities, not their disabilities. That’s why 
they use the disability symbol. 

Freephone 0800 567 B67 [minicom 0800 
444 2651 for a leaflet which will tell you 
about the symbol. 






bbow you employ people 
abilities. Use this symbol. 
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School inspectors 
earn poor marks 
for composition 


ON'E in eight school repon*, 
prinJuced h> the Govern- 
moni's nw inspection regime 
)K niisJcadinc. incomprehensi- 
hie or inadequate, according 
in j study published vesierdav 
iBen Preston writes).’ 

Ofsted. the Office for Stan¬ 
dards in Education. criticised 
the work of freelance inspec¬ 
tion teams it employs to moni¬ 
tor the quality of lessons ji 
more than 5.000 schools each 
>«ir. Some are writing baf¬ 
fling reports that are lone on 
waffle but short on anttlvsis. 

In his annual repon. Chris 
W.Midhead. tile Chief Inspec¬ 
tor of Schools, acknowledges 
that the new £07 million 
system has suffered "icethinc 
troubles". His most acute 
problem is remedying a shnri- 
itge of inspectors required to 
visit each of rhe 19.000 English 
primary schools at least once 
every four years. 

Regular inspection by Of- 
Med is the cornerstone of gov¬ 
ernment reforms designed to 
make state schools mure ac¬ 
countable. Under the system, 
parents are sent a summary of 


Hungry minds 

Subsidised school break¬ 
fasts are to be provided for 
primary school children In 
Cleveland in an attempt to 
improve academic perfor¬ 
mance. A pilot scheme cost¬ 
ing £40,000 aims to see if 
children work better when 
they *4art the day with a 
proper meal. 


the inspector's observations, 
but yesterday's report says 
some of those mislead parents. 
They do not match the original 
closely and offer a different 
impression of the school. 

The repon says that while 
25 per cent of freelance inspec¬ 
tors* full reports were excel¬ 
lent. some 15 per cent were 
unsatisfactory. Weaknesses 
included "poor style, use of 
jargon; lack of clarity, particu¬ 
larly when conveying judg¬ 
ments; ini'* much description at 
the expense of evaluation; a 
failure to comment on issues 
required: a lack of consistency 


Law lords reject 
TV soap stars’ 
claim for libel 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


TWO former stars of the 
television soap Neighbours 
lost their battle for libel dam¬ 
ages yesterday over “deeply 
offensive and insulting" head¬ 
lines and photographs that 
accompanied a newspaper 
article. 

Five law lords upheld a 1993 
Court of Appeal ruling that the 
allegedly defamatory nature 
of the headlines and photo¬ 
graphs in the News of the 
World were not alone suffi¬ 
cient for a claim to succeed. 

Ian Smith and Anne 
Charleston, who played the 
respectable married couple 
Harold and Madge Bishop in 
the Australian series, issued a 
writ against the newspaper 
after it published -a-' report 
headlined “Strewth! What’s 
Harold up ro with our 
Madge?” in March 1991 
The larger of two faked 
pictures depicted “Madge" ly¬ 
ing on her front with “Harold” 
astride her in a position they 
claimed suggested he was 
committing an indecent act. 
while the smaller picture ap¬ 
peared to be of Madge wear¬ 
ing a leather garment which 
exposed her breasts. 

The captions and the repon 
made dear that the photo¬ 
graphs had been produced by 
the makers of a pornographic 
computer game in which 
Smith’s and Charleston’s faces 
had been superimposed, with¬ 
out their knowledge, on to 
pornographic actors’ bodies 
The law lords, while con¬ 
demning “gutter journalism”, 
said the context of the article 
had to be considered as a 


whole and in this instance the 
article was not capable of 
being libellous. However, they 
warned; “Those who print 
defamatory headlines are 
playing with fire." 

Lord Goff of Chieveley. 
Lord Bridge of Harwich. Lord 
Jauncey of Tullichettle. Lord 
Mustill and Lord Nicholls of 
Birkenhead unanimously 
agreed that the Court of Ap¬ 
peal had been right to Mock 
the libel claim. 

Lord Bridge said the actors 
found the article “deeply offen¬ 
sive and insulting”, adding: 
“Many people will not only 
deplore this kind of gutter 
journalism but will think that 
the law ought to give some 
redress to the plaintiffs 
against the publication of such 
degrading faked photographs 
irrespective of what die ac¬ 
companying text may have 
said. 1 have considerable sym¬ 
pathy with this point of view." 

Lord Nicholls observed that 
“newspapers get thicker and 
thicker" and everybody read 
selectively, scanning the head¬ 
lines and turning pages. 
“Those who print defamatory 
headlines are playing with 
fire. The ordinary reader 
might not be expected to notice 
curative words tucked away 
further down the article." 

He said none would have 
thought any the worse of the 
Neighbours actors but “the 
ordinary reader might have 
thought worse of the produc¬ 
ers of the pornographic com¬ 
puter game and the News of 
the World, but that is a 
different matter". 



Ian Smith and Anne Charleston — Harold and Madge 


Sniffer dog rescues 
trapped pot-holer 


By a Staff Reporter 


a POT-HOLER trapped in 
caves I'j miles underground 
was rescued yesterday after 
being found by a sniffer dog. 
Sophie, a labrador, is be¬ 
lieved to be Britain’s first dog 
trained to trace victims 
underground. 

A search party had failed to 
find Simon Evans. 27, after 
be was cut off by an ava¬ 
lanche of sand in Dan yr 
Ogof caves, Powys. He had 
entered the cave system wilha 
fellow caver on Wednesday 
night but they became sepa¬ 
rated and the alarm was 
raised when Mr Evans failed 
to surface by midnight 

The South Wales Cave 
Rescue team spent two hours 
searching the ten miles of 
caves before Sophie was 
brought in. Mr Evans, an 
electrician from Abercrave. 

Wales, was found 
trapped in a narrow tunnel. 


He was treated for hypother¬ 
mia after rescuers used ropes 
to pull him free. 

Sophie’S owner. Ashford 
Price. 53. said: “Sand had 
collapsed on his back, and he 
couldn't go forwards or back¬ 
wards. He was in the first 
stages of hypothermia, and 
was in danger of running out 
of air." 

He added: “I've been a pot- 
holer in these caves for more 
than 25 years but Simon was 
in a section I have never been 
to. But Sophie knew exactly 
where to find him and as we 
got doser we could hear his 
feet tapping against a rave 
wall as a distress signal- She 
saved his life — the air In the 
cave was foul and he was 
running out of oxygen." 

Mr Price said he hoped 
more underground sniffer 
dogs would now be trained 
by other rescue teams. 


between various sections in 
the repon". The report adds 
that inspectors had also been 
found to misrepresent or mis¬ 
interpret evidence, particular¬ 
ly in their overall conclusions 
or recommendations. 

Mr Woodhcad said Ofsted 
was moving into a second 
phase after establishing the 
new system: "We are now 
concentrating on issues of 
quality and service, as well, of 
course, as making sure that 
we hit our inspection targets.” 

David Blunkctl. Shadow 
Education Secretary, said the 
report showed significant 
number of primary and nurs¬ 
ery schools were not to be 
inspected as Ofsted fell behind 
schedule. “This is a further 
admission that the Govern¬ 
ment's privatised inspection 
service is not working. Prima¬ 
ry schools have been losing 
out." he said. 

An Ofsted spokesman said 
inspectors writing unsatisfac¬ 
tory reports tended to “jump 
before they were pushed". Six 
freelance inspection team 
leaders had resigned. 



Wren sacked for 
being pregnant 
resumes career 


By Marianne Darch 


Back to work: Donna Ward with'her son Arron, six. yesterday 


NAVAL history was made 
yesterday when a former 
Wren who was forced to leave 
the service nine years ago 
after becoming pregnant re¬ 
turned to work. Donna 
Ward. 33, fought for her ca¬ 
reer instead of compensation 
after becoming pregnant 
with her son James in 1986. 

When she disclosed she 
was pregnant Mrs Ward was 
ordered to leave her post as a 
naval steward. The action 
was in line with policy which 
was subsequently reversed 
because of European sex 
discrimination legislation. 
Mrs Ward, who now has 
three children, won an indus¬ 
trial tribunal case in January 
and was awarded £2,000 for 
“injuries to feelings". 

She is the first Wren to be 
reinstated into the Navy, 
which she joined at the age of 
17. During her 6*3-year 
career she served for six 
months in Northern Ireland 
with 45 Commando Royal 
Marines. 

Returning to work yester¬ 
day at HMS Nelson in 
Portsmouth. Mrs Ward said: 


“This is all ivc wanted for the 
fast nine years. I’m jibt 
delighted to be back. 1 do 
hope that other Wrens 
sacked for being pregnant 
will sec that they can resume 
their careers if they want to.” 

Mrs Ward, whose husband 
Alan is also in the Navy, 
described the day she re¬ 
ceived her discharge papers 
as the worst of her life. 
“People donl understand 
why I didn’t try to get com¬ 
pensation like all the others 
who were sacked for becom¬ 
ing pregnant." she said. “1 
come from a naval family 
and all I've ever wanted to do 
was be in the service." 

After her discharge Mrs 
Ward worked as a waitress at 
the Na val Home Club in 
Portsmouth to maintain con¬ 
tact with naval friends. She 
said: “All my friends are 
Wrens and 1 missed the 
comradeship you find in the 
service more than anything 
rise. I’m not bitter about what 
has happened to me. There 
were rules to be followed at 
the time and that’s all the 
Navy was doing." 


Flying 

Economy? 


Now you’re 
in Business . 



Like a lot of business travellers, you may well have 
decided that the only way to combat sky-high Business Class 
fares to Europe is to switch to Economy. 

But there is an alternative. 

British Midland - and only British Midland - offers three 
Business Class fares to every one of its European destinations. 

And all three ate at prices which will only ger you an 
Economy seat with most national airlines. 

Yet all three offer uncompromising standards of service, 
in a separate Business Class cabin. All three have exclusive check¬ 
in facilities. All three give you access to Fast Track at Heathrow, 
as well as our luxurious Diamond EuroClass lounge. 

In short, when it comes to quality, service and value 
we’re second to none. For more details call 0345 554554 or 
contact your local travel agent. 

mfr British Midland 

SECOND TO NONE 


_ Heathrow to: " Amsterdam Brussels Paris Frai 

nUrOLslClSS 0th9r Airlines' Economy Class: £205 £225 £205 £, 

British Midland Business Class; £206 £235 rsntt r 


arm* Midland Urea .re the Evrebudgei return level available in Diamond EuroCleaa. Other airlines' fares arc either full Economy or Eurobudget return levels. All oriee. 


Frankfurt 


correct at time ol going to arena March 1985 . 
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Encyclical attacks contraception, fertility treatment and euthanasia 


Pope speaks out 


urumiaic^ 


against society’s 
‘culture of death’ 


By Ruth Gledhill, religion correspondent 


THE pope yesterday con¬ 
demned society's “culture of 
death” where abortion, contra¬ 
ception, embryology and eu¬ 
thanasia are contributing to a 
“profound change in the way 
in which life and relationships 
between people are con¬ 
sidered". 

In an encyclical, one of the 
most authoritative forms of 
teaching of the Roman Catho¬ 
lic Church, the Pope speaks of 
the “extremely grave and dis¬ 
turbing” destruction of 
humans still to be bom or in 
their final days of life. 

Cardinal Basil Hume, Arch¬ 
bishop of Westminster and 
spiritual head of Britain's 4.4 
million Catholics, said yester¬ 
day that he was “200 per cent" 
behind the encyclical, which is 
morally and ethically binding 
on Catholics. 

Cardinal Hume said that 
society was abandoning re¬ 
spect for human life. “My plea 
is that society should stop and 
ask. where could all this lead?" 

In the document Evangel- 
ium Vitae or The Gospel of 
Life, the Pope rules out in vitro 
fertilisation for Catholic cou¬ 
ples where it would cause the 
death of an embryo. 

The Pope restates categori¬ 
cally the Catholic position that 
human life begins from the 
moment of conception, and 
that contraception is “evil” 

He describes a “veritable 
structure of sin" where the 
powerful are at war against 
the weak. “A person who, 
because of illness or handicap 
or, more simply, just fay exist¬ 
ing. compromises the well- 
being or lifestyle of those who 
are more favoured tends to be 
looked upon as an enemy to be 


resisted or eliminated. In this 
way a kind of conspiracy 
against life is unleashed." 

The POpe defends the 
Church against the accusation 
that H promotes abortion 
“because it obstinately contin¬ 
ues to teach the moral unlaw¬ 
fulness of contraception". 
Conceding that abortion and. 
contraception are “specifically 
different evils" because one 
opposes justice and the other 
opposes chastity, he says: “The 
pro-abortion culture is espe¬ 
cially strong where the 
Church's teaching on contra¬ 
ception is rejected." 

He says that contraception 
and abortion are in many 
instances “rooted in a hedonis¬ 
tic mentality unwilling to ac¬ 
cept responsibility' in matters 
of sexuality". He says: "The 
life which could result from a 
sexual encounter thus be¬ 
comes an enemy to be avoided 
at all costs.” 

Cardinal Hume, launching 
the 189-page encyclical at- 



Wlddecombe: grateful 


Archbishop's House, West¬ 
minster, central London, said: 
“I find the whole of this 
authoritative statement to be 
an inspiring exposition which 
goes to the hem of -the most 
fundamental moral question 
there is: the value of human 
life.” He warned against a 
society in which “life is cheap”, 
and said he feared the elderly 
and disabled were at risk 
through euthanasia and 
abortion. 

Cardinal Hume continued: 
“This is a very important, 
authoritative document carry¬ 
ing the foil weight of the Holy 
Father’s support for what the 
bishops throughout the world 
teach. No Catholic is free to 
dissent from what is taught” 

Ann Wlddecombe, MP, who 
converted to Catholicism two 
years ago, said: “I am very 
grateful to belong to a Church 
that is not afraid to restate 
verities in the teeth of contem¬ 
porary fashion. It is very easy 
to sacrifice faith to fashion and 
creed to compromise. Truth 
must be absolute.” Life, the 
“pro-life” campaigners, said 
the encyclical was “a magnifi¬ 
cent rebuff to the culture of 
death that afflicts much of the 
Western world". 

However, Ann Furedi, di¬ 
rector of the Birth Control 
Trust, said: “The encyclical 
makes no attempt to connect 
with the circumstances in 
which people live their lives. It 
seems particularly absurd. 
that in the supposed defence of 
the sanctity of life the Pope is 
prepared to condemn thou¬ 
sands of infertile women to 
childlessness by forbidding 
the user of the new reproduc¬ 
tive technologies." 



Cardinal Hume at yesterday’s launch of the encyclical, “an inspiring exposition” 


Charities 
lose £71m 
since start 
of Lotteiy 


By Alexandra Frean 
and Dalya Alberge 


INDIVIDUAL donations to 
charities have fallen by £71 
million since the launch of the 
National Lotteiy in Novem¬ 
ber, according to the National 
Council for Voluniaiy Org¬ 
anisations. 

Stuart Etherington, the 
council’s chief executive, said 
yesterday that, if the decline 
continual at the same rate, 
charities and voluntary organ¬ 
isations would lose £212 mil¬ 
lion this year. With the 
National Lotteiy Charities 
Board expecting to accumu¬ 
late £155 million in its first 
year, the result would be a net 
loss to the sector of E57 million. 

“The relationship between 
individuals and charitable 
giving has been changed by 
the National Lottery. Signifi¬ 
cant fundraising methods, 
such as raffles, have been 
adversely affected.” he said. 

The council, which repre¬ 
sents 640 national voluntary 
organisations, is conducting 
research to trade the effects of 
the National Lottery on chari¬ 
ties. It has found that the 
proportion of the adult popu¬ 
lation giving to charities has 
declined from 81 to 67 per cent 
There has been a 15 per cent 
fall in people buying charity 
lottery tickets and a 5 per cent 
drop in donors to street collec¬ 
tions. 

One of the five recipients of 
National Lottery money, the 
arts, received its first handouts 
yesterday from the Arts Coun¬ 
cil of England. The nine cash- 
starved recipients induded 
groups large and small, pro¬ 
fessional and amateur, and 
spanned the country. 

However, almost half the 
money, £980.000, went to the 
South Bank Centre in London 
to fund six months of “devel¬ 
opmental” research, in prepar 
ration for submitting its 
eventual bid for £45 million. 
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Boy of five fights off the Aids virus 


By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 


A BABY boy who caught HIV from his 
mother has shaken off the virus. Now 
five years old, the child is healthy and free 
of the infection. American researchers 
have reported. 

Though not the first case of its kind, the 
boy is the best documented, convincing 
doctors that the episode cannot simply be 
the result of misdiagnosis. The suspicion 
now is that this may happen more often 
than is generally realised, and that it 
could point the way to the development of 
vaccines against HIV, the Aids virus. 

Dr Yvonne Bryson and colleagues from 
the University of California in Los 
Angeles describe the case in The New 
England Journal cfMedidne. The boy, 
named as “Baby Paul”, was born to a 
mother infected with HIV. probably from 
a partner who was an intravenous drug 


user. The baby showed no sign of HIV at 
birth, but tested positive at 19 days and at 
51 days. On the second test, the virus was 
extracted from the samples and its amino 
add sequence determined- Subsequently, 
the child appears to have cleared his 
system of HIV. 

A similar case was reported two years 
ago by the Institute of Molecular 
Medicine in Oxford, but at the time 
diagnostic tests were less comprehensive. 
Dr Frances Gotch of the institute said that 
the HIV detection had been by means of 
cytotoxic T lymphocytes, white blood cells 
used by the body to fight HIV infection. 
The child had them at six months, buthad 
lost them by 13 months. 

How this happens is not dear. One 
possibility is that infected maternal cells 
linger in the infant before being deared. 


but in the latest case that appears 
unlikely. Another is that the baby’s own 
immune system fought off the infection, 
but tf so ft would be remarkable. because 
such immune systems are immature. 
Understanding how it was done could 
help in the treatment and prevention of 
Aids, file doctors said. 

□ The timing of the use of the anti-Aids 
drug ACT could improve the chances of 
babies escaping infection, a British group 
reports in today’s issue of The Lancet. 
Researchers at University College 
London have shown that ACT attacks 
HIV effectively within the first two days. 
In six months, however, levels have 
recovered. The findings have special 
implications for HIV-infected pregnant 
women, since ACT can prevent them 
passing the virus on. 


Giving birth under water as 
safe as in bed, survey finds 



Barrage balloons 

over London in 1939 


Balloons 
go down 
for the 
last time 


By Marianne Curfhey 


MORE than a century of 
Br itish mililary balloon¬ 
ing ends today with the 
disbanding of the RAFs 
Balloon Operations 


Squadron. 

A parade in the grounds 
of the squadron's bar¬ 
racks at Huffavingtoa, 
Wiltshire; wfa signal the 
end of the balloon's distin¬ 
guished history as the 60- 
strong squadron — motto. 
“In silence we serve" — is 
broken up, partly because 
the Egyptian cotton from 
which the balloons are 
made Is no longer avail¬ 
able. 

Squadron Leader Chris 
PiddfaaU said his men 
were “all deeply saddened 
to be leaving a job they 
love”. Since 1941 thou¬ 
sands of paras have made 
their training jump from 
the balloon platforms 
700ft above the airfield. 
They wifl now use private¬ 
ly c ontr acted aircraft. 
“The men will be dis¬ 
persed around the coun¬ 
try to return to their 
primary duties as heavy 
goods vehicle drivers for 
the RAF," Squadron 
Leader Pi ckthall said. 


By Jeremy Laurance, health services correspondent 


GIVING birth under water is 
no more risky than having a 
baby in a hospital bed. accord¬ 
ing to the first national survey 
of . water births. Nine out of 
ten maternity hospitals now 
offer women a water birth and 
demand is increasing rapidly, 
according to the Health De¬ 
partment survey. 

Almost 13.000 women chose 
to spend their labour in a 
birthing pool or conventional 
bath in 1992 and 1993, and a 
third of them delivered then- 
babies under water. None of 
the babies suffered adverse 


effects from the water birth- 
The figures, collected by the 
National Perinatal Epidemiol¬ 
ogy Unit in Oxford, show that 
demand for water births rose 
by over 60 per cent during the 
two years, although they still 
represent only I per cent of 
total births. Twelve babies 
died and 51 suffered breathing 
problems and infections. 
However, none of the deaths 
or illnesses was related to 
labour or birth in water. 

Mary Renfrew, Professor of 
Midwifery at Leeds University 
and one of the authors of the 


study published in tomorrows 
British Medical Journal, 
urged caution in interpreting 
the figures and said further 
studies were needed. 

The survey wfll help to allay 
fears fuelled by cases in 1993 
that received wide publicity; 
one baity died and another 
was b ram-damaged after un¬ 
derwater labour at St Mi¬ 
chael’S Hospital in Bristol. 
The hospital announced it was 
reducing the temperature of 
the birthing pool as a safe¬ 
guard because of worries that 
it might have played a part 


CALL THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST 


If you're not receiving a 
No Claims Discount on 
your Contents Insurance, 
isn't it time you changed? 



YOU ALWAYS GET A GREAT QUOTE 
FROM GENERAL ACCIDENT DIRECT. 


Transfer your Contents Insurance to General Accident Direct and qualify 
for a No Claims Discount, which could build up to 30% after 4 claim free 
years. To start you off, we'll give you a 10% introductory discount if 
you've made no claims with your previous insurer in the last 3 years. 
What's more, you can pay your premium by instalments, interest free*. 



General Accident 
Direct 


FOR HOME INSURANCE: FREEPHONE 0800 121 004- 


Weekdays 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 2pm. 

* Written details on request General Accident Direct, FREEPOST, Hamilton ML31BR. 


The balloons, which 
cost £90,000 and more 
than £500 a time to fill 
with hydrogen, became 
familiar sights as anti¬ 
aircraft barrages during 
flbe Second World War. 
More 4han 300. were 
raised around London to 
force German aircraft to 
fly at predictable heights 
so they could then be 
saturated with anti-air-, 
craft fire. 

Balloons were used to 
break the Siege of Paris in 
1870-1 when they made at 
least 66 flights over foe 
heads of foe Prussian 
Army, carrying 100 people 
and more than two m3-. 
Hob letters. British mill-: 
tary use of balloons dates , 
to foe Boer War. In foe' 
First World War they. , 
were used as a platform 
for directing artillery fire. • 



Medical briefing 


Nurse who made 
medical history 


Dr Thomas Stuttaford 


JACKIE KEENAN, a 27-year- 
old Leeds nurse who was drip- 
fed for 14 months, is again 
enjoying her meals and look¬ 
ing forward to going home 
from St James’s Hospital, 
Leeds, where the small bowel 
transplant operation she has 
had has made British surgical 
history. 

Jackie has familial 
polyposis, a dominantly inher¬ 
ited disease in which there 
may be more than a hundred 
pre-malignant tumours car¬ 
peting the large intestine and 
rectum. By the age of 40. in 
untreated cases, one or more 
of these tumours has usually 
become cancerous; in order to 
avoid this the usually recom¬ 
mended treatment is excision 
of the large bowel in early 
adult life. Jackie had had this 
done some years previously 
and had been fitted with an 
ileostomy, an artificial open¬ 
ing through the abdominal 
wall. 

In about 15 per cent of cases 
of familial polyposis the 
patient also suffers from 
Gardners syndrome. In this 
syndrome the small intestine 
is infiltrated by desmoid tu¬ 
mours, non-matignant but 
very painful and potentially 
lethal growths which, as they 
grow, can cause obstruction of 
the girt. Because they press on 
the intestinal arteries they can 
give rise to gangrene if the 
intestinal wall is starved of 
blood. This was happening to 


iimpily she was prepared to 
after 5ft of her own small 


Jackie and she was admitted 
to St James's, where she had 
once nursed. Nobody at the 
time of her admission would 
have accepted a bet on the 
chances of her survival. She 
was in constant pain, could be 
fed only by drips, had barely 
eight indies of small intestine 
left, was losing a lot of fluid 
and her liver was failing. 

Jackie's only chance was a 
small bowel transplant She 
had inherited the condition 
from her father but fortunate¬ 
ly her mother was fit and 
h, 
o: 

intestine. 

There has been only one 
European survivor of the 
transplant from a living donor 
— in Kiel, Germany — and 
one British man survived a 
similar transplant from a 
post-mortem specimen in 
1992. Stephen Pollard, Jackie's 
surgeon, decided that the op¬ 
eration could be justified if he 
used Prograf, a new and more 
powerful immuno-suppres- 
sant made by a Japanese 
company. Licensed here since 
1994, Prograf has been used in 
liver and'kidney transplants 
where patients were showing 
signs of rq'ection despite the 
use of conventional immuno¬ 
suppressant drugs, such as 
cyclosporin. 

Thanks to the drug, every¬ 
thing went according to plan. 
Jackie is eating again and 
growing stronger Ity the day. 
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Prehistoric 
fossil ‘new 


species’ 


A new species of ichthyosaur, 
a prehistoric fish-lizard, has 
been found near Lyme Regis, 
Dorset. The I9S illion-year- 

oid fossil was found by Chris 
Moore, who runs a fossil 
shop in the town, after heavy 
nun exposed the rock be¬ 
neath Gold Cap. 

He said yesterday: “This is 
a totally new species. II is very 
different with large eyes and 
a very tiny jaw. It would have 
been about six feet long." 


Murder arrests 


Two more men have been 
arrested in Birmingham over 

foe murder of Tarsem Singh 
PtrrewaL 60, Editor of lie 
Punjabi newspaper Des 
Forties. Four others are on 
police bait 


Sweet victory 


A waitress at foe head office 
of Boots in Nottingham who 


was sacked for eating a mint 


has been reinstated. Eliza¬ 
beth Lee, 37. of Clifton, had 
worked for foe firm for 14 
years. 


Leg damages 


John Williamson, 39. a com¬ 
puter teacher and local 
league footballer, has accept¬ 
ed £400 compensation from 
Pontefract General Infirma¬ 
ry after a doctor refused to X- 
ray his broken leg. 


Ruth Ellis cheque 


A cheque for £5.!3s which 
Ruth Ellis's lover used to pay 
the bill for a weekend with 
her at foe Oaklands Hotel 
Cheshire, six days before she 
killed him in April 1955. has 
sold for C605 at Sotheby's. 


Four men freed 
as woman breaks 
down in rape trial 






S' 


By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


FOUR men accused of the 
gang rape of a schoolgirl on 
the bonnet of a car were freed 
yesterday after the case 
against them collapsed 
because the teenager was too 
distressed to give evidence. 

She broke down sobbing in 
the witness box three times 
despite screens being used to 
spare her seeing die defen¬ 
dants. The woman, now aged 
19, picked up the Bible to 
swear the oath but each time 
managed only to say: "I am 
unable..before leaving the 

dock at Bristol Crown Court 

Nicholas Atkinson. QC. for 
the prosecution, said the case 
would have to be abandoned 
because it turned on the issue 
of consent “Without foe evi¬ 
dence of the complainant it is 
impossible to proceed." 

Judge Colin Willis directed 
foe jury to acquit the four men, 
all from Birmingham, of all 
charges. As the not-gudlty ver¬ 
dicts were announced, Gary 
Cheslin, 25. brothers Anthony 
Hines, 25, and Mark Hines, 
23, all of Castle Vale, and Paul 
Rotini, 28. of King^ Norton, 
turned to their friends and 
gave foe thumbs-up sign .They 
had denied committing rape 
and another serious sexual 
offence. They said the woman 
had consented to sexual 
intercourse. 

Mr Atkinson said she had 
gone to foe Gas nightclub in 
Cheltenham a year ago and 
after a while she and two 
friends were aware of bring 
watched by four men. On foe 
way to the lavatory she met 
Paul Cheslin. She found him 
attractive and shortly after¬ 
wards they wqre kissing. Mr 
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Atkinson said: “She was 
happy to let him kiss herhut 
she did not want to May&i. 
sexual intercourse with him??" 

Outside the iughteMbivfs^ 
Cheslin suggested that 
could “have all four of ^ ; 
tonight”. Mi Atkinson addei ■ 
He said the woman .was 
pushed into the car and driven ’ 
to a car park- 

“They raped her white the/: 
other defendants were saying 
come on’. Over the nextfew 
minutes she was subjected to - 
numerous indignities." The 

woman, too afraid to shouifor 
help, had “closed her eyes and 
fried to pretend what was 
happening was not happen- - 

mg", the court was tokL > 
In his statement to police 
Paul Rotini had said: "It was 
uke a scene fr om a sex fitaL"' 
Another told officers they had 
ditched her like a used rag”, ' 

. Outside court Wayne Ren- 

jamm. Mr Cheslin's step-j 
omfoer said that - they- 
intended to sue the police for' . , 
wrongful arrest “This case- 
has ruined them alL Thor 
have been in custody . &•” 
mondis. Despite being acquit- - * 
too everyone will look at than 
differently now." . • 

Vicky Abel, a Victim Sup- 
P°ri counsellor in . Bristol* ‘ 
said: These cases are vory- 
traxjma hc for victims.'-: A 
woman should be able to give-, 
^ence via a video link so : ’ 
she does not have to be in foe 
same room as foe men .ac-• ' 
cuse d of raping her.” - .' r 

Michael Stem, Conserve 
bye MP for Bristol North 
West said: “Maybe some-of. 
me evidence should be cvrii 
m camera." 
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Aitken says he knew nothing of arms for Iran — some directors say he did 

Businessman MP and the deal 

that escaped his attention 
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defence CORRESPONDENT 

"THE Project Usi affair, 
codename for a secret deal to 
sen naval guns to Iran in the 
1980s in breach of an arms 
embargo, has added a new 
twist to .the already complex 
and politically embarrassing 
arms-to-lraq investigation. 

Although arms sales to Iran 
are not pan of that inquiry, the 
new revelations have high¬ 
lighted other secret deals that 
appear to have been going on 
m the 198Gs in breach of strict 
government guidelines on 
weapons exports. The sale of 
140 naval guns to Iran via 
Singapore, involving a com¬ 
pany called BMARC {British 
Manufacture Research Com¬ 
pany), based at Grantham. 
Lincolnshire, came as Iran 
and Iraq were at war. The 
contract ran from 1986. six 
years after the war began, to 
1989, the year after it ended. 
Throughout the eight yean of 
fighting the export of arms to 
either side was banned. 

Jonathan Aitken. son of a 


Spitfire pilot, former journal¬ 
ist. ambitious Tory MP and. 
most importantly for his pro¬ 
spective employers, a man 
with unrivalled experience of 
arms sales in the Middle East 
and with key political con¬ 
tacts, joined BMARC as a non¬ 
executive director in Septem¬ 
ber 1988, a month after the 
Iran-Iraq ceasefire. Project 
List worth £15 million, had 
already been running for two 
years. The government arms 
embargo remained in place. 

Mr Aitken stayed with 
BMARC until June 1990 on a 
salary of £10.000 a year, 
leaving, along with other di¬ 
rectors. when it ran into 
financial trouble that led even¬ 
tually to receivership. 

Project Usi involved the sale 
of 140 GAM-BO! 20mm naval 
cannon to Charter Industries 
in Singapore. The weapons 
were delivered in component 
form but were later shipped to 
Iran and ended up on three 
Iranian frigates arid two cor¬ 
vettes. They were also fined to 
Iranian fast patrol boats. 

The codename was an aero- 


Former directors 
fight threat of 
disqualification 


By Jon Ashworth 
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GERALD JAMES, the former 
merchant banker at the centre 
of. the Jonathan Aitken arms- 
to-Iran row, is fighting at¬ 
tempts by the Department of 
Trade and Industry to have 
him disqualified as a company 
director. He and five other 
former executives of the col¬ 
lapsed Astra group of com¬ 
panies face bans of between 
two and fifteen years if the 
proceedings go against them. 

Mr James, whose remarks 
about Mr Aitkerft reputed 
presence at board meetings 
has fuelled fresh controversy 
over the MFs dealings, was 
heavily criticised in the DTI 
report on the Astra collapse. 
The report, published in 

, ....__ June 1993, referred to sloppy 

*i!SL» ir- accounting, rash management 
- r.-rait Knasftdra and misleading statements - 
• \txv4 Hurt fe from John Anderson.- a direo 
“ - tor of AstraJ lt reftfflM to a 
false invoke allegedly created • 
by Mir James, then'aistirman ’* 
of Astra, and Mr Anderson, to 
bolster profits ahead of a 
stockmarket listing, and said 
Mr James had been impru¬ 
dent over his dealings with 
Stby Hayward, the company's 
former auditor. This related to 
the acquisition of the Belgian 
arms company PRB. 

The DTI inspectors said: 
“Mr James was insistent to us 
that the acquisition was fully 


& ttr 

fS 

%.ia8& 


men 
nan breal* 
i rape trn 



James: heavily 
criticised by DTI 





Anderson: accused of 
■ attempt to mislead 


discussed and debated by the 
board members. However, we 
do not accept that. In particu¬ 
lar, we find that there was at 
no stage any considered collec¬ 
tive discussion by all the board 
members of the Stoy reports 
and their impact on the pro¬ 
posed acquisition." 

Mr Janies dismissed the 
DTI report as a smear cam¬ 
paign, saying that be would 
fight to expose corruption at 
the heart of government He 
said at die time: “If the truth 
came out Astra would make 
Matrix Churchifl look like a ' 
Sunday school outing.” 

Mr James later told MFs 
that he was steered into alleg¬ 
edly overpaying for BMARC 
and PRB. He claimed that 
three Astra divisions. traded 
with Iran taring -ttie aims- 
embargo, and-spoke bf pres ¬ 
sure from investors and bank¬ 
ers with military' 'and 
government connections, a 
group he dubbed "the Savoy 
mafia”. These were said to 
indude Sir John Cuckney. 
one-time chairman of 3i and 
formerly of MIS: John Leh¬ 
man; a former US Navy 
Secretary who worked for the 
US investment house Paine 
Webber, and Stephan Kock. a 
former soldier in the Rhode¬ 
sian SAS who had acted as a 
consultant to Midland Bank. 

The DTI launched proceed¬ 
ings against the Astra direc¬ 
tors last summer. Mr James 
and Mr Anderson face dis¬ 
qualification. along with 
.Christopher-.Gumbley^ Mar-- 
tin Guest James Miller and 
Laurence Kingswood. Mr 
Gumbley. former managing 
director of Astra, was jailed 
for nine months in 1990 after 
be was convicted of corruptly 
giving a BMW car to a 
Ministry of Defence official. 

It has emerged that Mr 
James and Mr Anderson re¬ 
cently approached Coopers & 
Lybrand, the accountancy 
firm winding up Astra and 
BMARC, and requested 
copies of various board meet¬ 
ings and minutes. They said 
they needed the documents as 
part of their defence against 
the DTI proceedings. Coopers 
& Lybrand released copies of 
the documents after taking 
legal advice that it was proper 
to so. Those documents 
appear to form the basis of 
articles in 77ie Independent. 

During the 1980s. Mr James 
built Astra info a diversified 
group with interests from 
fireworks to defence. He was 
forced to step down in March 
1990 under pressure from 
institutional shareholders. 


Kinnock job in doubt 

By Arthur Leathley, political correspondent 

NEIL KINNOCK*S future as ftmnyear term bega n less 
a European commissioner than three months ago. 
was put in doubt yesterday as would be the most vulnerable 
ministers said they might of Britain’s representatives 
abandon one of Britain's two as Sir Leon Brittan. the 
nosts in Brussels. Trade Commissioner, is ooe 

The Government made die of die most senior members 
offer as a means of cutting of die Com mi ssion- 
bureaucracy 'before any en- Mr Kmnocfc, whose wife 
langement of the European Glenys is an MEP. bought a 
Union. Mr Kinnock. whose home in Brussels recently. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


YESTERDAY In th« Cqpnnoiwniiw- 
tjons » Treasury mJnators ana 9w 
Prinw Minister were . Wtowed by 

Abates cm the Contract Omffuno- 

tions Bi Relation to the Re^slraflon of 
Companies) Order, the tool gown* 
JjSrtflnanoa special grant report md 
tSSriun. In the Uwte: debates on the 


Health Authorities BIS and the HJ 
decision to open up the Irish Bax id 
foreign flshonnen. 

TODAY in the Commons: debates on 
backbench BRs inAidlnfl the taguto- 
Bon ol the diet hdwfcY 8M wtftha 
Breast Cancer {National Plan) BUI The 
House at Lords tat not sitting. 


nym for Licensed to Singa¬ 
pore. BMARC made the guns 
under licence from Oerlikon. a 
Swiss company. Department 
of Trade and industry sources 
have confirmed that the sale of 
small-calibre naval guns 
would require an export li¬ 
cence even lo Singapore, a 
Commonwealth country, un¬ 
less it was a govemment-to- 
gove mmen t arrangement 

The DTI keeps a long list of 
products that, under the Ex¬ 
port Control of Goods Order, 
require export licences. Com¬ 
panies seeking to export arms 
have to examine the list then 
apply for a licence. 

However, there would have 
been few qualms on the pan of 
either the DTI or Customs and 
Excise, which has the job of 
"policing" exported products 
under licence, in approving 
the sale of naval guns lo 
Singapore because the country 
is viewed as entirely friendly. 

Also, a contract to sell naval 
guns to Singapore looked le¬ 
gitimate and appropriate. The 
Singapore navy had missile 
boats for which a 20mm 


cannon with a range of 23 
miles would have been well 
suited. Singapore was also In 
the market for warships and 
eventually ordered six Ger¬ 
man-designed attack cor¬ 
vettes. These ships, however, 
were never fined with a naval 
gun as small as 20mm. 

To a new director, such as 
Mr Aitken. arriving two years 
after Preyed Usi rad started, 
the contract appeared to be a 
straightforward one with Sin¬ 
gapore. The key issue today, 
however, is this: was he tofd or 
did he discover that Project 
Usi was a cover for selling 
naval guns to the Iranians? 

Gerald James, the former 
chairman of BMARC. insists 
that it was common know¬ 
ledge that the guns would end 
up in Iran. He says Project Lisi 
was discussed at board meet¬ 
ings attended by Mr Aitken. 
"It was a very major contract", 
he said. John Anderson, a 
director from 1984 to 1991 of 
Astra Holdings, B MARC’S 
parent company, also said on 
the BBC’s Newsnight that it 
was "widely known" that the 


guns were going to Iran. “You 
don't keep secrets [in a com¬ 
pany). things gradually coroe 
out," he said. 

However, another director. 
Major-General Donald Isles. 

a former direaor-general of 
weapons at the Ministry of 
Defence, says that there was 
no mention of Iran in the 
context of Project Usi. al¬ 
though he admiis that there 
were rumours after the con¬ 
tract was under way. As far he 
was concerned — and this is 
also Mr Aitkenexplanation 
— Project Usi was an entirely 
legitimate sale of 140 naval 
guns to a friendly Common¬ 
wealth country- "it was never 
discussed at board meetings 
that the cannon was going to 
Iran.” he said. Two other 
former directors back this line: 
Wiliam McNaughz. the for¬ 
mer managing director, and 
Chris Gumbley, former chief 
executive of Astra. 

One key board meeting was 
on Wednesday November 2. 
1988, at BMARCs offices in 
Grantham. Seven directors 
were present Mr Aitken 
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stayed for four hours of die 
meeting then left to attend a 
memorial service. Mr Aitken 
says that he left before the' 
discussion about the .compa¬ 
ny's order book, which includ¬ 
ed Project LisL He says that he 
attended two other board 
meetings, in February and 
April 1989. Mr Anderson says 
that Mr Aitken was present at 
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C The key issue 
is: did he find 
out that it was 
a cover for 
selling guns to 
the Iranians? 9 


Usi. the covert nature of the 
deal is underlined by the fact 
that the guns were delivered in 
component form to avoid the 
need for an export licence. 
However, DTI sources say 
that components of a weapon 
system are included on the 
export control list and should 
not escape the licensing laws. 

It was on this basis that the 
infamous “giant seel id 
pipes" bound for Iraq were 
seized by Customs in 1990. 
They were suspected of being 
sections for the barrel of a 
supergun. 

Astra Holdings, which 
benight BMARC in 1988 and 
went into receivership in 1992. 
was also involved in the 
supergun affair, after the com¬ 
pany took over in 1989 a 
Belgian aims firm called PRB. 
which had a contract to supply 
propellant for the gun. 

Without commenting on 
Project Lisi, the DTI sources 
admitted it was possible that 
some weapons components 
might "slip through the gap” 
if they could be presented as 
non-military. 


about nine meetings. Mr 
James and Mr Anderson are 
adamant that minutes of all 
the board meetings, including 
those that referred to Project 
Lisi, were circulated to all 
directors whether or not they 
had been present 
According to the directors 
who have publicly acknowl¬ 
edged the truth behind Project 







Now that it’s cheaper to 
install extra lines 
you can reel in more business 


We want your business never to miss a call. business calls so we've cut the cost of 
Yet, on average, one in fo^r business calls • installing two. or more extra lines. In fact,; 
never get through. Half of the time this is now you can save at least 20% per line, 
due. to .businesses having so few lines Who knows, it could be just what you 
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PACKARD BELL 

Personal Computer 

■ Intel 4S6DX2/50 MHz processor. 

■ 4Mb RAM. 

■ Super VGA colour monitor. 

■ 512Kb video memory. 

Model DX2/50. 

Usual Price £1049 inc. VAT. 

PLUS 

CANON 

Bubblejet Printer 

■ Auto sheetfeeder. 

■ Up to 3.7 pages per minute 
print speed. 

Model BJ200EX. 

Usual Price £249.99 inc. VAT. 1 

Total Separate Selling Price £1306.98. I 
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PACKAGE PRICE 




£1020.43 



SAVE UP TO £70 ON PRINTERS 


CANON 

Bubblafet Priirtsr 

Model B110SX 
Wm £179 99. 


CANON 

BubMajet Printer with 
BO Pag* Sheetfeeder 
MwMBLUO 


£10 


£16199 


T:\TM CURRYS PRICE 

EH £299® 


CANON 


Bubbiejet Colour Printer 

■ 4 pages per minute print speed (mono). 

■ 360 x 360 dpi resolution. 

■ 64(C memory buffer. CURRYS PRICE 

■ Built-in sheetfeeder. AAA 

Model BJC4000. * jTfl a a 

Was £39*99. r K /LI nfl 

Was £349.99 LjUji JJ 




SAVE 


CANON 

Bubblejet Printer 

■ 80 page auto sheetfeeder. 

■ Up to 3.7 pages per 
minute print speed. 

■ 8 built-in fonts. 

Model RJ200EX. 

Was £299.99. CURRYS PRICE 


LATEST PSION 
ORGANISERS 


SAVE »£30 ON 


£ 249,99 







LATEST IBM 
MULTIMEDIA PC 

IBIVI Multimedia PC 

■ DX2/50 MHz processor. 

■ 270Mb hard drive. 

■ 4Mb RAM. 

■ Local Bus. 

■ Includes speakers. 

■ Software includes: IBM DOS 6.3, 

Windows 3.11, MS Works 3.0. 

■ Plus CD-ROM software: 

Theme Park, Kid Pix and Scooters 
Magic Castle. 

Modei DX2/50. 


°®Ol 

SS|Ji 


PSION 




SAVE 


SAVE 


UP TO A 
TOTAL OF 

WITH THIS VOUCHER 


FOR 3 DAYS 


Series 3A 1MB Personal Organiser 
Ideal for performing CURRYS PRICE 

desktop PC functions 5 

wherever you are. 

■ 1MB memory. f J AA 

-Urge easy-read 


PSION 

Series 3A512K 
Personal Organisar 


PSION 

Series 3A 2MB 
Personal Organiser 


BUILT-IN i 
I SPREAD-1 
SHEET 



CURRYS PRICE 


CURRYS PBCE 

£299.99 


£399.99 



BROTHER 

Portable Word Processor 

■ Large capacity disc drive. 

■ Spreadsheet facility. 

■ 80 characters by 7 niDB 

line display. T?*? 

■ Full spellchecker 

user dictionary. r T IL 

Model GW25. T I w . 

Was£229.99. L !■ 


SHARP 

Word Processor 
Model 550 
W® 029.99. 


TRIUMPH 

ADLER 

Inkwriter 0 
W»UQ9 99. 


TRIUMPH 

ADLER 

InkwriterBI 
Wd £5M 


CURRYS PRICE 

£ 199.9 





TOTAL OF 


£30 


rrr*TT 


£30 


£25 


£299® 


£399® 


£499 


A-# jl Fax Machine 

■ 10 auto-dial numbers. 

■ On-hook dialling. 

■ Fax/phone switch. 
Model DF100. 

Was £299.99. 

In-store Price £269.99. 



£20 



SAMSUNG 

Fax Machine 
OrvhjoJt duffing. 

Model SF30. W» £229.99 


SAMSUNG 

Fax/ Phone 
digital anoaierphcne 
Modei SrsOD Was £349 99. 


rrr 


BT Cordless Phone 

LCD ribplay. 
i Intercom fadffty 
between base and . 
handset 

Model FREESTYLE 
300. Was £99.99. 
In-store Price 
£89.99. 


I U l «L 

£15 




CURRYS PRICE 

f32!» 



£5 



VAT 


£ 1020 . 4 : 


SAVE s £200 ON TOP BRAND PCs 

SAVE 

£ 200 ,.. . 


ONLY CURRYS BRING YOU 
ALL THIS 
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IBM Aptiva Multimedia PC 

■ Intel 486SX 33MHz processor. 

■ Z70Mb lard drive and 4Mb SAM. ,-iihbvc noire 

■ Super VGA monitor. JkA jf* 

■ 1Mb video memory. 

■ CD ROM drive and speakeis. .fUUU 

■ SoftwarendudesLocalBu* ¥* 

IBM PC DOS 63, MS Windows mm WWw 
3.1, MS Wbrk* Theme Park ~ rOCn « 

and Photo Gallery^ Was £ 1 199. £ojU.22i$r 


PACKARD BELL, > 

Pentium Multimedia PC K 

a Pentium 60 MHz processor. ■ 420Mb hard drive. 
M 8Mb RAM and Local Bus. ■ Software includes: 

MS-DOS 62 , MS Windows CURRY5 PRKE 
3.11, Navigator, m JkgLgk 

MS Entertainment, MW 
Sage Moneywise, Lotus A I MMM 
123 and Lotus Ami Pro. F i miLJ J'me 
■ 13 CD-ROM titles. m *^mWwr 

W “ £1B9S - £1445.96»at 




I 
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HOTLINE HELP 
7-DAYS A WEEK 






m w m 

W& i W 
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? ■Ztk‘ T ** ‘i 

PpP 




PACKARD 

BELL 

DX2/66 Ibwer PC 

W* CIJ9?. 


CURRYS PtO 

Hill 


HIGHSCREEN 

5X33 Multimedia 
WatCifen 


£l02043% 


_ CUHBYSPW 

Hii 

£850.214 






m 


li: ‘~ lv^TfT| [ [| j; rTTrwu^Jh:': 


LOWEST 
PRICES 

GUARANTEED 


Well refund the difference on the spot if you 
can find the same hem. with the same offer, 
cheaper locally. Just com# back to us within 7 
days of purchase, with the details. The product 
must be new. complete, and available far 
immediate delivery. This guarantee exdudes 
mail order prices/offen. 


Currys 

j; CO VERPLAN 

^ 0WaK;l;w ENS^E 


Currys 


OVER 400 STORES 

NATIONWIDE 

OB SntMntont ofhr udWx. 1 


AB Swptrifcwt vW*r «aa» p—idagt, lata 1 j a t t _■ . J 

■dbg 01B1-200 €OO 0 far dttAor i ™?** 9 
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Gaullist contenders square up for final rounds 

Dour Balladur reborn as 
‘Doudou’ the showman 


From Charles Bremner in paris 


A SECOND wind is lifting the 
spirits of Edouard Balladur, 
France’s Gaullist Prime Min¬ 
ister. now that he has man¬ 
aged to climb back into the 
ring with Jacques Chirac, who 
earlier this month appeared to 
have knocked out his presi¬ 
dential dream. 

“1 think I have managed to 
get things back cm track after 
the sudden fall in the polls in 
hi February and I'm complete¬ 
ly confident," he said. “My 
problem has been to get across 
the idea that I have something 
new and am offering change " 

M Balladur was reviewing 
his strategy as he started a 
tour of central Brittany, com¬ 
forted by evidence that his 
more aggressive campaign 
style had helped to halt M 
Chirac's rapid ascent The 
Paris Mayor and Gaullist 
party leader still leads by 
about six percentage points, 
but with the polls more vola¬ 
tile than they have been in any 
modem French election, M 
Balladur hopes to eclipse Lio¬ 
nel Jospin, the Socialist in the 
first round vote on April 23 
and beat M Chirac in the run¬ 
off on May 7. 

The Balladur team even 
managed to put a positive 
gloss on yesterday’s public 
transport strike, which para¬ 
lysed rail, Metro and air 
services. It was, they said, a 
sign that the left-wing unions 
had given upon M Jospin and 
that the return of wage de¬ 
mands reflected awamess that 
France had recovered from 
recession. 

Life as an underdog seems 
tq_.agree with the fastidious 
Prime Minister, who tumbled 
in February from his throne as 
the “natural” successor to 
President Mitterrand. At least 
that is the message that he 


wants to convey as he fights M. 
Chirac’s brilliant recasting of 
himself as a crusading man of 
the people. The past week has 
seen an implausible switch in 
which the aloof M Balladur 
has been reborn with the 
nickname “Doudou”, an ag¬ 
gressive campaigner who can 
work the streets and farm¬ 
yards with the best of them. 


sees as a failure to acknowl¬ 
edge his achievement in bring¬ 
ing France out of recession 
and cutting an unemployment 
level which is still the highest 
of any comparable country. 
“But people are taking more 
notice now, there is a sort of 
new awareness and they also 
don’t like some of the methods 
being used by others.” This 


C My difficulty is that we are living through 
the end of 14 years of socialism. People 
unconsciously see me as a continuation 5 


Surely this must be hard for a 
man renowned for his refine¬ 
ment and attachment to rank? 
“Not in the slightest” the 
Prime Minister said with a 
laugh. “1 have adapted to the 
circumstances and 1 find it 
great fan. I appreciate the 
warmth people are showing 
towards me. I find it vety 
reassuring.” 

The 65-year-old M Ball¬ 
adur. who has governed far 
two years of “cohabitation" 
with M Mitterrand, said he 
has been handicapped by his 
incumbency. “The polls went 
down hard in February 
because the Government had 
difficulties and all the others 
went forme. They are still at St. 
They don't attack each other, 
just me." Running the Gov¬ 
ernment has been a distrac¬ 
tion. he said. “I'm not 
complaining, just pointing out 
that half my time is spent as 
Prime Minister. 

“My main difficulty has 
been the fact that we are living 
through the end of 14 years of 
socialism. Because I ve been in 
power, people unconsciously 
see me as a continuation.” M 
Balladur is stung by what he 


Zero hour for UN 
leaves Bosnia with 
little hope of peace 


By Misha Glenny 

AS FIGHTING spreads like a 
malignant tumour in several 
parts of Bosnia, this evening's 
expiry date of the United 
Nations mandate in Croatia 
threatens to go unnoticed. 

Two weeks ago Croatia's 
President Tudjman an¬ 
nounced with great pomp that 
Croatia had derided to allow 
the UN lo stay in Croatia after 
all. thus heading off the possi¬ 
bility of increased conflict 
between Serbs and Croats. 

But as zero hour approaches 
the parties are still as far apart 
as ever on the substance of a 
revised mandate for the UN, 
which Zagreb is insisting on if 
the peacekeeping force is to 
stay. Two proposals for a new 
mandate have been floated, 
one by Bouttos Boutros Ghali, 
the UN Secretary-General, 
and one by the US State 
Department. 

But earlier this week Mate 
Granic, the Croatian Foreign 
Minister who is the leading 
moderate in the Zagreb Gov¬ 
ernment. stated that these 
were unacceptable. 

The main stumbling block 
is that the Croats are adamant 
that the UN must prevent the 
Serbs in the so-called Krajina 
enclave from receiving mili¬ 
tary supplies from Serbia and 
the Bosnian Serbs. The 
Krajina Serbs, not surprising- 

Dutch 
soldier 
is killed 

Sarajevo: A Dutch peacekeep¬ 
er was killed by shelling near 
one of Bosnia's fiercest com¬ 
bat zones in what the United 
Nations said yesterday was 
probably a deliberate attack. 

The soldier, whose name 
has not been released, was 
laded late on Wednesday at 
an observation post In north¬ 
east Bosnia near a strategic 
communications tower. 

In another incident a man 
in his 50s. with dual British 
and Australian citizenship, 
who tried to negotiate the safe 
passage of an aid convoy to 
Croatia’s Bihac enclave, is 
being held by separatist 
Serbs. UN officials said. 

A convoy spokesman iden¬ 
tified him as Mirko Buzak. 
who emigrated from Croatia 
ip the 1960s. UN officials said 
they had asked Croatian Serb 
authorities to release Mr 
Buzak but had not been able 
to make contact with him. 
-There is no need to drama- 
rice the situation. Negotiation 
STipossible.” a UN official 
said. (AFP/Reuter) 



Granic rejected new 
peacekeeping plans 

(y, reject this, a stance that has 
put the UN in an awkward 
position. If the Serbs and 
Croats stick to their positions, 
the LIN forces will be attempt¬ 
ing to-implement a mandate 
rejected by both sides. 

The Security Council will be 
voting on a delicately-fudged 
resolution which states that 
the UN Confidence Rebuild¬ 
ing Operation. Uncro. (as the 
force is called under the new 
mandate) will assist “in con¬ 
trolling by monitoring mili¬ 
tary' personnel, equipment, 
supplies and weapons” across 
the borders with Serbia and 
the Bosnian Serb territories. 

“At the moment we have no 
idea what is going to happen," 
. said one senior UN official in 
Zagreb. “All we know is that 
the number of ceasefire viola¬ 
tions along the ‘zone of separa¬ 
tion’ between the Serbs and 
the Croats is mounting daily 
and these now include some 
fairly serious fi refights be¬ 
tween the two armies.” 

The confusion over the new 
mandate for Croatia comes at 
a deeply inopportune moment 
for the various international 
mediators. In Bosnia the 
efforts of the Contact Group, 
comprising Britain, France. 
America, Germany and Rus¬ 
sia, are heading for the rocks. 

Earlier this week the Con¬ 
tact Group reactivated a pro¬ 
posal known as Plan B, which 
some cynical observers now 
refer to as Plan B from Outer 
Space, which involves per¬ 
suading Slobodan Milosevic, 
the Serbian President, to rec¬ 
ognise Croatia and Bosnia in 
exchange for the lifting of 
sanctions. 

Mr Milosevic has made it 
dear, however, that sanctions 
must be lifted first and the 
constitutional relationship be¬ 
tween the Serbs in Croatia and 
Bosnia regulated locally be¬ 
fore he' wifi consider 
recognition. 

Given that there have been 
no meaningful negotiations 
between the Contact Group 
and the Bosnian Serbs for 
several months now. the 
chances of a wider solution 
appear less than zero. 


comment was aimed at M 
Chirac's portrayal-of himself 
as a champion of change 
against the “immobility" of the 
Prime Minister who took over 
at his request after the conser¬ 
vative parliamentary victory. 
M Balladur is hitting back, 
highlighting M Chirac’s con¬ 
tradictory promises. 

Referring to the absence of 
any debate about the Euro¬ 


pean Union. M Balladur said 
that M Chirac had borrowed 
his own position as someone 
who believed in deeper union 
without federalism. The 
Gaullist favourite caused sur¬ 
prise earlier this month when 
he broke with his more Euro- 
sceptical stance and backed 
monetary union and other 
common polities. 

M Balladur said that if he 
wins the presidency, he will 
work to make sure that Britain 
is “closely associated” with 
France's continuing commit¬ 
ment to partnership with 
Germany. 

As he- returned to the cam¬ 
paign trail M Balladur was 
acclaimed by 5.000 supporters 
at an American-style rally in 
the small town of Loud6ac. He 
responded with an energetic, 
unscripted speech complete 
with arm-waving and awk¬ 
ward grins. The performance 
was still no match for M 
Chirac's showmanship, but it 
was eons away from the old 
regal style. 



OVERSEAS NEWS 9 

Strikers 
disrupt 
transport 
in France 


Edouard Balladur at a sports stadium in Paris on a break from his election campaign 


From Agence France-Presse 

IN PARIS 

AIR. rail and Paris bus and 
M£tro strikes plunged France 
into chaos yesterday, causing 
prolonged delays for commut¬ 
ers and fuelling political ten¬ 
sion in the run-up to next 
month's presidential elections. 

Only the Channel Tunnel 
Eurostar service and the Par- 
is-Lausanne high-speed trains 
were running normally. The 
strikes, some over salary rises, 
come amid a wave of industri¬ 
al disputes as unions take 
advantage of the election cam¬ 
paign to press home their de¬ 
mands of the future president. 

Only a quarter of mainline 
trains were running across 
France, the domestic airline 
Air Inter cancelled half its 
flights while the Paris Mfitro 
and bus networks were down 
by an average of 30 per cent, 
severely disrupting the eco¬ 
nomic life of the capital. 

An 18-mile traffic jam built 
up during the morning rush 
hour on the Paris ring road. 
Motorways leading into the 
capital had a total 30 miles of 
queues. 


On Some Flights 
Our Entire Plane Is A 
Non-Smoking Section. 


Sit American Airlines, everything we do is built around your needs as a business traveller. For 
some travellers that includes flying in a smoke-free environment. So we re now offering you the 
choice of totally non-smoking flights. For example, on selected flights you can travel from 
London to New York, Chicago, Dallas/Fort Worth and Boston with the ’No Smoking’ signs illu¬ 
minated the entire way. For reservations and information, call your travel agent or American 
Airlines on 0181 572 5555 or 0345 789789 (outside London). For holiday packages, call 


American Holidays on 0181 577 9966. 


AraerteaiAiritoes* 

HOLIDAYS 


AsTj-sr^sanAirlines* 

Something special in the air. 


American Airlines is a registered trademark of American Airlines, Inc. © 1995 American Airlines- 
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B&Q GARDES 
T1MBERCARE 

4 Colours. 

9 Litres. 


GARDEN WAU STORE 

3 FT 6ins x 2fT x 5ft high. 


£ 54 " £8 
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/lOVEARl 

(guarantee 

1 AGAINST J 

ROT A 


LARCH-LAP 6ft FENCE PANELS 

| «t £13” a. £13 w 4B £12" 3B £12” 

LARCH-LAP 3ins x 3ins Jg 
FENCE POST _„ 

25 yecs guarantee against rot METPOST 

on re99 srr /c.99 FENCE POST fin 
Shgth£5-" length U SUPPORT 

3*. £5" kmgtli £4‘" JlfP 

mwmW £5" M 


5ft length 


31ns x 31ns 
x 301ns 

£5* 


LARCH-LAP APEX 
FEATHEREDGE SHED 

Treated featheredge 
cladding complete 
with hardware fittings 
and roofing felt. 
Excludes glass. 
Self-assembly. 

6ft x 4ft x 6ft 8ins height. 


vm 



B&Q 'EASY TO USE 1 GROW-PACK 
Improves plant growth and vegetable 
yields. With builHn water system, reusable 
tray and supply of wicks for second year. 
With free 7% pack erf 
Phostrogen Tomato Food, S' QQ 
RRP 99p. ff|' 77 

While special packs last. Wmml 

NURSERY STOCK 

Alpines Clematis 

99 P £5 " 


Herbs 


Efwoodii 


99 p I £5 " 


HEDGING CONIFERS 

Leylandii. Green 
or Castlewellan X X* 
Gold. M 


CORINTHIAN SQUARE 
PLANTER (Shown) 

£3" 

VBIETIAN 10cm 
TERRACOTTA 

FLOWER POT (Shown) 

99 p 

REGENCY TUB 

£11" 

TOSCANA CERAMIC 
PLANTER 

lOins. 

£2 49 

ZO.49 

13ins. U I6ins. 

£4" 


©O© 




B&Q GROWMORE 

GRANULAR 

FERTILIZER 

General purpose 
fertilizer (or flowers, 
fruit and vegetables 
that supplies three 
plant nutrients - 
nitrogen, phosphate 
and potash. 3kg. 
WAS £1.99. 

NOW 


IRISH 

MOSS 

■PEAT 


SHAMROCK 
IRISH MOSS 
PEAT 

200 Litres. 

£&” 


At* 



P ‘GRASSHOPPER* 

LAWN TREATMENT 

Fertilizer with weedkiller 
and mosskiller containing 
magnesium with Iron. 
Contains 2.4-D. dlcamba 
and ferrous sulphate. 

£ 6 ” 

' s® £S M 

5^ ‘EVERGREEN EXTRA* 

£§ LAWN FEED 

With weedkiller 
9 and mosskiller. 

H Contains MCPA, 

H Mecoprop and 
Ferrous Sulphate. 

I 3.5kg pack AQ 

Bj covers 

g T00sq.m. L# 

RM THE UWEL BEFORE YOU Bin'S i 
USE PESTTODES SAEHY. ■■ 


B&Q 

BONE MEAL 

Sterilised organic 
fertilizer with 
slow acting 
phosphate and 
nitrogen. 3kg. 
WAS £3.65, fierf* 

NOW 




F1SONS T 8ins 
LAWN SPREADER 








FISONS LAWN SAND 

25kg. 

Contains ferrous sulphate. 

While stocks last.' 


• I • 






MOUNTFIELD ‘OMEGA 42‘ 
LASER PETROL ROTARY 
LAWN MOWER 
16.5in$ cut, 3.5hp Briggs and 
Stratton Classic engine. 


"-mm. 

i. —r 


DECORATIVE 

CHIPPED 

BAI\K 




WITH ^REE 

B&Q Premier Auto-Vent B&Q price 
£14.99, While special packs last. 


B&Q PREMIER 
8ft X 6ft GREENHOUSE 
Maintenance-free aluminium 
frame with single roof vent 
and smooth-action 
sliding door. 

Base not 
included. 

Self-assembly. 

Model No. 86. 




vim 


POWERBREAKER 
ROD SAFETY 
ADAPTOR J02 


t WILKINSON 
SWORD 
‘SUPER-CUT 

pruner 

£ 11 " 

” WILKINSON 

SWORD 

EDGING SHEAR 


Yard King 21 ins 
3.75hp Petrol Rotary Mower 

Rear discharge cut _ . — _ 
deck, with large 

capacity cloth • IWW 1 
grass bag. 21 ins cut. mm I W w 


SPSS 

Ms® 


WILKINSON SWORD * 
‘CLASSIC* 

S? K /4R.99 

SPADE LIaJ each 


WILKINSON 
SWORD 
‘CLASSIC* ' 
BYPASS LOPPER 


£15- £19 
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B&Q 

GROWING BAG 

37 Litres. * 

-OR- 

SHAMROCK 
PEAT FREE 
GROW BAG 

35 Litres. 




CADISMARK PATIO 
& RATH CLEANER 

2 Litres. 


|'.(idiana3c... 




.49 


5 Litres. 

£7 


r .49 


3i 


THAMESFONE 
TRADITIONAL 
PAVING SLAB 
450mm x 450mm. 
Weathered Grey. 




B&Q DECORATIVE 
CHIPPED BARK 
80 Litres. 


B&Q SMOOTH OR fafoorw crTP*/0*l 

TEXTURED EXTERIOR frrgl" 

MASONRY PAINT 

Pure Brilliant_Whlte. 




.99 


P7 1||£ PURI 
y SRILI.1AHT 

• ach m white 
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PREMIER VINYL MATT, 

SILK OR SATIN EMULSION 

New Colours 

1 Litre ^^5) each 2.5 Litres ^£5^each 


> 


5 Litres. Was £18.49 


■iSlLMATT 




m 



matt 


now 


mxs 


B&Q VINYL MATT OR 

SILK EMULSION 

Pure Brilliant White. 

10 Litres. 


WAS £13.95 

£1195 

" NOW ® 





m- 


' ifog;?.!? 


COLONIAL PINE 
6 PANEL 

INTERIOR DOOR 

78ins x 30ins. 


£0199 

™ •mt/ 


BUCK & DECKER 
BD1200 
WALLPAPER 
STRIPPER +d 

1200 W. m 

WAS £29.50 dmJ 


nun 

£24* 


COLLAPSIBLE 
STORAGE CRATES 
Multi-coloured. 

47cm x 35cm x 23cm. 


£2 


SOLVITE ALL PURPOSE 
WALLPAPER ADHESIVE 
Economy size. 

Hangs up to 10 rolls. 


All PURPOSE 
CERAMIC 

WALL TILE 
ADHESIVE & 




SHAFT CUW 
HAMMER 




34N-1 MULTIBLADE HARD POINT SAW 

With coarse, standard and 
fine cutting blades and 
quick release button QQ 

tor fast blade m 

changes. nw 


Large size. 


B&Q NON DRIP GLOSS 

Pure Brilliant White. 
2.5 Litres. 







P'irsH?MSB: 



fhstUiTL 


S BRUSH SET OF 
PURE BRISTLE 
BRUSHES 

fcins. llns, 
l'Mns, 21ns, 2'Mns. 


B&Q 91ns SIMUUTED 
SHEEPSKIN ROLLER . 
AND TRAY SET. 


lR * B R i L L M N 



PREMIER VINYL MATT, 
SILK OR SATIN 
EMULSION 

Pure Brilliant 
White. 5 Litres. 

WAS £9.99 

NOW 


CROWN 'PRISTINE 1 
MID SHEEN 
CLEANABLE 
EMULSION 

2.5 Litres. XI 1 
16 Colours, nl 

. Brilliant 


AQUAVAC 
MULTISYSTEM 3000 
Carpet shampooer 
and domestic wet and dry 
cleaner. 1000W motor. 


3 00° 






! Polyceii| 

\y^" 


bli- CULW'-' 


W< ! 


:»4 **;*'’*•'*•<•** 







iZZ 


•-r.r r 





B&Q VINYL MATT, SILK 
OR SATIN EMULSION 

Pure Brilliant White. 

5 Litres. 


WAS £7.99 

£X99 

nowMW eac " 
SxQtt/ 


POLYCELL EVENCEIL 
CEILING FINISH 

Matt or Silk. Brilliant White. 
2.5 Litres. 


WAS £11.99 

£099 

low W „ EAC . H . 
B&AoC/ 
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Si 2 Oram 5al 


BUILDING SAND 
40kg. 

99 p 



Sharp Sam gM** 



poo >3, 





POST MIX 

25kg. 

0.49 




BLUE CIRCLE 

ORDINARY PORTLAND 


BLUE CIRCLE 
ORDINARY PORTUND 
CEMENT 

48kg (nominal). 


IpostWix 

H , 

js2ss£& — t/ 








BOSCH DELTA SANDER 
PDA 100 
100W. 


WAS £48.89 

£4150 

now ■ mB&Q.cCf 


£475 

■ t&Qie/ 


can do it 


MOSLEY-STONE 
MASONRY 
PAINT BRUSH 


token i/at 8&&t£f l£ 2 ” ^ 


.49 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday to Saturday 8am to Bpm. 

Sunday Most stores In England and Wales 10am Jo dpm (where permitted) 
Scotland and Northern Ireland 9am to 6pm. (Ballymena closed Sunday). 



BRITAIN’S BIGGEST OI.Y CHAIN 
Freecall 0500 300150 FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE 

Prices and otters applicable to B&Q Supercentres. 

Sizes shown are approximate. Offers subject to availability, 
please "phone to check before travelling 
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] ‘Father’ of Israeli atom programme proposes nuclear-free Middle East 

J . .. -__n__ that Icrflpl miffht be Willing 


ISRAEL is ready to propose a 
Middle East free of iron-conven¬ 
tional weapons and missiles as 
soon as a regional peace is assured, 
Shimon Peres, the Israeli Foreign 
Minister and “father" of the state's 
nuclear programme, said. 

“We shall be the first to propose a 
Middle East free.of nuclear weap¬ 
ons. We are very serious about it" 
he said in an interview to mark his 
visit to London. Though Israel does 
not, officially, admit that it has a 
nuclear capability, it is thought to 
have some 200 nuclear weapons. 

The Israeli arms have become a 
stumbling block for Britain and 
America as they try to cajole the 
world's non-nuclear powers into 
supporting an indefinite extension 


Israel does not want to entrust itself to a nuclear 
safeguard system as deeply flawed as the present 
one, Julian (THalloran writes 


of the 25-year-old Nudear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NFT). 

The United Nations conference 
on its renewal begins cm April 17 in 
New York. Of the 172 countries that 
have signed' the treaty, scores are 
arguing that it has been imple¬ 
mented unfairly. 

Egypt, Iran and Mexico, among 
others, object to the fact that 
signatories would have to accept 
International Atomic Energy Agen¬ 
cy inspections and safeguards at 


their nudear plants for an indefi¬ 
nite period, while a small minority 
led by Israel refuse to sign the 
treaty and have built their own 
nudear arsenals. 

Mr Peres was unable to be 
specific about the timetable. “1 
cannot commit myself about a year 
or two years, but I’m sure in your 
lifetime, I hope in ray lifetime," he 
said. “I think it will happen sooner 
than we dunk." Mr Peres is 71. He 
played the key role in setting up 


Israel's nudear reactor a: Dimona 
in the Negev Desen in the late 
1950s and early 1960s. He also 
devised brad’s "studied ambigu¬ 
ity" over whether it had nudear 
weapons, and the formula ritually 
repeated ever since, that israd 
"will not be the first country to 
introduce nudear weapons into the 
Middle East”. “We delivered two 
messages,” he said. “One to our 
friends and the other to our 
enemies. To our friends we said: 
■We shall not introduce nudear 
weapons.' And to our enemies we 
say, ‘Keep guessing.' 

“First of all, I didn't say we have 
a nudear weapons capability. But 
the real condition necessary is a 
peaceful Middle East because, for 


example... you cannot say. ‘I am 
giving tip the suspected nudear 
capacity of Israel.’ But I can say 
that in order to do so, we have to 
have 'challenge inspections'." 

What Mr'Peres seems to be 
suggesting is that if Israel ever did 
go down the road of nuclear 
disarmament, it would not want to 
entrust itself to an international 
nuclear safeguard system so 
flawed as the present one. 

Israel would nor be willing to 
dismantle its nudear weapons, join 
the NFT and then allow IAEA 
inspectors to place all its nudear 
facilities under safeguards. Israel’s 
argument is that it has been shown 
to be ludicrously easy for one of its 
neighbours to hoodwink the IAEA. 


By challenge inspections Mr Pens 
is referring to sudden instrusive 
searches. This is exactly what the 
IAEA failed ro do in Iraq. 

Instead of the IAEA. Mr Peres 
would prefer to send his own in¬ 
spectors into neighbouring coun¬ 
tries. But if this is dismissed by 
Israel’s critics, what about the idea 
of stopping the production of 
plutonium as a gesture? “By and 
large I would favour it, but it 
makes me wonder if we can 
guarantee the real cut-off. But the 
idea there is a good one.” 

Until there has been a radical 
shake-up in the safeguards system, 
Israel has a plausible excus e for 
rejecting it But if a reliable system 
could be achieved, Mr Peres hinted 


that Israel might be willing to 
make its contribution. 

"In my life,* he said, “J started 
with Dimona and I am winding up 
with Oslo. The purpose fe .. - to 
deter the ones that wanted to 
destroy us and I feel this policy is 
justified, and l hope the second half 
will become the complete story, 
namely the peace story." 

Julian O'HaUoran reports on the 
IAEA and nuclear safeguards in 
Atoms For War, .on Assignment 
Special, on BBC 2 at 72Qpm on 
Saturday April /. Shimon Peres's 
memoirs. Battling for Peace, are 
published by Weidenfetd and 
Nicholson at £20. They mil be 
reviewed in The Times next week. 


Kinkel encourages 
Britain to play 
central EU role 


GERMANY yesterday urged 
Britain to discard its Euro- 
sceptLsm. to take full part in 
the debate about the future of 
the Union and to join Paris 
and Bonn in an alliance at the 
hub of the continent. 

This enthusiastic prodding 
came from Klaus Kinkel. Ger¬ 
many's Foreign Minister, 
after the first day of Anglo- 
German discussions at the 
annual Kdnigswinter confer¬ 
ence and shortly before sched¬ 
uled talks with his counter¬ 
part, Douglas Hurd. 

Bonn appears to have 
launched a concerted cam¬ 
paign to make sure that Mr 
Major does not become a 
captive of his Euro-sceptics. In 
particular. Wolfgang 
Schauble. the Christian Dem¬ 
ocrat parliamentary floor 
leader, has been trying — in a 
recent meeting with Mr Ma¬ 
jor, during a keynote speech to 
British businessmen and at a 
recent Oxford conference — to 
reassure Britain that his plan 
for a “hard core" Europe is not 
a threat to London. 

The urgency of Herr 
Schauble's lobbying may be 
prompted not so much by 
Germany's assessment of the 
power of Conservative Euro¬ 
sceptics, as by the fear that the 
next Freni* president win be 
Jacques Chirac. , 

Herr Schauble has been 
firm in dismissing M Chirac's 
proposals that European deci¬ 
sions should be referred to 
national parliament Herr 
Kinkel yesterday expressed 
clear irritation about France's 
reluctant attitude towards es¬ 
tablishing Europol. 

“On police matters in 
France there is a very strong 
centralist tendency.” Herr 
Kinkel told the Stuttgarter 
Zeimng. “This touches the 
inner core of state sovereignty 
and that is why progress has 
become so difficult — leaving 
aside the various human vani- 


From Roger Boyes in bonn 

ties involved." In his speech 
yesterday to a mixed British 
and German audience, Herr 
Kinkel was not so barbed 
about France. 

There were no covert refer¬ 
ences to Charles Pdsqua, the 
Interior Minister (who' has 
become one of the German 
Government’s bug-bears). In¬ 
stead. he concentrated on the 
need to broaden the Franco- 
German axis. 

“This is not an exclusive 
relationship." Herr Kinkel 
said. "Britain is invited to 
build with Germany and 
France an accessible, competi¬ 
tive and efficient Europe ... 
we want stronger co-operation 
and consultation between the 
triangle of Germany, France 
and Britain." 

Herr Kinkel acknowledged 
— as did the experts in the 
Anglo-German conference — 
that there was still substantial 
differences between Bonn and 
London, but said he would 
continue to press Britain to 
accept the principle of major¬ 
ity voting in formulating 
European foreign policy. “We 



Kinkel: “federalism 
is not a dirty word” 


Don’t forget your 
passport 


... you could be flying 
to Vienna today 



Austrian welcome: The K&K Hotel Maria Theresia 


ENTER today’s Don't 
Forget Your Passport com¬ 
petition and you could be 
taking off later today on a 
short break to Vienna. 

A showcase of imperial 
grandeur with baroque 
palaces and an impressive 
collection of art and 
treasures, Vienna is also 
renowned for its musical 
tradition. Mozart and 
Beethoven composed there. 

One of three hotels 
offered by Cox & Kings in 
Vienna is the four-star K&K 
Maria Theresia Hotel in the 
centre of the old town. 

Even if you do not win, 
Cox & Kings will take you to 
Vienna for as little as £315 
with single supplements 
from £35. Prices include 
scheduled flights, two nights' 
rwinshare accommodation, 
and breakfast. For more 
details, ring Cox & Kings an 
0171873 5005. 


The winner of yesterdays 
Rome break was Robert 

Green, an electrician from 
Deepcar, Sheffield. 

Far a chance to win *e 
Vienna holiday for two. ring 

0839 44 4516 

before 3pm with the 
answers ra the following 
questions. We win contact 

you lata* today if you are 

tiie winner. 

1) Which river runs 
through Vienna? 

2) Of which empire ms 
Vienna the capital city? 


The winner win be drawn bom all 
correct answers recdved the 
time the lines dose. Normal Times 
Newspapers competition rules 
apply. Calls cost 39p a minute 

cheap rate and 
49p at all other 
times. 



are realists and understand 
your reluctance when it comes 
to interfering in national deci¬ 
sion-making. 

“Even so. in common for¬ 
eign and security policy, ma¬ 
jority decisions should no 
longer be taboo. Of course, 
now and again the vote will go 
against you. But what is the 
alternative?" 

Addressing the Euro-scepti¬ 
cal Conservatives — rather 
thinly represented at the con¬ 
ference — Herr Kinkel said he 
believed the row over Europe 
centred largely on linguistic 
misunderstandings. 

“1 know that some of our 
British friends are suspicious 
about deepening the Onion." 
But federalism was not. he 
said, a dirty word. 

“You arid experts will be 
aware that Germans under¬ 
stand the word federalism to 
be simply the opposite of 
centralism. 

“People are really worrying 
without cause. The English 
will stay English and the 
Germans German." 

Herr Kinkel stressed that 
Britain had to play a leading 
pan in defining Europe's de¬ 
fence needs during the 1996 
debate. “Without Britain it 
would be unthinkable to 
shape a European foreign or 
defence policy." The minister 
said he was in favour of 
merging the West European 
Union with the European 
Union. 

“There should be no artifi¬ 
cial dividing lines ... we 
should avoid having zones of 
different levels of security 
within the Union " Britain, he 
said, would be critical in this 
process. 

“We will take Prime Minis¬ 
ter Major at his word when be 
spoke of Britain being at the 
heart of Europe. A united 
Europe without Britain would 
most certainly have cardiac 
problems." 



The four glass towers, meant to resemble opened books, at the new French National library in Paris. The project has cost. £1J2S billion .. 

Mitterrand brought to book by critics of TGB’ 


From Charles Bremner in paris 


THE French National Li¬ 
brary was officially opened by 
President Mitterrand yester¬ 
day in a ceremony to mark the 
building of the most monu¬ 
mental of the grand architec¬ 
tural projects for Paris he has 
championed during his 14- 
year term. 

The library's four L-shaped 
glass towers on the eastern 
Left Bank of the Seine were 
the scene of the.ailing Presi¬ 
dent’s most emotional valedic¬ 
tory act before stepping down 
in May. Two more years are 
needed to fill the shell, which 
is designed to look like four 
opened books. Ten million 
volumes have to be ferried 
across the Seine from the 
antiquated Bibliotheque 
Nationale and a computer 
system has yet to be devised 
before the public can use the 


second biggest book reposi¬ 
tory in the world after the 
Library of Congress in 
Washington. 

Built in three years at a cost 
of eight billion francs (E1.25 
billion), the Bibliotheque 
Nationale de France has sur¬ 
vived the scorn of the intellec¬ 
tual establishment and 
attempts to kill it by Jacques 
Chirac, the Gaullist Mayor of 
Paris and likely successor to 
M Mitterrand. Dominique 
Ferrault. 42. the architect, and 
Jean Favier, 62, the new iibary 
president, insist that the 
world will grow to love the 
enterprise that used to be 
satirically known as the TGB, 
for Tits Grande Bibliotheque 
— a play on the name of the 
TGV, the high-speed train. 
They note the acclaim now 
conferred on the expanded 


Louvre and its once controver¬ 
sial glass pyramid, whit* M 
Mitterrand rites as tiie favour¬ 
ite of his earlier projects. 
Critics draw comparisons 
with the Bastille Opera, the 
whale-like music house that is 
usually dted as the symbol of 
the President’s pharaonic 
ambitions. 

Like the Opera, the library 
was mocked by many people 
as a technical and aesthetic 
disaster while it was still on 
the drawing board. Book 
experts ridiculed the plan to 
reverse the normal practice 
and store books in the glass 
towers, where they would be 
exposed to light and fiunwisk. 
while keeping readers in the 
basement 

Big revisions, including 
wooden shutters and the re¬ 
duction of several floors, has 


answered most of the techni¬ 
cal complaints. Some critics 
are even coming round to M 
Perrauit’s choice of rectangu¬ 
lar towers, which are now a 
familiar feature of theTottriac 
district, still.largely a waste¬ 
land of warehouses.. 

The complex appears at 
first glance to resemble ouetf 
the blighted high-rise council 
estates of die 1960s. The 
difference has become dear as 
the grandeur of M Perrault's 
scheme has emerged. The 
interior, lined with tropical 
woods and red carpeting, is 
drawing praise from all but 
angry ecologists, who are 
listing the acres of rainforest 
they came from. Outside the 
budding is a vast sunken 
garden, two football fields 
long, studded with century- 
old pine trees, some 60ft tail 


brought from Normandy. 
Given the expense of the 
project, there seems little 
chance that a new Gaullist 
president can put a premature 
end to the library: However, 
at a running cost estimated at 
10 per cent the nation’s 
large cultural budget, the four 
towers will serveas a constant 
i to the Finance Ministry. 

I London: The new British 
Library, next to St Pan eras 
station, has been attacked 
since its inception in 1978. The 
National Heritage Committee 
called it “one of tiie ugliest 
buildings in theworkTbytbe 
National Heritage Committee 
and it has been dubbed the 
“bibliographic equivalent of 
the M25". The cast has 
quadrupled to £496 millio n . 

- ^Leading article, page-17-; 


Turkish Army sweeps into 
Kurds’ mountain fortress 


From Reuter in Tun cell Turkey 


UP TO 15,000 Turkish troops 
poured into rugged Tunceli 
province for an offensive 
against Kurdish guerrillas on 
the same scale as the anti- 
rebel drive in northern Iraq, 
army officials said yesterday. 

Turkey also went on the 
diplomatic offensive to back its ' 
incursion, dispatching Erdai 
Inonu, its new Foreign Minis¬ 
ter, on a .tour of Western 
capitals and turned angrily on 
its traditional ally, Germany. 
Stung by critidsrri of its 11-day 
push into, northern Iraq in 
pursuit of Kurdish rebels, 
Ankara lashed out at Beam's 
decision to halt military ship¬ 
ments, accusing it of breaking 
Nato ranks. ' 

In Tunceli convoys of mili- 

vehides blocked roads in 
around the eastern prov¬ 
ince for an expected assault on 


entrenched positions of the 
Kurdistan Workers' Party 
(PKK). Troops, including air¬ 
borne units and special forces, 
backed by long-range artil¬ 
lery, have been converging on 
the province from other parts 
of the country for the past 
three days. The total number 
of soldiers posted in Tunceli 
may reach more than 30,000, 
security officials said. 

The guerrillas, who are 
ensconced in mountains tow¬ 
ering to more than 10,000ft, 
ambushed a military convoy 
in Tunceli on March 18. killing 
18 soldiers. The attack cast 
doubt on Turkish assurances 
that-the guerrillas, fighting for 
a Kurdish homeland in Tur¬ 
key. were all but defeated 
except for some bases in 
northern Iraq. “The ambush 
has made it necessary to clean 


the area but it will be difficult 
because of the mountainous 
terrain." a military official 
said. 

The rebels are believed to 
number up to 3,000 in Tunceli 
and about 2JX3Q in Iraq. More 
than 15,000 people have been 
killed in the PKK’s decade-old 
separatist campaign. 

The capture — dead or alive 
— of the guerrilla regional 
commander Semdin SaJak, 
known as "Fingerless Zeki". 
after losing a thumb firing a 
rocket in north Iraq, is one of 
the main objectives in the 
Tunceli push, soldiers said. 

□ Geneva: The Internationa] 
committee of the Red Cross 
yesterday appealed to Turkey 

to allow it into northern Iraq 

to evaluate the needs of civil¬ 
ians and help wounded and 
captives. (Reuter) 


Russian 

arsenal 

explodes 

From Richard Beeston 

IN MOSCOW 

HUNDREDS of civilians 
were evacuated from their 
homes in Russia's Far East 
yesterday after an explosion at 
an ammunitions depot sent 
missiles and ordnance flying 
over a 15-mfle radius. 

According to the Russian 
military the blast occurred 
near the Chinese border vil¬ 
lage of Taly. about 100 miles 
southwest of Vladivostok, 
when 200 railway wagons 
containing ammunition and 
missiles exploded sending 
projectiles over a wide area for 
several hours. The cause of a 
fire which started the explo¬ 
sions was not known. Howev¬ 
er there have been reports that 
recent explosions were set off 
by corrupt servicemen to cover 
up thefts of arms. 


Rainfall pattern confirms climate fears 


By Nick Nutt all 

ENVIRONMENT CORRESPONDENT 

WINTERS across northern Europe are 
becoming wetter, in line with 
supercomputer forecasts of global warm¬ 
ing, a leading climate scientist said 
yesterday. 

Professor Pier Vellinga of the Amster¬ 
dam Free University gave a warning 
that unless emissions of so called 
greenhouse gases are cut further, north¬ 
ern Europe win experience up to a fifth 
more rain by 2070. At the same time, 
southern Europe will become increasing¬ 
ly drought-prone as “climatic partition¬ 
ing” takes hold. 

Rising rainfall caused by wanner 
temperatures evaporating more water 
from the seas, is likely to trigger even 
more devastating floods than tiie ones 
witnessed in countries such as The 
Netherlands in die past two years. The 


report is likely to increase calls from 
insurance firms for tougher action on 
emissions from power stations and other 
man-made pollutants. 

Professor Vellinga, who is also co-chair 
of a working group of the Intergovern¬ 
mental Panel on Climate Change and the 
body that is advising nations attending 
this week's Berlin climate convention, 
said the 20th century had been marked 
by rising rainfall and that this had 
accelerated in the past three decades. 

Atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide, 
the main gas linked with global warm¬ 
ing, is now double that of the pre- 
industrial age. 

Professor Vellinga cited scores of 
weatherstations in Europe where, in the 
past few decades, rainfall measurements 
have increased “significantly”. For exam¬ 
ple. in the Meuse area of Wallonia, 
winter precipitation has climbed more 
than a fifth since 1911. Hooding is also mi 


the rise. Professor VeUinga’s report 
commissioned by Greenpeace Interna¬ 
tional dted Italy as an example. Between 
1950 and 1975 the country suffered 66 
floods or around two a year. But between 
1976 and 1993 this had risen to 126 or four 
floods a year. During the same period 
Italy has suffered seven severe droughts. 

“These data seem to confirm that Italy 
is undergoing a dimale partitioning into 
a wet northern region and southern semi- 
arid region. This splitting is in agreement 
until general circulation model predic¬ 
tions, with rainfall trends going to 
extremes,” the report says. 

Yesterday in London John Gummer, 
the Secretary of State for the Environ¬ 
ment, said there was growing evidence 
that global warming was a genuine 
threat Mr Gummer, who will join the 
Berlin conference next week, is calling 
for a 5 to 10 per cent cut in greenhouse 
gases by the early part of the 21 st century. 
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rich crusade 
falters after 

Congress defeat 
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NEWT GINGRICH p UIl .n 
* hcr 'he 

Hot^ of Represemaiives de¬ 
feated /or the firs, lime ■, 
central plank of his Comma 

a .cor^iiruti t >nal 
anwwjnenr limiting hew Inn- 
congressmen mav sene ' 

The House Speaker accused 
Democrats ivho voted auamst 
me popular amend men; on 
^Jfednesday night of defvin- 
the public will. He said that 
woidd pay a heavy price 

durmg the 19% elections!and 

promised to make term limits 
the priority of the next 
Congress. 

Unfortunately for Mr Gine- 
ndl, dozens of Republicans, 
had joined the Democrats in 
defeaDng ihe amendment, 
their enthusiasm for ierm 
limits having waned conspicu¬ 
ously since they seized control 
of Congress in November. Ihe 
closest of four votes on differ¬ 
ent versions of the amendment 
was 63 short of the mu-think 
majority required, with 40 
Republicans and [ftf Demo¬ 
crats voting against a 12-year 
limit for both congressmen 
and senators. 

Nobody spoke more persua- 


MaKITN FLtTCHI.R IN \VASI iINCiTON 


^i\eK against term limit> than 
Hcnn Hyde, a Republican 
£ . has speni 20 year* on 
Capitol Hill and now chairs 
the House Judiciary 
committee. 

Proponems argued that 
Washington’s career politi¬ 
cians had lost touch with the 
people hut “I won! concede to 
ihe angry pessimistic popu¬ 
lism that drives this move¬ 
ment because it is just dead 
wrung", he said. “America 
needs leaders, it needs states¬ 
men and it needs giants — and 
you don’t gel them out of the 
phone book.” 

Term limits was the ninth of 
the Contract's ten Bills to be 
voted on by the House, and 
Mr Gingrich’s Republican 
Revolution wuutd probably 
suffer little long-term damage 
if it was the only one defeated, 
hut the tenth is also in trouble; 
24 Republicans are threaten¬ 
ing to bring the Speaker’s first 
ILH.1 days to u sorry- conclusion 
next week by defeating his 
proposed tax cuts for families 
and businesses. 

□ Presidential runner Arlen 
Specter, the abrasive Pennsyl¬ 
vania senator, yesterday be¬ 


came ihe fifth Republican 
formally to declare his presi¬ 
dential candidacy bui (he first 
openly to challenge the reli¬ 
gious Right’s growing power 
within his pony. 

Mr Spccier. who is Jewish, 
denounced those ultra-conser¬ 
vative Republicans seeking to 
outlaw abortion, restore 
school prayers and lay down 
the law on issues of 
conscience. 

“Neither this nation nor this 
party can afford a Republican 
candidate so captive to the 
demands or the intolerant 
Right that we end up re¬ 
electing a President of the 
incompetent Left,'* he de¬ 
clared. “1 and millions of other 
pro-choice Republicans will 
not be disenfranchised.” 

Mr Specter's social modera¬ 
tion makes him a long-shut for 
the Republican nomination, 
but he is betting he can 
squeeze through by cornering 
the centrist vote while his 
conservative rivals split the 
much larger right-wing vote 
between them. A recent New 
York Times poll showed that 
70 per cent of Republicans are 
pro-choice. 


Bangladesh mullahs call 
for hanging of woman MP 

By Christopher Thomas, south asia correspondent 


MUSLIM fundamentalists in 
Bangladesh are demanding 
the hanging of a woman MP 
for offending Islam, as Hillary 
Clinton, the American First 
Lady, prepares to fly lo the 
country to advocate women's 
rights. 

Farida Rahman, a member 
of the governing Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party, drew the 
mullahs’ ire by saying it is 
acceptable in (slam for males 
and females to have equal 
claims on family property. “1 
only want equal rights for 
women.” she said. 

Mrs Clinton has been say¬ 
ing much the same this week 
in India, where women are 


generally better off than coun¬ 
terparts in neighbouring 
countries, particularly Ban¬ 
gladesh. She may have to 
moderate her comments when 
she arrives in Bangladesh on 
Sunday, in case she upsets the 
influential orthodox Bangla¬ 
deshi mullahs. 

Miss Rahman said in 
Dhaka that whatever hap¬ 
pened. she would not flee the 
country. “I am watching the 
activities of the fundamental¬ 
ists and will see how far these 
so-called religious leaders can 
go." Last August Taslima 
Nasreen, a feminist author, 
fled to Europe after hardline 
mullahs issued a death threat 


;vV;■- ;: ; 


gggrf~-r. r-’” •' ’ 

W' ruTjSfiFF=?s'"’ 8s: rT^?J ^ X' 



for allegedly saying parts of 
the Koran should be rewritten. 

Mufti Fazlul Huq Arnini. 
leader of the Combined Islam¬ 
ic Action Council, said in 
Dhaka that Miss Rahman 
deserved to be hanged. “We 
will continue to put pressure 
on the Government to hang 
Farida Rahman, like we did 
for Taslima Nasreen, ,, hesaid. 

Mrs Clinton is likely to be 
briefed on the two controver¬ 
sies by American embassy 
officials in Dhaka. Ms 
Nasreen’s trial for blasphemy 
is due to be heard on April 15 
— the latest of several trial 
dates that have come and gone 
without any action. 

The Bangladeshi Govern¬ 
ment embarrassed by inter¬ 
national criticism of Ms 
Nasreen’s persecution, evi¬ 
dently intends to let the case 
drift until it is abandoned by 
the courts. Ms Nasreen has 
told friends that the atmo¬ 
sphere is still too volatile for 
her to contemplate returning 
home. 

During her South Asia tour 
Mrs Clinton has talked about 
the needs of children, where in 
Bangladesh, three million of 
them have full-time jobs, in¬ 
cluding prostitution, and 
make up 12 per cent of the 
labour force. The Government 
has said it will fight child 
labour in clothing factories, 
after the threat of an interna¬ 
tional boycott of Bangladeshi 
products. 

However, Mrs Clinton will 
be careful not to embarrass 
the Government over the par¬ 
lous state of poor women and 
children. Nor will she say 
anything about mounting pol¬ 
itical and soda! crises which 
have led to riots. 


Hillary Clinton and her daughter Chelsea at the Taj 
Mahal yesterday during the First Lady’s Asian tour 

Iranians ‘raped on death row’ 

By Eve-Ann Prentice, diplomatic correspondent 


YOUNG women condemned 
to death in Iran have been 
effectively raped after “tempo¬ 
rary marriages'’ to Revolu¬ 
tionary Guards and prison 
officials before being led to the 
gallows or the firing squad, an 
exiled Iranian singer said 
yesterday. 

The “weddings" have been 
carried our because Islamic 
judges have decreed that vir¬ 
gins can still go to paradise 
despite being executed. The 
"grooms" then carry out the 
death sentences, according to 
the singer, Maraeh. 

Reports of forced death-cell 
marriages have also been 
compiled by Lord Avebury in 
a dossier submitted to the 
Parliamentary Human Rights 


Group. Sarmast Akhlaq- 
Tabanderh. a former Revolu¬ 
tionary Guards Intelligence 
officer and interrogator at the 
antral Iranian city of Shiraz, 
is quoted as saying: “Virgin 
women prisoners must as a 
rule be raped before execution. 
The prison officials would 
write down the names of 
guards on the firing squad 
and the names of officials 
present and would then con¬ 
duct a lottery draw. 

“The night prior to execu¬ 
tion. the woman is injected 
with a tranquilliser and the 
‘winner’ conducts the rape," 
the former interrogator is 
quoted as saying. “The next 
day, after execution, the reli¬ 
gious judge at the prison 


would write out a marriage 
certificate and send it to the 
victim's family along with a 
box of sweets." 

Peter Amery. a retired lec¬ 
turer in Persian Studies at 
Cambridge University, said; 
"The temporary marriage, or 
Sigheh, is a Shia device origi¬ 
nally used by people on jour¬ 
neys or pilgrimages. The 
marriage can last ten minutes, 
an hour or several years." 

Maraeh. 71, a member of 
the left-wing Mujahidin 
Khalq opposition movement 
who fled to France last year, to 
campaign against Tehran, 
sajd: “1 also know of many, 
many cases where they have 
executed pregnant women, 
which is against the Koran.” 



Paul Serano, 36, assistant professor at The University of Chicago, displays a cast of the head of an Afrovenator, a previously unknown carnivore, 
at an exhibition in Sydney. He discovered the bones, which are over 130 million years old. during an expedition to the Sahara Desert in 1993 
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Tribes 
kidnap 
tourists 

Rome. Ethiopian and Eritre¬ 
an authorities are hunting for 
nine Italian tourists kid¬ 
napped by tribesmen while on 
a camel jaunt in Vie desert 
near the border between the 
two countries (John Phillips 
writes). 

Soldiers and police contact¬ 
ed tribes in the remote, inhos¬ 
pitable Alar region after the 
nine, six men and three 
women, were abducted be¬ 
tween Friday and Saturday 
after they strayed away from 
their adventure tourist group. 
Maurizio Melani, the Italian 
Ambassador in Ethiopia, said. 
The nine are thought to have 
been seized in Eritrean territo¬ 
ry, then moved to Ethiopia. 

I spy equality 

Washington: The CIA ac¬ 
knowledged years of sex dis¬ 
crimination by agreeing to pay 
250 women in its Directorate 
of Operations nearly $1 mil¬ 
lion (E625.00Q) in back pay 
and promote 25 of them. 

Refugee fears 

Ngozi: The UN High Com¬ 
missioner for Refugees in Bu¬ 
rundi warned that Tanzania 
could be flooded with 200.000 
new refugees by the end of the 
week after 40.000 Rwandan 
Hutus fled camps in Burundi. 

Haiti handover 

Port-an-Prioce: President 
Clinton arrives m Haiti today 
amid fears of renewed vio¬ 
lence here. He wfll witness the 
transfer of control from Amer¬ 
ican-led units to a United Na¬ 
tions peacekeeping force. 

Iraqi promise 

Baghdad: Iraq has said that it 
wfll provide details of import¬ 
ed substances that United Na¬ 
tions arms inspectors fear 
may have been used in the 
manufacture of banned bio¬ 
logical weapons. (AFP) 

Case unsolved 

Gaborone: Scotland Yard de¬ 
tectives have been unable to 
find the ritual murderers of a 
Botswana girl, aged 14, be¬ 
cause of a lack of help from 
villagers. Her death led to 
riots last month. (Reuter) 

Feny memorial 

Stockholm: Antony Gormley 
of Britain is among five artists 
who have been asked to sub¬ 
mit designs for a memorial to 
the ferry Estonia, which sank 
last year, killing more than 
800 people. (AP) 

Guilt query 

Manila: A Government medi¬ 
cal examiner said he doubted 
a Filipino maid hanged in Sin¬ 
gapore could have killed the 
victim, another maid, because 
the injuries inflicted suggested 
a much stronger killer. (AP) 

Enterprise zone 

Johannesburg: An embassy 
should be built near Jerusa¬ 
lem as a safe place for visiting 
space aliens because of the 
city's historic religious links, a 
group of international Ufolo¬ 
gists said here. (Reuter) 
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The home drug squad 

drug-detection Ann. who feed 
it into an ion mobility spec¬ 
trometer. Any drug traces 
show up instantly. 

The price Includes absolute 
discretion. Barringer Tech¬ 
nologies of New Jersey are 
selling tfie kif by mail order 
and deliver it in an innOCu- 
ous-tooking envelope. Parents 
are left to decide whether and 
how to react if the test results 
are positive. In any case, the 
results are destroyed so that 
they cannot be used as evi¬ 
dence in court 


Washington: A kit costing $20 
(£1250) that enables parents 
surreptitiously to sweep their 
children’s rooms for drugs is 
America'S latest consumer 
convenience (Martin Fletcher 
writes). 

The idea could not be 
simpler. The DrugAlert kit 
consists merely of a small, 
moist pad. Parents slip into 
their offspring's empty rooms, 
quickly wipe die pad across 
the surfaces of their desks or 
clothes, and send it back to the 
manufacturers, a leading 


Fish market is gutted as FBI 
net closes on New York Mob 


From Ben Macintyre in new york 


THE main building in Man¬ 
hattan's Fulton fish market, a 
byword for Mafia corruption 
and the backdrop to many 
mobster movies, has burnt to 
the ground just days after 
New York City authorities 
began a dampdown on 
organised crime in the area. 

The 94-year-old Tin Build¬ 
ing. at the heart of the market, 
burst into flames just after 
noon on Wednesday when the 
area was deserted. Police 
believe that business records 
relating to the current Mafia 
investigation may have been 
destroyed in the blaze. 

“Something Fishy.” de¬ 
clared the front page of the 
New York Daily News yester¬ 
day. a view echoed by the 
Mayor, the FBI, ihe Manhat¬ 
tan US attorney and firefight¬ 
ers al the scene who are 
treating the blaze as a suspect¬ 
ed case of arson. 

“It’s likely it was not acci¬ 
dental and it's related to what 
we are trying to do with get¬ 
ting the Mob out of there. This 
is the kind of thing they do. 
One would expect them to 
fight bade,” John Dyson, Dep¬ 
uty Mayor, said. 

Just two days ago. Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani introduced 
legislation to ban companies 
and individuals with links to 
the Mob from doing business 


in the market. State regulators 
and federal investigators were 
due to begin probing the fi¬ 
nances of the market. 

Fulton market, the largest 
fish market in America, does 
more than $1 billion (£625 
million) of business a year but 
local officials say profits have 
dropped by two-thirds over 
the past 15 years due to Mafia 
extortion. 

Ihe market has been in the 
grip of organised crime since 
the 1920s. according to police, 
when Joseph “Joey Socks" 
Lanza, a godfather in the Gen¬ 
ovese crime family, set up the 
Sea Food Workers Union in 
1919 and established a protec- 



Giuliani: famed for his 
crime-busting record 


tion racket in the wholesale 
fish trade. Lanza was convict¬ 
ed of anti-monopoly violations 
in 1938. but a federal task force 
in 1980 concluded that the 
market and the local branch of 
the union were still “captive 
organisations" of the dan. 

“For too long, something 
hasn't smelt right there." the 
then-Mayor David Dinkins 
said after yet another police 
investigation in 1991 

Last month Mayor Giu¬ 
liani. famed for his crime- 
busting record as Manhat¬ 
tan’s US attorney, announced 
plans to rid the market of 
organised crime once and for 
all. Yesterday, the Mayor 
promised a "very, very inten¬ 
sive investigation" into the 
fire, which apparently started 
in a room on the second floor 
and rapidly engulfed the 
wooden structure. 

"It seems unusual, to say the 
least, that a fire like that could 
start in the middle of the day. 
and with nobody around," 
said a spokesman for the New 
York Fire Department 

But it takes more than fire, 
arson and organised crime to 
deprive New Yorkers of their 
oysters. A headline in yester¬ 
day's New York Times offered 
the all-important reassurance; 
"Damage Unlikely to Disrupt 
Seafood Supply". 


Pentagon 
polity on 
gays is 
illegal 

Washington: President Gin- 
ton suffered a fresh embar¬ 
rassment yesterday when a 
federal judge declared the 
Pentagon's new policy on 
homosexuals in the military 
unconstitutional (Martin 
Fletcher writes). 

The so-called “don't ask. 
don't tell" policy was a com¬ 
promise cobbled together 
after Mr Clinton triggered a 
national outcry by proposing 
to end the military's ban on 
homosexuals. But New York's 
Judge Eugene Nickerson 
ruled that the policy discrimi¬ 
nated against homosexuals 
and violated their freedom of 
speech. 

The Pentagon is expected to 
appeal but at tbe vexy least 
Judge Nickerson’s roiling en¬ 
sures this highly emotive is¬ 
sue will continue to fester 
during Mr Clinton's re-elec¬ 
tion bid next year. Six homo¬ 
sexual servicemen bought the 
case; the first legal challenge 
to file new policy which took 
effect in February 1994. Under 
that policy they are allowed to 
serve in the military, but can 
neither admit nor practise 
their homosexuality. Tbe 
judge barred tbe dismissal of 
any of the six. 
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‘Broken hearts 
still have to go 

to Sainsbury’s’ 




T! 


T here was no escaping 
Trollopes this week. 
With her new novel 
The Best of Friends 
serialised on Woman’s Hour, 
The Choir televised. The Rec¬ 
tor’s Wife just finished and A 
Village Affair imminent (“1 do 
fed it is ower-egpng the cake,” 
Joanna Trollope says) the an¬ 
nual dinner of the Trollope 
Society took place on Wednes¬ 
day night when devotees of 
Trollope A. were addressed by 
his kinswoman, Trollope J. 

POised like a fashion plate in 
her Issey Miyake gown, in the 
Great Hall of Lincoln’s Inn, 
sitting between Lords Rees- 
Mogg and Tugendhat. Miss 
Trollope crisply delivered a 
paper on “Anthony Trollope 
ana Sex”. She praised Trol¬ 
lope'S writing about women's 
feelings and their healthy sex¬ 
ual appetites, and raised a 
murmur when she said of Lily 
Dale. Mr Majors “ideal hero¬ 
ine” —“I can’t share the Prime 
Minister's enthusiasm for her. 
but 1 am intrigued by a 
suggestion from Exeter Univ¬ 
ersity that Lily was not in fact 
a virgin...” 

Miss Trollope n come from 
the rather sordid, commercial 
Westminster Trollopes —Trol¬ 
lope & Colls and all that But i 
am the first member of the 
family to write since Anthony 
died in 1882 1 ") slightly disap- 


Joanna Trollope 
on infidelity, 
dishwashers — 
and the trials 
of being 
pigeon-holed 

proves of her forebears being 
“appropriated as a regimental 
mascot by the Tory double- 
breasted and pinstripe bri¬ 
gade —he sent Tories up right, 
left and centre.” Lucidly John 
Letts, who runs the Trollope 
Society . has secured Robin 
Cook for next years dinner, 
having spied Cook in a news 
bulletin with a Trollope under 
his arm. 

While TTOllope A. appeals to 
politicians of every persua¬ 
sion, Trollope J. has a broader 
constituency and the 1990s is 
her decade. In the sober, 
reflective waning of the centu¬ 
ry she has found a readership 
clinging to the Thatcherite 
wreckage. (The Choir sank 
without trace when it came out 
in 1987: its time had not yet 
come.) “We've got over that 
rather grisly decade. There 
will always be a place for 
dreams beyond avarice, but 


we know they don’t work, in a 
world where even if your heart 
is broken or you’ve lost your 
job you stiQ have to take the 
children to school and go to 
Sainsbuiyx and endure what 
dear old A. Trollope called 
those little daily lacerations of 
the spirit, like the journey 
from some awful commuter 
place to some ghastly office 
Mock on file fringe of the City.” 

Miss Trollope is much fun¬ 
nier than characters in her 
books, and fonder of metropol¬ 
itan gossip (“What has be¬ 
come. 1 wonder, of Alan 
Clark’s delicious coven?” she 
asked). 

As she zips around the 
bookshop circuit, people tell 
her they see their family lives 
mirrored in her novels. The 
crisis in her latest is infidelity 
—without resorting to descrip¬ 
tive sex. which she regards as 
patronising: she expects read¬ 
ers to surmise that some 
marital sex is humdrum with 
middle-aged fatigue, while 
adulterous sex hums with . 
heedless enthusiasm — but 
when she says “You can mend 
a relationship, after infidelity, 
but itls like a mend in glass, 
you can always see die join" 
her audiences become hushed 
in recognition. “We English 
still believe in romantic love: 
so we find sexual betrayal 
particularly brutal. It'S no 




Joanna Trollope: “In the modem world there is much more justification for stoicism than for any other creed, life cannot be all sensation.” 


good our pretending to be 
French about it 
“It’s not country people 1 
write about but the provinces, 
where life is still deeply pro¬ 
vincial. In the metropolitan 
press, women writing for 
women don’t seem to realise 
how little the benefits of equal¬ 
ity of opportunity have filtered 
outside, where some women's 
only option out of the trap is to 
spend a few hours in a 
playgroup- 1 know a rectors 


wife near us who is much 
frowned upon for being a 
physiotherapist." 

Once docilely married to a 
banker, she worked in “a 
furtive little research depart¬ 
ment” in the Foreign Office: 
she skates over her own first 
marriage breakup with prac¬ 
tised vagueness, except to 
generalise: “A marriage 
breakup is always a loss and a 
grief. It throws your world 
completely. My family's atti- 




between 


North West Water is striking a different - 
a more appropriate - balance between the 
interests of our shareholders and our 
customers. 

That lies at the heart of our plan for the next 
five years, to make Progress with Responsibility. 

As a monopoly provider of an essential 
public service, we have a special responsi¬ 
bility to our customers. 

As a private company, we have a 
responsibility to unlock value for our 
shareholders and to do so in a way which 
permits the maximisation of returns over the 
medium to longer term. 

Those objectives are compatible one with 
the other. 

In string a balance, we are sharing 
between our shareholders and our customers 
the financial benefits resulting from the strong 


Sr Desmond PBctWi Chairman, 

North West Water Group, refler a ted tfie company’s 
<»mmft n >entto8trtqeabet^ 
thettowteofatiawhoMeraandc ua t u iiWi S . 

“We are well aware of the responsibilities 
which lie upon us as our Utifity Division 
delivers a monopoly service to its customers. 

As with all businesses, we must strongly meet 
the needs of our customers. 

Equally, we are mindful of the interests of 
our shareholders and we have declared our 
intention to manage the Group with a strong 
emphasis upon Ore maximisation of share¬ 
holders returns in the medium and long term. 

the actions we have announced are 
compatible with both of those objectives. They 
am a serious attempt to position North Wfest 
Water, with Its monopoly utility, as sodady 
responsible and to an extent self-regulating. 

This initiative is an important step forward 
tor the Group. It benefits both our customers 
and our shareholders." 


progress the company has made since 
privatisation towards work! class levels of 
efficiency. Accordingly, we are announcing the 
following actions: 

- for shareholders, a special dividend of 
4.75 pence gross per share and for customers 
an efficiency rebate of £6.50 a year. 

- a Customer Charter with over 30 
commitments underwritten by compensation. 

- a discretionary investment programme of 
£180 motion over the next five years to tackle 
customers’ priority concerns. 




North 

West 

Water 


rude was that divorce was for 
other people: 'Marriage was 
never supposed to be a picnic, 
darling*.” 

Joanna Trollope’s domestic 
bliss in Gloucestershire is 
much chronicled- The bouse of 
honey-coloured stone, nestling 
in a valley with roses, wisteria, 
trout stream, and farmhouse 
kitchen where she sometimes 
bops to Elvis and where sits 
ihe famous Aga. gibes about 
which are wearing thin. fT 
once sat next to Normslti. 
Janet Street-Porter's Hoke, 
and he told me Janet is on her 
second Aga. I think that gives 
us Aga owners a bit of tone.”) 

The consolation for those 
who turn vicious with envy is 
that the lease an this perfecr 
house is nearing its end. “I 
want to get the move done. I’m 
not good at transitions, 
because of being so orderly.” 
Her orderliness extends to the 
church — “I’m on the church 
cleaning rota. You should see 
my brasses” — and to her 
desk, where she can write 
1.000 words an hour, ixtt only 
after the dishwasher is 
stacked. “I despise this in 
myself. I would tike to have an 
untidy car. I would like not to 
mss about the dishwasher-" 

Miss Trollope points out 
tftar her ancestor's famous 
discipline of writing at 5_30am 
before going off to work at the 
Post Office was possible 
because he had his wife Rose 
to run his house, copy his 
manuscripts, bring up the 
children. Joanna has Ian 
Curteis. the equally devoted 
white-bearded playwright 
husband who dramatised The 
Choir. They have her two 
daughters in their twenties, 
and his two sons. 

Her new novel opens with a 
14-year-old fighting up a cigar¬ 
ette. “I do not always like 


children, but I do find them' 
interesting and 1 do take them 
seriously — I love the way, at 
14, they warn to break out, but 
insist cm their parents toeing' 
the line.” 

After foe lesbian Village 
A ffair. male couples wrote and 
asked her to write about them: 
there is a male household in 
her new book. “I personally 
don't think Fergus is gay," she 
says. “I think he is. as the 
Bishop of London put it so 


THE 

VALERIE 

GROVE 

INTERVIEW 


she says. It took courage fo^ 
want to be popular:."Yba have - 
to be unafraid of being treated 
as a popular novelist, araf 
remember in your, dark hours 
that Mozart and the Rathe-; 
non are both popular and erf 
excellent quality. . . 

”1 get fed up q^as my 
children used to say* - foe 
middlebrow, compiaeatt arid: 
escapist label*becapse.Ttlrink- 
my books are qnfeTbleak-I. 
don’t mean to be easy, reading. _ 
I mean to strike home. 1 dont 
go in for happy endings, no* 
for saying there faa rotation to; 
problems. 



Hare -said, - 

I » and I utterly go 

I w along wife him, 

foal there are 
some terrible blows dealt in 
some people's lives, that no- 
ther therapy nor socialism can 
cure, hi; foe modem world 
there is much more jtctifica- 
tion for stoicism than for any 
other creed.” 

When asked to preach a ' 
sermon at Grid CoSege; Ox¬ 
ford, she chose to “have afittie 
canter rouxid the post-Rreud- 
ian 20th-century notion of self- 
fulfilment! in an irreligious 
world”. ShedemoBshed foe 
“grab for happiness" message 
that women’s magazines ped- 
• die. so misleadingly, 'making/. 
'.pecipte '“pariisy'and gfeedy”!’ 
.aitoprone to.dijjklislj3y selfish ... 
behaviour. “fife cannot be aff 
sensation, it is Monday to; 

. Friday as weD. - - 

“ft is a matter of Valuing foe- 
- details, even the dullnesses <rf 
life, rather than, the tngh days 
and holidays: it js, aboveaH, a - ; 
matter of generosity of spirit' 
and sdjWiscipftne.” After, this;’ 
cogent Sermon shewas invited 
to give another. “But I think 
I’m a QUB-sennon woman,” ’ 
she says. • • - 


memorably, a grey area” 
Church of England vicars and 
bishops have now become 
almost too easy to send up 
(“the Church is nicking ray 
patch, dammit") so instead of 
deans and choirboys she has; 
this time reverted to the lay 1 
workL • 

For years Miss Trollope had 
written well-researched his¬ 
torical novels, to deafening 
silence. It was her second 
husband who told her “Ifs 
time you came out of the 
historical cupboard and went 
to the supermarket” Suddenly 
in 1991 she toppled Jeffrey. 
Archer and enjoyed a mid-life 
revival. “We dale fife before 
and after The Rectors Wife,” 
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BATHING MADE EASTER 

“Using the 
bathroom 
posed so many 

problems. 

Dolphin 
Special Needs 
Bathrooms 
changed my 
life!” 

BENEFITS OF OUR COMPLETE SERVICE 

EASY-TO-USE POWER BATH 
LIFTS YOU GENTLY IN AND 
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—_^^ re Ge rman artist is the new owner of Eigg — but that's par for the course, says Magnus Linklater 

The loopy lairds of the isles 


T Je people of ti s „ 
nave acquired a new 
?*" e rj n Place of an 
irascible, eccentric 
a - nd ^nner 

bobsleigh champion, iiiev now 
have a German anist' who 
paints with fire and who ha, 
in vented a new concept nf 
architecture based on nature 
The businessman is Keith 
ScheUenberg who has sold the 
idyllic Hebridean island to a\- 
year-old Marlin Eckhard 
Maruma from Stuttgart. Herr 
Maruma has expressed ihe 
wish to restore peace and 
harmony to the troubled is¬ 
land. He has some ground to 
make up. 

The relationship between 
the islanders and Mr 
Schdtenberg could modesth 
be described as strained. He 
has referred to them as “rcu- 
ten. dangerous and tuiallv 
barmy revolutionaries". They 
compare his imminent depar¬ 
ture to the liberation of Haiti 
from the dictator Papa Doc 
Whether they will take mure 
kindly to an anist whose 
technique involves the use of 
fire as well as a paintbrush, 
thus enabling him “to play the 
duaJ role of the dest rover as 
well as the creator", remains to 
be seen. So far they art.- 
reserving judgment. 

But Eigg is not the only 
island in the West to have- 
experienced such difficulties. 
The whole history of Hebride¬ 
an land ownership has been 
stained by hostility, suspicion. 
and occasionally' bloodshed. 
This is partly because of the 
natural resentment of island¬ 
ers everywhere to the intru¬ 
sion of outsiders. It is partly 


He uses fire in 
his painting, 
enabling him l to 
play the dual 
role of the 
destroyer as well 
as the creator’ 

Marlin Eckhard Maruma 


because of the Celtic character 
and its fierce attachment to the 
land. But it is undoubtedly 
also because of the rapid 
turnover of ownership and the 
strange new lairds which the 
islands lend to attract 
There are some 500 islands 
off the West Coast of Scotland, 
of which about 100 are inhabit¬ 
ed. Some have been bought by 
the National Trust or conser¬ 
vation bodies; others, mainly 
the larger ones such as Skye. 
Mull or Lewis, have multiple 
ownership. There are still a 
few aristocratic lairds — the 
Earls of Granville in Uisr. 
Baron Strath con a on Colon- 
say, the Duke of Argyll in 
Tiree, and the Comte de la 


Lannv \lir rices mi Great 
Berner a. although some diffi¬ 
cult u.-s with Lloyd's have 
forced the 1 Tench-bom. Ox¬ 
ford-educated count m put 
another five uninhabited is¬ 
land- on the market. 

Iliere i> wen. once again, a 
Macnetl of Barra: the elan 
chief has returned to claim an 
inheritance which goes back 
centuries, though he is now a 
silver-haired Chicago lawyer 
with a Jimmy Stewart drawl. 

But there arc uthers who fall 
into the category uf romantic 
or speculator or both. 'Ihe ones 
who have philanthropic inten¬ 
tions as well usually come to 
the stickiest end. and it wax 
with some foreboding that 1 
noted Herr Mamma’s inten¬ 
tion to “create together a new 
concept for the Island". 

There is something in the 
beauty of the islands whidi 
prompts perfectly sensible 
people to make extravagant 
promises, and invest large 
sums of money, which are 
rarely appreciated as much as 
they think they should be, as 
Lord Leverhulntc famously 
discovered in the early pari of 
this century. 

He fell in love with the 
island of Lewis, bought it. and 
then vowed to transform its 
economy, by investing a for¬ 
tune in fish-processing and by 
persuading the crofters to 
abandon ~ their traditional 
fanning and go over whole¬ 
sale to daity- produce. He was 
amazed ro find that his inter¬ 
vention was deeply resented 
by the islanders. 

The resulting breakdown in 
communication was epito¬ 
mised at a mass meeting in 



Twinkling star of 
the late-night sky 

Pre-dating Sputnik, Patrick Moore's 
television programme is 500 not out 


The departing owner of the idyllic Eigg called his islanders ‘‘rotten, dangerous and totally barmy revolutionaries” 



Stornaway, where the ex¬ 
changes had to be translated 
from the Gaelic, and where a 
bewildered Lord Leverhulme 
was told: “We are not con¬ 
cerned with your fancy 
dreams that may or may not 
come true. What we want is 
the land." 

More recently, the island of 
Gigha. once owned by the 
Horlicks family of malted 
milk fame, acquired a new 
owner with equally generous 
instincts. The Baron of Gigha 
was an English property deal¬ 
er, one Malcolm Porier. who 
announced: “I actually believe 
I can do some good here." He 
set about upgrading the air¬ 
strip, turning the main house 


inrn a conference centre, and 
pouring money into improv¬ 
ing all the cottages on the 
island. Iherc was a small 
hiccup when it was revealed 
that he had used Giglia as 
security for a loan from a 
Swiss bank, and then a rather 
larger one when his property 
empire collapsed, occasioning 
the bank in question to repos¬ 
sess the island. Mr Potier is no 
longer the Baron of Gigha. 

The tiny island of Easdale. 
east of Mull, once a provider of 
slate until a great storm in the 
last century put paid to the 
business, is still, at the last 
reckoning, owned by Clive 
Feigenbaum. a former chair¬ 
man of Stanley Gibbons, the 
stamp firm. Mr Feigenbaum 
dealt at the murkier end of the 
stamp business, with islands 
playing a large pan in il. Back 
in the Seventies he set up “the 
Stafia postal authority" and 
issued a set of stamps in 21- 
carat gold. Since Staffa is 
uninhabited, there was no 
obvious means of using them, 
but collectors snapped them 
up and Mr Feigenbaum did 
very well. 

Later, however, when he 
extended the scheme to the 
island of Tuvalu in the Pacific, 
he failed to inform the inhabit¬ 
ants. and was convicted of 
producing hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of stamps illegally; he 
was given a six-month prison 
sentence. There is no evidence 
of an Easdale postal authority 
at present, and no means of 
establishing what Mr 
Feigenbaum's plans for the 
island are. He is currently 
being sought by a firm of 
accountants and other credi¬ 
tors who are owed El million 
by him. 

What the Hebrides really 
need, but rarely get. is not 
fancy schemes, far less golden 


How a pirate fantasy 
was shipwrecked 

Even castaways 


I take up my pen in this 
year of grace 19- to tell a 
tale as terrible as the 
tapping of a blind beggar's 
stick ouLtide the Admiral 
Benbow. It begins, me heart¬ 
ies, with Billy Bones’s high 
old tottering voice, tuned and 
broken at the capstan bars, 
calling roughly for rum. and 
raving about walking the 
plank, and the Dry Tortu- 
gas. and wild deeds and 
places on the Spanish’Main, 
among the wickedest men 
that God ever allowed upon 
the sea... 

It ends with PR stunts, 
mobile phones, national 
parks authorities. Joanna 
Lumley and unbearable ba¬ 
thos. And through it all there 
runs the chorus “Fifteen men 
on a dead man’s chest. 
Drink and the devil had 
done for the rest. Yo ho ho 
and a bottle of mm”. 

Robert Louis Stevenson 
came across the song in a 
travel book of the 1830s. and 
used it to chilling effect in 
Treasure Island. It refers to 
the 18 th-century pirate 
Edward Teach, or Black- 
beard. who marooned 30 
mutineers on a bleak island 
in the British Virgins, giving 
each of them a bottle of rum 
and a cutlass so they would 
kill each other. But after 30 
days 15 men still stood, 
crazed and srubbled. on the 
island of Dead Man’s Chest- 
Two and a half centuries 
later, a former editor of 
Powerboat magazine. Quen¬ 
tin Van Marie, was on a 
diving trip when the out¬ 
board motor fell off his boat 
and he got marooned there. 
He rescued himself by swim¬ 
ming to Peter Island, but 
•’the experience", he ex¬ 
plained yesterday, “lived 


can’t escape 
the rat race 



LIBBY PURVES 

with me". Twenty-five years 
later he decided to camp for a 
month on the island and 
write it up in a Sunday paper 
for the RLS centenary. 

"Only you cant maroon 
yourseu without permission 
these days." He got clear¬ 
ance from the British Virgin 
Islands National Parks 
Trust, and the local Search 
and Rescue, who made him 
take survival rations and 
water and a portable tele¬ 
phone. He had a camcorder. 
Pusser’s Rum sponsored 
him and provided the bottle 
and cutiass. The beard he 
grew himself, to his distaste. 
“It was always full of salt 
Mid very nasty.” 

H e caught rain water 
and fished. The sun 
beat down on his 
shelterless beach, and he 
slept badly, having weird 
dreams, wriggling on the 
sharp vegetation. He re-read 
Treasure Island in the sunset 
and tried to think of the 

mutineers. Time 

slowly. Once, he 


dying 

passed 


found an ancieni broken key. 


and felt a brief but genuine 
thrilL 

Romance, however, is an 
endangered species. Tourist 
boats cruised past him. 
pointing. A woman lawyer 
from New Jersey arrived 
wanting some whelks. Once. 
a pair of travel journalists on 
a freebie landed and were 
told he had sold his exclu¬ 
sive. The Princess of Wales 
was staying on Richard 
Branson’s nearby Necken 
who knows, she may have 
gawped too. 

In the middJe of his ordeal, 
he got a fax from home. The 
Peter Island Yacht Club sent 
it over by the hand of a man 
on a sailboard, and he read 
that Joanna Lumley’s TV 
marooning stunt had just 
been transmitted. So at least 
he found out what it is like to 
have the Black Spot put on 
you. 

M r Van Marie 
served his month, 
came off feeling 
terrible, and flew home to 
find that the newspaper had 
lost interest in his 18.000- 
word diary, and merely ran 
a brief account in its travel 
pages. Now he has written a 
modest topographical note 
for The Geographical Mag¬ 
azine. mentioned the Yo ho 
ho. and at last got noticed. 
But i daresay Jim Hawkins 
speaks for him: 

“Oxen and wain-ropes 
would not bring me back 
again to that accursed is¬ 
land. and the worst dreams 
that ewr I have are when I 
hear the surf booming about 
its coasts, or start upright in 
bed. with the sharp voice of 
Captain Flint still ringing in 
my ears: ‘Pieces of eight! 
Pieces of eight!’.” 


stamps, hut consistency of 
ownership, and an apprecia¬ 
tion of the fragile nature of an 
island economy. Unemploy¬ 
ment is endemic, depopulation 
still a major issue. 

Crofters, whose long strug¬ 
gle for recognition in the last 
century gained fhem security 
of tenure, do not welcome 
being told what to do with 
their land. Extravagant ideas 
for development tend to 
founder because the dream 


outstrips the reality, and the 
reality is that small businesses 
based on tourism offer fur 
better prospects of success 
than a lavish fish factory, a 
brand new distillery, or a 
remote conference centre. 

But litis is unlikely to deter 
those who see the islands of 
the West as an escape from the 
harsh complexity of mainland 
life. “Often have 1 thought how 
much men’s hearts cry out for 
peace and quietude, and for a 


return to simpler and less 
irritating conditions of life." 
wrote Alusdair Alpin Mac¬ 
Gregor in his classic account 
of island life. Behold the 
Hebrides. That siren cn is as 
true today as it was when he 
wrote ir. hO years ago. Unfor¬ 
tunately ir is a ay which 
appeals mostly to the wrong 
kind of people. There is a 
Gaelic saying which goes: 
“Islands, like women, will 
a!wavs turn a man's head." 


TOMORROW Patrick Moore 
records the 5tXUh edition of 
The Sty at Sight, adlibbins 
ht> way through the script in 
the breathless*, barking style 
that is his trademark. 

First broadcast on April 2-4. 
|m 57. ihe series, pins a few spe¬ 
cials. has run once a 
month for 38 years, 
and Mr Moure has 
been in every one. 

The 5UUtn edition 
will be broadcast on 
Monday at lam. 

When Mr Moon: re¬ 
corded the first nrte. 

Sputnik had yet to 
uo into orbit and the 
programme was a 
shon-term “filler”. 

The first pro 
grammes were Jive. 

Sir Moore remem¬ 
ber* wailing to 
speak and thinking: 

"My whole career 
depends on tile next 
20 minutes.” He 
need not have wor¬ 
ried. A natural who 
\i rites a script "only 

so ihe producer will 
know what I’m nut 
going to say”. Mr 
Moore was a hit. In October. 
Sputnik went into orbit. 

“Anyone who was doing a 
programme on astronomy 
when Sputnik went up would 
still be doing it today." he as¬ 
serts. He never records the 
programme more than a day 
or so in advance, for fea r that a 
comet or a supernova will 
catch him out. Once he nearly 
missed a Sky at Night, having 



Moore: 3S 
years on TV 

Once a fly 
flew into 
his mouth 
during 
the show 


cracked his head on the bath. 
Bui the BBC sent an outside 
broadcast ream to his home at 
SeJsey, West Sussex, and he 
performed Another rime, a 
bluebottle flew into his mouth 
when he was talking about the 
planets. “Only one thing to 
do.” he recalLs. 
“Swallow it and car¬ 
ry on." 

The programme is 
cheap to make, 
sticks to a simple 
presentation style, 
and has an audience 
of between 700.000 
and one million. It is 
only pan of a stag¬ 
gering schedule for 
Kir Moore, now 72. 
Today, he is at Jod- 
rell Bank for a cere¬ 
mony. yesterday he 
opened the Edin¬ 
burgh Science Festi¬ 
val. and tomorrow' 
he is ar TV Centre. 

Patrick Moore lied 
about his age to get 
into Bomber Com¬ 
mand as a navi¬ 
gator. and declined a 
university place 
after the war be¬ 
cause he did not believe in 
accepting a government grant. 
He still writes on a 1908- 
vintage typewriter. 

Nor is he about to stop. The 
longest-running TV pro¬ 
gramme with the same pre¬ 
senter anywhere in the world. 
The Sky at Night is already 
commissioned for next year. 

Nigel Hawkes 



WE’VE BEEN NAMED 
HOTEL BRAND OF THE YEAR. 

(SHOULD CAUSE A FEW RIPPLES!) 


HOTEL 

BRAND 

OF THE 

YEAR 


In a recent NOP survey among UK business people. 
Swallow Hotels were named ‘Horel Brand of the Year’. 

No mean achievement for the country’s seventh 
largest hotel group. 

And if you haven’t beard of us 
before, get to know us a little better and 
you’ll find that we are very different 
from the run-of-the-mill hotel chains 
you may be more familiar with. 

For a start, every Swallow Hotel has 
a three, four or five star rating, as well as its own 
unique character and individual style. 

But wherever you stay around the country’, you’ll 
always find the same high level of 
Swallow service, marvellous food and 
a calming atmosphere. 

You’ll find that 28 of our hotels 
have exclusive Leisure Clubs, with 
indoor swimming pools plus a full 
range of leisure facilities and fitness 
equipment. 


Every Swallow Hotel also offers conference, 
training and banqueting facilities for events of all 
shapes and sizes. 

In short, you'll find Swallow Hotels the perfect 
place ro tackle hard business. 

And if you've had enough of work, you couldn’t 
choose a more individual group of hotels than Swallow 
for a short break. 

For more information 
about all 35 Swallow 
Hotels, call us now on 
the number below or 
simply clip the coupon. 



SWALLOW 

HOTELS— 



Jn business , you deserve all the breaks you can get. 

»-;-1 

J Please send me derails about Swallow Hotels. Tm interested in 
l scaring for (please underline) business / conference / leisure 


Mr/Mrs/M iss/Ms_ 

Surname_ 

Address_ 


Initials. 


Postcode. 


CALL FREE ON 0500 60 60 60 t. _ _ - 2 - « --Tl _TT303 


» Send FREEPOST to: 

J Swallow Hotels Lid., Central Reservations Office, FREEPOST, 
PO Box 30, Washington, NE37 1BR 
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■ A memo isn’t designed 
to inform, but to impress 
for career purposes 


T hat leaked BBC memo preparing the 
corporation's defences against accusa¬ 
tions of bias was politically fascinat¬ 
ing. It tit up a dark mmefieid in the no man's 
land between politicians and broadcasters, 
increasingly congested with bias-detectors, 
spin-doctors, public relations spokesmen, 
aides and executives who are exposed to 
public view only when caught out in the open 
by such a sudden flare. 

But the memo also ifluminated a small but 
self-important branch of language. Memo 
Speak. Communication can be made in 
many different forms and sizes, from die 
twitch of an eyebrow to a thousand-page 
party political manifesto: die former is more 
effective, like aD jargons. Memos peak has 
its peculiar codes and subtexts. These were 
illustrated in the memorandum from the 
deputy editor of Panorama to other BBC 
executives warning them about the fall-out 
from John Major bong given 40 minutes of 
prime television time on Monday, just three 
days before the Scottish elections. 

That this was a memo is evident not just 
from its format, setting out the origin and 
destinations at the top. Those shortened first 
names of Nick. Tim and Steve are native to 
the herbivores of Television Centre and 
Broadcasting House, where a certain chum¬ 
my informality has become the rule in the 
executive offices as weD as on screen. But the 
distribution list (the more exclusive, usually, 
the better) is the battle-flag of a good memo. 
That cc for “carbon copy" is a fossilised 
anachronism in this age of print-outs and 
photocopiers, when carbon paper, if you can 
find any. needs carbon-dating. But this 
document coukl be nothing but a memo. It 
exemplifies the essential MemoSpeak quali¬ 
ties of self-importance, the irony of a private 
club nudging and winking at other members 
of the dub. name-dropping and stylistic 
pomposity. The ultimate object of all memos 
is to advance the career of the memorandum- 
writer in the lush jungle of office politics. 


F irstly, no other medium of communica¬ 
tion. written, spoken or signalled, still 
deploys such numerical tabulations as 
“firstly”. These are meant to cloak an 
otherwise simple message with arithmetical 
precision, ana to make file memo-writer 
appear as rigorously analytical as an 
expensive chartered accountant, rather than 
as woolly as a middle-ranking media exec. 

Secondly, that exclamation mark. “Ash¬ 
down isn’t so easy!” The gasper is obsolete 
except in MemoSpeak mid the essays of 
children teaming to write! If you need an 
exclamation mark to flag a joke or an irony, 
it is not working. But in a mono, the gasper 
signals the cosiness of a magic circle being 
nudged to smile at an inhouse irony. 

Thirdly, a good memo drops names to sug¬ 
gest that the memorandist has powerful 
connections and superior knowledge. We 
have a memo-writer al the office who starts 
Ids with the superb phrase of MemoUpman- 
ship: “I believe it was H.L. Mencken who 
said...” This suggests that he has a well- 
stocked mind rather than the truth that his 
personal assistant has a quotation dictionary 
arranged thematically. 

Fourthly, the superior memo demonstra¬ 
tes by hints and indirections that file writer 
has connections in high places. The name- 
drop of “Tony” on its own, leaving recipients 
to supply “Hail” is a classic instance of 
internal memo meiosis to impress. 

Fifthly, the successful memo should exhib¬ 
it gung-ho self-confidence about the memo- 
creating organisation, while laying careful 
defences against possible subsequent criti- 
cism. 71 k Bi& memo fcjmsparmg for inevit¬ 
able complaints of partiality and cowardice 
in the face of government harassment after 
Panorama goes out It shares the fotie de 
grandeur of politicians who suppose that 40 
minutes of exposure on such a programme 
will influence the way Scots vote. But viewers 
and listeners are not as suggestible as 
professional hoodwinkers suppose. 

Lord Reith would have had a crisp reply 
rather than a cringing memo to complaints 
of bias or requests for fair shares of air time 
for all. He would have blasted spin-doctors, 
lobbyists and all such parasites of communi¬ 
cation off the air. But this is the final 
unwritten rule of MemoSpeak: if you have a 
confidential, disingenuous or politically 
e mbar rassing message, do not put it in 
writing in these days of the superleak- 


The Anglo-American axis remains crucial to Nato: a special relationship to cherish, says lain Duncan Smith 


Y et again we seem to be engaged in 
doom and gloom about the “spe¬ 
cial relationship” between Britain 
and the United States. Normally ratio¬ 
nal commentators have gleefully pro¬ 
nounced the relationship dead, and 
Nato buried with it Such views demon¬ 
strate a remarkable lack of understand¬ 
ing about the nature of the relationship 
and the purpose of Nato. 

The problem is that since the collapse 
of tiie Cold War. a fundamental mistake 
has been made. It is assumed that for 
some reason Britain and the other 
nations of Europe share a view of the 
world, and are at one with each other 
but not with America. British differences 
with Germany over die recognition of 
Croatia, and Belgium’s failure to allow 
Britain to use Nato munitions stored in 
Belgium during the Gulf War illustrate 
how mistaken this assumption is. The 
alliance has never been a rigid structure 
able to move only if all die member 
nations act in concert. There have been 
moments of severe internal strain within 
the alliance, yet these were-overcome. 
Most memorable were the departure of 
Fiance from the military wing in 1966. 
and the deployment of cruise and 
Pershing missiles in response to the 
SS2Q missiles of the Soviet Union. Scone 
nations in Europe rejected this deploy¬ 
ment. but Britain worked closely wifi) 
America to make sure it happened. 

Across the Western European capi¬ 
tals. there is talk of strengthening the 
Western European Union and giving 
what is essentially a political organis¬ 
ation an operational structure. The dan¬ 
ger of this policy has been hidden by the 
assumption that the WEU would form a 


Going with the grain 



of a shared history 


European pillar in Nato and so enhance 
cooperation. In reality, this would 
merely confuses Nate’s future, and far 
from strengthening it would hasten its 
end. For at the heart of Nato is the 
command, control and communications 
infrastructure and heavy airlift capab¬ 
ility without which cooperation would 
be impossible. The WEU, we are told, 
would borrow this, but as these two 
dements remain in large part American, 
such a strange relationship would 
clearly not survive the first difference of 
opinion. Worse, such a rigid structure as 
the WEU could work only at the level of 
the lowest common denominator, and 
given the past examples of weakness 
and vacillation by some European 
nations, that would be a recipe for 
inaction. Furthermore. French paranoia 
about growing Anglo-Saxon influence in 
the world has never really abated — 
hence France's refusal to rejoin the 
military wing of Nato. 

We do not have to look, far to see that 
tbe idea of a common European defence 
policy has failed. Bosnia is a constant 
reminder of how compromise and 
indecision affect such zones of instabil¬ 
ity. Many have blamed Nato for the 


problems there, but the reality is that 
Nato was not engaged from the outset 
This is par tially because some in Europe 
— particularly France — saw this as an 
?Hp«i opportunity to demonstrate how a 
European problem could be dealt with 
on purely European terms. Germany, 
which recognised Croatia very early, 
subsequently found itself "unable" to 
commit troops. Britain, which did not 
believe in becoming involved militarily, 
now finds itself engaged with ground 
troops, aircraft and naval ships, togeth¬ 
er with France. Yet when America prodr 
u c rri its plan to resolve tbe crisis in 1993. 
it was rejected try Germany. France and 
Britain. Ironically, most of that plan is 
now being pursued, two years later. 

The CUnton Administration carries 
much of the blame for failing to use the 
existing Nato structure to discuss its 
ideas formally. Rejection of its incom¬ 
plete ideas encouraged many in Europe 
to seek a solution without the Ameri¬ 
cans. This mistake stems from an 
American foreign policy which vague¬ 
ly approves of a united Europe and 
focuses on Germany as its main partner. 
President Bush followed a similar pol¬ 
icy until the Gulf War, when mili¬ 


tary assistance came from Britain. 

Brushing aside the politics, what is 
dear is the number of serious threats. 


Russia is --- — 

sion of Checfaenia has caused 
waves - across'Eastern -Europe- 
worries irany.lro® the Caucasus to the 
Baltic, is the WesTs failure to condemn 
what is going on in Checfenfe- 

Nato has never been simply cctn- 
cemed with the defence of Western 
Europe. It is about file defence of 
common interests. A dose partne rship 
between Britain fold tbe United State s 
has always been critical to. its successful 
opppif fon . This is nosoedak riatinreda p 

_i: wAuu. a mmanhWi nf thpfed - 


Foremost is the massive proliferation of 
nuclear weapons, with North Korea and 
China leading the way for Pakistan. 
Iraq. Iran, and even Libya. Only last 
summer, the former Prime Minister of 
Pakistan claimed that his country at 
ready possessed a nudear device; and 
North Korea continues to develop a 
nudear and ballistic missile capability, 
despite the recent agreement with 
America. Spending by countries such as 
Iran on nudear technology continues at 
very high levels. The network of technol¬ 
ogy erchanges between North Korea 
and Iran is weD known, and reports of 
French missile sales to Iran suggest that 
proliferation may already be beyond 
centred. Some forecasters believe that 
countries such as Libya will possess 
missiles with ranges up to2.000mites by 
file tuna of the century. With biological 
or chemical warfare capabilities also 
possible, foe threat to the West is dear. 
This is compounded by the political 
instability of many Arab states. 

Furthermore, the future of democracy 
and of the stalled economic reforms in 


that we are two rations that share a 
common language, a commonly toed 
legal system, and a profound benef m 
fire philosophy of free tra de and demos- 
racy. What misguided commentators 
here have Med to understand is how 
different the approach ofmost Repubfi- 
cans is from mat of their Preskfcnt In 
the a bse peg of dear direction from tbe 
White House. America has a core of 
State Department officials malting as- 
- sumptions about Europe'S fuhire, as a 
substitute for policy. 

As Senator Bob Dote has reiterated in 

criticising CUnton’s refusal to attend foe 
London VE-Day celebrations, Britain 
remains America's closest a%.. He 
understands, as do many Republicans, 
that it was this axis find: gave Nato its 
strength, and that tins axis should now 
be remforced by Britain and Amer ica 
finding common cause in -oar shared 
values and areas of co m m o n interest 


Working with the grain is easier than 
working against it 


The author is Conservative MP Jfor 
ChingfbnL , . 


How much gold is 



From currency to jewellery, one metal 
has captured the imagination of mankind 


M y colleague Simon Jenkins 
recently wrote about “Pri¬ 
am'S Treasure” — a hoard 
of gold beauty unearthed 
by Schliemarm at Troy. At the end of 
file war, looting was rife, and Priam’s 
Gold fell to the looters; Simon Jenkins’s 
column discussed the ticklish subject of 
reparation. 

But that led me to the very thought of 
gold, what it has done and what it has 
been used for. how it destroys and how 
it is loved, how many thousands have 
been killed for it. and how many 
millions have died for it (And while I’m 
about it, I may as well point out that in 
The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations, 
there are 102 entries for “gold” but only 
14 for “goodness”) 

Years ago, 1 read that if someone 
collected all the gold 
in the world that had 
been mined in the 
past 500 years and 
melted it down, it 
would cover a foot¬ 
ball pitch to a depth 
of nine inches. As 
you would guess. I 
immediately leapt to — 

my feet and cried 
“Leris do it! Lets get all die gold mined 
in the world in the last five hundred 


Bernard 

Levin 


banks. Only 800 (only!) tonnes are held 
privately, and again (fantasise, conjur¬ 
ing up the miser at his chest, running his 
doubloons through his fingers. Then 
there are file practical uses gold can offer 
— we have all seen a flash of gold in a 
mouth otherwise prosaic. 

The group that has worked out the 
figures is very exact — I would say. 
much too exact. You remember the ex¬ 
change in Henry V during the night 
before Agincourt when the messenger 
says “My lord high constable, the 
English lie within fifteen hundred paces 
of your tents”, and the constable drily 
asks “Who hath measured the ground?” 
I am willing to believe that a great deal 
of gold has been mined throughoiff all 
history, but when t am told that my 
“great deal" measures precisely 115,164 
tonnes, I ask "Who 
hath weighed the 
gold?” 

Gold - has been 
worshipped, in cul¬ 
tures which had no 
monetary use for it 
gold has been used 
as a medium of ex¬ 
change without any 
other feeling- Gold is 


years and spread it on a football pitch!” 
Alas, the fainthearts in Fbrt Knox would 
not play, and the man in charge of the 
Bank of England wouldn’t even return 
my telephone call 

Everything cranes to him who waits. 
An American organisation — a serious 
and expert one — has just worked out. 
wifii no football pitches to help, the 
exact quantity of gold that has ever 
been mined in all history (a curled 
lip for those wretched 500 years), and 
these experts have announced the 
amounts. The totfo comes to 3,703billion 
troy ounces, or 115,164 tonnes. (I am, 
right al fiie start, somewhat at a loss 
with this story, because I don’t know 
what a tonne is — I am familiar only 
with tons — and as for troy ounces, I 
pass. However, I said that the American 
experts are serious, so I suppose I must 
be serious too.) 

Oddly, I am. Take file first figure 
in the story.' 40.710 tonnes, roughly a 
third of file total, has been used as 
jewellery. (Careful, gentlemen, bow you 
handle the beautiful dungs — some of 
them have adorned necks that f have 
loved.) Then there are fi« less romantic 
sections; (he stacks of ingots that are 
held as collateral for countries that use 
the gleaming magic for their central 


the most malleable of all the metals; a 
single grain can be drawn into a wire 
500ft long, and an ounce of gold 
covering a silver wire is capable of bong 
extended two-thirds of a mile. 

It is by no means a wholly singular 
metal, for it can, and does, combine with, 
other substances, and I have a list that 
is pure poetry: gold and zinc, gold and 
tin. gold and iron, gold and palladium, 
gold and platinum, gold and rhodium, 
gold and iridium, g old and nickel, gold 
and cobalt (Ahem. What is palladium, 
apart from the theatre of that name in 
Argyll Street hard by Oxford Circus 
Tube station?) 



Golden Horde would be something that 
we would not care to zaset m a dark 
night 1 stiD cannot understand tbe 
Golden Secffomwasnmpralte.kni^ited 
by Queen Elizabeth on liis; ship, fo* 
Golden Hind? And there is still the 
Golden Gate, the Gold Standard (perish 
the thought) and JRtoftGokL/.. ~.Y 
A good many years ago. it was the 
custom of substantial figraes to wear a 
gold sovereign on. their jwusteoais. 
though I fear that my youngor readers 
do not know what a: sovereign was. Ah 
well, it was a rwl ^tkten eoin. worth 
one pound, with the sovereign's head 
on it There is an. obvious many: the 
gold ooin of yore could be used to buy 
something substantial, while its pitiful 
ghost, in the&apeafbur pound coin can. 
buy pr&cticaDy nothing, (i have just 
realised that as wdl as ^'defining- a 
sovereign, 1 should probably explain 
what a waistcoat was.) 



Sophia Schlieraann wearing “the treasure of Priam" 


G 


old was used as ornament 
thousands of years ago; Aar¬ 
on. in Exodus, dons an ephod 
and he “made the ephod of 
, blue, and purple, and scarlet and 
: twined linen. And they did beat the 
gold into thin plates, and cut into wires 
to work it in the blue, and in file purple, 
and in the scarlet and the fine linen, 
wifii cunning work." Pretty expensive 
stuff, that, and it gets worse; the Lord 
demands an ark ana “thou shall overlay 
it wifii pure gold, within and without 
shall thou overlay it arid shah make 
upon it a crown of gold round about”. 
Horner is full of references to gold- 
embroidered dothing, but then Shake¬ 


speare points to tbe flaw: “All that 
glisters is not gold.” Mind you, Chaucer 
said it nearly 300 years before: “But al 
thing which that shyneth as file gold t 
Nis nat gold, as that I have herd it told.” 

Golden Ages are countless; something 
tells me that our own time win not be 
thought one. (True, history has frequent¬ 
ly surprised us.) But once we start 
counting “golds", we shall never stop. 
The first document that was important 
enough to be formally sealed was the 
Golden Bull a thousand years ago; in 
file New Testament St Matthew said 
“whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you. do ye even so to them, for this 
is the law and the prophets”, and those 
words have always been called the 


Golden Rule. On the other hand, there is 
the Golden Calf, and think of file trouble 
that it brought upon the Israelites. 

Why are so marry Jews called Gold¬ 
berg? It goes back centuries, to a time 
when not everybody had a name, and 
many who did had only a Christian 
name; the Jews’ own Hebrew names 
were discounted, and they were given 
names which were designed to make the 
owner of it a vile joke: Goldberg means 
“mountain of gold”. 

Then there is the Golden Mean, which 
we all try to keep, but aQ foil to do 
achieve; we must give a salute to the 
Golden Ass. which could be called the 
first novel, written a hundred .or more 
years AD by Lucius Apuleius; the 


owmaityiiiai,ajDdiuitafew i 
women, have sought the 
golden wflHMbe-wisp. and 

__onty come to terrible grief? 

How many who have tasted the celd,- 
. 'gleaming, rifeotinetaiand found that it 
could ibuy £verytfringdhat was-useless-:: 

• and nothing else? 1 stiff shudderal foe 
woman who won the pools and cried: 
"I’m going to spend, .SpentL spendT, 
only to die a homble death from poriey. 

Do you rememberPeter Shaffer's The' 
Royal Hunt of the Surit . 

• "Atahualpa Speaks! Aahualpa needs! 
Atafaualpa commands! Bring him gold. 
Horn the palaces. From foe temples. 
From aU buMngs in tbe great places. 
From, walls of pleasure and roofs of 

. omen. From floors of feasting and - 
Gettings of death. Bring him the gold 
of Quito and Pachamacac! King him 
file gold of Cuzco and CoricancbaJ ' 
Bring file gold of VUcanota! Bring 
.him. the gold of Colae!. ofAymaraes : 
and’Areqfopa! Bring him foe gold of 
file Ghnnu! Put up a mountain of gold 
-.and free your Sun. from his prison 
of douds?” ' 

The golden artefacts that the Incas - 
made and the Spaniards slide were - 
tilings of ravishing beauty. Another 
echo rings: the Spaniards, for easy <: 
carrying, smashed them all, and beat' 
them into ingots. . 

• When l discussed the reluctance on 
the part of theAxndnster librarians to 
welcome a magnificent gift — of 200 
volumes of the Everyman’s Library — l 

was under the impression that the boids; 

were from the original series, in itselfa ' 
wonderful present. / now know that the 
books were from the new series' — the 
beautiful David Campbell edition, 
which mates the reluctant librarians 
loo k ten trmes more absurd.. Do you 
suppose that dawn in Devon they just ' 
don't like books! 


Derby day off 


THIS YEAR’S Epsom Derby is like¬ 
ly be without its jolliest chara¬ 
bancs. For the first time in more 
than 40 years, the Garrick Club is 
about to canoe! its annual outing to 
foe Derby. 

In past years, the Garrick's Der¬ 
by day-trippers have made their 
mark from their open-topped dou¬ 
ble-deckers overlooking the win¬ 
ning line. They dine on fine 
summer fere with silver cutlery 
and white linen tablecloths, and 
issue raucous cheers as the winners 
come home. 

But this year, there is no enthus¬ 
iasm for the trip, because the rare 
has been moved from a Wednesday 
to a Saturday, June 10. “The 
members don't get a jolly day out 
during the week now, and they are 
not nearly as keen to go,” says dub 
secretary Martin Harvey. He has 
issued an ultimatum, with a notice 
on the dub board declaring that 40' 
members must sign up by this 
evening. “I am hoping my plea will 
have die desired effect on wavering 
members, but I fear the chances 
this year are very dim and 1 will 
have to call it off." 


irritating. We are dosed on Satur¬ 
days, so I don’t know what we are 
going to do,” says secretary David 
Ward. The last Derby to run on a 
Saturday was in 1953. and Wood- 
row Wyatt, chairman of the Tote, is 
delighted to see it happen again: 
“The percentage of layabouts who 
are free during the week is much 
higher in the Garrick than in the 
rest of the nation, irs marvel¬ 
lous that everyone can go on a 
Saturday” 


• Theatreland's best-known cat, 

Beerbohm. has turned up his paws. 
Beloved by troupes of actors, he 
lived at the Globe Theatre, now 
renamed the Gielgud, for many 
years. And none laved him as much 

as Beryl Reid. “He was marvellous. 
I used to dip him turkey sand¬ 
wiches.” 


Godfather I 







quite tie in with advertised policy to 
date 

This gaffe is blamed on a print¬ 
ing error in file mailshot A crucial 
line was left out “We also have 
powerful criticisms of Labour.. 
was inadvertently omitted. 


Swept away 


ZT£ FOfL DETECTING 
HUGE PROFITS 

f 


At White's, tbe traditional Derby 
sweepstake is under threat “It is 



THERE is just a single grave in the 
churchyard at St Matthew's, Beth¬ 
nal Green, where Ronnie Kray was 
buried this week: that of Joseph 
Mercuron. described as “an eariy- 
19tb-oentuxy version of tbe Godfa¬ 
ther”. He and his henchmen ran 
protection rackets, brothels, dog 
fights and bullock hums through 
foe East End’s streets. He was both 
churchwarden and the local licens¬ 
ing magistrate at the time. 


tipple is. -. apple-juice. 

He plucked a glass of amber liq¬ 
uid from a passing tray and took a 
large gulp. It was heady stuff. “I in¬ 
advertently took a glass of cham¬ 
pagne.” he says. “I hadn’t touched 
a drop of alcohol in twenty years 
until then. It's a pity because 1 rath¬ 
er enjoyed showing off about how 
long I had been abstinent—and Ill 
have to start again now.” 


Grape juice The Gaffer 


THE PRINCE of Wales was urging 
glasses of the Duchy of Cornwall’s 
new range of soft drinks upon 
guests at a reception in St James's 
Palace this week. Among those who 
ventured to try the herbal brews 
was Professor Sir Cotin Spedding, 
the teetotal chairman of foe Apple 
and Pear Research Council, whose 


LITTLE WONDER Jeremy Han¬ 
ley's hair is turning greyer by the 
day. In his latest howler, the Con¬ 
servative chairman has written to 
25.000 party sympathisers asking 
for money. The letter stales that his 
party plans to raise taxes and sup¬ 
port the European Union's social 
chapter — a statement that doesn’t 


ROY HATTERSLEY’S heart is 
leaping in his manly breast He is 
to be guest of honour at the Roman¬ 
tic Novel of the Year award in 
London next month. The political 
heavyweight will be minglulg with 
his own kind at the rose-tinted 
gathering, for he has dashed'off ro¬ 
mantic novels himseit His latest ef¬ 
fort, Skylark Song, was even 
entered for foe award in 1994. 

Dame Barbara Carfland, pink- 
chiffoned queen of the genre, ap¬ 
proves: “I chink it’s the best filing I 
have heard about MPs so far. 
There is too much sex and scandal 
in the House of Commons. We 
need to go bade to real kwe." 



Martin Amis 


Bridge too far 

THE DENTAL difficulties suffer¬ 
ed by Martin Amis, who spent 
£20.000 on his bridge, would hare 
drawn nothing but sympathy from 
a leading novelist of another age. 


Charlotte BrontS, too was most con¬ 
cerned about her teeth. 

A BBC2 documentary on Satur¬ 
day. Charlotte Bronte Unmasked, 
dwells on her insecurity about her 
appearance. “Shewantedabove an 
to be beautiful,” explains the pro¬ 
gramme's producer, Daisy Good¬ 
win. "The thing she was most self- 
eonsious about was her teeth. They 
were a source of constant worry to 
her- She would never smile with 
her mouth open.” 

Goodwin is convinced that she 
would have opted for the dental 


bridge had it been available in her 
seem rat to 

lave been deterred by her ivories, ; . 
bne received four proposals of:-',. 
naarria ge»" explains Goodwin. : li 


suggested a new 
mchejbr his huge biog- • : 
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CANADIAN PRACTICES 

To oppose Spain’s fishermen is to support important principles 


After \veeks of feeble prevarication. the 
British Government has come belatedly tu 
its senses in declaring that it would veto’any 
move by the European Union to impose 
sanctions aeainsi Canada. Ottawa's rugged 
regard for conservation of fish stocks in the 
Grand Banks of the north Atlantic has 
already earned widespread plaudits for the 
Canadian Government, it j* right that 
Britain should now add tr> its words the 
promise of action. 

The present dispute began earlier this 
month when Canadian coastguards appre¬ 
hended a Spanish fishing vessel in an eco¬ 
logically sensitive section of die high seas ad¬ 
jacent to Canada's 200-mile exclusive eco¬ 
nomic zone I EEZ). Not content with inciting 
Brussels to adopt “counter-measures*’ ae- 
ainst Ottawa — including the famous sug¬ 
gestion that The next summit meeting of the 
Group of Seven be moved from Halifax to 
another venue — Spain has now filed a suit 
against Canada in the international Court of 
Justice. Madrid's application to the court 
argues that Canada cannot extend its jur¬ 
isdiction beyond its EEZ. and that its 
methods are contrary to international law. 

Spain's action is unlikely to succeed. Can¬ 
ada has already — and validly — modified 
its acceptance of the court's jurisdiction. It 
has excluded disputes that arise from its 
conservation measures — a modification 
that should carry no stigma. Eleven mem¬ 
bers of the EU have already made modifica¬ 
tions in some form, including Spain. 

Since the “conservation arrest", the focus 
has shifted rightly to the methods employed 
by the Spanish ship. There is clear evidence, 
displayed with some panache three days ago 
by Brian Tobin, the Canadian Fisheries 
Minister, that her crew were using nets 
which violated the regulations of the North 
Atlantic Fisheries Organisation (Nafo). The 
meshes, measuring 115mm in the case of 


outer nets and SOmm in case of inner ones, 
were much smaller than rhe !30mm limit 
prescribed by Nafo. of which both Canada 
and the EU are members. 

Yet far from castigating Spain for its use of 
nets which devastate the ecosystem of the 
Grand Banks. Emma Bonino, the European 
Fisheries Commissioner, has fired at Can¬ 
ada a number of intemperate salvos. In 
doing so. she has underestimated both the 
volume of public sympathy in this country 
for the fishermen of Newfoundland and the 
strength of the Canadian case. 

That case rests on a simple proposition: a 
country's EEZ may end at 200 miles from 
the coastline, but what happens in mile 201 
can affect what happens in mite 199. 
‘■Straddling stock", or fish types which are 
found both within the EEZ and in the 
adjacent high seas, are now threatened with 
extinction on the Grand Banks. In seeking to 
put an end to overfishing by the Spanish 
fleet. Canada was only rising to the call of an 
emergency. There would have been no need 
for it to do so had Nafo been equipped with a 
framework for the enforcement of its own 
regulations, or if international law took 
sufficient account of the gravity of the threat 
to straddling stocks. 

To fill rhe legal breach. Canada enacted 
the Coastal Fisheries Protection Act in 1994, 
extending its supervision to the proximate 
high seas to prevent the “destruction of these 
stocks and to permit their rebuilding”. Other 
states have also taken steps: Chile declared 
its mar presencial, or “Presential Sea**, in 
1991, a zone beyond 200 miles in which it 
aims to take charge of fisheries conservation 
and measures against pollution. Britain's 
squid stocks near the Falklands could be 
ravaged if global conservation measures are 
not effected in haste. Canada is right in its 
crusade for conservation: it is in Britain's 
interests to proclaim this with vigour. 


SPRINGTIME AT THE BBC 

When ministers whinge and memos wing, all must be well 


Ail governments of all complexions rub 
along in a state of constant tension with 
broadcasters. Interviewers are paid to 
puncture politicians' propaganda: political 
parties try to exploit television and radio for 
partisan advantage. This week has seen a 
classic case of intimidatory tactics from the 
Tories; and a typical cry of “not fair!” from 
the opposition parties. 

Jonathan Aitken'S attacks on the indepen¬ 
dence of John Humphrys earlier in the week 
were not worthy of either man. Any listener 
to Radio 4's Today programme can tell that 
Mr Humphrys interviews his guests, what¬ 
ever their political views, in much the same 
manner. The most robust of his interview¬ 
ees, Kenneth Clarke and Michael Heseltme. 
for example, enjoy the cut and thrust, and 
enhance their status by parrying with equal 
vigour. It was not Mr Clarke, after all, who 
complained about being interrupted 32 
times by Mr Humphrys: indeed, during the 
interview, he exclaimed, “this is all great 
fun." 

If presenters never interrupted politicians, 
the result would be a party political 
broadcast. All ministers are trained to carry 
on talking for as long as they can in order to 
evade difficult questions. They know that a 
Today slot is only a couple of minutes long 
and so they naturally filibuster to fill the 
space. Each time that a presenter cuts in and 
asks them to get to the point, most listeners 
silently applaud. The trouble with political 
interviews, if anything, is that politicians are 
allowed to get away with too much, not too 
little. 

The greater danger is that attacks such as 
those this week persuade a sensitive BBC to 
lean too far in the opposite direction. The 


opposition parties think so. A leaked memo 
from the deputy editor of Panorama , Nick 
Robinson, set out the arguments that 
executives should use for granting John 
Major a 40-minute interview in the run-up 
to the local elections. Aware that the other 
parties would demand equal airtime, Mr 
Robinson's memo frankly discussed stra¬ 
tagems to ensure that their respective 
leaders would not all have to be given a right 
of reply. 

Mr Major's advisers have derided — for 
good or ill — that the Prime Minister needs a 
media blitz to restore his standing. Hence 
his recent interview with The Daily Tele¬ 
graph, his appearance this morning on 
Good Morning with Anne and Nick, next 
Monday’s Panorama programme, and a 
couple of set-piece speeches within a week. 
Panorama, like most political programmes, 
has a standing invitation out to interview the 
Prime Minister. That he should decide to 
accept at a time that suits him is hardly 
surprising. 

Nor is it surprising that the opposition 
parties should complain. But their points are 
purely and legitimately party political. They 
try to manipulate the broadcasters just as 
cynically as do the Tories. Interviews with 
Tony Blair are granted for maximum 
impact the spindoctors would not be doing 
their job if they did not choose their slots 
with care. 

The job of the BBC, though, is to remain 
clearly unintimidated by these complaints. 
In the months before the corporation’s 
licence was renewed, there was perhaps 
some pragmatic justification for nervous¬ 
ness. Now the organisation can afford to be 
more robust. 


TRES GRAND APPETIT 

How to order bookshelves the French way 


France’s new national library, the most 
grandiose of many public monuments to 
President Mitterrand’s monarchic reign, 
was inaugurated yesterday in one of the 
President’s last public acts before he leaves 
office. M Mitterrand has spared neither 
effort nor expense to ensure that the 
construction of the library was completed — 
even if it will be two years before it is filled 
with books, or readers — before his 
successor could alter or delay the project 

The result is an unabashed folie de 
grandeur, scornfully dubbed the “rrtis 
grande biblioth&que " by Parisians in mock¬ 
ing allusion to France’s high-speed Train d 
Grande Vitesse. Four separate giant rowers. 
L-shaped with the intention of suggesting 
upright open books, have been furnished 
with specially patented carpets, rare woods, 
reading rooms the size of football pitches 
and an auditorium resting on huge steel 
coils to absorb vibrations from the Left 
Bank’s rush-hour. 

The tres grande bibliotheque has exhib¬ 
ited a tres grand appetite for public funds, 
costing over a billion pounds to build, and 
with operating costs that will gobble up a 
tenth of the Government’s cultural budget 
Wooden panels had to be hastily added to 
the facades of the buildings after engineers 
and scholars pointed out that the light and 
heat absorbed by the glass and steel towers 
structures would damage the books. 

At a cost of £4.4 million, more than 100 
fully grown trees were transplanted into the 
library's private forest — an extravagance 
which recalls the arboreal alleys that Louis 


XIV had planted for Versailles. Alas, readers 
may but dream of casting down their tomes 
and taking a refreshing stroll among the 
greenery with an agreeable fellow-user who 
catches their eye. Unlike Versailles, this 
scenic plot is meant only to be looked at, not 
walked in. 

So much then, for those who claimed that 
the sundry difficulties besetting the 
construction of the new British Library at St 
Pancras could happen only here, where we 
are more more stingy with our public 
projects than the French. The British version 
shares many of the biblioth&que’s problems. 
Both have aroused architectural controversy 
and charges of gigantism. The central 
difference is that in Paris, no less an 
individual than the President has overseen 
the building’s completion, whereas our new 
library has been shunted from pillar to post 
between government departments and heri¬ 
tage organisations, without any senior 
politician taking responsibility for its 
furtherance. 

Fifty years ago, long before the 
cyberworld staked its claim, Jorge Luis 
Borges, the Argentine writer and some-time 
librarian, predicted that “the library wDJ 
endure: illuminated, solitary, infinite, per¬ 
fectly motionless, equipped with precious 
volumes, useless, incorruptible, secret". M 
Mitterrand’s rush to finish the building 
during his administration may be vainglori¬ 
ous. but it demonstrates a robust will to 
preserve the character of a national library, 
despite the difficulties inherent in the 
undertaking — or perhaps because of them. 
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Police powers and loss of suspects’ right to silence 


Defence attaches 
‘value for money’ 

From Sir Michael Wilford 

Sir. Contrary to your Whitehall Cor¬ 
respondent's reference to Japan as a 
country where Britain does not sell 
arms FAttach6s dig in as budgets for 
entertainment come under fire", re¬ 
port. March 27). Britain provided all 
the 75mm gun barrels and much of 
rhe ammunition used in postwar Jap¬ 
anese tanks, thanks to the hard work 
of generations of our military atta¬ 
ches. In addition, we have sold them 
Rapier (anti-aircraft defence), mortar 
location equipment. 81 mm mortars 
and the 155mm FH70 howitzer. 

Rolls-Royce, with the assistance of 
successive air attaches, has always 
had some success in the military aero¬ 
engine market; but perhaps most re¬ 
markable of all has been the work of 
our naval attaches in seeking to con¬ 
vince the Japanese Naval Self Defence 
Force that our Rolls-Royce gas tur¬ 
bines were the world's finest propul¬ 
sion units for warships. 

They succeeded and today, instead 
of American units, practically all 
modern Japanese warships house 
British-designed engines built under 
licence by Kawasaki Heavy Indus¬ 
tries. It cannot be pure coincidence 
that two out of my three excellent 
naval attaches became admirals. 

May 1 seek also to put in perspective 
the spending on entertainment in one 
year (GO.000) by the defence attaches. 
Japan is a very expensive country to 
live in. and in my day any major for¬ 
eign company giving its annual cock¬ 
tail buffet reception for 300 or so 
guests in a big Tokyo hotel would 
have spent about £17.000 (£50.000 at 
today’s exchange rate). 

While not all entertaining can be 
done in the embassy, the fact that we 
have a gracious and delightful res¬ 
idence does mean that we can enter¬ 
tain far more cheaply, and, 1 believe, 
effectively. 

Yours sincerely, 

MICHAEL WILFORD 
(HM Ambassador to Japan. 

1975-1980), 

Brook Cottage, 

Abbotts Ann, Andover. Hampshire. 
March 28. 

From Brigadier J. F. Rickett 

Sir. Having recently retired from the 
Army after being the military attache 
in Paris. I will try to quantify the job. 
A good attache should be able to gain 
the confidence of authoritative people 
in and around his accredited country's 
armed forces. In this way he can hope 
to influence events, obtain important 
information and. by making more 
contacts, generally to create a feeling 
of goodwill towards his own country. 

He must obviously entertain, which 
is cheaper and more informal at home 
and which I found more effective; in¬ 
deed only in this way is the value of 
the friendship enhanced. If an attache 
does his job competently he will in¬ 
variably overspend his allocated al¬ 
lowance. 1 willingly spent some 
£10.000 out of my salary during ray 
3 h-year term (1991-94) on entertain¬ 
ment 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHNNY RICKETT 
(Comptroller), 

The Union Jack Club. 

Sanded Street Waterloo, SEI. 

March 28. 

From Mqjordeneral J. D. Lunt 

Sir, During my 2b years as defence 
attache/adviser at die British High 
Commission in New Delhi (1966-69) I 
must have expended around £2,000 in 
official entertainment in order to get 
to know senior officers of the Indian 
Armed Services and other people of 
influence. 

Among other by-products I man¬ 
aged to persuade the Indian Army to 
buy the Abbot self-propelled gun at a 
cost of around £10 miUion. Not a bad 
return on our money? 

Yours sincerely. 

JAMES LUNT, 

Hilltop House. 

Little Milton. Oxfordshire. 

March 27. 


Homosexual priests 

From Mr Alasdair Paine 

Sir. Now that the Reverend Chris¬ 
topher Wardale has openly and unre¬ 
pen tan tly admitted a continuing 
homosexual relationship with the 
man he lives with in his vicarage in 
Darlington (Libby Purves, March 23) 
he has presented his diocesan bishop 
with an apparently unavoidable de¬ 
cision. 

On the one hand, the bishop could 
remove Mr Wardale’s licence, and in 
so doing would have the support of 
Scripture, tradition, the vows he took 
when he was himself ordained priest 
and the 1987 verdict of General Synod. 
Such action would take courage and 
strength, but is neither impossible nor 
without precedent. 

On the other, he could leave Mr 
Wardale in place. This is the easier 
option in the short term, but the 
unavoidable conclusion would be that 
the bishop regarded such a lifestyle as 
acceptable in a minister of Christ It is 
not, and inaction in my view could 
only lead to further damaging alien¬ 
ation of churchgoers who fear episco¬ 
pal drift in this area. 

Yours faithfully, 

ALASDAIR PAINE, 

Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. 

March 24. 


Business letters, page 25 


From Mr Roger Leng 

Sir. The Commissioner of the Metro¬ 
politan Police (letter. March 24) im¬ 
plies that his officers are frustrated by 
the inadequacy of the criminal justice 
system to protect victims. Whatever 
the perceptions of his officers, it should 
not be accepted that any deficiencies in 
the criminal justice system result from 
inadequacy in police powers. The 
police already have powers to stop, 
search and arrest citizens whom they 
reasonably suspect. 

Once arrested the citizen's home can 
be searched, saliva taken from his 
mouth and hair from his head, he can 
be compulsorily questioned and de¬ 
tained for that purpose for up u> 24 
hours for minor offences and 9b hours 
for serious offences. In each case the 
citizen is under a corresponding duty 
to submit and may be charged with 
obstruction if he resists. 

After April 9. the police will have a 
new power, to threaten a suspect that 
if he declines to speak his silence may 
be treated as evidence against him. I 
suggest that any further measures to 
case the processes of investigation and 
prosecution would not be tolerable in a 
democratic society. 

Yours faithfully. 

ROGER LENG. 

University of Warwick, 

School of Law, 

Coventry CV4 7AL 
March 24. 

From Mr Ian S. O. Williams 

Sir, I suggest that Chief Constable 
Pollard (letter, March 24) has missed a 
fundamental factor. Surety it is die 
responsibility of the police to investi¬ 
gate criminal behaviour. When the po¬ 
lice are satisfied that they have caught 
the perpetrators and have sufficient 
evidence to prove it beyond reasonable 
doubt then, and not until then, they 
will bring charges against those they 
believe to be guilty. 

After charges are brought the per¬ 
sons charged are entitled to seek legal 
advice. It then becomes the responsib¬ 
ility of the defence lawyers to test the 
prosecution case. It is not, and never 


Beds for acutely ill 

From MrD. L Crosby 

Sir, Dr Andrew Lawson very sensibly 
points out (letter, March 21) that more 
flexible arrangements are possible in 
the management of acute hospital 
beds, and that desperately ill and 
deteriorating patients need not be 
helicoptered long distances. 

Existing hospital beds are not being 
used efficiently. Many intensive-care 
beds are blocked by patients who 
should be in high-dependency units. 
Such units have not been developed in 
more than 50 per cent of NHS hos¬ 
pitals. Moreover, many possible im¬ 
provements in bed management, such 
as early consultant involvement with 
emergency admissions, same-day ad¬ 
mission for surgery and early resolu¬ 
tion of social problems delaying hos¬ 
pital discharge, have not been imple¬ 
mented. 

It makes no sense to keep hospital 
beds empty in anticipation of un¬ 
certain numbers of emergencies with 
variable needs. Clearly whai is re¬ 
quired is a more imaginative and flex¬ 
ible approach to the use of existing 
hospital beds, so that they are more 
readily available when needed. 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID CROSBY 
(Honorary consultant surgeon and 
Chairman, Cardiff 
Community Healthcare). 

Trenewydd, 

Fairwater Road. IJandaff. Cardiff. 
March 21. 

From Dr R. K. Knight and others 

Sir. On the day that a patient was 
flown from Sid cup to a neurosurgical 
unit in Leeds (report. March 10) 
another patient in Maidstone had to 
be sent to the neurosurgical unit in 
Southampton. It may not be widely 
known that almost every day it is 


Old acquaintance 

From Squadron Leader John 
Horsfall. RAF ( retd) 

Sir. On reading Group Captain Peter 
Bird’s letter (March 20) on the plight 
of war widows I realised that he was 
the father of my girl-friend during 
much of my Cranwell cadetship. 

Armed with his address and a local 
telephone directory there was no dif¬ 
ficulty in re-establishing contact after 
a gap of some 37 years. 

I am left wondering if your letters 
page has triggered similar renais¬ 
sances of acquaintanceship, perhaps 
after an even longer interval 

Yours sincerely, 

JOHN A HORSFALL, 

8 SunnyhiU, Collingboume Ducis, 
Marlborough, Wiltshire. 


Halifax merger 

From Mr Ian Chard 

Sir. What would Polonius have advis¬ 
ed Laertes in the wake of a merger of 
building societies resulting, according 
to your report of March 29. in die pay¬ 
ment of snares to the value of £500 to 
both borrowers and lenders? 

Yours faithfully, 

IAN CHARD, 

Liveras House. 

Broadford. Isle of Skye. 

March 29. 


has been, the responsibility of defence 
lawyers to prove truLh. 

If the rules on the manner in which 
criminal behaviour is id be rested in 
court need amendment, that surely is 
a matter for Parliament, not the Law 
Society. 

Yours faithfully. 

LAN S. O. WILLIAMS. 

Holcome, Langley. 

Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire. 
March 24. 

From Mr Anthony Edwards 

Sir. Chief Constable Pollard and oth¬ 
ers should not complain. The role of 
defence lawyer is precisely recognised 
by Parliament in codes' of practice 
coming into force on April 10: 

The Solicitor's only role in the Police Station 
is to protect and advance the legal rights of 
his dieni- On occasions this may require the 
Solid lor to give advice which has the effect 
of his diem avoiding giving evidence whkh 
strengthens a prosecution case (Code C. 
note 6D;. 

This is not always easy or pleasant 
for the solicitor. It is. however, inev¬ 
itable in an adversarial system. It is 
also essential in a free society. 

Yours faithfully. 

ANTHONY EDWARDS 
(President). 

The London Criminal Courts 
Solicitors' Association. 

Park House. 29 Mile End Road. El. 
March 27. 

From Mr Steve Billington 

Sir, I am amazed by the response to 
Roger Ede's article, “Why shouldn't a 
client stay silent?” (March 21). on the 
Law Society’s approach to the right to 
silence. Men cap has been advising 
people with learning disabflities about 
the right to silence for many years, and 
we are gravely concerned about the 
potential implications that the new 
restrictions have for the vulnerable 
people we represent. 

Many of the proven cases of mis¬ 
carriages of justice have been shown to 
involve vulnerable people who ad¬ 
mitted to a crime out of fear, mis¬ 
understood die gravity of the situation. 


necessary to search for a vacant gen¬ 
eral intensive-care bed in London. It is 
not uncommon to have to make over 
20 telephone calls before one is found. 

Acute admissions to GuyS have 
already increased by 20 per cent over 
the last six months. The effect of the 
recent closure of the accident and 
emergency department at St Bartholo¬ 
mew’s Hospital is being watched 
closely: it is causing a further increase 
in our work. 

Yet the Lambeth. Southwark and 
Lewisham Health Commission re¬ 
cently recommended the eventual clo¬ 
sure of the accident and emergency 
department at Guy's, with the transfer 
of acute services, and most specialist 
services, to St Thomas’ Hospital, itself 
already over-stretched. 

Southeast London is about to lose 
the Brook Hospital and Greenwich 
District Hospital and there are likely 
to be changes at Bromley Hospital. 
These will have far-reaching effects for 
the people who live south of the 
Thames and for those who commute. 

Acutely ill patients will have to 
travel greater distances, often in heavy 
traffic elderly patients will be scat¬ 
tered to distant hospitals far from their 
local community, making organ¬ 
isation of subsequent community care 
almost impossible. 

We believe that although our health 
commission recommended postpon¬ 
ing the closure of our A & E depart¬ 
ment, there are serious dangers ahead 
for the people of South London if it 
does ever dose. 

Yours faithfully. 

ROBERT KNIGHT, 

MICHAEL GLEESON. 

RICHARD HUGHES, 

R. R. LEWIS. 

DAVID WATSON. 

(Consultants), 

Guy’s Hospital, 

St Thomas Street, SEI. 

March 21. 


Pensions anomaly 

From Mr A. D. Prance 

Sir, MPs will shortly vote on an am¬ 
endment in the Pensions Bill that calls 
for British war veterans retired in 
Australia to have a state pension 
equal to that of their peers living in 
Europe and America or any of 20 oth¬ 
er countries. 

Some of these old veterans receive 
only £10 per week and have to finance 
their own medical needs. The Govern¬ 
ment pleads cost, in spite of lifetime 
contributions by them in tax and Nat¬ 
ional Insurance. 

So much for the nation’s debt of 
gratitude that Her Majesty the Queen 
spoke of when she addressed the na¬ 
tion from the Normandy beach-heads 
on the 50th anniversary of D-Day. 
Winston Churchill's early day motion 
calling for an end to this discrimina¬ 
tion has been tabled three times in the 
past 28 months, and has been sup¬ 
ported by 340 MPs. Whether on the 
day they vote with their convictions or 
with their Whip remains to be seen. 

Yours etc, 

A. D. PRANCE. 

Field End, 

Tye Common Road. BiUericay. Essex. 
March 24. 


Letters should cany a daytime 
telephone number. Tfeay may be 
faxed to 0171-782 5046. 


or simply did nor understand the 
questions they were being asked. 

The Police and Criminal Evidence 
Act IPS4 introduced die "appropriate 
adult” scheme, which entitles all 
"mentally disordered” suspects to the 
assistance of an adult (typically a soc¬ 
ial worker, probation officer or relat¬ 
ive). who will support them during 
police questioning. 

Our recent research. “Out of Jepih 
and out of sight”, showed that one in 
five suspects is likely io be menially 
vulnerable, but that only one in 500 
sees an appropriate adult. There can 
be few stronger arguments for pres¬ 
erving what*is left of the right to 
silence. 

Yours faithfullv. 

STEVE BILLINGTON 
(Director of Campaigns). 

Mencap. 

123 Golden Lane. EC1. 

March 24. 

From the President of rhe Law Soden' 

Sir, The Law Society’s understanding 
of the solicitor's duty to the suspect in 
the police station is confirmed by rhe 
new Home Office code of practi;.. The 
society’s guidelines do not “construct 
an excuse” for a suspect’s silence, as 
Mr Pollard pur it. The court will still 
be able to draw an adverse inference 
from that silence. 

This is a complex new law: the 
guidelines aim to ensure that the 
suspect is advised in his or her best 
interests. In many cases it will be in 
the suspect's best interests to co¬ 
operate in answering police questions. 

Advising suspects in police stations 
is an important part of the checks and 
balances in the criminal justice sys¬ 
tem. The defence solicitor's role may 
be different from that of the police (as 
both the Government and the Royal 
Commission on Criminal Justice ap¬ 
pear to have recognised) but that does 
not make it any less valuable. 

Yours faithfully, 

CHARLES ELLY. 

President, 

The Law Society. 

113 Chancery Lane, WC2. 


‘Mendi* memorial 

From Dr Dona/ Lowry 

Sir, It is indeed disgraceful that the 
sacrifice of 607 black South Africans 
who went down with the troopship SS 
Mendi in 1917 should have had to wait 
for over 70 years and the occasion of a 
royal visit for the erection in then- 
native country of a monument to their 
bravery (“Queen honours black war 
dead”. March 24). 

Your correspondent claims that 
“the dead have not previously been 
honoured in their own country". Gen¬ 
eral Louis Botha, then prime minister 
of the Union of South Africa, was so 
deeply moved by accounts of the vic¬ 
tims’ valour that he led a minute's 
silence In foe Union parliament, foe 
only occasion, as far as I know, on 
which white South African MPS stood 
in solemn tribute to the courage of 
their black compatriots. 

Yours faithfully, 

DONAL LOWRY, 

160 Manor Road, 

Cogges, Witney. Oxfordshire. 

March 24. 

From Mr Bruce Knoefel 

Sir, The South African High Commis¬ 
sion. formerly an embassy, has a tra¬ 
dition of honouring the dead of the 
Mendi each year. Ln my tour of duty 
here we have officiated at the Com¬ 
monwealth War Graves Commis¬ 
sion's cemetery at Hollybrook, South¬ 
ampton. where they are recorded, on 
each Remembrance Sunday, even in 
the years of South Africa's absence 
from the Cenotaph in Whitehall. The 
South Africa Navy also holds an 
annual commemoration in Atteridge- 
ville, near Pretoria. 

The Mendi roll at Hollybrook is not 
exclusively “black”; tije “whites" of the 
battalion are listed integrally with 
their “black" comrades. 

Sincerely. 

BRUCE KNOEFEL 
(Counsellor). 

South African High Commission. 
Trafalgar Square. WC2. 

March 27. 


Words perfect 

From Mr Michael R. Stannard 

Sir, My candidate for the parliament¬ 
ary draftsmanship award (letters, 
March 20. 24, 28) is section 832 (1) of 
the Income and Corporation Taxes 
Act 1988: “’interesr means both an¬ 
nual or yearly interest and interest 
other than annual or yearly interest.” 

1 have the honour to remain. 

Sir. your obedient servant. 
MICHAEL STANNARD. 

PO Box 293, Jersey JE4 9TY. Cl. 


Matter of taste 

From Mrs Gentian Walls 

Sir. How I agree with Libby Purves's 
pertinent views on “Mad Faddist Dis¬ 
ease” (March 24). Has she ever notic¬ 
ed that however hard one works to 
give vegetarian friends a suitable 
meal, they rarely extend the same 
courtesy in return by giving us a de¬ 
cent piece of meat to get our teeth into? 

Yours faithfully. 

GENTIAN WALLS, 

Merricks. Upper Easeboume. 
Midhurst, West Sussex. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
March 3k The Princess Royal Pa¬ 
tron, SENSE - the National 
DeaftHind and Rubella Association, 
this afternoon attended a Luncheon 
and die Fortieth Anniversary Con¬ 
ference at Qnirch House Conference 
Centre. Dean's Yard. Westminster. 
London SWi. 

Mrs Malcolm limes was in 
attendance. 

Her Royai Highness. Past Master, 
tiie Worshiplul Company of FamOT. 
later attended the International In¬ 
stitute of Farriery Hanning Com¬ 
mittee Meeting at Guildhall. London 

EC2. 

The Princess Royal Cotond-in- 
Chief, Royal Corps of Signals, sub¬ 
sequently received Lieutenant 
General Samuel Cowan upon 
relinquishing his appointment as 
Colonel. Quest's Gurkha Signals, 
and Brigadier Mervyn Lee upon 
assuming the appointment. 

Her Royal Highness. Master, the 
Worshipful Company of Woofrnen. 
this evening attended the Lord May¬ 
or's Banquet for Masters of livery 
Companies at Mansion House. 
London EC2. and was received by the 
Rt Hon the Lord Mayor (Alderman 
Christopher Walfbrd). 

Mrs David Bcrwes-Lyon was in 
attendance. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
March 30: Queen Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother this morning visited 
The Kings Troop. Royal Horse 
Artillery, at St John's Wood Barracks. 


and subsequently honoured the 
Commanding Officer [Major David 
Holmes) with her presence at 
luncheon. 

Dame Frames Campbeil-Pnston 
and Major Colin Burgess were in 
attendance. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
March 3k The Prince of Wales. 
Patron. Marylebone Centre Trusu 
this morning received Professor Pal 
rick Ptetroni (Chairman). 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
March 30: The Princess Margaret 
Countess of Snowdon, today opened 
Charityfair 95 at the Business Design 
Centre. Islington. London. NL 

lady Aitd was in attendance. 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
March 30: The Duke of Gloucester. 
Grand Prior, the Order of St John, 
this afternoon visited the Head¬ 
quarters of St John Ambulance at 1 
Grasvenor Crescent. London SWI. 
YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES'S PALACE 
March 30: The Duchess of Kent. 
Patron. UNICEF, this evening pre¬ 
sented the Champion Children 
Awards, the London Television 
Centre. South Bank. London ECI. 

Mrs Julian Tomkins was in 
attendance. 

THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
March 30: Priruess Alexandra was 
represented bv Major Sir Peter 
Clarke at the Memorial Service for 
die Viscount Camrose which was 
held this morning in St Margaret's 
Church. Westminster Abbey. 


The night sky in April 


Royal engagements 

The Queen, accompanied by the 
Duke of Edinburgh, will reopen 
Waddesdon Manor. Aylesbury, at 
1130. 

The Princess Royai, as Master of 
the Woo (men's Company, will 
attend the United Guilds service in 
St Paul's Cathedral at 11.-40: and 
will attend a luncheon at the City 
of London Gub at 1.00. 

Princess Margaret wfli pay a 
farewell visit to The Queen's Flight 
at RAF Benson at 12.45; and as 
Patron of the Scottish Ballet, will 
attend a performance of Swan 
Lake at the New Victoria Theatre. 
Woking. Surrey, at 735. 


Appointment 

Major-General P.R.F. Bonnet to be 
general secretary of the Officers’ 
Pensions Society. 


King’s School, 
Bruton 

Scholarship list 1995 
Major Scholarship: M. Shaw. 
Dorchester preparatory. Minor 
Scholarship: D. Cole. KSB Junior. 
Exhibitions: (Honl C. Davis. KSB 
Junior E. Thompson. KSB Junior D. 
Wans. Blue School wells. All 
rounder Awards: M. Dunn. TWyford; 
L. Fenton. All Hallows: M. Green. Old 
Malthouse: A. McKenzie. KSB 
Junior C. Smith, Aldro: B. Tlckner. 
KSB: R. wynn. KSB Junior Kenya 
Award. R. Clchuru. Banda. Nairobi. 
Music Scholarship: M. Shaw, 
Dorchester Preparatory. Music 
Exhibition: D. English. St Edmund's. 
H In ahead. Design Award: M. 
Martin. Mount House. Benya Sixth 
Form Award: D. were. St Andrews. 
Senior School. Turi. 

Glrfsr Sixth Form Scholarships: 
Major Scholarship: H. Brocldehurst. 
Bruton School Tor Gilts. Minor 
Scholarship: H. Abraham, Ansford 
School. Exhibitions: j. Costello. St 
Genevieve's: N. Coward. Bruton 
School for Girls: L. d'Ambrumeml. 
Queen Margaret's. York. Music 
Scholarship: a Bennett. Bruton 
School for Girts. 


Dinners 


Lord Mayor 

Hie Princess Royal, as Master of 
the Woolmen's Company, at¬ 
tended a dinner given by the Lord 
Mayor and Lady Mayoress last 
night at Mansion House in honour 
of the Masters. Prime Wardens 
and Upper Bailiff of the livery 
companies of the City of London 
and their ladies. The Lord Mayor, 
the Master of die Mercers* Com¬ 
pany and the Master of the 
Grocers' Company were the speak¬ 
ers. Members of the Court of 
Aldermen, the Sheriffs, the Chief 
Commoner, members of the Court 
of Common Council and high 
officers of the Corporation of 
London and their escorts and the 
Master and Mistress Cutler in 
HaUamshire were also presern. 
HM Metropolitan Stipendiary 
Magistrates 

The Lord Chancellor and the 
President of the FaznQy Division 
attended the Annual Dinner of 
Her Majesty's Metropolitan 
Stipendiary Magistrates held at 
the Middle Temple last night The 
Chief Metropolitan Stipendiary 
Magistrate. Mr Pfeter Badge, 
presided. 

British Red Cross 
The Speaker was the host and a 
speaker at a dinner of the British 
Red Cross hdd last night ai 
Speakers House to launch the 


corporate patrons scheme and to 
mark 125 years of humanitarian 
work in the United Kingdom and 
overseas. Sir Richard Sykes and 
Mr John F. Gray, director of public 
affairs, also spoke 
The Institution of Civil Engineers 
The annual dinner of the Institu¬ 
tion of Gvil Engineers was held 
last night at Grasvenor House. 
Professor Tony Ridley. Senior 
Vice-President, welcomed the prin¬ 
cipal guest, die Right Hon John 
Gummer, MP. who proposed the 
toast to the Institution- Mis Jo¬ 
sephine Aston replied on behalf of 
the guests. His Excellency Dalo' A- 
Kamarudin. High Commissioner. 
Malaysian High Commission, the 
Right Hon Lord Gregson, Sir 
Gifford Chetwood, Sir Denis 
Rooke and Sir Robert Telford were 
among others present. 

Gardeners" Company 
Mr NA Chalmers, Master of the 
Gardeners' Company, assisted by 
Mr D.E.F. Collin and Mr LB. 
Flanagan. Wardens, presided at a 
spring court dinner held last night 
at Grocers’ Hall after Mr M.P.K. 
Barnes, Guildhall librarian, was 
awarded die honorary freedom of 
the company. (Honoris Causa). 
Grays Inn 

Sir Thomas Bingham. Master of 
the Rolls, was guest of honour at a 
dinner last night at Grays Inn. 


By Michael J. Hendkie 

ASTRONOMY CORRESPONDENT 

MERCURY starts the month in 
the morning sky but will not be 
visible until after superior conjunc¬ 
tion on the 14th. It then begins the 
best evening apparition ofI995 and 
should become an easy naked eye 
object tow in the northwest after 
sunset during the last days of April 
and the first half of May. By the 
23rd it wfl! be in Aries and -15 
magnitude, fading to -0.7 mag by 
the 30th when ft will be a few 
degrees north of the waxing cres¬ 
cent Moon and setting an hour and 
a half after the Sun. In early May ft 
will set two hours after sunset 
passing to (he south of the Pleiades 
on May 2 and Teaching greatest 
w i n, ii elongation (22 deg) on May 
12 some 10 (degr ee s to the north of 
Aldebaran. By ihen it will have 
faded to +0.5 magnitude as it 
moves towards inferior conjunc¬ 
tion on June 5. 

Venus is a morning object, a 
brilliant -3.9 magnitude, but low in 
the east at dawn, rising only an 
hour before the Sun through info 
August, it passes dose to Saturn 
on tbe 13th. The waning orescent 
Moon will be to the north on the 
27th. 

Mars facies to *05 magnitude by 
the 30th as its distance from the 
Earth increases. After retrograd¬ 
ing through Leo and into Cancer 
during April its motion is direct or 
eastwards again through Leo. The 
Gibbous Moon is to the south on 
the 10 th. 

Jupiter is -Z3 magnitude, in 
Ophiuchus and only just offiihe 
April chart. It is stationary on the 
1st and then retrogrades or moves 
westwards against the stars. The 
waning Moon will be to the north 
on the 18th. 

Saturn is in Aquarius and is not 

readily observable bring in bright 
morning twilight throughout 
ApriL Uranus is in Capricomus. 
magnitude 5.7. rising soon after 
Olh late in the month. Moon 
nearby cm the 21st/22nd. Neptune 
is in Sagittarius and 8th mag¬ 
nitude: it rises with Uranus. 

The Moon: first quarter. Sd 06h: 



The diagram shows the brighter stars that win be above the horizon in the 
latitude of London at 23h (11 prill at the beginning. 22h (10 pm) In ihe middle, 
and 21 h 19 pro) as the end of the month, local mean time. Ai plans a w ay from 


_.__ the place _ ___ 

horizon the observer Is racing {shown by ihe words around the circle) Is at die 
bottom, tbe zenith being at me centre. Greenwich Mean Tune, known to 
astronomers as UntvenarTlmc and expressed In 24-hour notation. Is used in 
the accompany! ng notes unless otherwise stated. 


full Moon. 15d I2h: last quarter. 
22d 03h; new Moon. 29d ISh. 

Eclipses: the partial eclipse of 
the Moon on the 15th will be visible 
from the Pacific Ocean area but 
not from Europe. There wOJ be an 
annular eclipse of the Sun on the 
29th visible from Central and 
South America but not from 
Europe. 

The Moon will pass dose to the 
bright star Spica in Virgo on the 
15th. 

Sunset on the 1 st is at 18h 35m 
and on the 30th at 19h 25m while 
sunrise is at 05h 35m and 04h 30m 
on the same dates. 

Astronomical Twilight ends ai 
20h 30m and 21h 55m early and 
late m the month and begins again 
at 03h -fOm and 02h 00m. 

The Lyrids meteor showier 
reaches maximum activity on the 


evening of the 22nd with meteors 
appearing to come from between 
Lyra and Hercules. Before the last 
quarter Moon rises after midnight 
10 meteors per hour may be seen: 
stronger showers occur ai irregu¬ 
lar intervals, tbe last in 1932. 

From mid-northern iamudes 
Mercury can seldom be seen in a 
really dark sky except very near 
the horizon, unlike Venus and the 
other planets. The apparitions of 
Mercury are not all equally 
favourable. 

When Mercury is visible in the 
evening sky it is east of the Sun and 
in the area the Sun will move into 
in a few weeks time. So in the fate 
winter and spring when the Sun is 
moving north. Mercury will be 
north of ihe Sun. 

Thus an evening apparition at 
this time of the' year can be 


favourable, bur how- favourable 
depends on the other factors too. 
Mercury's orbit is much more 
elliptical than that of Venus and its 
apparent distance |br“eIongarion') 
from ihe Sun is more affected by 
where ii is in its orbit in relation io 
tbe position of the Earth. Mer¬ 
cury’s orbit is also more steeply 
inclined to that of ihe Earth than is 
that of Venus, adding another 
variable. 

Morning apparitions occur with 
Mercury west of the Sun. so that 
the pinna occupies the part of the 
sky where the Sun was a few weeks 
earlier. In iaie autumn and early 
winter die Sun is moving south 
and so Mercury will be lagging 
behind it or be farther north than 
the Sun. 

There are generally six appa¬ 
ritions of Mercury each year, three 
in the morning and three in the 
evening. Tbe best are likely to be 
the one between February and 
April in the evening and die one 
between September and Novem¬ 
ber in the morning. 

In mid-summer the aD-nighi 
twilight makes visibility difficult so 
that from mid-May to mid-August 
the sky is very bright. Mid-winter 
can be favourable if Mercury's 
orbit carries ft north of the Sun. 

Venus varies in apparent size by 
about six times as its distance from 
the Earth and phase changes yet 
varies in apparent brightness by 
less than a magnitude, from about 
-3.8 to -1.7. Mercury varies in 
apparent size by only about three 
times bui can be as bright as-1.5 or 
as faint as *3 magnitude. Mercury 
is much brighter when it is farthest 
from us neqr superior conjunction, 
but showing us an almost fuD face, 
than when it is near inferior 
conjunction and showing only a 
thin crescent phase. The mount¬ 
ainous and cratered surface of 
Mercury compared with Venus’s 
highly reflective doud cover ac¬ 
counts for much of this difference. 
The Moon, which has a surface 
similar to Mercury's and no at¬ 
mosphere. is also much fainter in 
the crescent phases than near full 
phase. The best morning appa¬ 
rition of Mercury this year will be 

in October. 


Birthdays today 

The Marques of ADesbury. 69; 
Professor Patrick Bateson. Provost 
King's College. Cambridge. 57: Mr 
Richard Chamberlain, actor, 60; 
Mr Robbie Coltrane. actor. 45; Mr 
Alan Duncan. MP. 3S; Mr Don 
Foster. MP. 48; Mr John Fowies. 
writer, 69; Viscount Furness. 66; 
Mr John Kemp-Weteh. chairman. 
Stock Exchange. 59: Mr Paul 
Lever, diplomat, 51: Sir Pat Lowry, 
former chairman. Acas. 75; the Rev 
Sir Derek Pattinson. former sec¬ 
retary-general. General Synod of 
the Church of England. 65; the 
Right Rev John Roberts, former 
Abbot of Downside. 76: Mrs 
Daphne Robertson. Sheriff of 
Glasgow and Strathkdvin. 58; the 
Eari of Rosslyn, 37; Professor 
Dame Sheila Sherlock, gastro- 
enterokjgist.77; Sir Derek Spencer. 
QG MP. 59; Sir David Steel MP. 
SI; Lord Trcfgame, 54; Professor 
Sir Frederick Warner, chemical 
engineer. 85; Mr Sidney Weighell, 
trade unionist. 73; Mr Nicholas 
Wrmerton. MP. 57. 


The Rose Ball 

The Rose Bail in aid of Alexandra 
Rose Day. will beheld on Wednes¬ 
day. April 5. at The Park Lane 
Hotel. Piccadilly. Reception 
730pm. Tickets £65.00 available 
from Alexandra Rose Day. 1 
Casteinau. London, SW13 9RP. 
Tel: 0181-748 4824, fax: 0181 748 
3188. 


Latest wills 

Mr Albert Fakonar Fry. of 
Charlton Kings. Gloucestershire, 
left estate valued at f7.2Z4.000 net 
He left £500.000 for such char¬ 
itable purposes in the UK as his 
executors shall decide. 


Memorial service 


Viscount Camrose 
Princess Alexandra was represented 
by Major Sir Peter Clarke at a 
memorial service for Viscount 
Camrose held yesterday at St Mar¬ 
garet's Church. Westminster Abbey. 

Canon Donald Gray. Chaplain io 
the Speaker, officiated and Canon 
John Dales. Rector of St Bride s, Fleet 
Street. led the prayers. Mr Maldwin 
Drummond. Commodore of the 
Royal Yacht Squadron, and Lord 
HaitweiL brother, read the lessons. 

The Lord Chancellor was repre¬ 
sented by Mr Mark Ormerod and the 
Speaker by Mr Michael Morris. 
Chairman of Wavs and Means. Sir 
Edward Heath. MP. KC. attended. 
Among others present were. 
Viscountess Camrose (widow;, the Aga 
Khan and Prince Amyn Aga Khan (step¬ 
sons). the Hon Mrs Julian Beny and 
Lydia Duchess of Bedford (sistert-ln- 
law]- the Hon Adrian and Mrs Berry, (tie 
Hon Nicholas Berry. -Mr and Mrs Nigel 
McNair Scon. Lord and Lady Cberwooe. 
the Hon Christopher and Mrs Ctiei- 
wode. Mr and Mis wnilam Macauley. 
Mr Mark Macauley. Mr and Mrs Rupert 
Maamlev. the Hon Eleanor Berry. Mrs 
C i M Wiliams, Mr and Mis Jeremy 
Wagg. Lady Juliet Townsend, die Hon 
Mrs Muon Cullen. Mr and Mrs 
Laurence Kelly, the Hon Aiastalr and 
Mr Hoyer Millar. Mr and Mrs Jeremy 
Oakley. Mr and Mrs Oliver Williams. Mr 
and Mis Tom williams. Miss Tara 
Dudley-SmKh. Mr Michael Chawode. 
Mr Charies Cherwode Mr James 
etietwode. Mr wuilam Cherwode. Mr 
Christian Hoyer Minor. Miss Martha 
Hover Millar. Mrs Dominic Sasse. Miss 
LytflaSasse. Mr and Mr Serget RevtaJdn. 
Miss Margaret ibwnsend. Lady Frauds 
Russell the Hon William and Mrs 
Grasvenor. the Hon Lady Berry, 
Viscount Kemsley. the Hon Mrs van 
Raalte. Mr Mark Smyly. Mr Seymour 
ThlsTlethwayte. Mr Robin Thistle- 

TIu^Marquess and Marchioness or 
Douxp. the Cou mess o f Avon, the Earl of 
Drogheda, ihe Earl and Countess of 
Dudley, the Countess of tveaeti. the Eari 
and Countess of Usbirme. the Eari of 
Longford, the Eari of Malmesbury. 
Couruess PeeL the Eari and Counless or 
Perth. Lord and Lady Rudolf Russell, 
viscountess Boyd of Merton. Lady 
Rupert NevtH, Lord Ashburton. KG, 
Lord Burnham. Lord Carrington. KG, 
CH. Lord Deeds, Lord HindJip, lord 
and Laffjf Howard de Walden. lord and 


io nrntlL caoy /uaanara MCI- virx fptpt-i ram vir« 

r, Lady Margarei Colville, Lady O ciapfeam. Miss Sarah Clemente. Mr 
a Fodte. Lam- Daphne smdgtL and Mrs Algy Clough. Major Philip 
i Jane wallop.'ihe Hon Hugh Astor. CoMile. Mr John Cohln. Mr and Mrs R 


Thomprcroti. the Hon Robert and Mrs 
Boscaw'en. Mr Paul Channon. MP. Mrs 
David HowelL Ladv Alexandra Met¬ 
calfe. 

Tana _ _ __ 

Lady Jane wallop, the Hon Hugh i 
CH. the Hon Mrs Hod^on. the Hon 
Mis lascelles. Air Commodore the Hon 
Sir Peter vanneefc. Major and ihe Hon 
Mrs N H vaiiers, the Hon Lad* de 
Zuiurra Sir Tobias Clarke. Sir John 
CotterelL Lady sitweU. Sir Robert and 
Lady Crich:on-Brown- Sir Edward 
Pickering (vice-chairman. Times News¬ 
papers also representing Mr Rupert 
Murdoch). Sir David Crouch. Sir 
Timothy and Ladv Daunt. Sir Matthew 
Farter. Dame Maura tympany. Vice- 
Admiral Sir George vail I res. Major 
David and Ladv wQla Chetwcde. 
Lieutenant-Commander and the Kor. 
Mis G G Marten. Mr and the Hon Mrs 
RusselL Princess George GahrzLne. 
Prince Manta! Kapoor, ine Sirdar Aly 
Aziz. Baron ae Spore. 

Mr Conrad Black (chairman. The 
Telegraph) wtth Sir Flank Rogers 
(deputy chairman also rrpresennngihe 
vice-chairman and chief executive;. Mr 
Max Hastings lediror-in-chiefi. Mr 
Stephen Grabiner (managing dlreaori. 
Mr Anihony Renton] (secretary), and Mr 
Joe Cooke wce-chairman) and Mrs 
Cooke, the Hon Emma Soames (editor. 


Bremen. Mrs G Brown. Miss Meriel 
Brown. Mr and Mis D b action d. Mr 
Anthonv Cazalet. Mrs Peter Cazalet. Mrs 
O ctapnam. Miss Sarah elements. Mr 

and ,... 

CoMUe. 

E J Compton. Mr J Costa Torres. Mr 
xzvier Costa. Mr J costa. Mr John 
ConerelL Mr Tom CotterelL Mr p R 
CoueraQ. Mis L G Dole. Mis Maldwin 
Drummond. MrC Edgar. Dr J H Evans. 
Mr George Evans. Mrs Basil de Fernmu. 
Mrs E J Fuller. Miss Beth Hale. Mrs 
Henry Heinz. IL Mr D Holmes, Mr 
Grenite Howard. Mr Tony Hughes. Mr J 
Ives. Mr and Mrs w Ives, Mis A Jenks. 


present_ _. 

Marsh (also representing the News¬ 
paper Press Fund). Air Vice-Marshal a 
B elli (King Edward vm Hospital for 
Officers). Captain M P wyndham and 
Mr David D Ward fwhltesi. Mr Brian a 
S tewart (Sail Training Association), and 
representatives from the Maritime 
Trust. 

Mr David Alexander. Mis E Bennett. Mr 
Edward Berry. Mr Peter Bland. Miss 
Darina Biewin, Mr John Bowes Ison. 
Mrs David Bcwes-Lyon. Dr Sal us bury 


Mr Aiv Likharii. Mrs R T Macauley. 
John McEntee. Professor and Mrs 
Chtismpber Ml les. Major J M Mills. Mrs 
Dru Montagu. Mr A A D Montague 
Browne. Mr Habib Noorall Motanl, 
Miss Maleic Valirnohamed MotanL Mr 
Mahamood Noorall MounL Miss 
Zarina vaUmoharaed MotanL Mr 
Sharasuddin valirnohamed Motanl. 
Mr Ssdniddln valirnohamed Motanl. 
Miss Zebunnisha Valirnohamed 
Mount. Mr Nizarali valirnohamed 
Motanl. Mr Noorall vailmohamed 
Motanl. mis RodericMoreOTerraJLMr 
D M Murray, Major and Mis Murray L 
O'Brien. Mrs JA Orchard. MrJC* 
PanrvtduL Mr N V S ParavidnL Mrs 
Vincent PararidnL Mr R Phillips. Mr 
and Mrs D Poster. Mrs w Porter. Mr and 
Mrs John Profumo. Mr C H Rawlings. 
Mrs John Raymond. Mr F Sxrsfiifld 
HalL Mr and Mrs John Sheffield, Mr 
and Mrs j Small. Mrs Val Smith. Mr 
John smoJcer. Mr and Mrs Thomas 
Sopwlth. Mrs Eileen Spicer. Mr B 
Spicer. MrHartxnxme Stephen. Mr J w 
M Thompson. Mrs L Tczer. Major 
Tlraodry-TofnelL Mr Roble Onte£fceTMr 
DWenham.MrRKWes m i a coa . MrEA 
Wood. Mrs sally woniilngton. Mrs Joan 
WrennalL 


OC Lord L_ „ 

QG Lord St John of Fawsiey, lord 
salnsbury of Preston Candcver. KG. 
and Lady Salisbury. Lord sherildd. , 
Lady Soames. Lady swaymiing. Lady 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS: Ren* Descartes, philos¬ 
opher. La Haye. France. 1596: John 
Harrison, borologist and inventor of 
the marine chronometer. Foulby. 
near Rmlefraa. 1693: Franz Joseph 
Haydn, composer. Rohrau. Austria. 
1732: Nicolai Gogol novelist and 
dramatist Poltava, 1909; Edward 
Fitzgerald, translator of Rubaiyat of 
Omar Khayyam. Bredfidd. Suffolk. 
1809; Robert Bunsen, chemist. Got¬ 
tingen. Germany. 1811; John La 
Farge, mural painter. New York. 
1835; Rodney (Gypsy) Smith, evan¬ 
gelist near Epping ForesL I960; Jack 


Johnson, boxing champion. Gal¬ 
veston, Texas. 1878. 

DEATHS: John Donne, poet. Dean 
of St Paul's 1621-31. London. 1631; 
John Constable, painter. London. 
1837: Charlotte Bronte, writer. Haw¬ 
orth. Yorkshire, 1355: Lady Charlotte 
Bury, novelist. London. 1861: John 
Pierpoot Morgan, financier. Rome. 
1913: Emfl von Behring, bacteriolo¬ 
gist. Nobel laureate 1901. Marburg. 
Germany. 1917; Medardo Rosso, 
sculptor, Milan. 1928: Jesse Owens, 
athlete. Tucson. Arizona. 1980. 
Napoleon abdicated. 1814. 
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Forthcoming 
marriages 


Mr N J. Bennett 
and Miss R.E. Whitdaw 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas, eldest son of Mr 
Ptier Bennett and the face Mf* 
Antonia Bennett, of Kennington. 
London, and Ruth, ddest daughter 

of Mr and Mrs Andrew Wfrittfaw, 

of Barnham Broom. Norfofa- 
Captain R.C.M. Brown 
and Miss DJRD. Moore 
The engagement is announced 
between Captain Richard Brown, 
Royal Dragoon Guards, son <rf Mr 
Christopher Brown, of Chipping 
Norton, Oxfordshire, and Mis 
Anne Brown, of Brixwmh, North¬ 
amptonshire, and Diana, daugh¬ 
ter of Colonel and Mrs lan Moore, 
of East Sheen. London. SW14. 

Mr M.UVL De Laea 
and Miss W.M. Siggers 
The engagement is announced 
between Marcus, son of Mr Leon¬ 
ard De Luca, of Ealing. London, 
and of Mrs Rosalind De Luca, of 
Femdown. Dorset, and Wfendreda. 
dau ghter of the late Dr David 
Siggers and of Dr Diana.Siggers, 

ol Bratton. Wiltshire. 

MrRJ. Fuller 
and Miss C.W. Johnson 
The engagement is announced 
between Richard John, only son of 
Dr and Mrs JA FkUer. of 
Lymington. Hampshire, and 
Caroline Wendy, only daughter of 
Mr and Mrs E.R. Johnson, of 
Newton Abbot Devon. 

Mr L. Gerard 
and Miss J. Rayner 
The engagement is announced 
between Lloyd, son of Mr and Mrs 
Joel Gerard, of London, and 
Joanne, daughter of Mr and Mis 
Alan Rayner. of London. 

Mr PA. Hoggins 
and Miss S.R. Noble 
The engagement is announced 
between Paul, younger son of Mr 
and Mrs AJ. Huggins, of Peter¬ 
borough. and Sasha, elder daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs E. Noble, of 
Elston. Newark. 

Mr SJ. King 
and Miss P.S. Marshall 
The engagement is announced 
between Stephen, second son of 
Mr and Mrs John King, of 
Longlevens. Gloucesters hir e, and 
Feta, eider daughter of Captain 
and Mrs John Marshall of 
Wilmington. East Sussex. 


Mr J.H. Leadsom 

and Miss CM. Notan 

Hie engagement is announced 

between JeremyHan^m^-^ 

of Major N.H- 

Lywood. Aniingly. and Mrs SJK. 
Robinson, of Ntffthrase Fw* 
Rodjndl, and Camrifa Mwy.dder 

daughter of the bie Mr and Mrs 

CJ. Nolan. 

Mr PA NoWe 

and Miss AJ. i^YF . 

The engagement is announced 

between Peter Stephen, younger 
son of Mr and Mrs Andrew- Noble, 
and Amanda Jane, only daughter 

of Mrs Jean Levy and die fate Mr 

Leonard Levy, all of Wimbledon, 

London. 

Mr SA. Rose 
and Miss PA Can 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon, younger sooofMr * 
and Mrs MJ*. Rose; of Chdms- 

fonL Esso; and Pippa. daughter of 
Brigadier and Mrs RM- CaiT, of 
Mottisfont. Rotnsey. Hampshire. 
Mr P.M, Rupp 
and MissJ.H. Kershaw 
Tbe e ngag ement is announced . 
between Peter Martin, son of Mr 
and Mrs Martin Rupp, of Canter¬ 
bury. Kent, and Joanne Helen, 
daughter (rf Mr and Mrs Anthony 
Kershaw, of Wokingham, 
Berkshire. 

MrD.GE.SmBh 
and Miss K.S. Oakley 
The engagement is announced 
between D’Arcy, sen of Mr and 
Mrs A.ILS. Smith, of Langport. ' 
Somerset, and Katrin Sabine, dr 
der daughter of Mrand Mrs Roger . 
Oakley, of Hampstead Garda - 
Suburb, London, 

Mr A.S. Sood 
and Miss EJLP. Hint 
The engagement is announced' 
between Arvixxfer S. Sood, of 
Kensington. London, and 
Elizabeth, only daughter of . 
lieutenant Colonel and Mrs 
RRjk Hunt, d Menton. Ranee 
and Montserrat, BWL - 
Mr R.V. Thompson 
and Miss S3L Hams 
The engagement is announced 
between Richard, eider son of Mr 
and Mrs John T ho m pson , of - 
Billingtan. Bedfordshire »nri ' 
Srnamie. elder daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Brian Harris, of limpsfiekL 
Sun^y. 


Luncheons 

Onudics Conservation Treat 
Tbe Archbishop erf Canterbury was 
p rese n t ai & luncheon yesterday 
at I Miflbank to mark the retirement 
of Mr Gordon Burrctt as Chairman 
of die Churches Conservation Trust. 
City Liaison Group 
Sir Patrick Mayhew, QC, Secretary of 
State for Northern Ir eland, was die 
guest of honours! a luncheon of the 
City Liaison Group held yesterday ar 
The Brewery. CbtsweD Street. Mr 
Francis SitweU chairman, presided. 
Canada-UK Chamber 
of Commerce 

Mr William Stinson was die guest erf 
honour and speaker at a limrehon of 
the Canada-United Kingdom Cham- 
ber of Com m erce held yesterday at 
the Savoy Hotel Mr Denis Keast. 
prestdem. was in the chair. ThpHi^i 
Commissioner far Canaria, the Agent 
General for Quebec. Viscount 
HaFdinge. Lord Marsh and Lord 
Shaugtmessy were among those 
presern. 

Consular Corps of London 
Sir Paul Condon. Conumssfooer of 
the Metropolitan Itoljae. was tbe 
guest speaker at a luncheon of die 
Consular Corps of London hdd 
yesterday at tix Britannia HoteL Mr 
WiD S. Wilder, president was in the 
chair. 


Service dinners 

Surface Hotilhi 

Commanding Officers of ships of 
die Surface Flotilla, and Staff 

flffifm lirfH ii ilimiff-ladnight m 

board HMS Fearless at Ports- 
znouih m dine out VSoe-Adnural Sir 
Michael Boyce, Flag Officer Sur¬ 
face Flotilla. Commodore John 
Uppfctt presided. 

Royal Artfllery 

The Royal Artillray spring dinner 
was held last night at die Royal 
Artifiezy Mess. Woolwich. General 
Sir Marlin Amdale presided. 

those presort were. 

— "aloncts for New. 
and the 

Hone hour. cornmMoner in London - 

andiadYJOrn. MaJtw-Genenu robn 
Dttttta. OS Amor, and Mrs Butats, 

Rfafar-General and Mis Tim SuUvan. 

Dr and Mn Davta Fossor. Mr and Mrs 

John Charles. Mrand Mis Jfam Harris 
and Mr and Ms John weaton. 

4th British Infantry Division 

RASC 

ftst serving officers (W39-4® of ftie 
4th British Infantry Division 
RASC and their ladies hdd a 
reunion dinner last night at The 
Manor House Hotel. Moreton-in- 
Marsh. Cokmd R-F. Discombe, 
Qutirman of the KASC/RCI". 
Association, presided. - 


»r 


Receptions 


S teru b ei - g Centre far Jmfariam 
Sir Sigmund Sternberg was tbe bust 
at a reception for Cardinal Lustiger. 
Archbishop erf Paris, h^l on Wednes¬ 
day at the Sternberg Goitre in 
Finchley. Bishop Charles Henderson 
was the speaker. Representatives 
from Archbishop Gregorious, the 
Chid Rabin, tite Refonn Synagogues 
of Great Britain, the Board of. 
Deputies of British Jews, the Council 


of Christians and Jews and die 
International Council of Christians' 
and Jews were present. 

FeBomtap of Postgraduate 
Medicine 

Dr M.W.N. Nkh6Ds.Presdentoffae 
Fellowship of postgraduate Mali-.' 
dne. wekomed the speakers. dde-_ 
i and auests at a reception of the 


^ G;- 
■Lai ~ 
UTAfa?.,; 


College of Physicians 
conference on Continuing 
Education in Europe. 


BMD’S: 0171 782 7272 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


know nor awn and my own 
know me: as the Father 
knows me and I know the 
Father. 


BIRTHS 


AUHEN - On 29® March 
1906. to Sony <*£• 
Lawrence) and wnuam. 


Lucy. 

BANKS - On 14th February at 
HeaBig w ood HoopitaL 
Ascot, to Jasvfr and B8L a 


cesranes - oa Match 19 th 

at The PaUand HmpdaL to 
Mantza and jasns. 
hemmd son. Adam. 
COOPCH - On March XTth. to 
Harriet Otoe ftnatiwood) and 
GOea. a dai Mto a. Lara. 
nO UW FDAY-POm - Os 
Maw* 30th. to Alteon and 


MTBfimi iiirmnmr natntiluii 
7to itec. 

DUNME - On March 28th 
1996. to Victoria (nfte Cura) 
and Jo na t han , a son. 
ChrtMopher Jnm, 

rENTOH - On Much 20th 
1996. to Oeil Cnia HanO and 
RktanL a 


HOLLIDAY - on 29th March 
at Quasi MaryV 
Rtw aa nato n . to ChartoOe 
Mricta Cafe Dacres Dtxon) 


Michael Anthony Ctartos. 

KHAJJD - On 26th March 
1996 at The Portland 
HowtoL to Sonia (Me Song) 
and MaaoocL a cute, beatthy. 
and Mea ind daughter. 

MARSH - On March 2dm 
1996, to aanh tot* 
Partrfctoe) and Qtfjn. a ten. 
Neville Ralph. « troths' for 
Edwprti and n—nor. 

HAEOFU - On 26tb March 
1996. to Smanna tola 
Hollar) and Patrick, a 
aaugntrr. Phmppa Chn. 

Muan - On March 2SBi 
at The Portland to 

Lucy tote Sotomom) and 
Rogar. a son. Dylan Mark. 
r~ ,niyi m u'-"— b ^ 


PEARCE - On 4th Umh 1996 
at mnkBy Hupu, to 
Damn and Denise tote 
AlavotneX a beaqtmd 
dangtiter. ROaca Lotdn. 

tost grandeMM to both Alan 
and JnBa. and Anthony and 


BIRTHS 


RMND - On 26Ui March 199H 
af NW rana Genm 
HosataL to Carolina tote 
Pertctas} and Rory, a «xl 
M arcus Hotel MlcbaeL 
SEYMOUR - On 20tii March, 
to Ranch and Paddy, a 


SMTH - On March Z7ih 
1990. in Northam p ton, to 

Lira (nfe Pugh) and MkhaeL 
a raedal daug h ter. Swab' 


RTUDO SUTGUFF - On 30th 
March 1998. to Jenny and 
Peter, the of a dauoMr. 

Uly “ 


DEATHS 


CUME - On March 29th 


DEATHS 


BAXra - on March 29 th 
1 996- n ra rnfa B v at home in 
auraotdh. lan G e o rge , 
Betoved boterand of Doreen, 
towing tMher or Alteon w 
Andrew and dearrot grandad 
of Tamain. Cremtotoo 
private. PondtaB. If 
deahed. to Cancer Rate 
ManUbn Fond. e/o 
Mtetrt Funeral Service. 
HWl Street Sttonotnh. 

BAZALSETIt - Ob 27ffi 
March, peacefully after a 


— _ - MeRHOM 

Service on Tuesday nth 
Arefl at 3 pm. st Mfehatfs. 
Hayden, Rye. 

HLSHERHASSCTr - On 

28th March, nbju. * 
home. WUaw of Fionete 
Sheet and Rowland 
PhrmiertiauuLl L Mother of 
John and Rosanna, fansa 
at St John the BgttL 2 
tolstri Road. Britten, at 
10 am on Tuesday 11 m 
ApriL teQowad by b a te at 


Errantries to Ant A Knot. 
(01273) 688288. 

BOURME - CM March 29th 
1996. peaceftaHy at Barrow^ 
M-Ftimesa, Joyce, widow of 
W -A- Bonne, devoted 


years. Funeral at a Maryl 
Ctnrrch. Uvregten. on 
Monday Agrtl 3rd « 
lQJOam. FterOy Oowcra 

only. Dtewtom. if derand, to 

Amnesty t na amt hmaL 


1 mil m 'd| « 


toUtedlar Archer Flrancb 
Lawrence Chva DSO m 
Bar.MC.D L.jp. KStJ. late 
Cteradler Guards. The 

nraerto asvlce wm be held at 

« Marys Church. Fay. tr. 
note aa-Wye. ao Tbaslay 
*W tel «t S na. Family 

*°. a Joto of 
jPP ^em-c/Q W.Bevan. > 6 
OM Cteocsss a Rood. Ron. 
onfwye. Hoafordshhe HR9 
7JG. Any anmn. pow m. 
rtno (01989) 062092. 

CROWMUSST - on March 

28th. paarrmity. Robert 
ax9Omvhurat.MV0.0BC. 

MRCV&. Funeral to be brat 
a* SI Maoris. Mwmntet. tm 
Ayra 81b at 12 noon. Famtty 

novrare orey « dnattara to 
BEVA Trust Hartham Pare. 
Oorahmn. WBb. SN12 OQB. 

DAVtodt - On Ma r ch 2901 
Z99to Rohm HarSo! 
rtearty loved bwtan « 
Shefte Mary and totho- of 
Ptoor. Lindsay and ran 
?”*** M bane. 
Ewndfcl to <0628) 483331. 

DtLLOW - on March 29th. 
PterafoBy at hrane wtth bar 
tontay. parn. agad 68 l wife or 
John for 43 wcndBTO) yates. 

Morn, always then ter Jane. 
Nkh. Pony and Lucy. 
Ckmzny-woaf to James. 
Sovtde. moot J wunuB 

Jnsdn and Kane and nMNha<- 

totow af Stnait. Biyooe. 
Andrew and Rod. Fondly 
owall un foflowed by 
w tetetehm of hra life at St 
Mavl Church, Quarry 
Street. OuUteftL 114G am 
thmaday 6th Area. No 
flown rimer hot doaMRi 
to St Lnhrt Cancer Agyeal 
</o Robert Ayltog F/s. £s 
South Road. OuSdfcra. 
S OU2 atY. (01483) 
07333. 

FALKin - On 29to March, at 
name. CMatophre. after a 
cocrageoo* fltfd to the end. 
Much tored taBtnd of COa 
and denrat totoor «r Jbrttn. 

Swan. IMnn and Thaniaa, 
fteto fanem to be 
fatorwed by ■ Memorial 
Service at a later dale. 
Matt to be an n ounc ed. 
Enqatrtee to jjh. Kenyon. 83 
WM teu r u e crave. W2. ht 
(0X72} 229-381Q. 


DEATHS 



Fcteal Service at St Amre’) 

Qrorth. Kew ra m ... gx 
ll-lB am on Friday 7th 
AartL teOtmrai by burial to 
cwnetery. 
Ftower* or —nnltmn to 
A litut i n aa B aaeart h c/o 
^rew Hotmes and Son, 
378 Rtrhmand Road. East 
Twlika teB iTWi 2DX. te£ 
(0181) 744-1136. 

MML Ob March 29th 1996 
Ids home to 


Pgto FfaakM inhterwh 
J2^Jf«band of lha late 
Irene arara bwovad 


Mrad. Ponm ttnoos «t Si 
Ownth. Market 

WowtaB to 
Dmaou. ffdera^tor7S 

Dtraewre or Letcess- m- 
<01 IQ 2516117. * 


-V - Or. 

Cadbray. SraklrcHy aa sail 
March 1996. Ednnma mm) 
aped SZ 'i years, he taw d 

d Loveday. Enma.Tnstnn 
and "nonrai. md son of Petty 
and . the late Ettnaid. 
Preston* of trwBtexnntkm or 
Ova Emhwrs. 9amy n ns — d 
Mr B8 US e™* 1 " «—-y 

friends and coBmaues. hr 
w hom be to an toRNrteten . 
Ftmeral fer fwirily and don 
M ends at St tew Parkti 
Ctnarh. Cornwao at 11 am 
4th AyriL 

to he 
In 

of flown to RadR 
ttr tf Englmwi tor 
Rate}. 1 
rat vi 

tOTl) 235-3116. 


DEATHS 


HAfHLAM - On 2®tb March 
1996. peaiirfU B y to boms 
after a brag Bush. Joyce. 
Tbe Lady Haatom. dearly 
beloved wttof Lord Hastam 
and the loving iiwdl i ei of 
Roger and Mad. Private 
ftmaral swloe tar Camay at 
the Parish CburcSi of sr 
Mary. Thorpe, on Theaday 
4tb April at 11 ara. Fondly 
flowers only. V desired. 

to The 



__ Coras. 

_______ RHQ. Tha Royal 

tevflon. F teidwaott h Road. 
AtaMdsiC Maate. GUI I 1PZ. 

LAUDBBMUE - On March 
29th 1996 after ■ ttfltt 
Obsess. Irene. Dowager 
Countess of Lsndardsla, to 
her 98th year. A strain Wffl 
be held at 3 pm on Friday 
April 7B» at 6> John the 
Dtvtae. West WoribtoR. 

far 

WorttdM 


DEATHS 


■ OOICY - On 28th M arc h 
1996. pranefntly tn am 

0*09tar) 
76, of 
Sevenoaks. Ktd. Widow of 
Ron and ranch loved mother 


Greatly loved by aD who 
r. she wte be sadly 


church of St Thomas of 


1046 ara Tuesday 4th Aorfl- 
FaraUy dowos only 
but It wWaad. 

the Brtnsb Hen_ 

c/o Fteb mnreefl * Sons. 
27 

Kent TN13 1AR. 


On SOIh March, 
atyn (EveX w«b of 


LAVROURME - Doroay Joan, 
passed away reacefnll y on 
March 28 Bl B e l oved wife of 
Max and greatly loved 
mother of Drwnlt and Jboa. 



Butin.. 


April at li am at St John the 
JtDa Marlow, 
followed tor 
at Amerahstn. 
Ffanfly flowers Only. 
nraisflora . If detorad. to 
Thames Vansy Hospice. 
Windsor. SLA 3RW. 

kSCE - On 290> March 199S. 
Peacehdy at »> i7 n w to 
MB Leefce aged 77. 
of Doris Lsstot. 

QuMT MKl y i rf lM ti R r . 

M u clt lowd JHyj rapKM W 
us ramiiy no >» * — «- of an 
ares. F iraarai service to a 
Motts QnstA. N nwlf m at 
2-30 pea on Monday 3nl 
April 1996. Ftehfly flowers 
ceily. p orattona to a Mmya 
Church. I s mgitnn and to (be 
PLS-P-XJ.C. 


March, alter a short utneas. 
OnosUon ttranfly and dose 
»sida) tooswed far 
Thanfatovtng Sendee to St 
Stephen's Church. 

Ob u cnia Rood. SW7. on 
Tuesday «h April to 
3JKl p ni Rowers to 
Ksvon. 49 Martoes Road. 
W8 6LA or donations bo The 
National Trust PO Be* 39. 
firandey. Kan BRi 330- 

*5?1?I5T2L I Dr - tosrnn 

ttuoson»hMarch. Mach 

? r ^ d -, A* fao rsqoest a 
Enqutales to 


- Rex 

WawfuU y a _ 

HotetaL New Tiwlnnl on 1st 
March 1996. aged 73. Daarty 
loved ftwhand or Yvonne 
■hd Moved JUba*. tethertn- 
law nd srandbBKr. 

RUt - On March 28th 1996. 
to hoqdal In New York, 
after a long ttwss bravely 
borne. Hugh aped 69. 
Dadkarea ochpotostoRr. 

reach laved hns hm d Of 
Karan, ftohar of Ame end 

teothw at aw isb Mom. 


DEATHS 


CLM.G. O.RF. CM1U UF.C. 
M e nrioo to Despaoehes. On 
March 27lh 1996 to 
Mribonme tAnstraba) loving 
husband of Jm (ate Ne td e r of 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 



destesd. to Guide Doss ter tbe 
BOnd c/o om (tame. 
Funeral Services. - 
Quarry HB Rond. 
Tonbridge. Kora TN9 2RB. 
Tetephone: (01732) 363746 
STAVELEY - Or. Dtode. 
formerly Oesrailtteit 


29th Marc h 1996 at Victoria 


yaws. Ftmsto S ervice at 8t 
WflfradS Cbrash. AltenL on 
Ttmtty Aprs4Hiar ii ran. 
NO flowers by reonesL 
Oonaaons. If dsabed. to the 
Marie Curie Cancer Can. 28 
DelBrave Sonera, swix 
8QG. 

STOBRM - On 29th March 
1996 peocefttoy to Chaster 
aged 73 peats, James Eric 
Uaa) IXF.C_ ajTjC. BSc. 
MJLC.V&. of CZrrhOrion. 
Chester. Husband at 
Wtotfrede and father of 
Andrew, CMtoeghB 1 . James 
and Penelope. Funeral to 
take piw to St Jbhks'S 
Church. amsOtoua. Chester. 
Thnraday 6th April 1996 to 
2 ran. Family flowers only - 
rtoMHonn if desired to BAF 
Bensvoienl Aasod to kra. 
Enwrtmr (01244) 390678. 
TBWV - On March 290i 
1996. peacefully « his home 
to ttsw s co d toa. Dew*. 8tr 
John Oran Tarry. LiB- 
Fteasi C enFtea to St 
whdiradV exunvh.' 

Bransconbe. on Tuesday 

April 4m to 5 pm. Flower*. 

or d ontolnrai. If desired, to 
Royal Nritonto CoOega far 
toe Band e/a Pothmrs 


_Ewnh. peeceroBy 

on 298i March aged 9*. 
tarrneily of Westfleid dose. 
UpbfO, WstosnfiiteerMtoc. 
Fraem Service 2 pm to St 
Nchotos Chnrch. Wtote 
Wednoday April 6th. 
fonowod tor r wm a sl o n . 


MURRAY - A Mom 
Srarice wg be brio 

Stewart Murray 0930- 
19969. Master 
Westminster School <1967- 
1992X to Westminster Abbey 

an Thursday 2CXn Aprs 
dpsn. AO wa i cosw e . Enter bv 
West Door. Be m place by 
6EO son. Receprion Up 
School a fterw a r d s. 


IN MEMORIAM — 
PRIVATE 


HAM-Ron 31st March 1964. 
Always In our loving 
thooten s. BrayL Dab, rvock. 


THANKSGIVING 

SERVICES 


LABORDE - The Service, of 
Tunfesptvtos Mr Chrafes 
wm tehs place to Addratay 
Church, near Banbury, on 
Friday 7m AprB to 2 pm and 
Harrow Sdioct Chapel on 
Saturday 20th May 
a .30p m . nwaihra IT 
dessred. tar me Royai Star 
and Garter Home may be 
** e/a J 6 m Hunsdris. 32 
Attest Street Banbury. 
Own. 0X16 6DG. 

MCE - A Thank ■uiiitnu and 
CaflraraBa n Service tor me 
fate of Mr Robert ace wtn ha 
held to 2 pm on Friday Apra 
21st to SouOrwai* 
Cathedral. Lo n don Bridge. 
Londo n SEl. 


AOCNOVLEDGEMENTS 


BLAKE-The executors of me, 
late Mr Peter Btehe stocereiy 


Ora ktod samSow at 


d tsitotom for tbe Briusb 
niJ - l< i i Assodtokra and 
their support and aoenttna 
to the (tento swvice. 
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Obituaries 


Tony Lock, former England and 
Surrey spin bowler, died of 
cancer in Perth. Western 
Wstralia. yesterday aged 65. He 
was bora on July 5.1929. 

v * ITH the late Jim Laker. Tony Lock 
" one of Surrey and England's "spin 
‘"•ins" who helped their county to 
SLA t-n successive championships in the 
H*ars I95I-5S and featured in some of 
inland's notable performances of the 
p^iiid. Cricket was Lock's life. At the 
a ^ L ‘ uf six he was photographed, fully 
^‘•■'■uired for the game. wearing pads 
Jnd currying a bat much too large for 
tl, «n By then the game had him 
enthralled. 

.Kieht through uie years until he died 
ll ‘ cancer, cricket remained an iraegral 
h^ri ,,f his life. Nobody pursued a 
r>us^ J( i n U r|[h more fervour or more 
"'h"U-heaned endeavour. Nobody 
c'juIM have foughr harder to overcome 
'■‘c ■•hMacle which was put in his way 
w hen his bowling action came under 
’■'“■‘Picion at a critical time in his 
carivr 

1 " his narural ability to catch, bowl 
^nil hii a cricket ball were allied an 
•nMinctive aggression and an urge to 
yvi the job done by the shortest 
P^siMc route. He was. as Len Hutton 
nnee said, a slow bowler with all the 
instincts of a fast bowler, and through¬ 
out i he whole of a career in first-class 
cricket, which began with Surrey in 
1^46 and finished in Western Australia 
,n 1971. these qualines were evident 
Bom in Limpsfield. dose to the 
northeast boundary of Surrey with 
Kent. Graham Richard Anthony Lack 
spent his early days watching and 
playing cricket on the village green. Ai 
14 he captained the Limpsfidd Church 
of England School, bowling fast and 
hitring the ball as hard as he amid — 
he once hit the first three balls of an 
innings for six. 

Wiser counsels prevailed, however, 
and by the time he had come to die 
attention of Surrey, a process in which 
the Surrey alumnus. Sir Henry 
Leveson Gower took a hand. Lode was 
a flighty slow left-arm bowler and a 
forceful right-handed batsman. He 
signed professional forms for Surrey at 
the age of 17. but it was not until 1949. 
when he returned following a spell of 
National Service, that he established 
himself in Surrey’s senior side. 

In his early days he was noted more 
for his control of length and direction 
than for the vicious spin for which he 
later became renowned. This devel¬ 
oped through his association with Jim 



TONY LOCK 


\ 


T % 


Laker on the Surrey staff, through 
practice and. especially, through bowl¬ 
ing during two successive winters in 
die nets at the Croydon indoor school. 
Yet the very means by which he 
became a bowler to be feared was also 
the cause of a kink in his action which 
was later to become the bane of his life. 

It is widely believed that a beam at 
the bowler’s end in those nets at 
Croydon caused him to forego the 
high, straight arm for which ne had 
been noted. The result was an action 
which brought suspicion as to its 
fairness, especially when he produced 
his faster ball, a delivery of fearsome 
pace, delivered off die same slew- 
bowler’s run. A week after making his 
successful debut for England against 
India at Old Trafford in 1952. Lock was 
no-balled for throwing against the 
same opponents at the Oval. 


By now arguably the most danger- 
ous attacking slow left-arm bowler in 
the world, part of the Laker-Lock axis 
which swept Surrey on their helpful 
Oval wicket to victory after victory in 
the County Championship, Lock con¬ 
tinued to bowl for Surrey and England 
under a doud of suspidon. Both at 
home and abroad umpires were on the 
lookout for him and batsmen were 
often righteously indignant about 
“Loda'e’s” faster ball. 

So much was this the case that m 
1954, during a match between Surrey 
and Essex at the Oval, die Essex 
captain, having resisted valiantly for a 
time in fading light, turned to survey 
his three stumps lying flat an the 
ground, die result of a faster delivery. 
“How was I out then, run out?" He 
inquired pointedly of die square leg 
umpire. 


RONALD McNAIR SCOTT 


Ronald McNair Scott 
soldier, biographer and 
novelist died on March 
21 aged 88. He was born 
on May29.1906. 

MUCH in the tradition of 
Siegfried Sassoon , Ronald 
McNair Scott combined lives 
as a soldier, a poet and a fox¬ 
hunting man. In his last 
decade, after fifty years of 
devoting himself almost exclu¬ 
sively to the affairs of Hamp¬ 
shire. he suddenly resumed 
his writing career with two 
acclaimed biographies of Rob¬ 
ert the Bruce and Alfred die 
Great 

Ronald Guthrie McNair 
Scott had mixed Highland 
and Lowland ancestry. His 
family settled in Malaya in the 
\9th century, and his grandfa¬ 
ther buHi Government House 
and St Andrew’s Cathedral in 
Singapore. His father, who 
was bom in Singapore, was 


chairman of Guthrie'S, a rub¬ 
ber-planting and trading com¬ 
pany. He retired to England 
and brought up his son in 
Surrey. 

McNair Scott’s first pub¬ 
lished poem appeared in Pub¬ 
lic School Verse for J923-24, 
when he was at Cheltenham 
(John Betjeman was another 
contributor). At Oxford, where 
he read English, he was 
awarded the Casberd scholar¬ 
ship at St John’s College. He 
contributed to Oxford Poetry 
for each of the three years he 
was there, appearing with 
W.H. Auden (the editor for 
1926 and 1927), Cecil Day- 
Lewis and Louis MacNiece. 

After leaving Oxford he 
worked, in the late 1920s. at 
the London Mercury with Sir 
John Squire, and from 1930 to 
1934 as a literary critic for The 
Sunday Times. At the same 
time he began writing his first 
two novels^ both published in 



1931. One. Dead Mr Nixon. 
was a thriller with a splendid 

dimax on the hunting field, co¬ 
authored with his school 
friend T. H. White: the other 
Misogyny over the Weekend. 
was a satire in the manner of 
Peacock's Nightmare Abbey. 
McNair Scott joined the 


Territorials in 1938 and served 
in the Border Regiment dur¬ 
ing the war. attaining the rank 
of major. In Belgium in 1940 
his battalion was surrounded 
near Toumai. Seizing a stray 
horse, he disappeared for 24 
hours to reconnoitre and man¬ 
aged to find a way through the 
German lines. The regiment 
subsequently retreated 
through this, in single file and 
at dead of night a piece of 
initiative for which McNair 
Scott was mentioned in 
dispatches. 

From 1941 to 1944 he served 
with the Air Support Controls 
in die Middle East and took 
part in mounting die “shadow 
operation" intended to con¬ 
vince the Germans that the 
Allies were about to invade 
Turkey. 

Throughout the war he car¬ 
ried with him a London Li¬ 
brary copy of The Principles of 
Arable Fanning and, thus 
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prepared, he settled down 
afterwards to farm near 
Basingstoke in Hampshire. 
He entered into local life as a 
bounty councillor. JP and 
chairman of the juvenile 
bench. He also hunted regu¬ 
larly and for nine years was 
joint master of the Vine and 
Craven Hunt 

It was only when he retired 
from these activities that he 
took up writing again and, in 
1982. he published a biogra¬ 
phy of Robert the Bruce from 
whom, like so many Scots¬ 
men, he claimed descent 
Written with an infectious 
gusto and a soldier’s eye for 
tactics and terrain, it is the 
most readable of modem biog¬ 
raphies of the Scottish king. 

Alfred the Great, his last 
book, published in 1993, 
shared the same qualities of 
zest and darity. A reviewer in 
The Spectator noted: “Ronald 
McNair Scott... devotes only 
one sentence of his elegant 
thoroughly researched new 
history to the story of the 
cakes. But it is an important 
sentence. Scott makes it dear 
that King Alfred did not bum 
any cakes; he merely allowed 
cakes to bum. He neglected 
cake-watching as they over¬ 
cooked not because he was 
absent-minded or irres¬ 
ponsible but because he 
wasnt. He was concentrating 
on keeping his weaponry fit to 
expel Viking invaders from his 
kingdom of Wessex." 

McNair Scott came to 
London about once a week, 
and enjoyed visiting the 
London Library and Brooks’s. 
But he was essentially a 
countryman. 

He married in 1930 Mary 
Berry, a neighbour in Surrey 
and the eldest daughter of the 
1st Viscount Camrose. She 
survives him, together with 
three daughters and two sons. 


SIR CHARLES IRVING 


But Lock went on bowling in much 
the same style and Surrey and Eng¬ 
land went on selecting him. despite his 
being no-balled during the 1954 tour of 
the West Indies. The MCC Australian 
tour of 1958-59. and a film made during 
the New Zealand leg of that tour, made 
him deride to put an aid to the 
controversy over his action. His deri¬ 
sion to iron out the fault ushered in a 
new phase of his career. 

By then Laker and Lock were as well 
established as Fortnum and Maseru 
Lock had taken the bulk of his 174 Test 
match wickets and most of the 2344 
wickets eventually garnered during his 
first-class career. He had once, in 1956. 
taken lb wickets in a match against 
Kent including an analysis of 10-54. 

Surprisingly omitted from the MCC 
tour of Australia in 1962-63. he played 
for Western Australia that season and. 
after returning to play for Surrey in 
1963, he emigrated to Perth where, first 
as player-coach, then as captain of 
Western Australia, he began perhaps 
the most rewarding phase of lus 
playing life. 

For he was also called upon to 
captain Leicestershire during the Aus¬ 
tralian waiters and in the evening of 
his career succeeded not only in 
elevating Leicestershire well above the 
Cinderella status that had dogged the 
county for so long, but in leading 
Western Australia to victory in the 
Sheffield Shield. 

It was now' that his boundless 
enthusiasm for the game was seen at 
its best Lock never knew the meaning 
of the word surrender. He was quick to 
praise the efforts of those under him 
and was almost too effusive in his 
reactions to a successful ploy in the 
field, often embracing the recipient of 
his freely distributed congratulations. 
So much so. that legend has it that 
Leicestershire’s best slip fielder once 
owned up to failing to take a straight¬ 
forward catch. “Because I couldn’t 
stand the thought of being kissed by 
Lodde at 1132 tn the morning." 

Lode was one of the great backward 
short-leg fielders, taking more titan 
800 catches off slow and fast bowling 
alike. He was also a far better batsman 
than his figures indicated. 

The victim of protracted legal action 
in Australia towards the end of his life, 
when he was cleared of child abuse 
charges. Lock bore the ordeal as 
stoically as he had served Surrey. 
England and his adopted state. 

His wife Audrey died last year. Two 
sons and an adopted daughter survive 
him. 


Sr Charles Irving. 
Conservative MPfor 
Cheltenham. (974-92. and 
former chairman of the 
House of Commons 
Ottering CommifWre. 
died yesterday aged 7L 
He was bora on May 4. 

1923. 

AS AN MP. Charles Irving 
was famous for turning the 
loss-making Commons cater¬ 
ing services into profit. Un¬ 
luckily for him. this 
achievement tended to over¬ 
shadow his other work at 
Westminster. In fact, he was a 
hard-working politician pre¬ 
pared to put his conscience 
before the party line, an active 
penal reformer, a brave and 
early crusader for the victims 
of Aids and the leading rebel 
against Margaret Thatcher’s 
ban cm union rights at tire 
Government Communica¬ 
tions Headquarters (GCHQ) 
in his own constituency. 

Irving’S first political memo¬ 
ry was of being taken by his 
mother, an actress ami former 
suffragette, to an anti-capjol 
punishment demonstration 
held to protest against a 
planned execution at Glouces¬ 
ter Prison. He was rescued 
from a police baton charge by 
the millionairess Violet van 
der Elst. then a leading figure 
in the anti-hanging move¬ 
ment, who pulled aim into her 
Rolls-Royce. Although this 
particular condemned prison¬ 
er was reprieved, the idea of 
hanging so appalled the 
young Irving that, once in the 
House of Commons, he voted 
against capital punishment on 
every occasion on which the 
issue came up. 

His life was rooted in Chel¬ 
tenham where he was bom in 
the Irving Hotel, then owned 
by his father. Hewas educated 
first at schools in Cheltenham 
and then as a boarder at 
Lucton School in Hereford¬ 
shire. His schooldays were 
uniformly unhappy and he 
was only too pleased to start 
training to take over the 
family business at the Irving 
Hotel He was due to join the 
Army when unexpectedly he 
failed to pass his medicaL His 
potential military career suf¬ 
fered another setback during a 
Home Guard exercise in the 
Leckhampton Hills when a 
slip caused him to plunge his 
bayonet into the rear of 
another volunteer who unfor¬ 
tunately happened to be a 
retired lieutenant-generaL 
His interest in politics was 
stimulated by the war but it 
was not until 1948 that he 
fought his first election — and 



(hoi ft was as an independent. 
He was elected to Cheltenham 
Borough Council in a strongly 
Labour ward and later that 
year he won a seat an 
Gloucesterhsire County Coun¬ 
cil, where he served for more 
than 30 years. He was Mayor 
of Cheltenham in 1958, 1959 
and again in 1971. 

It became obvious that he 
had exhausted the possibilities 
in local government and he 
began to think of Westmin¬ 
ster. He fought the general 
elections of 1970 and February 
1974 in seals where there was 
little realistic chance of a 
Conservative victory but the 
summer of 1974 brought his 
big chance when Sir Douglas 
Dodds-Parker. the sitting 
Member for Cheltenham, an¬ 
nounced his retirement. Ir¬ 
ving’s local reputation made 
him the obvious successor 
and. while Harold Wilson 
turned his minority into a 
majority Government in the 
election of that autumn. Chel¬ 
tenham stayed resolutely 
Tory. Irving subsequently 
beat off sustained Liberal at¬ 
tacks an lus seat and it was not 
until he left the Commons that 
it fell to a Liberal Democrat. 
He was knighted in 1990. 

Though Margaret Thatcher 
led the Conservative Party for 
almost all of Irving’s parlia¬ 
mentary career, sne would 
never have described him as 
“one of us". He was. it is true, 
a convinced Eurosceptic but 
on most other issues he lined 
up with the party “wets”. This 
was demonstrated most visi¬ 
bly over the ban on union 
membership at GCHQ. He 
began by attacking die use of 
lie detectors — hewas critical 
of their efficiency long before 
the GCHQ affair—and when 
the ban was debated he led the 
rebellion. He described the 
whole matter as an “appalling 
bungle” and claimed it 
showed “ineptitude and insen¬ 
sitivity" on the part of the 
Government With a handful 


of others he pointedly ab¬ 
stained when ft came to the 
vote. 

As a backbencher he op¬ 
posed cutting the benefits of 
homeless teenagers and plead¬ 
ed for more nmds for the 
social services, even if this 
meant higher taxes for smok¬ 
ers and drinkers. He also 
demanded free optical and 
dental examinations. Prison 
conditions and die spread of 
Aids, however, were lus main 
preoccupations. He urged the 
introduction of weekend pris¬ 
on sentences and deplored the 
sending of mentally 01 people 
to prisons instead of to special 
hospitals. He backed a pro¬ 
posed strike of probation offi¬ 
cers and attacked the.Home 
Office for retaining imprison¬ 
ment for the outdated crime of 
“sleeping rough”. His dire 
warnings of likely explosions 
in some prisons because of 
overcrowding were dramati¬ 
cally vindicated. 

Disturbed at the spread of 
Aids in prisons, he proposed 
the official issue of condoms. 
He also wanted clean syringes 
to be distributed free to help 
stop the spread of the disease. 
He was proved wrong, howev¬ 
er, in his 1989 warning of “an 
imminent holocaust" because 
of Aids, and he failed in his 
plea for a ministry dedicated 
to fighting the disease. 

As an obviously concerned 
politician he was sometimes 
irritated that he generated 
most publicity through his 
period as chairman of the 
Commons Catering Commit¬ 
tee. There was no denying, 
though, that be flourished in 
the post He introduced new or 
improved lines into the Com¬ 
mons shops—including Com¬ 
mons humbugs, which 
produced the inevitable gibes 
— and insisted on Commons 
menus being in English. In a 
comparable move he over¬ 
ruled a previous decision to 
buy German china and made 
it mandatory for only British 
china to be used in the 
restaurants. Another innova¬ 
tion was a harpist playing in 
the Harcourt Room, now the 
Churchill Room, when MPs 
entertained their guests in the 
evenings. He was also respon¬ 
sible for replacing French 
mineral waters with British — 
one of his few common causes 
with Margaret Thatcher. 

Irving, who always 
described himself as “a shy 
bachelor", never married, 
though he had a deep and 
Platonic friendship with 
Dame Janet Fbokes which 
was a feature of parliamenta¬ 
ry life for many years. 


IAN EDWARDS-JONES 


Ian Edwards-Jones, QC, 
die first banking 
ombudsman, died on 
March 3 aged 7L He was 
born in Swansea on April 
17,1923. 

IAN EDWARDS-JONES was 
a man of several parte but 
above all of passionate inde¬ 
pendence of mind. This made 
him not the easiest person to 
pioneer the notion of an om¬ 
budsman for bank customers 
but to him belonged the credit 
for turning an idea into a 
reality. He was himself a man 
of total integrity and felt, 
although he rarely expressed 
ft. nothing but disdain for 
those who advanced some line 
or view based on their own 

self-interest. 

The son of a solicitor in 
practice in Swansea, Ed- 
wards-Jones was sent to 
school at Rugby, from where 
during the war he went 
straight into the Army. He 
was commissioned in ffie 2nd 
Field Regiment, Royal Artil¬ 
lery, and served in North 
Africa and at the Aimo land¬ 
ings , where he was wounded 
in the head. He continued to 
serve in Italy and in Palestine, 
whither the regiment was 
moved in early 1945. 

On demobilisation he went 
up to Trinity College. Cam¬ 
bridge. reading law and gain¬ 
ing a BA. He then read for the 
Bar. He was called by the 



Middle Temple in 1948. He 
was a pupil of J. H. Stamp and 
was kept cm in his chambers at 
the end of his pupillage. He 
joined Lincoln's Inn ad 
eundem in 1950. 

His practice was of general 
Chanceiy work. He was a 
quick but accurate draftsman 
and an early' producer of 
pensions schemes. He took 
silk in 1967 and had a substan¬ 
tial practice as a leader. In 
1975 he was elected a Bencher 
of Lincoln’s Inn, to which he 
gave devoted service. In 1979 
he took an appointment as a 
National Insurance Commis¬ 
sioner. The job involved care¬ 
ful consideration of extremely 
complicated wording of statu¬ 
tory instruments which were 
(and are) by no means always 
consistent. 


After six years and the 
conversion to Social Security 
Commissioner, he was invited 
to set up die office of the 
banking ombudsman. This 
was the first of the “private” 
ombudsmen and the task in¬ 
volved the creation of appro¬ 
priate systems, the setting-up 
of an office, with staff who 
understood their tasks and 
with equipment to get the 
complaints dealt with proper¬ 
ly. The costs of establishing 
the system were heavier than 
die sponsoring banks had 
hoped and much effort had to 
be spent in convincing the 
council of die good sense of 
Edward-Jones’s proposals. 
After three years, with the 
scheme up and running, be 
resigned. 

Thereafter he devoted him¬ 
self to his family, to his 
fishing, and to his interest in 
tree planting, photography, 
and viticulture on the banks 
of the Wye. Edwards-Jones 
was a member of the Wye 
Salmon Fisheries River Asso¬ 
ciation and chairman from 
1980 to J993, a member of 
Welsh Water’s (later the Nat¬ 
ional Rivers Authority’s) re¬ 
gional fisheries advisory 
com mittee, and was constant¬ 
ly active in promoting the care 
and conservation of salmon 
and the Wye. 

He is survived by his wife 
Sue, whom he married in 
1950, and by their three sons. 
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NEW HYMNAL 

REVISED EDITION OF AN * 
OLD FAVOURITE 

Hymns Andent and Modem is a book that in 
the words of ihe Archbishop of Canterbury, has 
so well served the Church of England and has so 
deeply established itself in popular use and 
affection that a new edition is an important 
matter, Today a new edition is published under 
the tide of Hymns Ancient and Modem Revised. 
ft is a labour of many years, and (he proprietors 
hope that “ in this new book the Church will End 
the same endearing and enduring qualities as in 
the old, the same heartfelt ya sober tone, so much 
in keeping with English-speaking Christianity." 

The proprietors—now five m number and 
appointed under a trust deed—were ori g ina Uya 
body of Churchof England clergymen who were 
almost embarrassed by the success of their 
undertaking when Hymns An dent and Modem 
was first published in 1861. It was an attempt to 
consolidate the hymn books. Anglican and 
Others, which bad appeared in the previous 100 
years or mOR; it soon became something of a 
national institution. An appendix was added in 
1868, and a revised edition appeared in 1875. to 
which a supplement was added in 1889. A new 
edition published in 1904 efid not succeed in 
replacing the old bode, which, with a second 
supplement added in 1916. continued to be the 
most widely used hymnal of the Quitch of 


ON THIS DAY 
March 311950 


Among the new English hymn tunes admitted 
to this revised edition of Hymns Ancient and 
Modem wene not only Hubert Parrfs 
Jerusalem bur also his equally splendid 
Reptan which, only recently mas heading a 
BBC top ten hymn tunes contest. 

England. The standard edition dates from 1922. 
when h was reset and improved. 

The 1950 revised edition does away with the 
cumbrous device of two supplements and the 
hymns are arranged in one senes of636. In order 
to make room far new matter the editors were 
obliged to leave out a number of byrnns that woe 
in the old book. It was easy to remove hymns dot 
had realty never found favour, but there were not 
enough of them to make up the whole of die 
necessary reduction. Others were taken out 
which the editors feb could wdl be spared in spfte 
of their having become endeared to quite a 
number of congregations. Most of these, the 
editors considered, were bound in the aid to be 


disca r de d and by justifiable tmticiparion might be 
discarded n ow. T he proprietors have * trial to 
respea the strong power of association which 
operates m the minds of hymn singers by 
preserving, where possible, the old numbers in 

the earlier part of die book." 

In considering me problem of children^ 
hymns, the compilers woe influenced by the fact 
that special bodes were available far tittle 
children ooruainmg much that would be inappro¬ 
priate in a general hymn book and that after the 
stage of “infants "has been passed the nr dinoi y 
child generally prefers adult hymns. 

Many hymns luwe been ind uded which have 
not appeared in any previous edition but have 
fauna a place in Anglican worship in recent 
years. They inrht d e "In the bleak mid-winter " 
(Christina Rosextil. " O worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness" Mansell). “ Lov« 
redeeming walk is dax " (C. Wesley), “ Firmly 1 
believe and truly- [ Cardinal New man) - q 
valiam hearts" /Sir John Arkwright), “Jeru¬ 
salem " (W. Blake), * 1 vow to thee my country " 
(Sir Cecil Spring-Rice), and sewn hymns from the 
Yanendon HymnaL 

Hymns written specially for the new book 
include three far Holy Communion by Bfehm 
R.G. Parsons, Bishop CH. Boutflovrer* and 
Canon Adam Fax. Rar Holy Bapriem there are 

White, the 

for _ Hol y Matrimony, Bishop Mandril 
C reighto n's * O thou who gavest power to love .* 
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Aitken denounces ‘bitter* detractor 

■ Jonathan Aitken appeared to have survived the latest threat 
to his ministerial career after securing the support of John 
Major and Conservative backbenchers over claims that he was 
involved in supplying arms to Iran in the 1980s. 

Challenged in die Commons over suggestions that he knew 
an arms embargo was being broken. Mr Aitken robustly 
defended his integrity and denounced his chief detractor as a 
“deposed and bitter man".Piges 1,7 

Major backs Canada in fish war 

■ John Major risked a clash with the European Union by 

siding with Canada in its fish dispute with Spain. The Prime 
Minister appeared to depart from die Government’s position of 
neutrality by backing the tough enforcement action taken by 
Canada against Spanish trawlers-Page 1 
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Nurses’ anger 

Nurses and ambulancemen were 
among tens of thousands of NHS 
workers at more than 400 demon¬ 
strations around the country to 
show anger over a I per cent pay 
rise..Page 1 

German rate cut 

The Bundesbank stunned the fi¬ 
nancial markets by cutting inter¬ 
est rates. The dollar gained more 
than three pfennigs against the 
mark and sterling jumped three 
pfennigs-Page I 

Hallmarks saved 

Britain succeeded in persuading 
the European Union to reject a 
German-led attempt to replace 
the centuries-old British system of 
hallmarking gold and silver with 
a system of self-cerdfitation by 
manufacturers-Page I 

Water pressure 

Privatised water companies were 
under pressure to offer customers 
better prices after North West 
Water confirmed £90 million of 
rebates to customers-Page 1 

School borrowing 

Grant-maintained schools will be 
free to borrow money under 
plans unveiled by Gillian 
Shephard- Page 2 

Crack gang convicted 

Members of the world's largest 
crack cocaine ring, who used a 
Park Lane apartment and flew on 
Concorde, were convicted of plan¬ 
ning to flood Britain-Page 3 


Aids hope 

A boy who caught HIV from his 
mother has shaken off the virus. 
Now five years old. the child is 
healthy arid free of the infection, 
say researchers-Page 6 

Pope’s dismay 

The Pope condemned society’s 
"culture of death" in which abor¬ 
tion. contraception, embryology 
and euthanasia are contributing 
to a “profound change" _ Page 6 

Balladur revival 

A second wind is lifting the spirits 
of Edouard Balladur. France's 
Gaullist Prime Minister, now 
that he has managed to climb 
back into the ring with Jacques 
Chirac-Page 9 

Euro-plea to Britain 

Germany urged Britain to cake a 
fiiil part in the debate about the 
future of the Union and to join 
Paris and Bonn in an alliance at 
the continenrs hub-Page 12 

Israeli promise 

Israel is ready to propose a Mid¬ 
dle East free of non-conventional 
weapons and missiles as soon as 
a regional peace is assured. 
Shimon Iteres. the Israeli Foreign 
Minister said.— Page 12 

Gingrich defeat 

Newt Gingrich put on a brave 
face after the House of Represen¬ 
tatives defeated for the first time a 
central plank of his Contract with 
America, a limit on how long 
congressmen may serve. Page 13 


School inspectors ‘must do better’ 

■ One in eight school reports produced by the Government’s 
new inspection regime is misleading, incomprehensible or 
inadequate. Ofsted. the Office for Standards in Education, 
criticised the work of freelance inspection teams it employs to 
monitor lesson quality. Some are writing baffling reports that 
are long on waffle but short on analysis.Page 5 
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Paul r.aitp and Howard Mackenzie release fish into BewJ Bridge Reservoir. Kent for the start of the trout fishing season on Monday 


Barings: The committee investigat¬ 
ing the collapse will report in two 
parts. The first will be ready within 
a couple of months. The second, on 
regulation, will follow three 
months later..-__Page 21 

New bid: British Aerospace is rais¬ 
ing £383 million to bid for VSEL It 
is promising shareholders their 
money back if it fails.Page 21 

Lloyds Bank: Eleven protesters 
were qected from the annual 
shareholder meeting after disrupt¬ 
ing it with calls for the bank to 
change polities relating to the 

environment--Page 21 

Markets: The FT-SE100 Index rose 
33.9 to 31762. Sterling rose from 
852 to S5.6 after a fall from $1.6130 
to$l-5965butarisefrom DM22219 
to DM22535_ Page 24 


Boxing: Mike Tyson, the former 
world heavyweight champion, an¬ 
nounced he would remain with his 
promoter. Don King, in his first 
public comments since his release 
from prison.. Page 40 

Cricket: Australia and West Indies 
lock horns in Barbados today in the 
first match of a series that will 
decide the world's best Test side, 
reports John Woodcock.™ Page 35 
Athletics: Public recognition has. 
strangely, eluded Katrin Dorre. of 
Germany, who pursues her fourth 
successive win in the London Mar¬ 
athon on Sunday .Page 38 

Motor sport Derek Warwick, the 
former Formula One competitor, is 
back in the driving seat chasing 
honours in the British Touring Car 
Championship.-.- Page 35 



■ V ARTS ; / -■ 1 

Cross-dressing queen: Comedian 
Paul O'Grady's alter eso. lily Sav¬ 
age, “is a brash. Birkenhead ex- 
hooker who dresses in the style of 
glamour gone sour", writes Alan 
Jackson ..Page 29 

Lottery windfall: The National Lot¬ 
tery has saved its first theatre. The 
Unicom Arts Theatre, training 
ground of young talent for almost 
70 years, will now not have to dose 
in December—.-...Page 29 

Thumbs up: Daxid Glass presents 
a gripping stage adaptation of Paul 
Theroux's novel. The Mosquito 
Coast, in a new production at the 
Young Vic.™.-.Page 30 

A legend returns: Well-paced and 
well-judged. Bob Dylan was in 
spellbinding form during his 
Brixion Academy gig™.Page 31 


j TOMORROW : / i 

IN THE TIMES 

■ CD BARGAIN 
Voucher for Goff a 
top recording at WH 
Smith with The Times 
on Saturday 

■ REVIEWS. _ 
Jonathan Meades cel¬ 
ebrates Chez Bruce; 
Ginny Dougary on 
two views of Taylor 


Family life: “It’s not country people 
I write about but the provinces, 
where life is still deeply provincial." 
Joanna Trollope talks to Valerie 
Grove. Page 14 

Urban spaceman: For millions Pat¬ 
rick Moore'S Sty at Night is re¬ 
quired viewing, even after almost 

500 programmes—.Page 15 

Fancy schemes: The whole history 
of Hebridean land ownership has 
been stained by hostility, suspicion, 
and occasionally bloodshed. Mag¬ 
nus iinklater on people who buy 
islands. Page 15 


Open door: Will Whitehall going 
online mean more open gov¬ 
ernment? .Page 33 

Superchip: Intel is dose to making 
microprocessor chips perform a 
computer’s functions Page 33 


The “posted workers' directive" 
would require all companies that 
cany out contracts in other EU 
states to apply file host country's 
wage rates. Any attempt to enforce 
it would be a recipe for disaster 

— The European 

Libya continues to shield two sus¬ 
pects wanted for the terrorist 
bombing of a Pan Am airliner. The 
proposal by the Clinton Adminis¬ 
tration of an oil embargo is well- 
intentioned but American com¬ 
panies do little business with 
Libya —The New York Times 


Preview: The 1959 Cadillac, with is 
huge tail fins and masses of 
chrome, is celebrated in The Cars 
the Star (BBC2.10.10pm). Revfeac 
Lynne Truss goes turtle-hunting 
and welcomes the return of Abso¬ 
lutely Fabulous - Page 39 




Canadian practices 

Canada is right in hs crusade for 
conservation: it is in Britain's inter¬ 
ests to proclaim this with: 
vigour---Page 17 

Springtime at the BBC 

The trouble with political inter¬ 
views. if anything, is that politi¬ 
cians are allowed to get away wah 
too much, not too little — Page jf7 

Tres grand appetit 

M Mitterrand’s rush to finish, the 
national library during his admin¬ 
istration may be vainglorious bid it 

demonstrates a robust will to pre¬ 
serve the character of a national 
library, despite the difficulties in¬ 
herent in the undertaking — a 
perhaps because of them—Page 17 


BERNARD LEVIN 

Golden Ages are countless; some- 
thing tells me that our own time 
will not be thought one. But oiks 
we start counting "golds", we shall. 
never stop—.-Page 16 

PHILIP HOWARD 

The ultimate object of all memosis 
[©advance the career of the memo¬ 
randum-writer in the lush jungle of 

office politics - Page 16 

IAIN DUNCAN SMITH 
Spending by countries such as Iran 
on nudear technology continues at 
very high levels. The network of 
technology exchanges between " 
North Korea and Iran is weD 
known and reports of French miss 1 
ile sales to Iran suggest that prolif¬ 
eration may already be beyond 
control-Pasett 


Tony Lock, former England and 
Surrey spin bowler; Sir Charles 
Irving, former chairman ofihg 
House of Commons Catering Com¬ 
mittee and MP for Cheltenham;" 
Ronald McNair Scott soldier, 
biographer and novelist.... Page J9 


Military attaches’ entertainment 
expenses: a suspect’s right ttvsk. 
fence; hospital beds for die acutely 
ill-^-..PhgelT 
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ACROSS 

1 Castle dwellers exposed as mad 
dogs? ( 10 ). 

9 It’s too binding on the King of 
Naples ( 6 ). 

10 Deliberate and dependable in 
drink ( 8 ). 

fl Sceptical types find lies absurd ( 8 ). 

12 Present the recipient needs (4). 

13 Government leader approving 
what’s highly satisfactory ( 10 ). 

15 Players quick to name town up 
North (7). 

17 Cover needed for e^». kiwi fruit so 
mature (7). 

20 Left me in second part (10). 

21 Drunk creature, sinister when the 
money's gone (4). 

23 Fighter crippled by blow below 
the belt say (4,4) 

Solution to Puzzle No 19.816 
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25 Admission of guilt came out with 
Paul's conversion (3,5). 

26 Nobody working with total 
commitment (3-3). 

27 Divide estate in northern town 

( 10 ). 

DOWN 

2 Rivalry between teams player puts 
on record ( 6 ). 

. 3 Ko-ko wasn't so apathetic ( 8 ). 

4 Chinese food that's bound to go 
round (6.4). 

5 Son of examination that’s claimed 
to be different (7). 

6 Take new article on condition it’s 

not too sophisticated (4). 

7 Decoration for food, in a glace 
form ( 8 ). 

8 MPs supposed to listen to visitor 
{5.5}. 

12 As angry as a March Hare? (72). 

14 Ifs bad to repeat what’s un¬ 
cultured (10), 

16 Actors in costume (8). 

18 Vessel in port after record start ( 8 ). 

19 Peel’s hound among hunters of 
mysterious creature (7). 

22 A river in great city, such as 
Winchester ( 6 ). 

24 Heads off on Aberdeen train — 
special fore for Scots (4). 


Times Two Crossword, page 40 


For the latest region by region forecast 24 
htxas a day, dial 0891 500 tallowed by the 
appropriate code: 

Greeter London .„...„7U1 

KentSurey.Sussex..703 

Oarset.Hants & IOW..703 

Dewn & Cornwall.....704 

WBeB.GtoucsAron.Soms.706 

Beffcs.Bucfcs.Qoon. 706 

8od3.HGrts&E»«..707 

NortoKSuffo#v.C8mb8...708 

West Mid & Sth Glam & Gwent_709 

Shropa.HersWs S Wares.. 710 

Central Midlands- 711 

EastMkJands.. .712 

UncsSH^ndenWe .- .713 

DyfedS Powys.714 

Qwynedd&Owyd...-. ...715 

NWEngtand.. 716 

W&SYofte& Dales.. 717 

N E England. ,.718 

Cumfcra&LakeDatnct. 719 

SW Scotland .. 730 

W Central Scotland. 721 

EdinSFifWLah!8n&Borders.722 

EContial Scotland ..733 

Granwtan & E Highlands..734 

NW Scotland -. 72S 

Carthnes3.0twiey & Zetland-736 

N Ireland. 737 

Weaihercall is charged al 39p per mlnuie 

(cheap rale) and 49p per minute at afl other 
Umes 


DyfedS Powys. 

Qwynedd & Clwyd...-. 

NWEngtand... 


For the latest AA traffic/roadworks 
information. 34 hours a day. dial 0336 401 
followed ty the appropriate code: 

London &SE traffic, roadworks 

Area wttttn MS... 731 

Essexfl4ertalBodslBuc*s^Ber1ffi/Oxon.732 

Kert/Surrey/Sussex/Hants.734 

M2S London Orbital only... 736 

National b a l m - and roadw orio 

National motorways.737 

West Country.. 738 

Wales..-. 739 

Midlands.740 

EaslAngtie.. 741 

Nortfvwest Engtend..742 

North-east England.. .743 

Scotland.. ......744 

Northern Ireland __745 

AA Roadwalch is charged at 39p per minute 
(cheep rata) and 49p per mnute at eS other 
times. 


Wednesday: Highest day temp: ScJty Idee. ISC 
(64F) ; lowest (fay mac Lavnck. Shetland 3C 
(37F): highest rainfal: Skegness, Ucdnshra. 
OJOei; highest sunshine: Kirtoss, Grampim. 
tO.Thr 



O General: England and Wales will 
see a lot of doud, which may produce 
some light rain, particularly in the 
north and west. However, the more 
central and eastern areas should stay 
dry and will become brighter al times. 
Scotland and Northern Ireland will be 
mainly cloudy with outbreaks of rain in 
the northwest becoming heavier-and 
more widespread before dearer wea¬ 
ther reaches the north. In general it will 
be mild but rather windy, especially in 
the north. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
Central S England, E Midlands, E 
England, W Midlands, Central N: 

mainly dry, becoming brighter for a 
time. Winds, westerly moderate, lo¬ 
cally fresh. Max 14C (57F)- 

□ Channel Isles, SW England, S 
Wales, N Wales, NW England: 

mostly cloudy, patchy coastal drizzle. 
Winds, west or southwesterly mod¬ 
erate. locally fresh. Max 12C (54F). 
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□ Lake District, Isle of Man. SW 
Scotland, Glasgow, Argyll, N Ire¬ 
land: rather cloudy, some rain or 
drizzle mainly in the afternoon or 
evening. Winds, southwesterly, fresh. 
Max 11C (52F). 

□ NE England, Borders, Edin¬ 
burgh & Dundee, Aberdeen, Cen¬ 
tral Highlands: mainly dry, some 
early brightness, increasing cloud and 
rain later. Winds, southwesterly, fresh. 
Max 14C (57F) 

□ Moray Firth, NE Scotland, NW 
Scotland: doud and rain spreading 
east becoming drier and dearer later. 
Winds, southwest or westerly, mainly 
fresh. Max 12C (54F). 

□ Orkney, Shetland: bright or clear 
intervals and showers. Winds, south¬ 
westerly, fresh. Max 9C (48F). 

□ Outlook: the south will stay mainly 
dry but cloudy. The north will see 
further rain. Generally mild. 
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Savage nights 
make life a drag 
for Paul 0’Grady 
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the Government 
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Ins and outs 
of cricket’s 
ratings game 
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Shares rise as Bundesbank surprises markets with rate cuts 

Germans hand dollar a lifeline 


By Janet Bush 

ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 

THE Bundesbank yesterday sur¬ 
prised the markets and held out a 
lifeline to the dollar and to (hose 
European currencies that have 
been struggling by cutting two of 
us key interest rates. 

The dollar gained more than 
three pfennigs against the German 
mark and sterling jumped more 
than five pfennigs before settling for 
a gain at the dose of three pfennigs. 
The Spanish peseta and the I talian 
lira, which have hit successive 
record lows against a resurgent 
mark, soared. 

Stock markets around Europe 


also bounced on the news. In 
London, the FT-SE100 index dosed 
33.9 points higher, at 3.1762, and 
the price of government bonds was 
sharply higher. However, the reac¬ 
tion an Wail Street was muted, on a 
view that the dollar’s problems are 
ioo fundamental to be solved by a 
single interest rate cut in Germany. 

The German central bank has a 
reputation for wrong-footing finan¬ 
cial markets, and yesterday was no 
exception. 

It cut the discount rate by half a 
point, to 4 per cent, and its short¬ 
term repo rate, a key money market 
rate, fay 35 basis points, to 4.5 per 
cent. In addition, it left the way open 
for a downward drift in money 


market interest rates by saying that 
the repo rate would be fixed at its 
new level for only a week, after 
which it would be variable. 

The discount rate, which marks the 
floor of German interest rates, has 
been unchanged since May of last 
year, and the repo rate has been bdd 
at 4.8S per cent since July of last year. 

Bundesbank council members, 
including Hans Tietmeyer, its 
president, had dangled the possibili¬ 
ty of an interest rate cut in front of 
the markets in various public com¬ 
ments recently, but it was widely 
assumed that this was merely a 
costless ploy to restore some stabil¬ 
ity to the foreign exchanges. 

Council members, under pres¬ 


sure to loosen policy as the dollar 
and several European currencies hit 
record lows against the mark, 
repeatedly ssud. ax the same time, 
thar they would not compromise 
German domestic policy because of 
others* troubles. 

Lingering speculation of a rate cut 
had faded after the US Federal 
Reserve decided, earlier this week, 
not to raise its own rates in defence 
of the dollar. 

In an unusually long statement 
yesterday, the Bundesbank went out 
of its way to emphasise domestic 
reasons for its move. It said that the 
decision took account erf persistently 
weak money supply growth as well 
as “changes in the monetary envi¬ 


ronment”. The latter is central bank 
code for the extramtfinaiy strength 
of the mark recently. 

The statement is laced with refer¬ 
ences to the strong mark, bur the 
central bank took care to aplain its 
significance in terms erf domestic, 
rather than international, policy. It 
said that the strnog mark, “should 
form a considerable counterweight 
to the upward pressure on domestic 

costs". 

Clearly conscious that yesterday's 
move would* be interpreted as an 
attempt to rescue die dollar that 
might com p romise its own fight 
against inflation, the Bundesbank 
emphasised its determination to 
secure price stability. The central 


bank said: “The interest rate cut 
does not signal die ail-dear on 
stability policy. Caution remains 
ap prop ria te, especially with regard 
to the mast recent wage settlements 
and the inflationary nsks resulting 
from them.** Recent above-inflation 
wage agreements were one factor 
that the market had thought 
weighed against a rate cut. 

Switzerland, which operates in a 
virtual monetary union with 
Germany, yesterday followed the 
Bundesbank and cut it discount rate 
by half a print. _ 

Treasury gifts plan, page 22 
Pennington, page 23 
Stock market page 24 


Another water 
company to 
offer rebates 


AOBNAMYES 


ByEricReguly 


YORKSHIRE WATER is 
planning to hand back at 
least £150 million to custom¬ 
ers and shareholders in the 
form of rebates, lower bills 
and dividends. The move 
follows yesterday's announce¬ 
ment by North West Water 
that it is to offer customers 
rebates until the end of the 
century. 

Trevor Newton, managing 
director of Yorkshire, said: 
"We will do a split and most of 
it will go to customers rather 
than shareholders." He said 
that an announcement would 
be made by the time York¬ 
shires final results are report¬ 
ed in early June- 

North West which is rough¬ 
ly twice the size of Yorkshire, 
unveiled a package worth 
about £360 million over five 
years. Two-thirds of it is di¬ 
rected at customers. The com¬ 
pany said it wanted to strike a 
better balance between the 
interests of its shareholders 
and its customers. 

Each customer will receive 
an “efficiency rebate" of £6.50, 
costing the company a total of 
£18 million, each year until 
2000. About £180 million will 
be spent over the period to 
alleviate problems such as low 
water pressure and flooding 
by sewage-contaminated 
water. 

Shareholders will receive a 
special dividend of 3L9p, pay¬ 
able on October 3. The divi¬ 
dend will cost £90 million over 
five years. Brian Staples, chief 


executive of North West, said 
that the package was designed 
"to address the regulatory 
risks”. 

Mr Staples fears that Ofwat, 
the water regulator, could 
tighten the regulatory screws 
if customers continue to com¬ 
plain that shareholders are 
being treated better than 
them. 

The water industry also 
fears that a Labour govern¬ 
ment would impose a windfall 
tax unless customers received 
substantial rebates. 

Several other water com¬ 
panies are expected to follow 
North West’s lead, although 
none of them revealed their 
intentions yesterday. 

Use Shonfield, an analyst 
with SG Warburg, said that 
the Southern. Wessex, Severn 
Trent and Welsh water com¬ 
panies were the most likely 
candidates to follow suit. 

South West Water, whose 
water prices are under review 
fay the Monopolies and Merg¬ 
ers Commission, and Thames 
Water are unlikely to follow 
North West’s lead. 

The unusual move by lead¬ 
ing water companies to hand 
back funds to customers 
comes in the wake of the 
decision by Stephen 
Littlechild. the electricity in¬ 
dustry regulator, to tighten 
price controls on regional 
po wer supply companies. 

Pennington, page 23 
Tide hums, page 25 



George reveals 
Barings dates 

By Patricia Tehan, banking correspondent 


EDDIE GEORGE, Governor 
of the Bank of England, has 

t oW hanltpr s that Hip rwnmit- 

tee investigating the failure 
last month of Barings, the 
merchant bank, would report 
its findings in two stages. 

The firs t part of their report, 
which wfll establish the facts 
behind the collapse, wfll be 
ready “in a couple of months’*. 
The .second stage, which win 
look into regulatory lessons to 
be Learnt from the coDapse, 
could take three months long¬ 
er ttranmpletc. He said: “So 
iOMpassiUe we win make 
tftSHacfs public." 

. . Mr George was taking 
questions after his speech 
about increased competition 
m the banking industry to the 
Chartered Institute of Bank¬ 
ers conference in London. 

He said die Barings affair 
was “an old-fashioned fail¬ 
ure” on six levels. The Bank’s 
co mm ittee would be looking 
at the six fines of defence that 
should have prevented the 
collapse. These were the 
B a rin g s management, inter¬ 
nal auditors, external audi¬ 
tors, and regulators in Osaka, 
Singapore and Tokyo. 

In his speech, Mr George 


said there was increased com¬ 
petition in the banking indus¬ 
try which was “not without its 
dangers". It could lead banks 
and other financial intermedi¬ 
aries or “incentivised” lend¬ 
ing officers to take excessive 
risks, he said. 

The expectations of custom¬ 
ers were increasing, and he 
urged hanks to work harder 
at keeping customers happy. 

He said: “There 2s a good 
deal that you, in the financial 
community, can do by simply 
working harder at your cus¬ 
tomer relationships.” 

Baring Brothers topped the 
league of financial advisers 
an UK public takeovers for 
the Curst quarter of the year, 
halting abed on two such 
deals worth £93 bfltioo ac¬ 
cording to a table published 
yesterday by Acquisitions 
Monthly. It was co-lead advis¬ 
er to Weflcome in its failed 
attempt to fight off Glaxo’s 
£9 J trillion takeover. 

□ ING. the Dutch banking 
group that bough! Barings 
tins month, yesterday un¬ 
veiled net profits for 1994 of 
23 billion guilders (£920 mfl- 
fion). at the top end of fore¬ 
casts; 2.63 hSlion guilders. 
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Slated 

Shares in Redfand fell after it 
cut its 1994 dividend in spite 
of soaring profits and strong 
trading in Germany, one of its 
care markets. The budding 
materials group says it needs 
to conserve cash to fund 
cai 


investment while the tax 
regime and the high level of 
earnings coming from abroad 
make the current level of 
payment uneconomic. 
Page23. Tempos 24 

New home 

Morgan Grenfell, the 
investment bank owned by 
Deutsche Bank, is looking for 
new UK premises. A home is 
being sought Cor the joint 
investment banking 
operations. Plage 22 


Splashing out Sir Desmond Pilcher, Northwest chairman, left, and Brian Staples yesterday 


After ‘trombone’ comes the ‘money-back’ 

BAe calls for £383m to 
make new VSEL bid 

By RossTieman, industrial correspondent 


BRITISH AEROSPACE is 
raising E383 million to make a 
new bid for VSEL, the Barrow- 
in-Furness shipbuilder — and 
promising to give sharehold¬ 
ers their money bade if the 
offer fails. 

The novel cash call came as 
BAe announced a $300 million 
order for 12 of its Avro 
regional jets from Swissair. 
The airline, which chose the 
BAe plane to replace die 
Fokker 100. its chief rival, has 
taken options on a further 12 
Avros. which could push the 
total order to $600 million. 

The contract will provide 
nine months* work for Avro*s 
Woodford factory. Swissair's 
endorsement, predicted in The 
Times almost a month ago, 
confirms a remarkable revival 
in the fortunes of the four- 
engined, lOOseat jet Last year 
Lufthansa ordered ten for its 
Cityline short-haul operation. 

The rights cash, meantime, 
will enable BAe to renew its 
bid battle against GEC with¬ 
out delay if Michael Heseltme, 
the President of the Board of 
Trade, decides not to block the 
rival predators. 

The Monopolies and Merg¬ 


ers Cbmmission wfll deliver 
its recommendations to Mr 
Heseltine on April 12 after a 
four-month inquiry. 

Although BAe insisted it 
had “no knowledge" of the 
outcome of the MMC inquiry, 
it has sent a dear signal of its 
continued determination to 
win control of Britain’s only 
builder of submarines and 
large surface warships. 

Chris Avery, analyst at 
Paribas Capital Markets, the 
securities house, said the cash- 
call would restore to BAe the 
financial fire-power provided 
by last year's ground-breaking 
“trombone" rights issue. The 
new fund-raising effectively 
gives BAe what it would have 
raised in a second call to 
finance the cash element of its 
E573 million bid, had the offer 
not been referred. 

"They are securing the am¬ 
munition that they had before 
for a battle for VSEL against 
GEC,” Mr Avery said. By 
tucking away a warchest in 
advance, BAe will be able to 
launch or increase any future 
offer without alerting GEC 
through contacts with under¬ 
writers. The new one-for-five 


rights issue comes in two 
stages. In the first phase, die 
company will raise £170 mil¬ 
lion at 43Qp a share. Any 
money not needed to pay cash 
to VSEL shareholders in file 
next bid will be refunded, phis 
interest at 8 per cent per year. 

If VSEL shareholders opt 
for more than £264 million of 
BAe*s cash, subscribing BAe 

shareholders will be obliged to 
stump up an additional £289 
million. As a sweetener to its 
own shareholders, the com¬ 
pany is offering warrants at 
550p in a disguised cash calf 
likely to raise an additional 
£100 million over the next five 
years. 

Winning the battle for VSEL 
would enable BAe to become a 
prime contractor to the Minis¬ 
try of Defence in ships as well 
as missiles and aircraft. GEC. 
which already owns the Yar¬ 
row yard that builds frigates 
on Clydeside, is keen to block 
BAe’s encroachment VSEL 

wants a larger partner, and 
will settle for whichever is 
willing to reward its share- 
holders best _ 

Tempos, page 24 


Protesters ejected 
after disrupting 
Lloyds meeting 

By Patricia Tehan and Anne Ashworth 


ELEVEN protes t er s were 
ejected from Lloyds Bank’s 
annual meeting yesterday 
after disrupting the three-hour 
event with calls for the bank to 
change policies relating to “the 
environment, the third world 
and the arms trade". 

As the meeting began, the 
Lloyds branch nearest the 
venue was evacuated after a 
suspect parcel was found. It 
turned out to be merely the re¬ 
mains of an Indian takeaway. 

The meeting was never 
going to be plain salting. One 
took at the gathering at the 
Sedgwick Centre. London, 
was enough to make that 
dear. There were plenty of 
retired laities and gentlemen 
— those traditionally with 
enough time to attend AGMs. 
There were, however, also an 
unusually large number of 
young faces — students using 
their university holidays to 
make a protest 

The AGM was preceded by 
an extraordinary meeting, at 
which Lloyds sought share¬ 
holders' approval for its pro¬ 
posed £L8 Union takeover of 
Cheltenham & Glouoesto- 
Building Society. The board re¬ 
ceived rally a few questions di¬ 
rectly related to the takeover— 


though many canto from the 
p rotest e rs — and the motion 
proposing it was passed rat a 
show of hands and “by an 
overwhelming majority” of 
postal votes, according to Sir 
Robin fobs, chairman. 

Sir Robin tried to move on to 
AGM business, but after a 
ten-minute disruption, resort¬ 
ed to ordering guards to 
remove a young woman pro¬ 
tester. Others were later re¬ 
moved, chanting “people not 
profits”. They were objecting 
to Lloyds’ funding of custom¬ 
ers who sell arms to govern¬ 
ments such as Indonesia's, 
saying thar this “aids the 
regime responsible for acts of 
genocide in East Timor”. 

Sir Robin said that the bank 
makes sure that it funds deals 
thai are legal and have the sup¬ 
port of the British Government. 

C&G members vote on the 
Lloyds takeover today at a 
London meeting at which 
several thousand are expected. 
The society yesterday refused 
to be drawn on the outcome, or 
on any trend emerging from 
postal votes. However, it app¬ 
ears that the response has 
been high and that C&G exec¬ 
utives are quietly confident of 
a takeover being approved. 
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BMW puts 
Rover at 
£5.3m profit 

Rover made an operating 
profit of DM40 million {£18 
million) in the BMW 
accounts, well below the 
£56 million it reported 
under British rules. BMW 
has put Rover's net profit 
at DM12 million (£53 mil¬ 
lion). Under British rules, 
there was a £9 million net 
loss. 

Volker Doppelfeld. fi¬ 
nance director said: “We 
have had great success 
with Rover... it has done 
better than expected." 
BMW, which reported a 65 
per cent jump to DM1.38 
billion in pre-tax profits, 
added a DM130 bonus to 
;he DM1230 dividend. 

Camaud up 

CamaudMetalbox. the An¬ 
glo-French packaging 
group, warned on margins 
as it told of an 18 per cent 
pre-tax profits rise to FrI34 
billion. There is a FF4.40 
dividend, up 10 per cent. 

Dawson deal 

The new management 
team at Dawson Interna¬ 
tional is close to selling 
Dawson Home.Fashions, 
its US bathroom accesso¬ 
ries business, to Springs 
Industries of die US. 

Support plea 

The withdrawal of income 
support for mortgage inter¬ 
est payments should be de¬ 
layed until April 1997. the 
Council of Mortgage Lend¬ 
ers will tell the Social Sec¬ 
urity Advisory Committee 
today. 
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L , • . , . . . . ' y Treasury 

unveils 

•• ~ B% Janet Bush 

'*■&'r** %' * * r l.,, i . .i j i m * ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 

*’W ■ ; •" THE Treasury yesterday un- 

; .f -yM veiled more innovations for 

the silt-edaed marker re- 
W spending id market demand 

' • and furthering its programme 

-• - , ^ .. •' of more openness in key 

. sections of policy. 

• - .■ tBF-'- ■ " : It published a Debt Man- 

‘« a ig k -r - n* aeement Report for the firsT 

-'.\S15PS1, SH time yesterday. This follows 

r V HH its decLsion last year to issue a 

l ■ .' £JaSai -l-\‘. : -V; :i f -•"y SB funding remit id the Bank of 

nH England. outlining its desired 
. JBB policy for selling” gilts to 5- 
nance the Public Seacr Bor- 

r " ; ^rowing Requirement. Yesier- 

day's paper left the Govem- 

Iffl / ->_-*■ ^ mem's projection for the PSBR 

'* s %. ui the coming tax year un- 
. -, changed from the Budget 

jp^l' 3 billion. 

|.-jm ^ There three main 

changes in yesterday’s paper. 

1Y%^% V s , ; ; ail of which provide the gilt 

i? & # 4i r^wB" § market with more predictabil- 

1 'S &•> M -^' •-- itv to plan its business. The 

i .■ i Treasury hopes that this will 

^ H help to lower the cost of the 

t # 1 Government's funding, al- 
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such a benefit is difficult to 
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By PatricuTehan, banking correspondent dated is^tes. 

□ The Bank will hold eight 
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investment bank owned by upwards of 200,000 sq ft for return on capital than some of of the investment banking current monthly auctions. It 
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London for new premises in time. pre-tax return on average progress. We are further down the auctions, the first of which 

which to base their joint Mr Dobson said that the capital employed was 32 per the road than 1 expected to be will be held on April. 26. 

investment banking opera- bank would probably keep its cent compared to 20 per cent at at this time". □ An announcement will be 

tions, which are being Winchester Street premises, Kleinwort Benson and 27 per He said the bank was in made at the beginning of each 

merged. which it owns and has occu- cent at Schroders. advanced discussions with calendar quarter on which 

One possibility would be to pied for 100 years. Mr Dobson said the bank some senior people and would maturities will be sold at the 

take over the Friends Provi- Morgan Grenfell yesterday made “substantial profits" in be making funher appoint- uerions scheduled to be in that 

dent building at 100 Old provided further detail of its emerging market operations, ments soon. Morgan Grenfell quarter. 

Broad Street opposite Mor- financial results for 1994. The though the figure was lower is more likely to beef up its The Bank of England wel- 

>an Grenfell's 23 Great Win- figures were unveiled by Deut- than in 1993. European capability before corned the new plans which 

:hester Street offices, which is sche Bank in Germany on It advised on 107 merger turning its attention to build- come a day after its own paper 

seing rebuilt after being dam- Wednesday. Morgan Gren- and acquisition transactions ing up' a presence in the UK was published on the creation 

lged by a terrorist bomb two fell's profits fell by 34 per cent valued at £16.9 billion and is market, which is the most of an open market in gilt repos 

/ears ago. last year to E 150.2 million after currently advising Scottish & competitive, he said. from January 2,1996. 
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Morgan Grenfell seeks 
new London premises 


By PatricuTehan, banking correspondent 


SMCariM ft ... 


MORGAN GRENFELL the 
investment bank owned by 
Deutsche Bank, is looking in 
London for new premises in 
which to base their joint 
investment banking opera¬ 
tions, which are being 
merged. 

One possibility would be to 
take over the Friends Provi¬ 
dent building at 100 Old 
Broad Street opposite Mor¬ 
gan Grenfell's 23 Great Win¬ 
chester Street offices, which is 
being rebuilt after being dam¬ 
aged by a terrorist bomb two 
years ago. 

Michael Dobson. Morgan 
Grenfell * chief executive, said 
that the b?nk has two offices 
and C ische Bank has 
another two in London, and “it 
is not the most efficient way of 
running a business". 

Morgan Grenfell has ap¬ 
pointed Weatherall Green & 
Smith and DTZ Debenham 
Thorpe, the surveyors, to find 


a building that would provide 
upwards of 200.000 sq ft for 
occupation in about two years’ 
time. 

Mr Dobson said that the 
btuik would probably keep its 
Winchester Street premises, 
which it owns and has occu¬ 
pied for 100 years. 

Morgan Grenfell yesterday 
provided further detail of its 
financial results for 1994. The 
figures were unveiled by Deut¬ 
sche Bank in Germany on 
Wednesday. Morgan Gren¬ 
fell's profits fell by 34 per cent 
last year to E 150.2 million after 
trading profits collapsed from 
£219 million to £50 million. 

Administrative costs fell by 
£40 million to £309 million, 
part of which is due to a fall in 
bonus payments. “As profits 
fall, so do bonuses" said a 
spokesman, though he refused 
to discuss the size of bonuses. 

Mr Dobson said that in 
spite of the profits fall, the 


results still provided a better 
return on capital than some of 
its rivals. Morgan Grenfell’S 
pre-tax return on average 
capital employed was 32 per 
cent compared to 20 per cent at 
Kleinwort Benson and 27 per 
cental Schroders. 

Mr Dobson said the bank 
made “substantial profits" in 
emerging market operations, 
though die figure was lower 
than in 1993. 

It advised on 107 merger 
and acquisition transactions 
valued at £16.9 billion and is 
currently advising Scottish & 
Newcastle in its plans to 
acquire Courage. 

Hie asset management 
business added £5 billion in 
net new business io its funds 
under management, taking 
the value of funds to GO 
billion. Mr Dobson said it 
added £2 billion of new pen¬ 
sion fund business, iaking 
funds away from some of its 


rivals. He said die integration 
of the investment banking 
business was “making good 
progress. We are further down 
the road than 1 expected to be 
at this time". 

He said the bank was in 
advanced discussions with 
some senior people and would 
be making funher appoint¬ 
ments soon. Morgan Grenfell 
is more likely to beef up its 
European capability before 
turning its attention to build¬ 
ing up' a presence in the UK 
market, which is the most 
competitive, be said. 


Jupiter Tyndall 
executives share 
£15m bonanza 


By Sarah Bagnall 


RENEWING YOUR MOTOR INSURANCE? 


EXPERIENCED 
DRIVERS 
PAY LESS 


If you're aged 45 or over Landmark Express offers you 
exceptional motor insurance at a better price - by getting 
less experienced drivers off your back. 


Exceptional Cover 

• Up to 7096 No Claims 
Bonus, for those who 
qualify* 

• Transferable Company No 
Claims Bonus 

• Automatic Windscreen and 
Window Cover* 

• Extra reductions for low 
mileage, older and garaged 
vehicles* 


Express Claims 
Service 

• immediate freephone 
Claims Sendee 

• 24-hour Accident Recovery 
Service 

• Free Courtesy Car for . 

duration of repairs 

• Repairs authorised within 
48 hours 


JOHN DUFFIELD, chairman 
at Jupiter Tyndall, and 40 
executives are to share in a £15 
million share option bonanza 
as a result of the £169 million 
bid for the fund management 
group by Commerzbank. 

The lion’s share of the 
payout is going to top manage¬ 
ment with Mr Duffield expect¬ 
ed to receive about G million. 

Jupiter Tyndall’s staff are 
also being offered a 25 per cent 
stake in the new company, 
which will be a subsidiary of 
the German bank. The value 
of this holding is tied to the 
performance of the group over 
the next five years. There will, 
however, be no share options 
or bonuses and directors’ sala¬ 
ries are fixed in real terms for 
five years. 

Jupiter Tyndall’s manage¬ 
ment is recommending the bid 
by Commerzbank. The Ger¬ 
man bank is offering share¬ 
holders 420p a share and a 
final dividend of lOp. The 
company’s shares rose from 
402p to 418p on the news. 

Heinz Hockmann. head of 
asset management al Com¬ 
merzbank. said: “We don't 
believe option schemes are 
appropriate. After the acquisi¬ 
tion. participation will only be 
through share ownership. 


Thai way the growth in value 
will reflea the growth in the 
value of the company." 

Jupiter Tyndall’s senior 
management are being of¬ 
fered 17 per cent in the new 
company. “But they are not 
getting it as a present They 
have to buy their way in." said 
Dr Hockmann. The cost is 
G.4 million. Commerzbank is 
subscribing a further £1.6 
million for a further 8 per cent 
which will be held in an 
employee trust on behalf of 
present and future employees. 

The resulting value of the 
shares depends on the perfor¬ 
mance of the group over the 
five-year period. According to 
the offer document, if the 
company’s pre-tax profits 
grow ai a compound rate of 23 
per cent over the five years the 
value of the shares wfll fall to 
60 per cent of the initial sum 
paid. Alternatively, if the 
group achieves a compound , 
growth rate of 10 per cent the 
value will rise substantially. 

Jupiter Tyndall reported a 
55 per cent leap in pre-tax 
profits to £14.6 million in the 
year to December 31. Earn¬ 
ings per share rose from 22.1p 
to 32p and the group is paying 
a second interim dividend of 
lOp. making a total of I6p. 


Invesco raises its 
full-year dividend 

SHAREHOLDERS of Invesco. the international fund 
manaeer. were rewarded for their patience yesterday when 
the eroup raised the fuJI-year dividend 36 per cent to 4.75p. 
Invesco which was almost shut down by Iraro, the regulator, 
in 1993 for breaching rules, is the latest company to use 
foreien income dividends (FIDs) as a means of inerrasmg the 
savour to shareholders. The final dividend wasjiftedlpto 
35p. Charles Brady, chairman, said without me HD me 
year's dividend would have been between 33p and 4p. 

In spite of difficult market conditions pre-tax profits rose 
from G3.4 million to G9.3 million in the year to Deamba- 
31 Profit was struck after a net exceptional profit pi £300,000, 
which included £2 million of redundancy costs, compared 
with a loss of £2 million last time. Funds under management 
slipped £3 billion to £42 billion. Of the fall. £1.8 billion was 
due to the movement in the dollar-sieriing exchange rale, 
while about £300 million was due to a drop in underlying 
business. Mr Brady said the group had contained co sts an d 
lifted operating margins. The workforce worldwide dropped 
about 100 to 1343 during the year, and the group expects 
further losses as it continues to introduce new technology. 

Higgs & Hill marks time 

HIGGS & HILL, the construction company, is again holding 
the total dividend at 15p a share after maintaining 1994 pre¬ 
tax profits virtually unchanged at £13 million (£123 million!. 
The final dividend is unchanged at I.5p. due June 7. Earnings 
rose to J .6p a share from 0.3p but still failed to cover dividend 
costs. Turnover rose to £2882 million (£2623 million). ’Hie 
company highlighted a reduction in construction division 
losses to £223.000 from £2.08 million. But property profits fell 
to £1 million from £4 million, while housing profits were mar¬ 
ginally ahead at £2.7 million, compared with £235 million. 

Littlechild criticised 

EAST MIDLANDS ELECTRICITY criticised Professor 
Stephen Littlechild’s latest review of price controls, saying the. 
industry regulator’s report had “damaged confidence in the 
framework of incentive regulation" Norman Askew, chief 
executive, said: This is in no-one’s interests.’’ East Midlands 
yesterday announced a reduction in electricity prices of an 
average 1.4 per cent from next month. The company said thau 
domestic customers will have benefited from an overall 12 per 
cent reduction in real terms over the past three years. 

Pennington, page 23 

Alexon defers payment 

ALEXON, the women swear group, is deferring payment on its 
preference shares in a bid to conserve cash and keep gearing 
down. Mike Jones, finance director, said preference sharehola^ 
ers would not be paid until die company had achieved a 
sustained level of profitability. The derision will save £1.6. 
million a year. The group's bilkers have agreed to provide a 
new two-year facility. Alexon is struggling under £113 million 
of debt, a legacy of the over-ambitious expansion. Pre-tax 
losses were reduced to G.7 million from £12 million in the year 
to January 28. Again there is no dividend. Tempos, page 24. 


Kwik Save 
to cut 
470jobs 

By Susan Gilchrist 

KWIK SAVE, the discount 
supermarket chain, is axing 
470 jobs as pari of a 
reorganisation of its distribu¬ 
tion operations at a cost of 
about £9 rniilion. 

The jobs will go at its 
distribution centres in 
Prestatyn. Clwyd. and Frog- 
more. Hertfordshire, and at a 
temporary warehouse in 
Winsford. Cheshire. 

Kwik Save is opening a 
distribution centre in 
Wellingborough. Northamp¬ 
tonshire. in June. 

Derek Pretty, finance direc¬ 
tor, said the group had origi¬ 
nally hoped to keep the other 
depots open in addition to the 
Wellingborough site, but 
Kwik Save had been forced to 
review its position because of a 
deterioration in its trading 
performance. 

The Wellingborough site 
will cost £27 million and will 
eventually employ 500 staff. 

□ Fisons, the pharmaceutical 
group, is axing about 200 jobs 
and moving its head office to 
London as part of restructur¬ 
ing aimed at restoring its 
flagging fortunes. 

The group is closing three 
head offices in a move that 
severs the company’s links 
with Ipswich, the town in 
which Fisons has had a pres¬ 
ence for more than 150 years. 
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USA/CANADA 


31 
78 

AUSTRALIA 20/28 52 

NEW ZEALAND 40 52 

68 


SINGAPORE 40 70 

SOUTH AFRICA 44/60 77 

HONG KONG 40 70 


COLOMBIA 

ISRAEL 

MALAYSIA 


Sir Andrew plans a really 
useful venue for musicals 


at your 
rales. 


CALL NOW - FREE NO-OBLIGATION QUOTATION - 

guaranteed for up to 90 days. 

• FREE £t BT 
PHONECARD 

after you receive 
your quote 

FOR YOUR EXPRESS QUOTATION CALL FREE 

0500 747 700 

AND QUOTE REFERENCE NO. P707 
Unas open 8am to 8pn Hon-Fri. 9am to 1pm Sat 

'DrUlb available wflen y ju ask br a quoiartan nm offer applies 10 the UX Mainland only 

LAND/WARK 


Member companies of Amenun Inicmauonal Group, me Landmark Insurance Company Umiied is a member or the 
Association or British Insurers and the Insurance Ombudsman Bureau 


By Jon Ashworth 

SIR Andrew Lioyd Webber is 
exploring tihe possibility of 
building a new theatre for 
musicals in Londoa linked to 
a gallery to house his priceless 
art collection. The composer 
hopes millions of pounds of 
royalties from his shows can 
be diverted into new ventures. 

Sir Andrew said there was a 
pressing need for a new 
London venue. “There are no 
musical houses which it is 
likely we will be able to play in 
in the next three or four years," 
he said. 

“London needs a privately 
built, proper, big music house 
again. Why not let's fry and 
make something that is archi¬ 
tecturally exciting and could 
be linked into my longer term 
project, that I’d really love to 
have a gallery in the end for 
my coflection of art in London. 
I don't desperately want some 

other great big site off Shaftes¬ 
bury Avenue. I’d prefer to be 



Sir Andrew: “why not try?” 


somewhere new and a little 
bit original." 

The Really Useful Group, 
in which he is a 70 per cent 
shareholder but with whom 
he has few day-to-day deal¬ 
ings. hopes to invest £100 
million in various project over 
the next five yean;. It is 
building two new theatres in 
Germany and Switzerland to 


stage nothing but Andrew 
Lloyd Webber musicals. 

Patrick McKenna, chair¬ 
man and chief executive, is 
exploring plans for a theatre 
complex in Las Vegas. A film 
division has opened in Los 
Angeles. The company is also 
considering joining a consor¬ 
tium to bid for the Channel 5 
television licence. 

The group, which employs 
more than 4,000 people 
worldwide, yesterday an- 
nounced pmax profits of 
£46.2 million (£3322 million} 
for the year to June 30,1994. 

Sir Andrew, who received 
about £133 million in divid¬ 
ends last year on top of his 
£113 million salary, has indio 
ated that he would like more 
of his dividend income chan¬ 
nelled back into the company 

He said: “I’d far prefer to 
see that we had in the com¬ 
pany the money to build the 
theatre that I’m talking about 
iVe got my composing in¬ 
come, so I m fine anyway." 


SWIFTCALL 

Weekend special 
AUSTRALIA 20p- 
SOUTH AFRICA .44? 

* per minute, weekend 
: special 9pm Fri-9am Moo. 


EASY INSTANT 
CONNECTION 

LONDON 

0171 
488 2001 

Manchester oisi 2*52001 
GLASGOW 0141 6162001 

oubun (at) on wst 
Belfast mz32 siasm 
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□ Germany has lanced currency imbalance □ Sharing water’s gains □ Northern should say no 


□ HANS TIETMEYER-S mask¬ 
ed intervention in the currency 
battle of the past month had aU 
the drama of Blikher's late 
arrival on the Beld at Waterloo. It 
was not quite as important. For 
many an economy round the 
world, however, it could mark 
the day when things looked up. 

Currency turmoil nearly al¬ 
ways spring from financial im¬ 
balances. if not fundamental 
economic ones. The latest one 
sprang from what seemed to be 
matching but opposite turns in 
interest rates. In America, where 
rates had risen steadily month 
by month. Federal Reserve chair¬ 
man Alan Greenspan suggested 
that this phase might pause, if 
not stop altogether. Economic 
growth had duly moderated and 
inflation was not accelerating. 

In Germany, where short-term 
rates had progressively fallen 
since the move into recession, 
they seemed to have reached 
rod: bottom. True, money supply 
growth had been brought under 
control But the economy was 
chugging ahead and rales could 
only rise to keep it in check. 
Much the same applied in Japan. 
As the grande arm&e of cor¬ 
porate traders and speculators 
tried to absorb the implications, 
the dollar plunged, while yen 
and mark were buoyed ever up. 

In theory, all such trends 
finally come to a natural limit, 
pass it by< but are eventually 


reined back by the elastic of 
common sense. In practice, the 
grande arm&c's cavalry, harried 
py occasionally allied official 
forces, continues to charge until 
the cause of imbalance shifts. 

The direction of that shift is 
therefore important. It sets the 
pattern for the next financial 
phase. If that lasts, it can set the 
economic tone too. The dollar/ 
mark/yen dance could have been 
stopped by interest rates rises in 
America, as well as among 
central members of the ERM 
and even in Britain—despite the 
sudden apparent disdain of the 
Treasury and Bank of England 
for the inflationary implications 
of a weak exchange rate. 

Instead, the Bundesbank has 
cut rates. And by acting late, 
rather titan when currency ex¬ 
perts half-expected a friendly 
gesture, it has caught specu¬ 
lators by surprise and had a 
much greater impact. It may 
have been a dose-run thing, but 
the right side looks like winning. 

Herr Tietmeyer’s reasoning 
need not be explored too tar. to 
save British embarrassment. 
True to form, the Bundesbank 
argued that it was acting on 


A close-run thing 


S urely domestic considerations. 

ut that included attaching an 
imponanr anti-inflationary im¬ 
pact to the rising mark. 

Who cares, so long as the 
markets think this is credible? 
And if Japan manages a further 
cut in its already-low discount 
rate, so much the better, both for 
the dollar and for Japanese 
firms. For once the market 
reaction is correct. A cut in 
interest rates at this time in the 
cycle is a true sign of confidence 
that inflation is under control. If 
it holds, the world economy, and 
the British economy, will be 
ring faster next year and 


New version of 
old values 

□ NORTH West Water is trying 
hard to revive the image of 
utilities that balance interests of 
customers and shareholders. But 
is it too late? The idea of relating 
price rebates to extra dividends, 
commended by regulator Ion 

K dates bade to November, 
North West’s new chief 
executive presented his corporate 



strategy. Since then, the donate 
has dtanged. The barometer was 
already shifting to stormy: an 
unremitting scafrergun political 
campaign against privatised util¬ 
ities thundered on tong after the 
water and electricity price re¬ 
views. The needle swung finally 
in December, when Trafalgar 
House bid for Northern Electric, 
prompting Northern to unveil an 
unsuspected gold vault and its 
regulator to all a rerun of his 
pnee review. 

The expiry of golden shares 
has opened the way for utility 
bids, giving Q’ty investors far 
more power. They want to 
squeeze above-average perfor¬ 
mance from utility shares, whose 
virtue should be steadiness. 
Electricity companies had cash 


to dispense. Bui even water 
companies have come under 
pressure to pay out more and 
raise gearing to more financially 
optimum levels. This breaks the 
soda! contract because about a 
quarter of a water tall goes to 
capital spending. If companies 

charg^tess without hurting 
investors- 

Mr Byarfs warning over divi¬ 
dend rises implies max. Water 
companies that buy their own 
shares, for instance; court trou¬ 
ble. By contrast, the regulator 
has tong believed in sharing 
efficiency gains. Wdsh Water, 
which voluntarily restrained 
prices, earned a more generous 
review of limits than some 
investors feared. 

The sharing of rewards stiB 
allows Neath West to make a 
special payment adding 16 
cent to its dividend and to 
annual real increases w 
more than 53 per cent, 
sounds as though e v eryone can 
be happy. In me new donate, 
however, customers may fed 
such rises excessive, implying 
that companies pulled a fast one 
last summer. If Lyonnaise bids 


for Nortintmfcaian Water, there 
might be just as strong a case to 
tear up the water review as there 
was in dearidty. 

Mr Wyser-Pratte’s 
bid for power 

□ TODAY is showdown day for 
Northern Electric, the day its 
directors finally show what they 
are made of m the face of a 
mounting campaign by dis¬ 
affected shareholders rowed of 
their rights. Or rarher.it isn’t. 

The lingering row over 
whether Northern should have 


is begmxung to took 
?one of those mesome cases of 
corporate arm-wrestling that 
drags on for so long that all 
involved but the respective sets of 
lawyers are praying it will one 
day end. Guy Wyser-Pratte, New 
York lawyer turned arbitrageur, 
has set a deadline of midnight to¬ 
night for Northern to negotiate 
or permit a new offer from Tra¬ 
falgar, or he wifi call an EGM 
and compel directors to do so. 

Northern will, if it is sensible, 
do nothing of the kind. Mr 


wyser-Prane*s letter to the com¬ 
pany displays a weak grasp of 
UK corporate law even u it does 
not. as Northern claims, add up 
to outright defamation. Mr 
Wyser-Pratle can probably club 
together with other share¬ 
holders, such as Salomon with 6 
per cent, to gain the 10 per cent 
needed to call the meeting. 

Precious little can happen 
thereafter. If Northern is sent 
rwith a mandate to talk with 
Igar. those negotiations are 
likely to be, ahem, lengthy. 
Nothing has (hanged since the 
directors said they could not 
recommend a bid. and nothing 
can force them to do so while 
future charges are unknown. 
Disaffected shareholders could 
eventually, with enough support, 
throw the entire board out, but 
that is one threat Mr Wyser- 
Pratte has drawn back from. 

Fax menace 

□ ACCEPTANCE of English 
law that gives contractual force 


London's preeminence in snip- 
broking. A US court has ruled 
that such deals for chartering, 
selling or buying ships are not 
binding if 0% subsequent sign¬ 
ing of a formal document is 
foreseen. This must be reversed. 
Otherwise, a dangerous prece¬ 
dent will be set for City markets 
for beyond the Baltic Exchange. 


Redland to 


invest by 
cutting 
dividends 

By Martin Waller 


IN SPITE OF scouring profits 
and strong trading in Ger¬ 
many, one of its core markets, 
Redland, the building mater¬ 
ials concern, is cutting sharply 
back on dividends for 1994. 

Pre-tax profits last year were 
34 per cent higher at G73 
million, with improvements 
made in all the group’s mar¬ 
kets except North America. But 
Redland is cutting its final 
dividend by a third to ll.lTp 
and indicating a fimilarreduc¬ 
tion, to 55p, for tiie this year. 

This reduces the total for last 
year to 19.42p. (2Sp). and indi¬ 
cates a total for 1995 of about 
16.6p. Last years payment was 
covered by earnings per share 
upfram26.1pto33p. 

The company says it needs to 
conserve cash to fund forth¬ 
coming capital investment, 
while foe tax regime and foe 
high level of earnings coming 
from abroad make foe current 
level of payment uneconomic. 

But the stock market re¬ 
sponded badly to the news. The 
shares fell 22p to 445p. Ana¬ 
lysts were also reacting to 
caution from foe company 
about prospects for the British 
economy in foe current year. 

Robert Napier, Redlands 
chief executive, said: “The re¬ 
covery in the UK is going to be 
less buoyant and less strong 
than we may have expected a 


year or two ago" He said foe 
board believed it necessary to 
increase foe annual level of 
investment to protect foe 
group's position in increasing¬ 
ly comprative markets. It was 
£174 mfilion in 1994, up from 
£138 million in 1993, and £210 
million is expected in 1995. 

In addition, the heavy earn¬ 
ings from Germany coupled 
with the sluggish growth ex¬ 
pected from Britain had left 
the group with ; a substantial 
prottem of unrelieved Ad¬ 
vanced Corporation Tax. A 
reduction of a third in divi¬ 
dend payments this year 
would save foe company £43 
million and produce a further 
£11 million tax advantage. 

Redland also announced 
further measures to improve 
cash flow. The sale of its half¬ 
share in Monier, foe Aust¬ 
ralian roofing and bricks oper¬ 
ation, to CSR, its partner, will 
bring in A$195 million (£90 
million}. Redland is also re¬ 
paying A$250 mfilion of its 
auction rate preferred stock, 
which will further reduce un¬ 
relieved ACT. 

Mr Napier said it was too 
early to predict the outcome 
for 1995, but recent Dutch and 
German housing permit data 
were encouraging. _ 
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Amec says 
1996 will 
be better 

By Martin Barrow 


Booker’s 
recipe 
for growth 

By Susan Giumust 


AMEC the . gmeering and 
construction group, said that 
the lack of recovery in its UK 
markets will make 1995 
another difficult year, but it 
expects to make progress in its 
overall trading position and 
sees prospats for further im¬ 
provement in 1996. 

Short-term growth pros¬ 
pects for UK engineering and 
construction activities will be 
limited, and Amec said it will 
continue to reduce its involve- 
i merit in low margin tradition¬ 
al contracting in favour of 
higher added value projects. 
Profitability should improve 
and the overseas order book 
increase by 35 per cent 
Operating profits rose to 
£28.6 million from 265million 
in spits of a £33 million loss 
on foe sale of Trafalgar Place, 
D Brighton, the company’s final 
speculative property 
development. 

■ Sir Alan Codtshaw. chair¬ 
man. said Amec enjoyed a 
good order book, with stron- 
t: ger overseas content and bet¬ 
ter margin prospects. 

Amec is holding the 1994 
a dividend at 3p a share after 
returning taxable profits al¬ 
most unchanged at £20 mil¬ 
lion, compared with £20.4 
million in 1993. on turnover of 
£1.96 billion (£2.19 billion). 
Earnings of 4.2p a share 
compared with 3.6p previous¬ 
ly The final dividend of 13p is 
due July 3. The shares rose 9p 
to71p- 


BOOKER, the food group, is 
confident of progress in the 
year ahead after a period of 
major reorganisation which it 
claims has laid the founda¬ 
tions for ftiture profit growth. 

The group made pre-tax 
profits before exceptional 
items of £90.1 nriUioa in foe 
year to December 31, up from 
£69.8 million and at foe top 
end of analysts’ expectations. 

The bottom line, however, 
was depressed by exceptional 
charges of £203 mfilion relat¬ 
ing to the rationalisation of 
foe group in foe past year. 

Charles Bowen, who was 
brought in as chief executive 
just under two years ago. said 
the group had achieved its 
short-term priorities of gener¬ 
ating more cash, selling pe¬ 
ripheral businesses and 
improving management 
controL 

Mr Bowen said the empha¬ 
sis would now shift towards 
driving profit growth through 
greater efficiency and 
Investment 

The group plans to invest 
£35 million over the next three 

years in information technol¬ 
ogy, vehicles and fittings and 
£60 million in externally- 
financed property. 

A final dividend of 14.7p 
{R25pJ brings the total payout 
to 214p (21.75p). 

Shareho lders will be paid 
on July 3. _ 
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If you’re 
in favour of 
cleaner, 
greener, more 
competitive 
industry, 

sign here. 


We need your support 

April 10th sees the launch of a major new initiative called 
the Eco-Managomeut and Audit Scheme far EMAS). 

EMAS is based on a simple principle - that good environ¬ 
mental management is sound commercial sense. 

Ith a powerful opportunity to reduce waste, cut costs, raise 
efficiency, and enhance corporate reputation. 

The scheme has the full backing of the UK Government, 
the CBI, and leading industrial organisations. But if EMAS is 
to be a real success, it also needs you. 

Whaft Involved? 

EMAS is a completely voluntary scheme for indi- 
vidnal industrial rites, and for companies of all 
sizes. It does not impose external standards. Instead, 
it harnesses the commitment of your managers, to 
set realistic targets and perform against them. 

EMAS does not replace existing industry 


standards such as BS 7750. In foot you can use BS 7750 to help 
you register. But EMAS is different in two important respects. 

First, it is recognised throughout Europe. 

Second, it ratls for your achievements to be communicated 
to die general public. 

The EMAS symbol will be a badge of good management 
practice throughout die European Community, and will carry 
influence with consumers, employees, investors, insurers, 
regulators and the media. 

Add your name 

F or more information, together with foil details of 
how to register, please complete the coupon and maD 
or fox to: Cameron Clark, Hie UK Competent Body 
for the EC Eco-Management and Audit Scheme, 
Departm ent of the Environment, Room Cl 1/21, 
2 Maraham Street, London, SW1P 3EB. Telephone; 
0171 276 3377. Or fox: 0171 276 3731. 
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Sir Ranald Hampel 
Chief Executive, ICI 


VcA-Uv- 



Sir Fred HoDic 

Chairman, Northumbrian Wirier Groujyfrlc 



Managing Director, Design to Distribution (D2D) Ltd 





Name 


Position 


Address 


Postcode 


Tel 


Nature of business 


Size of organisation 


TIM/S 


Mail or fax to: Cameron dark. The UK Competent Body 


of the Environment, Room C11/21, 2 Maraham Street, 
London, SW1P 3EB. 

Telephone: 0171 276 3377, Or fir 0171 276 3731. . ■ 
---- 
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German cut lifts shares 
to seven-month record 


MAJOR INDICES 

New York (midday): 

Daw Jons_-_4170.4B l*9.6Si 

SAP Composite- 30CL75 f-0-371 

Tokyo: 

Nlktel Average ... 1651123 l*5IAOj 

Hong Kong: 

Hang Sene_8676.171-5658) 

Amsterdam: 

EOE index_ 399.97 1*6.87) 


SHARES continued their bull 
run and raced to a seven- 
month high after the 
Bundesbank surprised City 
traders with a 05 per cent cut 
in its key discount rate to 4 per 
ceil, boosting hopes that Ger¬ 
many's move will delay 
another rise in UK interest 
rates. 

Shares opened slightly low¬ 
er. depressed by an early sell 
program, in spite of another 
record-breaking performance 
overnight in New York. But 
the German rate cut, a rally 
for gilts and futures, and 
another positive start to trad¬ 
ing on Wall Street combined to 
squeeze prices in London 
sharply higher. 

The FT-SE 100 index, down 
10.6 at one stage, surged 413 
points before late profit-taking 
saw the index finish up 33.9 at 
3.1762. The FT-SE 250 gained 
16 S to 3.438.6. 

Volume, swollen by bed- 
and-breakfast deals and more 
program trades, reached S10.7 
million shares. Trade was also 
boosted by the inflow of cash 
from Wellcome shareholders 
who gained from the 9 billion 
bid from Glaxo, up 7p to 7J7p. 

International stocks had a 
good day as the dollar recov¬ 
ered. though results and trad¬ 
ing statements again domi¬ 
nated activity. 

Red land, the building ma¬ 
terials group, tumbled 30‘zp 
to 436p, before recovering to 
close at 445p. down 22p. It 
surprised the market by cut¬ 
ting its dividend 33 per cent to 
provide funds for investment. 
Redland, where Robert Napi¬ 
er is chief executive, is cutting 
its total dividend to I9.42p 
|25p), with plans to reduce 
1995’s interim payout by 33 per 
cent to 55p. in spite of report¬ 
ing a 34 per cent advance in 
pre-tax profits to £373 million, 
which was at the top end of 
market expectations. 

RMC dipped op to £10.05 in 
sympathy, though brokers ad¬ 
vised a switch out of Redland 
into RMC and Tarmac, up 
2*2 p to I14p. 

British Aerospace held 
steady at 486p. in spite of 
launching a E3S3 million cash 
call in a two-part rights issue, 
equivalent to a one-for-five at 
430p a share and a one-fbr-25 
issue of warrants. The move 
reinstates the second pan of 
last year's rights issue which 
lapsed when BAe's bid for 
VSEL was referred to the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 

The MMC is due to report 
its findings next month and 
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COMMODITY EXCHANGE 
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COMMISSION 

Average Zamora prices ai representative 
markets on March 29 



Robert Napier, of Redland. surprised with a lower payout 


BAe wants flexibility to fund a 
cash element m a bid for 
VSEL up 12p to £15-55. 

British Steel firmed 4 i zp to 
I60p, on volume Of 112 million 
shares, after brokers upgrad¬ 
ed their profit estimates on 
expectations of price increases 
in the UK and continental 
Europe. UBS. the company’s 
broker which remains a buyer 
of the stock, is understood to 


vestment programme of more 
than E180 mDlion over the next 
five years. North West also 
said future dividend policy 
will include a fall in dividend 
cover to two times by the year 
2000. 

Shares in Cookson, the 
industrial material group, 
rose 4p to 207p. and the fully- 
paid 5p to 207p, on relief at a 
96.3 per cent take-up for its 


Medeva fell 8p to 207p after BOC Group, up Up to 707p. filed a 
lawsuit in America against four former employees and Medeva’s 
Inhalon Pharmaceuticals subsidiary for alleged misuse of trade 
secrets. Medeva said the allegations are without foundation and 
will defend its position vigorously, and may counter-claim. 


have raised its 1995 profit 
forecast from £475 million to 
£500 million, with its estimate 
for 1996 increased from £675 
million to £800 million. 

North West Water rose I5p 
to 543p after confirming plans 
to pass on £3? million in 
efficiency sains through a 
special dividend of 3.Sp a 
share and a £6.50 rebate to 
customers. Together with 
plans for a discretionary' in¬ 


recent £193 million rights is¬ 
sue. at 175p a share, which was 
Cookson’s third cash call in 
three years. The rump of the 
issue, amounting to 42 mil¬ 
lion shares, has been placed 
by Cazenove at a price of 

201 >2 p. 

Next up lip to 291p, was on 
the rise again, this time boost¬ 
ed by a buy recommendation 
from Bikuben Securities, 
which says there is further 


BRITISH STEEL: FORECASTS RAISED ON 
HOPES OF HIGHER STEEL PRICES 
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upside scope in spite of outper¬ 
forming the market by 28 per 
cent in the past year. 

Smith & Nephew, the 
Elastoplast healthcare group, 
added Ip to lTO^p. on heavy 
volume of 22.9 million shares, 
with rumours of a big acquisi¬ 
tion. or a bid. in the pipeline. 
Possible bidders are said to 
indude Johsnon & Johnson of 
the US, Procter & Gamble and 
Unilever, up 7p to £12-22. 

Selected brewing stocks 
were also in demand after 
broker recommendations, 
said to have come from James 
Capel. with Scottish & 
Newcastle, where news is 
awaited on Courage. 15p high¬ 
er at 529p, while Bass rose I2p 
to 548p and Whitbread 9p to 
559p. 

Fisons. the subject of 
persistant bid speculation, 
finned lp to 181p. on volume of 
538 million shares, as the 
group unvelied a reorgani¬ 
sation that includes 200 ad¬ 
ministrative job cuts. 

Jupiter Tyndall, the UK 
fund manager, jumped 16p to 
4l8p on news that Commerz- 
bankof Germany plans to buy 
75 per cent of the company as 
part of an offer, at 420p a 
share, valuing JT at £169 
million. In addition to the 
420p a share, shareholders 
will receive a second interim 
dividend of 10 p. 

Market newcomer PTS 
Group had a modest debut, 
ending at 92p. giving a first- 
day premium of 2 p. 

□ GILT-EDGED-. Gilts had a 
quiet start until the surprise 
German interest rate cut, 
which saw the June future 
race above £104. before profit¬ 
taking settled it at £ 103 s / 32 , 
up 18 ticks, on heavy volume of 
75,000. Among conventional 
stocks, guns extended to £ 3 4 in 
longs, while index-linked rose 
El. 

The Bank of England also 
unveiled the Treasury’s remil 
giving details of next year's 
funding. The Bank expects 
eight auctions next year, each 
brtween £2 billion and £3 
billion. 

Steve Scon, gilts analyst at 
Kleinwort Benson, said: “We 
broadly agree with the expec¬ 
tation of selling about £23 
billion of gilts next year and 
look forward to the gradual 
increase in liquidity in index- 
linked.” 

□ NEW YORK: US shares 
were mostly better as cydicals 
attracted buyers. At midday, 
the Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age was up 9.68 points at 
4,170.48. 
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CT8.0 
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THERE were munerines in the City la-«t 
JanuaT' 1 when British Aerospace announced 
its tie-up with aTR. the Franco! ralian aircraft 
manufacturer. They pointed io BAes two- 
tranche ‘‘trombone" rights issue of tne 
previous November, designed to knock out 
GECS competing bid for VSEL the i s “ br J a ‘ 
rine maker. Unkind gossips remarked that 
the first E170 million of the cash call — tiie bit 
that did not lapse when the bids w ere referred 
to the MMC - was almost enough to fill the 
£215 million write-off in BAe’s accounts 
needed to pay for die rransfer of iff cinl 
aircraft business into the joint venture. 

BAe went out of its way yesterday to make 
Trombone II look squeak}' dean. The com¬ 
pany is raising, in broad terms, the same 
amount for its second joust at VSEL but 
several things look better. To scotch rumours 


that the company knew about the civil aritraft 
writeoffs last time. BAe is promising that dl; 
of the f 170 million raised in November winbe 
applied io a new bid. ffthe bid never happen* 
the first £94 million tranche is returned with 

interest and shareholders are left with a 
Highlv geared warrant with which to p/ay and : 
which could be worth some money when 

trading starts. . ' . 

BAe reckons its new trombone will cost less 
than £3 million if the Government decides to ; 
block the bid. compared with the £10 million 
cost of its initial horn of plenty. That is good 
and the warrants, which could rais e a fu rther 
£100 million, may become an interesting 
aerospace play. But the market is still left with 
feeling that at every twist and turn down 
BAe's road to recovery, there is a gatekeeper 
collecting a toll. 


Redland 


WHETHER Redland is cut¬ 
ting its dividend because of 
unfair tax treatment — the 
company has the temerity to 
earn money abroad — or 
because it is belatedly biting 
the ballet on cash flow 
grounds is a matter of debate. 
~ .Although the market sus¬ 
pected a rebasing of divi¬ 
dend payments, the share 
price till yesterday indicates 
the level of surprise. Redland 
shares the Blue Cirde In¬ 
dustries view that the de¬ 
cline in construction orders 
makes prospects for the sec¬ 
ond half in Britain highly 
uncertain. The problem of 
unrelieved ACT can only get 
worse and there will proba¬ 
bly have to be a further small 
write-off in die current year 
because UK earnings will 
still fall short of the £100 
million needed to cover it 
Redland needs to boost capi- 

Booker 

LESS than two years into the 
job and Charles Bowen, te 
chief executive of Booker, is 
proving as good as his word. 
The group is now far more 
focused than in the past and 
is generating strong cash 
flow. 

The group achieved a net 
cash inflow of E50.7 million 
before acquisitions and dis¬ 
posals despite capital expen¬ 
diture of £51.0 million. This 
reflects the significant strides 
made in controlling working 
capital and suggests that 
Booker is well placed to fund 
the £35 million needed id sort 
out the w holesaling distribu¬ 
tion network. 

It can also make further 
inroads into gearing, current¬ 
ly at 69 per cent, leaving the 
way dear for acquisitions to 
bolster its core businesses. 
Mr Bowen is prepared to 
spend up io £300 million to 
buy some £30 million of 
earnings over the next three 
years. 

Now that the cash flow 
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- 0.7052-0.7142 

- 7-0235-7X634 
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31 1.900 

ASDA Gp 10,000 
Abbey Nail 2X00 
AUd Dom 2000 
Argyll Gp 5/00 
AlJoWlggn 2900 
A B Foods 1.900 
BAA Z2CO 

BAT IndS 6.40) 
BOC 888 

bp loan 

BTR 10X00 

BT 12000 

Bk of Scot 8,400 
Barclays 4.900 
Bass 3.100 

Blue Clide 5.300 
BOOS 1.900 
Bowaler (.100 
Bril Aero 1300 

Brit Alrwys 4.900 

Brli Gas loan 

Bril Steel 17.000 

Bunrnti Csil 218 
cable wire 8.900 
Cadbury 5J00 
Condon 5.400 
CBrilOnCms 689 

on union 4.«n 

COUrtauldS 1400 
De La Rue 1.900 
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24848-25313 
45,40-46-53 
8-8630-8.9360 
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204.91-20640 
2744.70-277440 
22321-22588 
14978-14136 
_ 9.9460-100650 

— 7.8390-74890 

114360-11.9360 
141.97-143 J5 
1541-15.86 
1.8326-2.8792 



1 month 

3 month 
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EnterfiroU 

1100 

1524&ZS313 
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42W 
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Spr-par 
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GRE 
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Gdrt EIK 

5.100 
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I59-I82d5 

Glaxo 
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0294X41(15 

061-0.760 J 

Grand Met 

8.700 


1.5978-14998 0.03-001 pr i3.lfrfl.12pr Guinness 5.400 
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7470O , ?4890 
11.9QSM 1.9360 
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1541-15-86 
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Premium ■ pr. Discount • 


Hanson 12000 
ICI 754 

inchcape 3.900 
Kingfisher 1.700 
ladbroke 7400 
Land Secs 1.400 


Legal ft Gn 
Lloyds Bk 
MEPC 
Maris spr 
Naiwst Bit 
Nai Power 
NHj wst w 
PftO 
Pearson 
PowerGen 
Prudendal 
RMC 
RTZ 

Rank Org 
Reddtl Col 
Redland 
Reed Inti 
RemoUl 
Reuters 
Rolls Roycc 
Ryl ins 
Ryl Bk Scot 

Salnsbury 
Schroden 
Scot ft New 
Scoi Power 
Sears 
Svm Titan 
Shell Trans 
Slebe 
smKJ Bch 
Smith Npn 
sihem Elec 
StdCrtarM 
Sun Allnce 
Ti Gp 
TSB 

TUicft Lyle 

Tesco 

Thames w 

Thm EMI 

Tomkins 

Unilever 

utd Blsc 

voda/one 

Warburg 

Whitbread 

Wilms Hid 

wolseley 

Zeneca 


tal investment by £35 million 
but does not have the earn¬ 
ings to do so — last year’s 
dividend was barely covered 
and 199TS was not covered at 
all. The basket of measures 
will provide additional cash 
flow of £87 million this year. 
£25 million from jacking up 
dividends from the Braas 
operation, where the heavy 
capital investment pro¬ 


gramme to cope with unifica¬ 
tion is largely over. 

The shares, on die indicat¬ 
ed level of dividends this 
year, yield 4.7 per cent, which 
is a little more like the 
market average, and sell on 
12 times' earnings. Although 
probably undeserved, the 
market’s disenchantment 
with the stock looks set to 
continue for now. 
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Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar 


position has been improed, 
the task now is to start 
driving profits. Mr Bowen 
recognises that, in the diffi¬ 
cult markets in which Booker 
operates, this can only come 
from taking costs out and 
improving efficiency. The in¬ 
vestment in rationalising its 
distribution infrastructure 
will do just that 

While the outlook is prom¬ 
ising. die shares, on a pro¬ 
spective p/e of 13 times, are 
up with events. 

Alexon 

DROPPING the preference 
dividend is the corporate 
equivalent of a political party 
sacking its leader before the 
election — the penultimate 
step before the final end. 
Alexon's battered sharehold¬ 
ers may therefore be in need 
of some reassurance. 

The E1.6 million, including 
tax, is not being paid to the 
preference holders because 
the company cannot afford it 
but because it is not a sensi¬ 
ble use of the company’s 


cash, a point brought forcibly 
home to the Alexon manage¬ 
ment by its bankers before 
they agreed a new two-year 
facility. The payment is not 
cancelled; it is merely de¬ 
ferred until the company can 
afford it 

Alexon's ill-timed expan¬ 
sion of its Dash name arose 
out of confusion between 
small in-store concessions, 
ideally suited to selling a 
brand tike Dash because of 
the heavy throughput of 
shoppers headed for that 
stored other attractions, and 
dedicated stand-alone high 
street sites that could not 
hope to pull in the custom by 
themselves. Alexon. having 
started with 80 such sites, is 
now down to about 18. many 
of the rest having beat con¬ 
verted to the more suitable 
Ann Harvey brand. 

At the preinterea line, the 
group almost scraped into 
the black last year, a sharp 
improvement and an indica¬ 
tion that a return to profits, 
while limited, is in prospect 
this year. 
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“Flsons want oar 
shirts back — they're 
leaving Ipswich 

Weighty matters 

JOHN HOWELL, Ernst* 
Voting's senior partner for 
the former So via bloc, 
found hims elf at die “Brit¬ 
ain in the World” confer¬ 
ence in Westminster be¬ 
side Jeremy Paxman. the 
BBC’s Rottweiler TV pres¬ 
enter. and Will Hutton. 
Guardian economics edi¬ 
tor, during a pit stop in the 
gents. What amused Dr 
Howell was that Hutton 
and Paxman were less 
preoccupied by the future 
shape of the nation than 
by which of their books 
had sold die most. 

Hot water 

MICHAEL GREEN, for¬ 
mer ITN industrial corres¬ 
pondent was celebrating 
this weds. For the past two 
years, he has slogged away 
as communications direc¬ 
tor at British CoaL Now, 
with most of the assets 
sold, he has been hired as 
chief UK spokesman for 
Compagnie G6n£rale des 
Eaux. the French utility. If 
he was after a quiet Kfc 
he may need to think 
again. One of COE’S top 
men has this week been 
helping M Plod in his in¬ 
quiries into payments to 
Communist Party officials 
in La Reunion. Out of die 
frying pan? 

OVGALD EADIE, who 
joined Henderson Admin¬ 
istration last November 
as head of the pension 
fund, has been" head hun- 
/etT as group managing 
director next month. 

Coun Campbell 


The tide turns at last 
for water customers 


CITY 

DIARY 

-—♦- 

Unkin dest cuts 
of all 

I HOPE Sir Robin Big- 
gam does not believe in 
voodoo dolls. Alan Dia¬ 
mond. consultant ax Red- 
mayne Bentley, the broker, 
would like to stick pins 
into his corporate soul, 
believing Sir Robin is a bit 
of a Jonah for investors 
who rely on steady divi¬ 
dends. Sir Robin is a non¬ 
executive director of Red- 
land which yesterday cut 
hs dividend. He also 
chairs BlCC. which an¬ 
nounced a dividend cut in 
March, and a non-execu¬ 
tive director of BAe, which 
yesterday made an unex¬ 
pected rights call for £383 
million. Mr Diamond is 
veiy concerned about 
steady dividend income 
for charities. “Red!and 
was always such a depend¬ 
able dividend payer and 
held it through the reces¬ 
sion. If only there was a 33 
per cent cut in directors' 
pay to match dividend 
cuts, charities might not 
feel so wounded,” he said. 

Opera first 

THE Barings Foundation, 
may have been forced to 
restrict its largesse; bat is 
still doing its bit for opera. 
As well as covering the 
costs for the English Nat¬ 
ional Opera’s appeal for 
young singers, it has of¬ 
fered to match donations 
received by today up to an 
£80.000 limit. When this 
was announced before cur¬ 
tain up at Wednesday 
night’s performance of 
Don Giovanni, some 
members of the audience 
thought they were being 
asked to stump up for 
distressed Barings's direc¬ 
tors. “You heard a hollow 
laugh all round the the¬ 
atre.” said a senior man at 
another merchant bank. 


Ross Tieman and 
Eric Reguly 
look into the 
industry’s 
pre-emptive strike 

S ix years after privatisation, the 
water industry has suddenly 
discovered that it must please 
its customers as well as its 
shareholders. North West Water Is to 
hand £360 million to customers and 
shareholders over the next half decade, 
two-thirds of it to those who pay its 
bills. Other companies are poised to 
follow suit. With a new clampdown on 
electricity prices looming, the com¬ 
panies are anxious to ensure they, in 
turn, do not face a fresh crackdown. Yet 
their action may be too little. too late. 
Whar has gone wrong? 

The saga of Britain’s water industry 
begins with die industrial revolution. 
Concentration of population brought 
disease. The Victorians responded for 
building a system to supply fresh water 
and carry away sewage on which wc rely 
to this day. But post-war governments 
damped cm investments and the sewers 
fell into disrepair. 

In the local government reorganisation 
of 1973, responsibility for water and 
sewerage in England and Wales was 
wrested from local authorities and vested 
in ten new water authorities, shaped in 
accordance with river basin catchments. 
But funding remained inadequate; 

Margaret Thatcher ordered their 
privatisation. On December 6. 1989. 
the Government sold all tot. at 240p a 
sham to raise a total of £524 billion. 
Today, the shares are typically chang¬ 
ing hands at over E5; some are valued 
at upi to three times the sale price. Why? 

Ministers knew the water companies 
needed an enormous investment pro¬ 
gramme. To meet European Union 
standards, they would have to rebuild 
the sewers, modernise treatment 
works, stop dumping raw sewage in 
the sea and improve drinking water 
quality. The City persuaded the Gov¬ 
ernment that it could not sell the 
industry if the borrowing burden was 
too great Customers would therefore 
have to finance most of the capital 
spending directly through their bills, 
rather than just pay the companies for 
the cost and risk of borrowing. 

As a result customers are effectively 
paying a tax to fund investments that 
will benefit future generations. 

Historically, the 20-phis local water 
companies, which continued id exist 
within the catchments of their big 
sisters, had financed their investment 
by borrowing. They were able to do 
this cheaply, through the issue of 
preference shares and loan stock. They 
could levy a rate to cover their costs, a 
system rejected by the Government as 
lacking efficiency incentives. 

The chosen privatisation regime was 
designed to introduce efficiency 
through effective environmental super¬ 
vision and comparative regulation. 
The National Rivers Authority was 
created to safeguard environmental 
standards. Ian Byatt was installed at 
the Office of Water Services to ensure 
the companies could do their job and 
meet those standards, balancing the 
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interests of companies and consumers. 
Figures from the Centre for foe Study 
of Regulated Industries reveal what 
happened during their first three years 
in foe private sector. By 1992-3. 
revenues had risen on average by 23 
per cent as the ten companies bumped 
up charges to finance increased spend¬ 
ing. Operating profits, meantime, had 
risen, on average, fay 343 per cent 
Variations in profit performance 
were astonishing. Northumbrian Wat¬ 
er. now the object of unwanted atten¬ 
tions from Lycamaise des Eaux of 
France, increased profits by 903 per 
cent Smith West increased operating 
returns by 49.9 per cent 
While customers squealed, share¬ 
holders were laughing. By 1993, North¬ 
umbrian was making operating p rofits 
of £69.7 million on turnover of£239 
minim. One pound of profit in every 
four was bring doled out to sharehold¬ 
ers. The rest was rapidly inflating foe 
value of their' company. A similar 
pattern could be seen elsewhere. 

The biggest profit gains were achieved 
where the companies had succeeded in 
improving their return on capital as they 
stepped up investment levels. But in¬ 
creasingly. these rates of return were 
coming to look excessive in industries 
with very low and stable risk profiles. By 
1992-3, a dutch of companies were 
earning returns on capital in excess of 11 
per cent In foe same year. British Gas, 
earned a return of 13.6 per cent But while 
most British Gas assets were under 30- 


years-old , the water companies were 
reaping rewards from investments 
made for our great gr an d pa rents. 

Today, after six years a? taking from 
foe poor, its customers, to give to foe 
rich, its shareholders, the industry 
realizes h has made a mistake. North 
West Water says it now wants to strike 
a better balance, lb this end, it 
unveiled a package of rebates, invest¬ 
ments and special dividends, worth 
some £360 million over the next five 
years, that heavily favours customers. 

The other water companies, with the 
possible exception of Northumbrian 
and South west are expected to follow 
suit Yesterday. Yorkshire said it would 
announce a similar package within the 
next two months. It is expected to hand 
bade no less than £150 million to 
customers and shareholders, over foe 
next five years. 

In a review last year, Mr Byatt 
tightened price caps on foe industry. 
Now Yorkshire may choose to forego 
much of its future income. The review 
allowed Yorkshire to lift prices by the 
retail prices index phis 25 per cent each 
year until the year 2000. Severn Trent, 
which in November set aside £475 
million over two years to reduce 
customers’ tails and improve service, 
may now feel motivated to lift tiie value 
ofitspackaga. 

The motivation for the rebates is 
neither guilt nor altruism. They are a 
pre-emptive strike against tighter regu¬ 
lation, a windfall-profits tax or both- It 


is curious that the water companies 
have taken this long to react. In 
November 1993, Ofwat suggested that 
customers were not the true beneficia¬ 
ries of privatisation. But the industry 
paid little attention. As bills, and 
directors’ salaries, continued to rise, 
customers began to howl 

Then, early this month, the regional 
electricity companies were hit with a 
bombshell when Stephen Utdechfld. 
foe industry's regulator, said he would 
review prices for the second time 
within a year. He was astounded that 
Northern Electric had no problem 
finding £600 million to give bade to 
shareholders to fight off Trafalgar. 

Ofwat immediately stated that the 
price determination set last year would 
remain unchanged until the next review 
in 2000. Bat not everyone, including 
Brian'Staples. North West's chief execu¬ 
tive, befored thaL “If there were suffi¬ 
cient pressure. Ofwat would have to do 
something, especially if a company 
behaved m Northern Electric style." Sir 
Gordon, of Yorkshire, agrees, especially 
if Labour wins tiie next election. "They 
will tighten up on regulation or introduce 
a windfall tax.” he said. 

Indeed. Jack Cunningham, Labour’s 
trade and industry spokesman, charged 
that North West had not gone Car 
enough. “This is a further demonstration 
of foe hopeless inadequacies of tiie 
present regulatory fram«vnrk, and tins 
Government's unwillingness to do any¬ 
thing about ft.” 


New job quality Questions answered on Nuclear Electric privatisation Seaboard options 


From Phillip Oppenhdm MP 
Sir, It is good to see that John 
Wells accepts that foe claimant 
count of unemployment is not 
"fiddled” (Letters. March 28). 
However, he is wrong to claim 
that none of foe jobs recently 
created are full-time or high 
quality. In fact, 262JXX) more 
people have found work over 
foe past year, of which. 215,000 
are full-time, according to the 
Labour Force Survey, which 
even foe TUC says is “fully 
reliable” 

Moreover, the recent Inde¬ 
pendent Employment Policy 
Institute report questions “foe 
popular stereotype which por¬ 
trays new jobs as only low paid 
‘McJobs”\ saying that “foe 
spread of jobs has been broad, 
with many new jobs higher 
paid”. We all accept that we 
still do not have enough such 
jobs, but assertions that all new 
jobs are part-time and low paid 
are very wide of the mark. 
Yours faithfully, 

PHILLIP OPPENHE1M. 
Under Secretary of Stale, 
Department of Employment. 
Caxton House, 

Tofoifl Street, SW1. 


Northern’s millions 

From Mr Clifford Jeans 
Sir, We are told that when 
Trafalgar House announced a 
hostile takeover Wd for North¬ 
ern Electric, Northern’s direc¬ 
tors responded suddenly, 
discovering £500 million in 
surplus cash. 1 am not an 
accountant. I am an economist, 
so could someone tell me how ft 
is possible for this amount to be 
hidden in the accounts? 

Does this prove that there is 
something in the saying that a 
great many businessmen can¬ 
not even read a balance sheet? 
Yours faithfully, 

CLIFFORD JEANS. 

20 Parkfidd Road, 

Ickenham, Middlesex. 


From the Chief Executive, 
Nudear Electric 
Sir, Pimningtan, March 29 
(The real ultimate privatisa¬ 
tion) was right to observe that 
Nuclear Electric's six modem 
AGR and PWR stations could 
be privatised right now — and 
would be a profitable invest¬ 
ment from day one. 

He raises three questions. 
Firstly, how would foe closure 
costs of Magnox stations be 
funded? The answer is by a 
combination of four elements: 

Cash already in tiie bank 
(now over £2 biltion and rising 
rapidly); the remaining in¬ 
come from foe nudear levy 
until it ceases in 1998 (over £1 
billion a year); proceeds from 
the sale of tiie privatised 
company; and a very healthy 
cash flow from foe Magnox 
stations themselves while they. 


still operate. There is also 
every possibility their lives can 
be extended, as has already 
happened with Bradwefl 
which is now cleared for 
possible operation to 40 years. 

Secondly, market share. 
Professor UtttechiJd wants 
real com p eti ti on between UK 
nudear generators. In prac¬ 
tice, he would have ft — a 
Magnox company with about 
8 per cent UK market share, 
EdF with 5 per cent through 
foe Channel fink, Scottish 
Nudear with 6 per cent, and 
Nudear Electric’s privatised 
AGRs and PWR with 16 per 
cent Tbe privatised company 
would be the same size as 
FowerGen, capable of offering 
serious competition to them 
and to National tower and the 
independent fossil fuel genera¬ 
tors (at 23 per cent and 21 per 


cent respectively), while at foe 
same time being capable of 
sustaining a fuxure nudear 
programme with all its export 
potential. It is difficult to see 
how allo catin g two English 
AGR stations to Scotland 
could improve anything. 

Thirdly, investor attitudes, 
A great deal of work has been 
done on this, not feast by US- 
UK merchant banker Morgan 
Stanley. It is dear that there is 
more than enough interest 
and knowledge among poten¬ 
tial investors, both within the 
UK and internationally, to 
ensure the success of such a 
privatisation. 

Yours faithfully. 

Dr Robert Hawley, 

Chief Executive. 

Nudear Electric Pic, 

Barnett Way, 

Bamwood, Gloucester. 


The risks involved in reforming the regulation governing Rees 


From MrDermotR. Glynn 
Sir. Irwin Steber. March 24, 
writes (Long arm of foe regu¬ 
lator needs to be strength¬ 
ened). that by “creating a 
(regulatory) structure which 
contained no constraint on 
profits, the Government tilted 
foe playing field in favour of 
investors, at the expense of 
consumers.” 

He recommends a reform 
whereby we move “at least 
partially away from RPI-X to 
some regulation of profits" by 
setting prices based on RPI- 
X. but then review those prices 
every five years, to see wheth¬ 
er foe RPI-X formula is pro¬ 
ducing returns in excess of 
those required to compensate 
shareholders fairly". ”... any 
profits above a ‘reasonable’ 
level would accrue to share¬ 
holders for a five-year period, 
after which prices would be 
lowered to a level that, pro¬ 
spectively. promises to yield 
only reasonable profits, with 


theincaitive to beat that target 
being, foe right of the com¬ 
panies to keep any-'excess' for 
the short-term five-year 
period.” 

Investors and foe Rees were 
under the impression that this 
was foe method of RPI-X 
regulation already in place. 
The agreement between Pro¬ 
fessor litfleduld and the Rees 
last year on the prospective 
price reductions over the next 
five years was based on finan¬ 
cial modelling by Offer, de¬ 
signed to allow a “reasonable” 
return to investors. The pro¬ 
fessor may or may not have 
made some forecasting errors: 
as Mr Strizer says, “X is an 
inherently arbitrary figure". 
The reason why foe reopening 
of foe agreementwithin a year 
is such a fund amen t a l attack 
foe deal between investors 
and consumers is that such 
regulation based on hindsight 
removes the combination of' 
assurance of long-term rea¬ 


sonable profitability with in¬ 
centive to efficiency which has 
led to such dramatic improve¬ 
ments in the productivity of all 
file privatised utilities. 

There is no free lunch. If the 
damage to the regulatory sys¬ 
tem cannot be contained, any 
one-off benefit to c on su m ers 
from reopening the agreement 
will be at the expense of higher 
costs, from kwer efficiency 
and increased regulatory ride 
in financing costs, for all foe 
utilities sharing the current 
regulatory methods. 

Yours faithfully. 

DERMOTR. GLYNN. 
Managing director. 

National Economic Research 
Associates. 

IS Stratford Place, 

London WI. __ 

Letters to the 

Business and Fiaance 

section of The Times 
can be sent by fox on 
0171-7825112. 


From Mr Dowd Elligote 
Sir. In taking you to task 
(Business Letters, February 
2 4), foe Seeboard chairman. 
Sir Keith Stuart, offers a new 
angle in foe parade of 
privatised utility bosses trying 
to convince the public that 
their directors are underpaid. 

The savings related share 
option schemes which lie men¬ 
tions were granted as part of 
foe government flotation pack¬ 
age, or under the Seeboard 
chairmanship of George 
Squair. The “matching offer” 
scheme which Sir Keith out¬ 
lines allowed staff to buy up to 
300 shares ar market prices. 
Assuming that they agikl 
afford to buy, they cannot 
realise any profits on their 
investment, or their free 300 
shares. Pot two years. At 
today's prices, a profit of some 
£1,500 in late 1996. 

Contrast this wi th tbe ex ecu- 
tive directors' outstanding 
share options “averaging just 
over 100000 shares each". 
They gel an immediate profit of 
some £500.000. Am I right in 
thinking that, when getting the 
largest slices of the corporate 
cake, the Seeboard directors 
aren’t too worried about a few 
crumbs dropping on tin floor? 
Yours faithfully. 

DAVID ELUGATE, 
(Seeboard shareholder). 

39 Overhffl, 

Southwick. West Sussex 


Takeover time? 

From DrJ. F. Doughty 
Sir. If foe regional electricity 
companies could hoodwink 
the industry regulator so easi¬ 
ly, how can we be assured the 
water companies are not pull¬ 
ing the wool over the eyes of 
their regulator? Anyone want 
to make a takeover ted! 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN DOUGHTY. 

17 Pelican Mead. Ringwood. 
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Shell thinks, 
then does, the 
unthinkable 

Carl Mortjshed says the world’s largest 
company is preparing a huge shake-up 


S tephen Hodge; group 
treasurer of SbdL 
looks atittie weary. He 
has an excuse; having spent 
foe last six months reorgan¬ 
ising foe management struc¬ 
ture of foe world's largest 
company. On Wednesday, 
t h ousands of Shell employ¬ 
ees in London and The 
Hague swarmed into meet¬ 
ings to team that foe com¬ 
pany was doing foe once un- 
thinkabk: abandoning foe 
cherished matrix, foe system 
of management checks and 
balances that ensures every 
decision of die Royal 
Dutch/Shell group is 
reached by consensus. 

The second shock — al¬ 
though most were weO- 
bcaced to receive it — was 
that foe consensus view 
from foe committee of man- 
agisg directors on foe 39fo 
floor of Shell Centre is that 
30 per cent of foe 4.000 jobs 
at head office must go in 
orfer to reduce foe $1 bflfion 
central overheads bflL 
Shell's rivals are looking a 
tittle smug, suggesting foe 
company is following where 
others have led in cost¬ 
cutting and _ 

critics ask why 
the company is 30 pe 

replacing one ^ 

set of co mmi t- of the 

tees with an- 
other. But oneli < 

Shell sees „ 

things differ- J obs ^ 

tOCUl 

Hodge said foe 
new s t ructur e " 
would have a centralising 
tendency to remove past 
conflicts between the power¬ 
ful regional co-ordinators 
who currently compete al¬ 
ong geographic tines with 
management responsible 
for product sectors, such as 
exploration, chemicals and 
refining and marketing. 

“Because ofthe balance of 
power, foe matrix had foe ef¬ 
fect of leaving authority with 
a powerful country chief 
executive,” be saftL Compet¬ 
ing managers at Shell head 
office could be played off 
against each other by the 
operating companies, anx¬ 
ious to preserve their inde¬ 
pendence. But foe new struc¬ 
ture devised fay Mr Hodge 
and his team, with the assis¬ 
tance of McKinsey & Co. is 
unlikely to please those who 
want a flattened Hanson- 
style m an a ge ment structure. 
Five business committees 
for foe five product sectors 
will determine strategy. But 
where is the chief executive 
to foil on his sword if it afl 
goes wrong? 

“Ilrere isn’t one." Mr 
Hodge says. “The chair- 


30 percent 
of the 4,000 
Shell Centre 
jobs will go 
to cut costs 


man's role is to make it 
work. What he has got to do 
is ensure they don't sit in a 
warm cosy glow, congratu¬ 
lating each other. 

“People have said to me 
“why don’t you give bottom- 
line responsibility to one 
man?* That is all right if you 
are running a sweet shop. 
Decisions made at Shell 
come home to roost in five 
years. What would happen 
to a chief executive if his 
decision was wrong? He 
would get early ret ire ment” 

Mr . Hodge compares 
SheD with ofoer internation¬ 
al companies. Royal 
Dutch/Shell's E4 billion of 
profit came top in 1994. 
while profits from Shell's 
downstream business alone 
came wi thin foe top ten in 
foe previous year. 

But Shell is not relying on 
its size to fend off challenges 
in a world of low oQ prices 
and dun margins. Address¬ 
ing foe staff on Wednesday. 
Cor Herkstr&ter. chairman 
of foe managing director's 
committee, said Shell’s re¬ 
turn on capital was too low. 
Now about 9 per cent, foe 

_ management is 

being told to 
cent target 15 per 

cent and Mr 
1,000 Herkstrdter, 

. concedes it will 

■enire take more than 

ill on a cut in foe 

m &° head office 

COStS budget to ach- 

feve it Mr 
Hodge agrees: 
“The extra income has to 
come out of tiie operating 
companies.” Analysts say 
net savings from staff cuts 
wfll be less than £100 million 
per year while the market is 
expecting net p ro fi t s of 
about £5 bQtion in 1997 with 
a re t u rn cm capital of 12-13 
per cent Some point to 
Shell* annual $10 billion 
capital spend and suggest a 
more generous dividend 
and fewer big projects might 
do the trick. But Mr Hodge 
has link time for such taut 
pointing to a big US oil 
company that cut bade in¬ 
vestment and bought in its 
shares. “It sent a signal ft at 
they don’t believe in foe oil 
industry. We do." 

Hence tiie drive to cut 
costs. Shell Centre and its 
counterpart in Tbe Hague 
were buOt to bouse 10.000- 
Soon there wfll be less than 
3,000. To justify even this 
number. Shell needs to raise 
profitability. Mr Hodge coo- 
duded: “If we cannot find 
foe right projects, then we 
wfll have to decapitalise tiie 
company, but we do not see 
that yet" 
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They’ve got plenty of experience. And you won’t have to train them. Because at Barclays we’ve already established a 
reputation for sound, professional financial guidance. We offer new businesses ‘free in credit’ bankin g * specialised advice 
and free information services. But we also offer the widest range of government and EU subsidised loans, and the assurance 
of an expert organisation working on your behalf. It’s good to know that starting a new business isn’t a new business to us. 


BARCLAYS 


-----BUSINESS ACCOUNT-------—- 1 —-- 

offer 'free in credit 1 banking for the first year to new businesses opening their lint account wiA ut (unless yoor account turnover exceeds £100,000 or you Attloe 10 oreepHonal somber rf transwlioni. Of an overdraft limit is agreed). 
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Jermyn Street quality. 
Hi <>h Street prices. 


Liquidation stock of Jermyn Street 
quality shirts from £19.95 

Recently, a UK mail-order supplier of Jermyn Street 
gentlemen's shirts -went into liquidation. As their princi¬ 
pal supplier we were left with limited stocks of superb 
Egyptian twofold cotton poplin cloth, which we have 
made into a range of outstanding shirts, at well below 
Jermyn Street sale prices. Avoid the rush, send for your 
free full colour catalogue now. 


ORDI R VOL R 
IRIK CATALOG UK NOW. 
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0800 319 319 
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A study in depraved 


power: Paul Theroux's 


The Mosquito Coast 


comes to the stage 
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New from New England: 
Juliana Hatfield's 
most confident (and 
noisy) album yet 
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Beneath the 
Savage breast 


dd that dressing up in 
women’s clothing 
should be a career op¬ 
tion for men. bur that’s 
entertainment. Once upon a time, 
we were used to seeing Danny La 
Rue on our television screens. 
Beeowned and bewigged. he w ould 
step out regally on TJic Good Old 
Days or Sunday Might at the 
London Palladium, twirling a 
parasol and singing in tones nor 
quite male, not quite female either. 
Such was the era of post-austerity 
variety, though, that jaws dropped 
open willingly, if only in admira¬ 
tion of a second skin of sequins, lace 
and ostrich feathers. 

Nowadays, such a reaction re¬ 
quires a post-modern twist 
RuPaul. for exam pie, is skyscraper- 
tall . lithe as a supermodel. Recent¬ 
ly. he and Elton John fluttered and 
cooed their way on record through 
the previously heterosexual brie of 
Don't Go Breaking My Heart. The 
joke, such as ii was, lay in the 
resultant subtext. 

U. Rue, RuPaul... different 
eras, yet essentially the same 
conceit: that of men parading in the 
guise of exaggeratedly elegant, 
sexually alluring women. Paul 
O’Grady starts from the opposite 
perspective. Lily Savage, his alter 
ego. is a brash. Birkenhead ex¬ 
hooker who dresses in the style of 

amour gone sour. She favours 
fake animal-skin prints and junk 
jewellery. There are dark roots 
visible in her peroxide blonde hair, 
and the cheap stilettos are scuffed. 
A sharp tongue and a weakness for 
the bottle, not to mention the most 
lurid of family histories, constantly 
throws her membership of the 
League of Catholic Mothers into 
question. Neither an air-brushed 
beauty then, nor the low-budget 
approximation of one that is a 
staple of the gay cabaret scene. 

“There are a few very good drag 
acts in the pubs and dubs, especial¬ 
ly the really seasoned old troupers.” 
allows O’Grady, a former peripa¬ 
tetic social worker with Camden 
Council, who shares Lily's Scouse 
heritage. “But all too many of them 


Alan Jackson on 
how Paul O'Grady 
found fame by 
cross-dressing 
down in fake fur 



t 


lily Savage in leopardskin 


are guys who think they look good 
in a frock and so make it their 
mission to persecute the rest of us. 
And. unfortunately, that colours 
people's perceptions of what drag is 
in Britain: they think it's some 
tragic soul standing on a beer crate 
in the corner of a tad pub. miming 
to Shirley Bassey or Dusty Spring- 
field. You feel like saying to them: 
This is so self-indulgent You’ll 
never look the part so if you’re 
intent on doing this, why not do it at 
home?’" 

The dressing-up bit has never 
been his own motivation, he insists. 
"As a kid. 1 was never in me 
mother's wardrobe, crying on her 
wedding dress and singing into the 
hair dryer.” Rather, lily’s persona 


and look developed as a reaction 
against the familiar iconography of 
drag. It was the early Eighties, and 
OGrady was working evenings 
behind the bar of a pub in 
Vauxhall. an area he refers to as 
South London’s Barbary Coast. 
Students. Hoorays and fashion 
victims would gather for the vicari¬ 
ous thrill of mixing with the sexual 
demi-monde, and between after- 
hours drinking and the odd police 
raid there was a weekly talent 
competition. "Ladies’ Night". 

"You'd get the most awful aas 
imaginable: strippers who would 
gu as far as taking (heir false teeth 
our: people whoid lie down on 
broken glass without knowing how 
to do it properly. But mostly you'd 
have this rag-bag of miscreants in 
Bri-Nylon C&A frocks bobbing 
about to something by Streisand or 
Minnelli. So when eventually I put 
myself forward to compare the 
thing — because it meant more 
money — I derided to enter into the 
spirit by dressing up too. Not in the 
usual style, though. I’d have on a 
pelmet of leopardskin under a 
mangy old coat off the market and 
be carrying a huge handbag. God 
forbid, but lhere*d be holes in my 
tights too. Then I’d go out and 
attack the audience verbally, before 
they could attack roe. Great train¬ 
ing. of course, because they'd eat 
their young alive.” 

Over the course of nearly a 
decade, the act — if not the 
character of Lily herself — has been 
refined to the point where a whole 
family mythology is now in place. 
For example, fans know that her 
son, Jason, is currently in Risley 
Remand Centre following charges 
of arson, and that daughter Bunty 
has just married the Hell’s Angel 
father of baby Kylie Marie. An 
extended cast of similar off-stage 
characters allows O'Grady to con¬ 
front both soda! and sexual preju¬ 
dices with a quick-reflex skill that 
has won him nominations for both 
Perrier and British Comedy 
awards. But it is more a measure of - 
his success that mainstream TV is 
now so anxious for his 



Paul O’Grady feels his fame was delayed: “Because of Lily. I'm treated as a woman, and TV is much more waxy of female comics' 


presence And there, whether host¬ 
ing Top of the Pops, guesting on 
Brookside or sharing a sofa with 
This Morning hosts Richard and 
Judy, he brings an enjoyabty 
barbed edge to a bland medium. 

The transfer to household name 
status might have happened soon¬ 
er, but for the nature of his act. he 
feds. “Because of Lily. I'm treated 
as a woman, and TV is much more 
wary of female comics, be they Jo 
Brand or Gayle Tuesday, or whoev¬ 
er. If you’re a bloke in a T-shirt and 
jeans, meanwhile, you do a couple 
of nights at Jongleurs and you’re 
almost guaranteed your own se- 
1 ries.” Ironically, this belatedly 
jawed profile has brought-accusa¬ 
tions from some tong-term follow¬ 


ers that he has sold out “I tty and 
explain that I’ve done nearly ten 
years on the factory floor, and that 
now ire quite keen to have a go in 
the office. And I make sure I do lots 
of no-fee benefit appearances too, to 
make h dear I haven’t forgotten 
where I’ve come from.” 

He envies talent as versatile as 
that of Harry Enfield, saying: "All I 
can offer is me. or me in a wig." 
That limitation, coupled with the 
flurry of work offers coming his 
way now, makes over-exposure a 
real possibility, but O’Grady says 
he is determined not to become this 
season’s media whore. And though 
a brie£ non-Lily appearance in the 
: Jim Sheridan fibn In the Name of 
the Fat her has given him a taste for 


further acting experience, he is not 
holding his breath. "I get offered 
roles as drug addicts, pushers or 
biner rent boys well past their sell- 
tty date — that's a Liverpool accent 
for you. Its like bring Bradford- 
Asian. Casting directors flunk you 
can only play pimps, burglars or 
cab drivers." 

Achieving fame at 39. albeit 
beneath a towering wig and slash 
of scarlet lipstick, leaves him wryly 
amused. “No one in my family has 
ever done anything like this. The 
men were afl either fanners or 
merchant seamen, and if anyone's 
name was in the papers, it was in 
relation to a minor offence.” Luck¬ 
ily. he doesn't have to deal with 
being recognised in the street, as it 


is Lily, not Paul O’Grady, who is 
the star. He has fee same friends as 
before, lives in the same South 
London council flat, and does not 
even have to worry about being 
outed, “because I was never in". 
The main difficulty in life is that it 
costs a fortune to look cheap. “If 
you find exactly the sort of se- 
quiimed ocelot-print fabric that she 
would bemad for, you can guaran¬ 
tee in going to be £90 a metre.” he 
mock-sighs. 

•Lily Savage hosts Live from the 
LDydrame on LWT and Granada 
tomorrow at around midnight. A 36- 
date tour of Britain. Ireland and the 
Channel Islands begins at DartfbrdS 
Orchard Theatre on April 2 and 
continues until May 2!. 


THEATRE: One celebrated venue can stay open thanks to a lottery windfall 

Unicom saved from extinction 


THE NATIONAL Lottery has 
saved its first theatre. The 
Unicorn Arts Theatre, train¬ 
ing-ground of young talent for 
nearly 70 years. wUl not now 
have to dose in December 
thanks to the E9&0Q0 it was 


awarded as one of the nine 
lottery beneficiaries an¬ 
nounced by the Arts Council 
yesterday. 

“It won’t make any differ¬ 
ence to what we do." says 
Richard Williams, the artistic 


director of what he likes to call 
the National Children’s The¬ 
atre. “It will simply mean 
we’re still here to do it-" 

The Unicom is the lease¬ 
holder of the 340-seat Arts 
Theatre in Great Newport 



by William Shakespeare 

Directed by Adrian Noble 
Designed by Kendra Ullyarr 

Now previewing, press night 5 April 7.00pm 
Royal Shakespeare Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon 
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Street, right in the heart of the 
West End. As with many 
other fringe venues, the ad¬ 
vent of stiff new legislation 
after the Hillsborough dis¬ 
aster meant that the theatre 
faced the choice of either 
improving safety standards or 
dosing. 

“We found ourselves with a 
programme of work costing 
£265,000 and no means to pay 
for it," Williams says. A plan 
was devised to be carried out 
over three summers: £167,000 
was raised for die first two, 
but the last phase was. until 
yesterday, unfunded. 

Unicom took over the lease 
from the original Arts Theatre 
Club in 1978. It then hired the 
space out to other companies 
in the evening, which is still 
the arrangement. Richard 
Williams became artistic di¬ 
rector in 1990. and changed 
the company's name to the 
Unicom Arts Theatre to reflect 
his belief that there is no real 
dividing fine between chil¬ 
dren's theatre and adult 
theatre. 

“I WAS struck by something 
in the audience when 1 saw 
Nick Hytnert Magic Flute at 
the ENO,” lie says. There 
were grandparents, parents 
and children together, enjoy¬ 
ing it We’re not trying to get 
into the psyche of a seven- 
year-old here, but to create a 
solid piece of theatre." 

This season Williams com¬ 
missioned Unicorn’s own ad¬ 
aptation of The Magic Flute, 
with the libretto adapted by 
Jeremy Sams after the success¬ 
ful version of The Tempest by 
the poet Liz Lochhead last 
year. Another poet, Adrian 
Mitchell, is working on a 
Beatrix Potter piece. 

At present Fever Pitch, the 
ad a p ta t ion of Nick Hornby’s 
soccer memoirs, is playing to 
unflagging audiences, but will 
have to dose in July for the 
installation of the new, lottery- 
funded sprinkler system, lava¬ 
tories. fire alarms, upgraded 
ventilation and hose reels. 

Unicom is now just about 
solvent, but the freeze in 
subsidy means that they are 
teetering on the edge. “But 
there’s so much to be done." 
Williams says, “and the lottery 

money will ensure that we are 
still here to do it” 

Simon.Tait 


Highlights from 


Standard Life's Annual Report 
and Accounts for the year ended 
15 November 1994 


The Croup 

► Total new premiums fell slightly to £2.6bn but Group 
assets under management increased over the year by 
£1.6bn to£3$.0bn. 

► With profit policyholders continue to receive excellent 
returns despite reductions in some bonus rates. 

► Standard Ufa believes that pension payouts advertised 
by some competitors cannot be justified on the basis 
of their underlying investment returns. 

► Purchase of Prime Health provides a significant presence 
in expanding UK health insurance market. 

► Financial strength acknowledged by both Standard & 
Poor’s and Moody's with Triple A' ratings. 

United Kingdom 

► Through Standard Life Fund Management we have a 
growing presence in the unit trust and PEP market. 

► Charging structures of regular premium life and pensions 
products redesigned to offer greater flexibility and better 
returns on early surrender. 

► In accordance with SIB requirements. Standard Life is 
reviewing its personal pension transfer and opt out business 
where it was responsible for the sale but expects to find 
few policies which require redress. 

>■ The regulatory system is imposing substantial cost on 
policyholders and the Personal Investment Authority 
has an obligation to ensure that it acts only where real 
benefit to customers is Involved. 

A very hi gh proportion of with profit funds is invested 
in equity-type assets which Standard Life believes 
will provide policyholders with the best long term rates 
of return. 


The Standard Uk Asnirance Company*** a nnsu*la«iJp«ny Beared In 5eaU»nlt«ia»4) Head Office 3 Gcocgc Sacet EsBnbmjh Tbe Standard Ufe madwtog group 
Srnwfan l life fawton ftgxh Unrfgtif S*»nd*aJUJtTrun itanajetnou LimKrtTf 5ondaidUicFmdMnug*meinUinii«tn 
-Regulated bjr the tamri Invesmeni Authority flf efldra dbylMttO 


Canada 

► Individual fife premiums Increased and good progress 
was made in the segregated fund markets. 

► Mutual fund sales increased and six new funds were 
added to the portfolio. 

► Heavy investment made in information technology to 
improve further the administrative processes. 

Republic of Ireland 

► Total new premiums increased by 45% with large 
increases in sales of investment bonds and major 
successes in the sale of pension products. 

► Life assurance industry fighting to counteract public 
criticism of commission levels and mis-selllng. Standard 
Ufe welcomes the actions being taken, all of which 
will benefit consumers and its business. 

Spain 

► Prosperity SA, purchased in 2993, expanded its branch 
network by one third and Its new business by two thirds 
with significant potential for further growth. 

^ The long term outlook fear tbe insurance industry Is 
very positive in the light of expected reductions in State 
provision of pensions and medical benefits. 

Policyholders may obtain a copy of the Annual Report and 

Accounts, Hhduding an agenda for the Annual General 

Meeting, by writing to the Customer Service Information 

Team at PO Box 14J, 1 Tanfield, EtBnburgh EH3 5RG or 

by telephoning 0131 -245 2030. 
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LONDON 

LIFE WITH AN 1DWT: Tme IQ Fasten 
your seat beta’ Engfeh National Opera 
descnOss ns BnOsh ptaiwo oi 
Schnittke's opera as 'Monty Python 
rwen KstVa meets Down ok/O ut rn 
Beverly HiHs" The yorybng is one of 
domesti c havoc when a Russian couple 
is tomed to iri* in an km as 
punishment For some unspeofed 
crime; 010 do warn Oia "scenes ot 
uhyacaJ and somal wotence' may 
offend some people. Jonathan Moore 

areas Richard Armstrong conducts, 
with designs by Dava Bug ht 
CoBseum. Si Mann's Lane. WC2 
<0171-632 MOO). Tomorrow, Apr 7 and 
10.7 30pm. S 


WEEKEND CHOICE 


Raya) Concert Hell. Buchanan Street 
10141 -227 SS11). Sun, 7.30pm S 


A daily guide to arts 

and entertainment 
com piled by Kris Anderson 


SUNDAY AT THE BARBICAN: Barry 
Douglas continues the Barbcan's 
Cefebnly Hedtal series with an 
afternoon progr am m e ot Beehwen. 
Chopin and Schubert Michael Trtson 
Thomas s than |oined by Dame Moura 
Lympany tor an flVBnmg pertonnance 
that contnoshe Mahler sens ««th >ha 
London Symphony Orchestra and gives 
a Brash premiere for a Japanese 
composer. Tekarrflsu's CeremorraJ 
opens the concert. tofcwred by Weber's 
Kgnzertsnx* (n F minor and Mate's 
Symphony No 9 


Bartjkan, Sft Street ECZ (01TT-638 

8891 )Sm. 4pm end 7.30pm. B 
THE STHIP - This weetend is ySur last 
chance lo see Phyfts Nagy's earty spnng 
oRereig about sundry odcbate 
conveigmg on Las Vegas Dorn expect 
great mear progression; enfcy « 33 a 
post-modernist mosaic Steven Pin** 
directs Cheryl Campbel, Nshotss 
Fanefl and Nicholas le ftWJSt 
Royd Court, Stoana Square, SWT 
(D171-7301745). Tonight, 750pm, 
tomorrow, 3-30 and 7JOpm. 


HANLEY AND MANCHESTER; Music 
director Kern Nagano conducts the 
HaW Orchestra tor two programmes 
tha weekend. Tontghra concert n 

Haniey hdudes Bgar*E Introduction 
and Alegre tor Srtiga, Scriabin's ftoam 
oTEcaasyand Berto/s Symphorw 
Ranlflsflgue On Sunday, Barry 
TudweS ions the ordtostra tar 
Mozart's Horn ConcarltB Nos 2 a id 3. in 
a progr a mme that dm toeaupss the 
composer's Symphony No is, Ki2< and 
Symphony No 40, K55a 
Victoria Kail. Old Hal Street Hatley 
(0782 712500). Tcritft, 8pm. Free 
Trade Had Peter Street, (0161-834 
1712). Sun, 7.30pm.® 


Megalomaniac 
in the jungle 
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THEATRE: David Glass presents a gripping 
stage adaptation of Paul Theroux’s novel 


ELSEWHf 


GLASGOW. Joshua Bsfl and ho 
accompanist Paul Coctet gm an 
unusua)"reotal"onSiKta)r«rththe 
tuS Royal ScoCteh National 
Orchestra. The programme todudss 
Bruch's Violin Concerto plus rate by 
Beethoven. Ysaye and Kriesier (pieces 
to be announced Irani the stags). 


BASNGSTOK& Evelyn Gtenrta fours 
TamSaVtb&yand the Boumomoiriti 
Sntonteoa tonight tar another rf her 
wrtuosto manmba performances - this 
far the British premiere of Manno- 
Buanda's Canceno NeoOassco For 
ACanmoa and Hap. *tti Leusn Jones. 
Beetbov&i's overturn, Egmoni 
MentWssohn's Symphony No 3 and 
SsW-Saens frnmducoon and Rondo 
fiywprrtw round out the ptugiamme. 
Arwft, Churehfl Law (0356844244). 
Tonight, 7.46pm.® 


O n one side of a stage 
plastered with baked blade 
mud is a demented scientist 
with petrol and matches, 
bent on killing anyone who resists his 
will. On the other is a fanatic funda¬ 
mentalist with a rifle, determined to 
protect the redoubt to which he has 
retreated. As an image for the way our 
world is heading, it seems to me as apt 
as any. So Paul Theroux presumably 
thought when he wrote The Mosquito 
Coast 15 years ago — and time has, if 
anything, made his novel look more 
uncannily prescient than it did then. 

Since the piece is _ 

mainly set in the 

Honduran jungle, it j|j e fylosi 

would seem more 

obviously suited ro You 

the cinema than the - 

theatre. Didn't Harrison Ford actually 
bring some of his Indiana Jones 
charisma to a movie based upon it? But 
John Constable and David Glass 
recently pulled off the impossible by 
(respectively) adapting and directing 
Mervyn Peake's gargantuan Gormen- 
ghast . so a feat that is merely very 
difficult is no great shakes for them. All 
they need is a bare stage, a few planks, 
some oilcans, a cast of eight, and an 
averagely imaginative audience. An 
evocative, gripping evening is assured. 

The drama begins in Massachusetts, 
with tile engineer Ailie Fox high- 
mindedly deploring the fact that the 
ice-plant he is build mg will be used for 
storing asparagus until the farmer can 
demand exorbitant prices for it. So 
what is his answer? Why. to uproot his 
wife and two bays and assay a little 


□ AMT HSBEHAVIIf. Exhilaratin' 
song' n'dsneeatiow erased inmttie 
rwsol Fata Water Non-stop energy on 
KM. 

Lyric. ShanastuyAvenue. Wi (0J7J- 
494 5045}. MorvSat, 8pm mats Thin. 
3om and Sat. 5pm 

□ CHERYOMUSHKI: The return o) 
libs turny mused comedy by 
Shostakovich, set on "Cherry Tree 
Estate", a coveted escaps-hcie for 
upwarcSy motto Musccwtes. An 
evenng at merriment 

Lyric, Kmg Street Hammersmeh, WE 
(0181-741 3311) MorvSM. 7 30pm; 
macs, Sat. 230pm UntB Apr 8 ® 

□ CONVERSATIONS WITH MY 
FATHER JucW Hrsch re-creates ta 
Tony AwarcEwnrrg performance m 
Hera Gardner's play, covering 40 yearn 
of Jewish experience m New Vert. 

When al'a idd. it's fatty thin stuff. Alan 
Ayckocun dweas 

Old Vie. Waterloo Road. 5E1 (0171- 
328 7616) Mon-Sat 7.45pm; mats Wed 

and SaL 2.30pm.® 

□ DESIGN FOR UVtKG Rachel 
Waist Rupert Graves and Mam£ 
D'Amico n Coward's manage .1 mas 
comedy. Sean Mathias's award-winner, 
vwh even more.sexual rough and 
tumble than a( the Donmar 
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■ House fun, returns only 
D Some sols avaflaUs 
□ Seats at all prices 


GMgod, Shaflestouiy Avenue, Wl 
(0171 -494 5065). Mon-Sat, 8pm. m*s 
Thus, 3pm and Sat, 4pm Q 


□ IN PRAISE OF LOVE Pe»Bo«tes 

and Lisa Harrow m Ratiigan drama 
about brarety (adng deam. Interesting 
and Jra* touting as it shows ihe 
offer*: of emotional restraint . 

Apofto. ShafieabLRy Avenue. Wl 
{0171-484 5070} Mon-Sat, 0pm. mate 
Thus, 3pm and Sat, 5pm. 


H INDIAN INK. FeDHy Kendal, Alt 
Matt and Magarei Tyzacfe in Tom 
Soppatrs latest, wouy, poignantly, 
exptanng aspects ol Angfo-IncSan 
resantmens and respect 
AkJWycfl, AWreych. WC2 [0171 -416 
BOOS). Mon-SaL 750pm: mats Wed and 
SaL 3pm. 


□ HAMA IWANTTO SMG: The 
longest-amraig OH-ftoariway black 
musfcd. based on the Ilia nl the Halem 
singer Dons Tray. 

Cambridge. Earl ham Sheet. WC2 
(0171-494 5080). Mon-SaL 7 45pm: 
mate Tub and SaL 3pm-Until Apr B. 

□ OUT OF A HOUSE WALKED A 
HAN- Iheeire de Compiitite breathes 
6to tfito the mysranous tales ol Dan* 
Khams. The beet h the corpse {Kathryn 
Mutter) who vwnl agree to be buried. 
National (Lyttaftonl, Sown Banfc. SET 
(0171-928 2253). Tonight-Wed, 7,30pm: 
mate Sat and wed. 2 15pm ® 

■ TRAINSPOTTING The seamy side 
ot EOnbugh, the dreggy streets, pu» 
end awottng galertss, brought to the 
elan by bvn Welsh, adapting Harry 
Graham's rare t Kenjy Mlbrdfracts 
Bush. Shepherds Bush Green, W12 
(0181-743 3388} Opens tontghL 7pm 
Than Maniac, 8pm. Utei Apr 29. 

B TWELFTH NIGHT: Ian Judge's 
dofcghttii production trom last year's 
Stradord. With Desmond Band and 
Emma Baking, both lnas&a*B. 
Bartrican. Site Street, EC2 (0171-638 
6891). Now p rew o wing. 7.15pm. mat 
Sat 2pm Opens April 8. 

Ticket riotmotion sttopHed by Socrety 
erf London Theatre. 


NEW RELEASES 


CROOKLVN (12): Sprte Lee's rowdy, 
rose-unted memories of a Brooklyn 
ctvUhood. 

Electric Q (071-792 2020) HGM 
Trocadaro® 10171-434 0031) 


CINEMA GUIDE 


HO RILE (12) Generations of 3 Tuscan 
family are dogged by greed Begirimg 
epc tram the Tavtam brothers 
Everyman® (071-435 1525) MGM 
Tottenham Court Road (071-636 6148) 
Utoama (071-235 4225) 


Geotl B n re nV ——mont of 
itons In London and (whore 
hxScatadwftb the symbol ♦) 
on release across the country 


HOOP DREAMS (15) Marvellous 
documentor/ by Sieve James. Fred Man 
end l^ter Grfbett about two nner coy 
lads and then dreams ol playing 
professional ba* email 
Ctaplum Ptetura House (0171 -496 
332?) MGM Shaftesbury Avenue (071- 
8386279) 


♦ JUSTCAUSE(18) Har/ardiaw 
professor Sean Conner/ wreshes -«rh a 
murder case *i Ftonda Ludicrous 
nuesngatnre Ihnfler. with Laurence 
Fichcume Du eel Of. Ame Gkmcher 
MGM Fulham Road iOl71-370 2656) 
Trocadaro® lOUi w 0031) UCJ 
WWtelays® ©171-7^2 3232i Warner 
®<0171-W7 4J43I 


CURRENT 


♦ OfSCLOSURE(16) Michael 
Doughs save no to Derm Moore 
SiipertoSy enjoyable vwsen o! 


Miidiad Cnditon 5 blockbuster 
MGMk Fulham Rood 10171-370 
2636) Trocadaro® (0177-434 0031) 
Odaon Marble Arch (01426 914501) 
Screon/Bakar Street (0171 -935 2772) 
Ua Wh t tefa yii ® lOin-792 3332) 
Warner® (Ql71-43743431 

♦ DROP ZONE (15) Wesley Stapes 
goes undercover to catch sky-divng 
criminals Good aenaJ sJunts.' wher- 
r.vx. an empty acton Boner. With Yancy 
Butler and Gary Busey 

MGM TYocadere ® t0171-434 0031) 
Plaza (0800 8889971UCt WNtateys® 
[732 3332) Warner® (0171-437 4343) 

♦ IMMORTAL BELOVED 1151. Gary 
Oidman isBeanxen tut itsSrosun 
erxls up worthy and dun With Jeraen 
Krabbe and Isabella RusseUrc. 
Emp*reB(CBOO 888911) MGM 
Fulham Road ® (0171-370 2636) UCI 
WNtatoy* ® (0171-792 3332) 

♦ LITTLE WOMEN (U) Fresh, tender, 
ternryg verspnqf rhe IWi-cernuiy 
classic, wth Winona Ryder, Susan 


Sarandon, 3nd Gabriel Byrne. 
Oaphara Picture House (0171-490 
3323) MGM Chetattl (0171-352 5096) 
Odeons: KamW^ton (01426914666) 
isteealar Square (0426415 683) 
Surtas Cottage (01426 914098) UCI 
Whitrieys ®{0>71-7S23332) 

THE MAWESS OF KING GEORGE 
(PG|. Nigel Hawthorne reigns supreme 
as Aten Barmen s tormented monarch 
A fine Nm transfer by stage drector 
Mchdas Hyiner. with Helen Mrren and 
lanHoim. 

BwbteeitS(0l7f-638689T) Chetaee 
(0171-351 3742) Gate® {0171 -727 
4CM3) Uunlere (0171-836 0681) 
MGMk Kaymarirat (0171-639 1527) 
Tottenham Court Road 10171-636 
6148) Odeon Kensington (01426 
914666) Scraen/HHl ®. (0171-435 
3366) Ua Whttntoys® (0171 -792 
3332) Werner ®(D171-437 4343) 

♦ NELL (12) Doctor Liam Neeson 
nurtures backwoods wAd child Jod« 
Foster. Wei acted, wel meant but 
ghttnous Dwecior. Mchael Apied 
MGM Chelsea (0171-352 5096} 
OdaofMC Kanstogton (01436 914688) 
Swlsa Cottage (Ol 426 914098) West 
End (01426915574) UCI Whlteteye ® 
(0171-7923332) 


The Mosquito Coast 

Young Vic 


D1Y utopianism in the back of the 
Central American beyond. At this point 
you are indined to applaud the self* 
reliance and frontier spirit displayed 
by Tom Hodgkins's Ailie, and overlook 
the imperviousness to others wfth 
which he expresses those all-American 
virtues. 

But Theroux and his theatrical 

helpmates hire us into giving their 
protagonist our sympathy, only to 
betray it. him and us. Mere hubris 
becomes outright megalomania as 
Aliie decides thai. by' errating a rough- 
and-ready community in die jungle, he 

_ is successfully oui- 

Goding an imperfect 

lito Coast F> d ** 

funa God. He had 
l VlC good ideas, but he 

- never finished the 

job." You begin to realise that his 
claims are as extreme as those of his 
enemy, the missionary- Spell good, for 
whom "prayer is an airmail sump on 
your love-letter to Jesus". You aren't 
surprised when he ends up. not merely 
destroying what he has built, but 
insanely ferrying his distraught family 
upriver to whar seems certain doom. 

This is a sparer, simpler and 
perhaps also less visually remarkable 
Glasswork than Gormenghast. Why 
isn’t more made of some of the more 
sinister jungle creatures and phan¬ 
tasms, notably a cowled, masked 
figure with a mouth filled with white 
light? Nevertheless, bits of wood effort¬ 
lessly become boats, fronds, parts of a 
waterpump and much else, and some 
of the actors prove pretty adaptable, 
too. Michael Vaughan's bony. Popeye 
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Gripped by madness: Peter Bailie. Tom Hodgkins at the Young Vic 


face turns out to suit Allie’s dimmest, 
feeblest follower as well as it does a 
New England farmer, a Honduran 
desperado and the baleful SpellgoocL 
Peter Bailie, however, remains con¬ 
stant as Allies at first enthusiastic, 
then disillusioned elder son. He is also 
the story's narrator, though not one 
who becomes at all intrusive or 


preachy. Glass and Constable. like 
Theroux, are content to prespit the tale 
of two men who seem opposites, yet are 
strangely the same. Both are into 
mind-control, people-control, even 
world-control, and we have not heard 
the last of their like. 


BenedictNightingale 


NOBODY'S FOOL (15). Endearing 
sice at BrnM-KMin Americana, with Paul 
Newman, Mefanta Gnfffitti, Brace Wffis 
WWer-dractor. Robert Senior. 

Odeon West End (01426-915 574) 


TO BE honest Michael TDson 
Thomas’s Mahler has come as 
a surprise come. In (he past 
although I have admired his 
ability to obtain excellent 
sound and ensemble—to him, 
rightly, is attributed much of 
the London Symphony Or¬ 
chestra's steady rise in stan¬ 
dards over the past few years 
— I have not often shared the 
view that he is one of our more 
inspirational conductors. 
After this latest instalment in 
his Mahler cycle, in which he 
tackled the sprawling, myste¬ 
rious and glorious might of 
the Seventh Symphony and 
showed exactly the visionary 
qualities the piece requires if it 
is not to seem prolix, that 
opinion must be revised. 

Yes, there are moments. 


CONCERT: Revelations from Michael Tilson Thomas 


Just the man for Mahler 


when he drops dramatically 
down to his knees or chops the 
air until a two-handed swipe of 
the baton, at which you yearn 
for him to quit trying to be 
Bernstein the Second. But this 
reading showed that there is 
much beyond that image, that 
he is a man able to grasp and 
to communicate the heart, 
intellect and breadth of the 
piece: to revel in its ultimate 
triumph; to enter the ghostly 
world of its strange, dark 
centrepiece, the- Scherzo; and 
to mark dearly the differences 


LSO/THson Thomas 
Barbican 


in the standpoints of the two 
Nachtmusiken movements, 
the first with its slightly sinis¬ 
ter edge, the second's inno¬ 
cence aiming the symphony 
towards the glorious light of 
its finale. The LSO responded 
with vigour and sensitivity in 
every department. 

The perennial problem of 
what to programme with such 


a work was cleverly solved. 
We began with music of an 
opposite scale. Schumann's 
lovely Drei Fan tasiestucke. 
Op 73. in which Andrew 
Marriner, one of the LSOls 
two principal clarinets, was 
joined by the pianist Hamish 
Milne. Marriner’s tone is 
slightly breathy, but the poet- 
iy of these three contrasting 
movements — which range 
from tender lyricism to play¬ 
fulness to fiery brilliance — 
was beautifully realised by 
both players. 


Then the slight frame of Sir 
Simon Rattle’s young, infinite¬ 
ly gifted proftSgfe'Danid Har¬ 
ding — still not 20—appeargd 
with a plethora of pitched 
percussion (inducting piano 
and cimbalom) and a mixed 
sextet -of 'sustaining instru¬ 
ments for Pierre Boulez's 
Eclat . 

Harding’s technique is quite 
superb. Like Boulez his ges¬ 
tures are economical and dev- 
astatingly precise, each hand 
working independently. His 
performance of this jagged, 
brilliant work was conse¬ 
quently as crisp and as care- 
fiiHy balanced, as anything the 
master himself might have 
engineered.; 


The 


- Stephen Pettitt 
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FQPQN FRIDAY: All hits and no messing about — that’s the ticket. Bob... the flip side of Juliana... votes for women 


Dylan lives up 
to the legend 


T he transition from voice of 
a generation 10 legend of 
jte old guard cannot have 
been an easy one fa make, 
arw the gap between Bob Dylan s 
achievements and expectations is 
now a yawning chasm. How best to 
bridge rt is a problem that will dog 
him to his dying day. 

His seal is stilt reserved at the top 
table of rock, but he has not had a 
single near the British chan since 
1978. His ageing core of fans still 
hangs on his every word, but he 
patently has nothing left to say. 
Apart from "greatest hits" and old 
bootleg compilations, his last two 
albums comprised desultory per¬ 
formances of ancient folk songs. He 
was a star attraction at Iasi year’s 
massive Woodstock festival, but. as 
a touring act, his natural habitat is 
the theatre or large club iBrixton 
Academy's capacity is -4.200. and 
Wednesday was his first of three 
nights there). 

In the past, Dylan reacted to the 
pressure of his abnormal situation 
by ignoring everything but his own 
personal whims. This has made for 
some pretty shambolic live perfor¬ 
mances. When he toured here in 
1991 with a band that was learning 
the songs as it went along, it looked 
for a moment as if he might go the 
way of Chuck Berry or James 
Brown and end up a sad caricature 
of himself. 

That may yet be his fate, but not 
on the evidence of this show. With 
an Unplugged album due next 


CONCERT: The 
great man does the . 
right thing by his 
songs, the Brixton 
Academy throng 
and David Sinclair 

month (more old songs, performed 
acoustically on MTV), he opted, 
with typical perversity, for a set that 
was firmly plugged in. Flunked by 
shadowy men in cowboy hats, he 
looked slim and resplendent as he 
rook the stage in tight jeans, a long, 
shiny blue shin gathered at the 
waist and. most surprisingly, no 
guitar. 

Half of his band — bass player 
Tony Gamier and guitarist John 
Jackson — have accompanied 
Dylan ever since that 1991 tour, 
while Winston Watson (drums) and 
Bucky Baxter (steel guitar, mando¬ 
lin) have also been on board for 
several years. As they pushed off 
with a relaxed but alert Down in 
the Flood, it was immediately 
apparent that these four players 
have developed into a formidable 
and highly sympathetic unit and. 
more importantly still, that Dylan 
was making a serious attempt to 
project himself to the audience. 
Instead of the usual introverted 


mumbling, he actually addressed 
the words and melody of the sang, 
capping it off with a harmonica 
solo that was almost structured ami 
an ending that had obviously been 
rehearsed. This was a revelation. 

The attention to detail continued 
during a sympathetic version of / 
Want You and. after Dylan had 
strapped on a Stratocaster, a pow¬ 
erful Hendrix-style reading of All 
Along the Watchtawer. There was 
no new material, and no outra¬ 
geous liberties taken with the 
familiar arrangements as a rollcall 
of old favourites unfurled, among 
them a relaxed Just Like a Woman. 
a brisk, staccato Tangled Up in 
Blue, a delicate She Belongs to Me. 
marred only by Dylan's frightful 
guitar soloing, and a chunky 
Maggie's Farm. 

There was a brief acoustic section 
incorporating Don’t Think Twice 
it’s Alright and Mr Tambourine 
Man, which the crowd adored, and 
an impressive sequence of encores: 
Ballad of a Thin Man . It Ain’t Me 
Babe and Like a Bolling Stone. 
Well-paced and well-judged, this 
was Dylan in spellbinding form. 

The same, alas, could not be said 
for Elvis Costello, who opened the 
show. Armed with just an acoustic 
guitar, he ploughed through a 
selection of his most dolorous songs 
to genera] indifference. Indeed, the 
level of conversation in the audi¬ 
ence was so great during his part of 
the show that it sounded more like 
a cocktail party than a gig. 



As Marc Bo Ian, the metal guru of rock criticism once put it, Bobby’s alright Bobby’s alright he's a natural boro poet he’s just outtasight 


NEW ALBUMS: Juliana Hatfield goes looking for a fight, which Prince loses 


The wimp gets physical 


JULIANA HATFIELD 
Only Everything 
(Mammoth/east west 
450999886) 

THE Boston babe-led bands 
are enjoying something of a 
vintage year. With new al¬ 
bums from Belly and Throw¬ 
ing Muses already in the 
shops, it is now the turn of 
Juliana Hat&dd—formerly of 
the Blake Babies. Lemon- 
heads and her own Juliana 
Hatfield Three—to fly the flag 
on behalf of the New England 
alternative rock’n’roll sound. 

Recorded at Fort Apache 
studios, still the heart of the 
Boston scene, and co-pro¬ 
duced fry Paul Kolderie and 
Sean Slade (who number the 
likes of Dinosaur Jr. 
Radiohead and Hole among 
their previous clients). Only 
Everything is by a consider¬ 
able' distance Hatfield's most 
confident and downright 
noisy offering yet. 

Much heavier than Become 
What You Are. her previous 
album, it combines the swell¬ 
ing. grunge^guitar aesthetic of 
J. Mascis with a sensitive sing¬ 
ing style and die sort of 
pseudo-psychological lyrics 
much favoured by Kristin 
Hersh. “Am I only dreaming 
or did I wake up dead?/Throw 
me in the garbage”. Hatfield 
sings in Live On Tomorrow, a 
gender piece (musically) that 
details various trials of the 
flesh and spirit in nerveless 
detail. 

Despite the echoes of Sonic 
Youth, Nirvana and the Pix¬ 
ies, which can be heard all 



Who would ever have guessed that'inside Juliana Hatfield 
there was a hard-rocking mama just itching to burst out? 


over Only Everything, Hat¬ 
field successfully stamps her 
own distinctive mark on mate¬ 
rial ranging from the opening 
fuIHilt roexer, What A Life, to 
the slow, stately finale of You 
Blues. And if this all sounds as 
if she is having her cake and 
eating it. then that is about the 
size of it. And a tasty package 
it is too. 





The 169th Annual General Meeting of the 
Company will be held in the Head Office, 
3 George Street, Edinburgh on Tuesday 25 
April 1995 at 2.30pm. 

A member entitled to attend and vote is 
entitled to appoint a proxy to attend and vote. 
A proxy need not be a member. 

By order of the Board of Directors 

D M Simpson 

Secretary 

Edinburgh, 30 March 1995 

policyholders may obtain a copy of the Annual 
Report and Accounts, Including the agenda, by writing 
to the Customer Service Information Team at PO Box 
141,1 Tanfletd, Edinburgh EH3 SRG or by telephoning 
0131 - 245 2030. Proxy firms may be similarly obtained 
by members entitled to vote. 



STANDARD LIFE 



NEW POWER 

GENERATION 

Exodus 

(NPG Records / Ed elV Pinnacle 
6103-2NPG) . 

WHETHER Prince is per¬ 
forming “anonymously" on 
Top of the Pops with his head 
completely swathed in a scarf, 
or insisting that “music should 
be free" to large gatherings of 
admirers who have each paid 
E27.50 to reap the benefit of 
this wisdom, the royal squig- 
g'le's behaviour increasingly 
marks him out as a loose 
cannon on the deck of pop. 

Exodus is the latest salvo to 
be fired off in the battle 
against his record company. 
Warner Bros. The album is 
“produced, arranged, com¬ 
posed and performed by” 
Prince's backing group, the 
New Power Generation. Their 
crafty lord and master is. 
supposedly, not involved, but 
there are no prizes for guess¬ 
ing the identity of the “mys¬ 
tery" musician called Tore 
Tora. 

It is said that executives at 
Warners feel that Prince is¬ 
sues too many records, with a 
resulting loss of quality con¬ 
trol. Listening to Exodus you 
can see their point. Although it 
hums along with a restless, 
vibrant energy- and boasts 
many fine performances, it is 
-basically an album of impro¬ 
vised. deep funk grooves and 
hastily assembled backing 
tracks. These are stitched to¬ 
gether with a succession of 
druggy. spoken-word 
routines. 


For his part the man we 
must now call Tora Tora has 
declared the album to be “an 
experiment in truth". But with 
the threat of legal action by 
Warners looming. Exodus 
sounds more like a trumped 
up exercise fin contractual 
brinkmanship. 

FREAK POWER 
.Drive-Thru Booty 
. t(4th and 1 Broadway S4 063) - 
PROMPTING widespread in¬ 
difference when it was first 
released last October. Drive- 
Thru Booty is being re¬ 
launched in the wake of the 
recent Tbp Three success of 
the single Turn OnjTune In, 
Cop Out. That song, which 
memorably served as the 
soundtrack to the Levi’s adver¬ 
tisement featuring a glamor¬ 
ous transvestite shaving in the 
back of a New York cab, is 
typical of the album's under¬ 
stated^tiharm. 

An alliance between .singer 
and trombone player Ashley 
Slater (previously of Micro- 
groove) and former Beats In- 
. temational supremo, Norman 
' Cook, now; (flaying guitar and 
singing, Freak Power have set 
up their stall where the 
end of rare-groove meets l 1 
retro. 

The message is kept deliber¬ 
ately vague— “We got karma, 
we am what we am" pretty 
well sums it up — but slinky 
soul grooves, such as Change 
My Mind, featuring electric 
piano, flute, wah-wah guitar 
and Slater's creaky. Sly Stone- 
influenced vocals, have an 
infectious appeal and a dy¬ 
namic charge that 
straight to the feet 

ROYALTRUX 
Thank You - ■ ■ ■ 

(Hut 7243 8 40206) 

A SPECTACULARLY 
erate bunch of misfits 
New York, Royal Trux are the 
underground link between the 
Rolling Stones .and Sonic 
Youth. Among some mediocre 
performances, and almost 
buried under a ton of murky 
attitude, there is a handful of 
truly great songs on Thank 
You, a rough, bluesy collection 
unlikely to be mistaken for the 
new Duran Duran album of 
the same title. 

Approximately tuned gui¬ 
tars lurch against the bear 
during Map of the City, a 
heroically slovenly lament 
with a splendid, descending 
chorus, while Ray O Vac. a 
relatively lighthearted, coun¬ 
try-rock singalong, finds the 
voices of Jennifer Herrema 
and NeU Hagezly dinging to 
each other for support, like a 
pair of winos stumbling down 
an alley late at night 

David Sinclair 


1 The Colour Of My Love.....—............_— Celine Dion 

2 Medusa.Lennox 

3 Made In England ...„Efton John, 

4 Wake Up!«........Boo Radleys (Creation) 

5 Greatest Hite............—....—. Bruce Springsteen (ColumbiE 

6 EJastfca ■■■■««—tim«HaEf flS DOO /I 

7 No Need To Argue --—. ..Cranberries 

8 PeridHe^...—.....— ......Blur ‘i 

9 Subhuman Race........Skid Row (Af 

10 The Bends...-..Radfohead (Partophone) 

CompMbyMna 


T here comes a time in a 
music journalist's life, 
usually around die age 
of 30. when the realisation hits 
home that they have never 
written anything longer than 
2D00 words. Which means 
they only have 2000-word 
ideas, and 2000-word dreams, 
and, worse still. ZOOO-word 
pay cheques. Massive drifts of 
depression tend to set in, 
followed by an increasingly 
urgent desire to do something 
worthwhile. 

And so they write a book. 
Usually its other a fairly 
entertaining stagger through 
My Drug Nights With The. 
Bass-Player From Special 
•School or dull historical potz. 
ridge about how the Beatles 
nicked everything they knew 
from Chuik Berry. Oh, like, 
thanks. Cheers for reminding 
us, we’d all forgotten for ten 
minutes, etc. 

But tins spring has seen a 
bizarre trend of stunningly 
well-written books that stretch 
your brain and swell your 
heart with every page. And, 
even more bizarrefy, the best 
three books deal with Gender 
In Rock —and it’s not boring. 

Karen O’Brien is a BBC 
World Service producer and 
freelance writer. Her second 
book. Hymn to Her: Women 
Musicians Talk is very simple 
in format — brief introduction 
to each artist, then seven or 
eight pages of pure, uninter¬ 
rupted quotes from the musi¬ 
cians. covering any subject 
they wish, but mainly concen¬ 
trating on the music industry 
and the problems of being a 
woman therein. 

Its power lies in the non-bias 
— an almost heroic lack of ego 
on the part of the author 
allows, for instance, the reader 
to like Yoko Ono within two 
paragraphs, and, by the end of 
tiie chapter, positively howl 
with indignation at her mis¬ 
treatment over the years. Mo 
Tucker, Kirsty MacColl and 
Suzanne Vega also cone 
.across clearer and stronger 
than they do in “normal" 
interview, because their own 
agendas within the music 
industry are not diluted or 
corrupted by the agenda of, as 
is usual, a male journalist 

W hatever anyone says, 
there is a difference 
between male and 
female journalises and musi¬ 
cians. Ail the musicians inter¬ 
viewed become exceedingly 
indignant at reviews and inter¬ 
views that have concentrated 
on. and even denigrated, the 
shapes of their bodies and the 
way they style their hair. 
Things have not progressed 
one jot since the 1950s, when, 
Ono recalls, “People didn't say 
to a woman: “What do you do?" 
Women were either beautiful 
or not very beautiful" 

The music industry is still 
sadly fuelled, in the main, by 
male fantasy, and men do not 
usually fantasise about ab¬ 
surdly talented singer-song- 
writers with 32in waists. This 
is why you do not see many 
absurdly talented singer-song¬ 
writers with 32in waists — 
they’re out there, but they 
won’t be on your television, on 
your radio or in your record 
shop until more women within 
the industry start waving ihe 
chequebook. . 

- Amy Raphael's book. Never 
Mind the Bollocks: Women 
Rewrite Bock, is roughly simi¬ 
lar in format to Hymn to Her. 
Raphael provides, a bltter- 

iv uiMiKv ur luwnnirm 


I am woman, 
hear me raw 

From Yoko Ono to Courtney Love, 
the riot grrls get a few things off 
their chests in a trio of new books 


sweet introduction, 
printing out- the 
Secret History- of 
ja&omeXLjJL Rockj=. 


which runs in tan¬ 
dem with all those 
males in rock, but is 
frequently forgotten 
or ignored — and 
then allows her in¬ 
terviewees to vent 
their spleen, docu¬ 
ment their strug¬ 
gles, or enthuse 
about' the music and 
female artists they love. 

Courtney Love, possibly the 
most misunderstood, mistreat¬ 
ed and frequently misguided 
woman in rode since Ono (and 
no. foe comparison has noth¬ 
ing to do with dead husbands), 
has 28 pages in which to 



CATTLIN 

MORAN 


the 


document her expe¬ 
riences. and to 
theorise about femi- 
_nism_ _ anti.—pop. 
music, and ins still 
not enough. She 
quotes widely from 
Susan Fhludi. Na¬ 
omi Wolf and Toni 
Morrison’s novel. 
Suio: and talks 
frankly about her 
_ husband’s femi¬ 
nism (one of Kurt 
Cobain’s last quotes was “The 
future of rock belongs to 
women"). If anyone wishes to 
understand what Love has 
had to go through, this is 
definitely recommended. 

Finally, Simon Reynolds 
and Joy Press's The Sex Re¬ 
volts: Gender, Rebellion and 


RodCn’RolL Reynolds’s first 
book. Blissed Out, is possibly 
the greatest book ever written 
about rock music — the lan¬ 
guage of obsession leaks from 
every page; metaphors are 
piled on top of each other until 
the whole edifice sways gently 
in the breeze. 

With his wife Joy Press 
(whose name does sound un¬ 
commonly like a sexual tech¬ 
nique popular in the mid- 
1970s] Reynolds has continued 
his love affair with the English 
language over the hefty 388 
pages of The Sex Revolts, 
which can now be officially 
proclaimed as foe second-best 
book ever written about rode 
music. The fed that it defini¬ 
tively tackles women and gen¬ 
der throughout rock'n’roll’s 
appealingly grubby 40-year 
history is foe cherry on a 
particularly toothsome word 
cake. A warning—this book is 
so fearfully intellectual your 
brain might explode. Mine did 
by page 43. 

• Hymn to Hen Women Mu¬ 
sicians Talk, by Karen O'Brien, 
published try Virago (£939). Never 
Mind the Bollocks: Women Re¬ 
write Rock, by Amy Raphael 
(Virago, £9.99). The Sex Revolts: 
Gender, Rebellion and 
Rodfn’Roll. by Simon Reynolds 
and Jay Press (Serpents Tail, 
£1439) 


the boo radleys 

WAKE UP! 

THE IEW ALBUM 

OUT NOW 

CD ’ IP ’ CASSETTE 

“...this, then, is the boo radleys 
calling - irresistible vocal layering, 
a bottom-o£the-boots love of classic 
pop, and a grin .”^ 4/5 


QnTftly-3n.Aprfl; 

3rd NEWCASTLE Riverside 
4th GLASGOW Garage 
5th LEEDS Irish Centre 
7th MA NCHE STER MDH 
8th SHEFFIELD Leadmill " 
9th CAMBRIDGE Junction 
10th WOLVERHAMPTON 

Wnlfrim Hall . 

12th PORTSMOUTH 

Pyramids Centre y 
13th LONDON Astoria 
29th LONDON 

Shepherds Bush Empire 


a creation records product 

hrtp://\vww;nni3icbasc^o.tik/inaslc/crcatitra/ 
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32 INFOTECHAPPOINTMENTS _ th f.timesfripaymarch 3 ims 

David Guest sifts through the information on project managers and comes up with career prospects in this relatively new IT area 


Putting yourself 
in the frame 


I f you have the right technical 
talents, you can command a 
high salary in information 
technology. Though the tech¬ 
nologies in demand come and go. 
managerial skills, political acuity 
and personal flexibility are not so 
transirary. 

Project management, a relatively 
recent discipline in IT. is also one of 
those areas that commands a high 
salary. Jim Mackay. an adviser on 
large projects for the Computer 
Management Group (CMC), says: 
“Project management has been 
around for 10 to 15 years. Before 
that group leaders did the same 
sort of job. bur the role was not as 
well defined. In IT. we still don't 
have the career structure in project 
management properly sorted out." 

Geoff Wright, a senior project 
management consultant with the 
Gunon Consultine Group, based in 
Rcdhill. Surrey, believes that this 
question of structure is being 
resolved in favour of project man¬ 


agers. "Trends in business sue 
moving their way," he says, citing 
the popular practice of organising 
work into a series of projects 
performed by adaptable teams. "1 
think the potential is unlimited For 
most people. Project management 
gives them a more rapid exposure 
than do other areas to the hierar¬ 
chies of their companies.'' 

Mr Wright says the financial 
rewards show similar potential. 
“You will find a lot of people calling 
themselves project managers who 
are earning very low salaries. But 
take, say, a project manager in his 
early thirties in charge of replacing 
a foreign exchange system which 
would involve demanding users, 
pressure ro perform, a team of four 
or five people and three or four 
technical interfaces, and hell be on 
£35.000 to £40,000 a year. A good 
project director for a very large 
project is guaranteed to be earning 
more than £100,000." 

Mr Wright and Mr Mackay 


agree that there are drawbacks to 
project management Mr Wright 
says: “You can be carved up. You 
need political as well as technical 
astuteness, especially at a senior 
level. And the stop-start nature of 
the work disturbs some people. 
When you complete a project, you 
might have nothing to do until the 
next one comes along, and some 
people aren't happy in that kind of 
environment." 

Mr Mackay adds: “If something 
goes wrong on a project, the project 
manager is exposed to blame. It is 
also difficult to bill project manage¬ 
ment as a high-level executive 
position in a static organisation. 
Projects go through and then teams 
are disbanded." 

Mr Wright joined IBM as a 
graduate entrant on the technical 
sales support side, moving up 
through systems analysis and de¬ 
sign. 'Until recently, that would 
have been regarded as a typical 
route: now. he says, high-flyers 




TONY WHITE 










Good project managers should have "political" and technical skills, says Geoff Wright 


from the business community have 
established a second line of ap¬ 
proach. 

Mr Mackay has set up a project 
management development group 
at CMG and the skills he looks for 
go far beyond the technical. “It can 


be very helpful and useful if you 
have done the jobs the members of 
your team will be doing, to be sure 
people are on the right track. But as 
projects get larger, there is more 
effort in managing the surrounding 
environment. You become more of 


a project director and political 
awareness is important 
“At this stage, the problems are 
likely to be in the management of 
sub-contractors. It is not uncom¬ 
mon to have a dozen or more 
organisations contributing to a 


large systems-integrarion project 
and iL is quite tough." . 

Mr Wright, who has experience 

of setting up similar project manag¬ 
er career development _Pro¬ 
grammes. candidly admits: You. 
rant tell who will succeed. I would 
say that at leasr 70 per cent cf mg 
knowledge needed comes from 
actually doing the job, as opposed. 
to training and the use of tools. 

A attitude is important. Mr 
Wright says. “People 
must want responsibility 
and to have as much of. 

the resource as possible under their 

control. Genuine project managers 
are prepared to take responsibility 
and stick their necks out" 

As well as advancing a career m 
IT. project management might also 
broaden it into the business world 
beyond. Could a project manager 
from an IT background take on a 
large project in another area? Mr 
Mackay says that he would proba¬ 
bly have 60 or 70 per cent of the 
skills needed for a construction 
project, “but my technical limitat¬ 
ions would bring me up short". 

On the other hand, as Mr Wright 
points oul in large projects the 
technical skills should be embed- - 
ded in the team. "It depends." he 
says, "on the size and nature of the 
project as to whether you really 
need the indigenous background — 
and that can be in IT. business 
or industry." 


IT Consultants 

Strategic Business Development in Professional Services 

Bracknell ECompetitive + Bonus + Package 


□ur client is Hewlett Packard and. by revenue, the 
world’s largest vendor of UNIX systems - a lead 
they firmly intend to maintain. In the lest year they 
have increased their reputation for eliminating risk 
in the delivery of Open Systems Solutions, and have 
set new standards for success within the UK. 

Now they are looking to strengthen key areas in 
their Professional Services Organisation. Join them 
in one of these areas and you will contribute to a 
division with the innovative strategic solutions which 
are breaking down traditional proprietary 
technologies. You wilf be part of a company that 
consistently adds value through Business and 
Technical Consulting. Project Management, FM and 
Systems Integration. 

Market opportunities have resulted in the rapid 
growth of the Consultancy Practice, leading to the 
need to recruit business-aware IT Consultants into 
senior account-focused roles. Operating at the 
highest levels and working alongside Sales Account 
Managers in a range of blue chip companies, you will 
play a major role in selling, managing and delivering 
consultancy to potential and existing customers. 


You will use your business skills and industry 
knowledge (especially retail, automotive or 
manufacturing] and technical understanding to 
develop and deliver solutions to resolve business 
problems which enable organisations to make positive 
and fundamental change. 

Ideally with a leading FT consultancy or services 
provider, you will have an outstanding record selling 
concepts and closing high value business. Of graduate 
calibre, you will have the chance to build end shape a 
substantial and ever-changing key business unit within 
this con stan t l y evolving company. 

Please submit a full CV to our Advising 
Consultant, Andrew Lawson at: Innovation 
Recniftment Consultants, Victoria House, 64 Paul 
Street, London EC2A 4NA or alternatively fax 
your CV on 0171 613 2869. All applications wRI 
be treated in the strictest confidence. Please 
remember to include your current salary details 
and a daytime contact number. If you require 
further infor ma tion, please call 0171 613 2464. 
Any agency enquiries should be directed through 
Innovation Recruitment Consultants. 


Executive Consultant 

Help shape the future of IT 
in the Insurance Sector 


Wja 1 HEWLETT 
ftXfl PACKARD 


Based Thames Valley 

The company is 101.. The business is 
information technology. The chjliencc is ro 
double the revenue oi our million 

Financial Services Division within :he next 
three years. 

It's j goal within reach thanks ro ICL's 
established reputation for innovation in 
system*; and serv ices, hacked b> a commitment 
ro providing comprehensive long term support. 
Indeed. 1C 1 clients throughout :he l/K and more 
than SO other countries relied or. our expertise to 
the nine of £ 2.h billion, in l M *4 alone. 

In Financial Services our j;r.b:nuus targets 
for furure performance w-ii be achieved 
rhrnugh the provision of qyjfrrj soiurio.T. ro 
our clients' evolving business needs. To drive 
rhis process, we are now -t-eking i senior 
Executive Consultant with the skills to 
strengthen rhe division's J.'vrloprrjcr,: ar.J 
penetration into selected niche markets. 

Reporting to the President o: Financial 
Services, you will assume responsibility tor rhe 
creation, implementation ar.d growth oi 
profitable business opportunities, ir. the 
General Insurance Scdor ‘cradle to crave’i 
with a particular crmpha»i> on the European 
market. Within this, vou will be accountable 


c.£75k OTE 

for defining the business plan, acquiring the 
necessary produers to achieve it and 
implementing effective sales and marketing 
strategies. 

As our senior Executive Consultant you 
will need to demonstrate practical experience 
of the General Insurance Sector at Executive 
Board Level, including a knowledge of 
business technology requirements within major 
insurance organisations. Equally important 
will be your entrepreneurial flair, high degree 
of business acumen, self motivation and resulrs 
focus. The role also calls for a fine balance of 
sales, marketing and general management 
skills, coupled with strategic vision and rhe 
ability ro make things happen in a growth 
business sector. A knowledge of the European 
insurance marker would naturally be highly 
regarded. 

If you have the tenacity and expertise to 
meet this exrr.iordmary challenge, please 
submit your O.V. and details of current 
remuneration to our consultants. Eurosearch 
Associates, 20 North Srreier, Lc.irhcrhead, 
Surrey KT22 7AS. Tel: 01372 361144. 
Fax: 01372 3"T250. Attention of Colin Peters. 

Applications close 24th April 1995. 
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KPM& Management Consultants 


NEW ZEALAND 


WE SEE 


THE LIGHT 


BEFORT 

MOST PEOPLE 


MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 

New Zealand has been undergoing significant 
reform and restructuring and the economy is now 
characterised by: 

• low inflation; 

• moderate interest rates; and 

• high growth relative to other OECD countries. 

In addition. New Zealand offers significant 
benefits in terms of lifestyle and career 
opportunities. In a'country this size you are able 
to have a successful professional career, be noticed 
in a diverse business community, and be a key team 
member of a challenging and professional 
international organisation.You can also leave, the 
office at 6pm and be home by 6.1 Spin. 

KPMG Management Consulting are recognised 
leaders in the New Zealand marketplace, providing 
state-of-the-art management consulting services 
to a diverse client base including both Government 
and Commercial Sectors. Due to their continued 
success, they are now offering opportunities to 
outstanding business professionals, to join the team 
of over one hundred professional personnel. 

If you are a highly motivated, self-starting 
business professional with a strong record of 
achievement in your field then these positions will 


be of appeal to you. You must be a strong team 
player, display well developed interpersonal skills, 
be committed to delivering excellence in customer 
service, and also have the ability to attract and 
secure new business for the organisation. Your 
commercial skills will be a major factor in your 
success in these roles. 

This is a unique opportunity to be part of a 
consulting organisation delivering a range of high 
quality multi-disciplinary services, including: 

• Information & Technology Services 

• Business Process Re-engineering 

• Strategic Management 

- Organisational Development 

• Organisational Psychology 

• Financial Management 

• Human Resource Consulting 

111 addition to an attractive remuneration 
package we are committed to ensuring our 
consultants achieve an appropriate balance in their 
professional and private lives. 

Please contoct our selected consultants. Sue Lindsay 
or Barbara Troy an 64-4-302 1232. Alternatively fax 
u; on 6 4-4-802 I 226 or post your resume to K PtA<3 
Executive Resources, PO Box 24-096, Wellington, New 
Zealand.Applications dose on Tuesday, 18 April I99S. J 
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W PLACE FOR 


ORIGINAL 

w 

THINKERS 


EUROPEAN MARKETING MANAGER 

Computer Software 

Our diem is a world leading us software company producing sophisticated open-systems document 
pubticaton and document management solutions for the high end professional environment Used by top 

international corporations their woducte have all the power tools needed to create and manage complex 
structured documents. Continued success in Europe has created the need to appoint a European 
Marketing Manager baaed ai their European headquarters west of London. 

Reporting to the European Vice PieadenL your bnet will be to develop and implement marketing 
programmes throughoul the European marketplace Vbu twfl be expected to wort-: with regional sates 
oganisations to taftor marketing activities to the needs of the individual county markets. Liaison with the US 
marketing team will be necessary to co-ordinate European activities with both the over-afl product strategy 
and the programmes running in the US 

Educated to degree feral posatty with an MBA you mud have experience of a similar European 
marketing role in the computer software industry. Cantfidahas should demonstrate good interpersonal sklte, 
ihe ability io work In a team with seasoned safes managers, a thorough working knowledge of the 
marketing mix ■ direci mail PR maicom. advertising - and be able to put together both channel and 
buslness-to-business market development programmes A knowledge of publishing and a second 
European language is desirable. 

this is an ideal opportunity tor a seasoned European marketing professional, in return you can expect 
a competitive remuneration package and the prospect of an exerting and challenging role with an 
expanding market leader 

For an Immecflate assessment of your suitability, please contact Richard Champion in the strictest 
confidence TOtW on (01562) 884166 between 5pm aid 7pm. 

Altamaftrefy. please submit a comprehensive Curriculum Vitae, CHAMPION! RT k 

including daytime telephone number and salary detail ta k 

Champion & Partners Ltd, PaHadum House. Li U m. 

141 Worcester Road, Hagfey, West MkSands DYB 0NW. "SEARCH & SELECTION; 

m (01562) 88383a Fax (01562) 885941, _ 



TRAINER/ 
PROGRAMMER 


6 month + contract 

Vbutl IMc, MS Acoca A 
Computer fined Tamms dWt 

City baud 

Contact Rob at Hantcnkil 
(agy) quoting n£ 0H5 


0171 383 3888 


a«iMfeUi< 



AH Box number repflaa 
should be addressed 
be 

BOX No-_ 

C/oThelbne* 
Newspapers 
PA BOX 3563, 
Virginia Street 
London El 90A 


MAC COMMUNICATIONS 
SPECIALIST 
£NEG 

Working for a leading typographical house based in 
central London, providing communications solutions 
with reference lo ISDN, modem links, real time 
environments, networking both nationally and 
inter nati o n ally. 

MAC SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

H8-22K 

FM spetialisi seeks support operative to be based at 
client she in Leathcrhead. Supporting a network of over 
40 Macs LAN and 40 Macs on WAN. The successful 
applicant will be felly conversant with Word, Excd and 
DTP packages, 

MAC/PC SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

£lS-l8K 

Leading m anu fa cturer based Horsham, seeks to roenrit a 
support person from either Mac or a PC background with 
at least one years work experience. 

For farther details please call John Florence 
nr Sue Nnnn at MacTemps on 

0171 839 1500 
or &z on 0171 9306500 


► High Profile Role -4 

► Rapid & Strategic Growth Area <4 

► Advanced Technology Environments *41 

► Workflow & Document Image Processing 

► European Consultancy & Services Business ^ 

Business Manager 

to c. £55,000 + Bonus + Car 

* 

T 

Based at the European Headquarters (in Surrey) of a world leading 
organisation specialising in the provision of products, software 
services and consultancy within the Financial Sector 

My client seeks an outstanding professional bo head their 
specialist workflow consultancy services operation. Their 
product offering - a powerful WORKFLOW/IMAGING product 
based on the latest client/server, OO/GUI technology - is 
delivering improved business performance to their clients 
throughout Earope. 

▼ 

Confident ol your ability to ensure continued business growth and to manage a 
multi-million pound European consultancy group, you wll lead and motivate a 
rapidly growing team ol multi-disciplined professionals. 

You Mil have a good understanding ol Business Process Re-engineering/ 
Workflow Management concepts and/or Client/Server technology - ideally 
gained within professional consultancy or software services organisations. 

For further information please contact Chris Hewitt. Bite Compater Staff Limited. 

Kmgstons House. 15 Coombe Road, 

Kingston upon Thames. Surrey KT2 7AD. 

Tel: 0181 -974 5565 (24 fws) 

I or 0181-330 4083 feuenings/Weekends) 

Fax: 0,8HW 5704 


RECRUITMENT DECISKW 


Business Development Executiv<T~j 

*” c, M 

software consultancy, specialising in bankina ankMiwm 1 

A candid#* « Wr^wught to maxima 

the further development of UK and omens,32!^ mmWQ 

THE ROLE THE QUALIFICATIONS 

• Responsible to the Directors tor • At feast 6 v an rt airrui . i , _ - , 

• Spearhead Ihe drive tor increasing • Hig/Tfv self mrui. ■ ■ - 

company sales. * *5117 ^ "“mated wtti developed 

• _ i _ - „ SJ y M mana 9 Bm ®nt Efcfes with a 

• Develop Company awtrenese In the cu ™ ,lil3T 'Wit to quaBty and customer 

banking market service. 

• The aunty to obtain addttpmif soles * Th ® canAla » must bo a parsuesh* 

through assisting wfth enquiries, ™ ig °” ator the abttty tobuBd 
presentations end training. oomkfense In the company. 


Pfeaao send a comprehensive C.V., 

including salary history and a daytime 
t ot n ph one number in Sem an d ta CYPowd 

at the address opposite. 


Software AS Ltd 
Telfords Yard 
6-8 The Highway 
London El 9 BO 
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INFOTECH 


O Pi--n.jiov.uk is the ad¬ 
dress that you newJ m 
□acss JhL- fir^i 
«aken b> the Govern- 
™ a L ‘ n,i:r 'he informal ion 
superhisslnvjy. But will hating an 

5!S° n m addrtss far ,hl ‘ Internet 
mem? mCJn ninre “P*" uovern- 

Call up the rjuvernment online 

and underneath a photoL-raph ul 

Big Ben and the Houses .if Parlia- 
mem are links in a varieiv u f 
mtormanon ureas. Irum careers in 
the Royal Air Force to the Economic 
Development Office fur Bristol, 
and from the Communicable Dis¬ 
ease Surveillance Centre in the 
Depanmeni of the Environment. 

It is only a pilot service and 
information on most of the topics is 
limited. The DoE information, for 
^sample, is merely a page entitled 
Basic Credit Approvals fnr Local 
Authorities, hut at least it can no 
longer be said that Britain is 
completely missing the point when 
it comes to talk of the digital 
revolution. 


The Treasury has its own elec¬ 
tronic address bui the rest of the 
Government's electronic area is 
run by the CCTA. Once the Central 
Computer and Telecommunica¬ 
tions Agency, the CCTA now 
describes itself as the Government 
Centre for Information Systems. 

It defines its role as promoting 
the effective use of information 
systems by rhe public sector and 
has just cumpleted a prototype of 
what it calls a "community access 


Could open 
government 
now be on 
the cards? 


Matthew May looks at the first steps by 
the Government to give the public 
information by going online 


terminal". This public sector ver¬ 
sion uf a multimedia kiosk can mix 
pictures, text and voice on a 
computer screen to present infor¬ 
mation and read a smuricard. 

The purpose, says the CCTA. is to 
demonstrate the potential for cen¬ 
tral and local government, giving 
the pubfie -‘integrated information 
from u single access poinl". 

This week the agency hosted a 


meeting of officials from the Group 
or Seven industrialised nations to 
discuss “Government On-Line" — a 
joint project lucking at such areas 
as how to introduce the use of 
electronic mail and video-confer¬ 
encing between guvemmenls. li is 
alsp examining how to introduce 
online transactions between gov- 
emmeni and business — such as 
licensing applications and tax — 



The shape of things to come: a public multimedia kiosk activated by a smart card 


and providing government infor¬ 
mation online that can be accessed 
from the home and in libraries. 

Will all this activity really mean a 
more open government? Quite 
probably. If governments take the 
decision to use the information 
superhighway, and the usual rea¬ 
sons of cast saving and efficiency 
feature high up on the COTA'S list 
for doing so. then more open 


government is a likely result wheth¬ 
er it is wanted or not. 

Charles Cox. who runs the public 
sector division of Hoskyns. the 
large computer services company. 
is convinced a new era is on the 
way. "As information and govern¬ 
ment services become increasingly 
accessible to citizens in their homes 
— via the information superhigh¬ 
way — the accountability of the 


Civil Service to the citizen will 
intensify and open government will 
be given real meaning." he told a 
conference of more than 300 civil 
servants last week. 

"Add 10 this. for example, the 
ability of smancards to carry 
credits for service entitlement and 
real markets in public services with 
the citizen as direct purchaser could 
soon emerge Mr Cox said. 


Whatever the impact of the 
CCTA's plans, if a nation is to go 
online it would by no means be 
limited to central and local govern¬ 
ment. The British Library, for 
example, has just put Magna Carta 
online using the most user-friendly 
face of the Internet, the World Wide 
Web. . . , 

It means the library can include 
high-quality graphics and colour 
photographs. Internet users 
around the world can now view 
Magna Cana as a complete image, 
zoom in on specific sections and 
read a translation of the original 
Latin text. 

T he library's electronic ad¬ 
dress also includes images 
of important new acquisi¬ 
tions, music from manu¬ 
scripts in forthcoming exhibitions 
and a “virtual lour" of the new 
building at St Pancras. 

But other countries are ahead or 
us. This week Singapore an¬ 
nounced an online service that will 
allow its citizens to access the 
national library with a personal 
computer. Subscribers in schools, 
homes and offices will be able to 
search the library's catalogue, re¬ 
serve and renew books, check 
loans, and request home delivery. 

• Internet World Wide Web addresses: 
CCTA Government Information Service 
http:iiwww.opefl.gov.uk 
HM Treasury 

htrp://www.hm-treasuo , -BO v '- u k 
British Library 
http:iiportico.bLuk/ 


ONLINE 


l f'5 Joe, at YWe. t^ara^e -.. 



IMAGINE a car so smart that it can diagnose its own 
mechanical problems and report them by telephone to a 
mechanic... Imagine learning from your mechanic, before 
that gasket blows, that you need to make a repair ... and 
imagine avoiding breakdowns on a lonely, dark road. 

Bob Frankenberg. chief executive of Novell, the software 
company that specialises in computer networks, says that his 
company is already working with a large car manufacturer 
and could introduce such a system in 1998. 

The object is to find a way automatically to collect and 
transmit data from car computers to mechanics or dealers 
who can then alert drivers to needed repairs. 


Chips with 
everything 

INTEL is close to complying 
work on its idea of making 
microprocessor chips, tike 
Intel's Pentium, do more of a 
computer's functions. 

The company say s that the 
dozen wires and six or seven 
add-in cards needed to allow 
the average computer to han¬ 
dle multimedia and com¬ 
munications applications 
can be eliminated. 

But the idea has met with a 
cold reception from some 
others in the computer indus¬ 
try. Manufacturers of add-in 
cards, modem links and oth¬ 
er computer peripherals 
don’t necessarily share Intel's 
vision of an all-purpose chip. 

Forum date 

NICHOLAS Negroponte, 
the multimedia guru, will 
speak at a Times/ Dillons 
forum next Thursday, April 
6. Mr Negroponte, head of 
the Media Laboratory at 
MIT in Boston, will be 
discussing the digital revolu¬ 
tion on the day his new book 
Being Digital is published. 

The forum will be held at 
the Institute of Education, 20 
Bedford Road. London WCL 
at 7.30pm. £10 tickets (conces¬ 
sions £7.50) include a £2 
reduction on the book and 
can be booked by telephone 
at Dillons: 0171-915 6613. 

Net widens 

ACCORDING to MCI Com¬ 
munications. most Internet 
users are men aged between 
25 and 35. But. says the US 


telecoms company, which is 
planning to offer businesses 
a way to provide online 
shopping on the global net¬ 
work. all this will change 
radically in the autumn. The 
introduction of Microsoft's 
Windows "95 will, it says, 
open up the Internet to about 
50 million additional users. 

Sound waves 

WHEN the surf calls nowa¬ 


days it beeps. About 430 
dedicated windsurfers have 
subscribed to a Californian 
pagi ng service that tells them 
at work or home when the 
wind is right 

The paging service. Call of 
the Wind, is the idea of 
inventor and windsurfer Jim 
Martin. His network covers 
14 areas in California:: When 
the onshore breeze hits about 
I4mph. customers get 
beeped. 


Looking east 

THE world's largest multi¬ 
media computer exhibition 
and conference is to be held 
in Singapore from May 23- 
26. Dreamt up by Bill Gales, 
Microsoft's founder, rhe exhi¬ 
bition is in recognition of the 
fact that the Asia Pacific 
region is one of the fastest 
growing markets for multi- 
media and CD-Rom. 

Products on show for the 
first time wall include a 
surveillance system that can 
monitor up to eight cameras 
in different locations from a 
single personal computer by 
telephone from anywhere in 
the world. 

China calling 

THE Chinese Government 
says it expects that aU of its 
urban households will have a 
telephone by the year 2000. 
China has only 43 million 
telephone lines for its \2 
billion people, but predicts 
this will rise to 114 million 
lines by the end of the decade. 
But with a telephone line in 
China costing 5,000 yuan 
(£400) — a year’s average 
wage — and waiting lists 
hitting six months, it will be a 
tough task. 

In trouble 

CRAY Computer, a manufac¬ 
turer of supercomputers, has 
filed for bankruptcy protec¬ 
tion from creditors under 
Chapter 11 of the US bank¬ 
ruptcy code. Cray Computer 
has no direct relationship to 
Cray Research, the largest 
US supercomputer maker. 
Injotech is edited by Matthew 
May. E-mail address: 

man_dmes@ddpln.aHn 


Build confidence with a screwdriver 


Computer-blind executives are 
offered the inside story of the PC 


PAYING £3.000. plus VAT. 
for a five-day course on per¬ 
sonal computers may seem 
excessive, even for the high- 
tedttraining industry. Mat¬ 
thew May writes. 

But if it includes the right to 
take away a personal comput¬ 
er that vou built yourselt. 
perhaps the cost is not so high. 

The idea comes from 
Chartercourt Technology- 
based in Rcmisey. Hampshire, 
which says it is aiming me 
residential course primarily at 
company bosses who have 
personal computer “techno- 
phobia" and promising that 
customers will never again oe 


at the mercy of “computer 
jargoneers". 

Chartercourt says it will 
require all those who altend to 
build their own computer 
before receiving any tuition on 
how to operate business soft¬ 
ware packages. 

“Many of today's top execu¬ 
tives have either been able 
deliberately to avoid using 
PCs or have not had the 
opportunity to learn because 
computers were not common¬ 


place during their education," 
says Nick Hoskins, marketing 
director of Chartercourt 

“These people are noT in¬ 
spired to attend a basic soft¬ 
ware course more commonly 
available, but require a more 
stimulating challenge as a 
reason to gain more know¬ 
ledge in something that has 
left them cold." 

The building section of the 
course has been devised by 
Tom Porter, the author of 


Build Your Own Computer, a 
book that purports to explain 
how a PC can be assembled on 
a kitchen table with nothing 
more than a screwdriver. 

After 10 to 12 hours’ tuition, 
says Mr Porter, he expects 
those on the course to be ready 
to switch on their PCs. “By this 
stage the candidate has a 
much stronger understanding 
of the PC and the application 
of the software on to hard 
disks makes more sense." 

In order to “add confi¬ 
dence", Chartercourt says it 
will provide a year's support 
for the self-builr PCs and a 
five-year guarantee. 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 



THE SEARCH CONTINUES... 

Houston*, Toronto, Singapore*, Melbourne, Japan, 
Zurich, Holland*, Germany, France, UK* 


Functional Specialists 
Project Leaders 
Business Analysts 
Basis Consultants 
Technical Support 
Analysts/Programmers 


RM-Mat/PPS 

Oil/Petrochemicals 

RV, RF, RK/SD, CO, FI 

RB/BC 

R2/R3 

R2/R3 


* Graduate status not always essential for these positions 

BOSTON MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 

is an Anglo-American corporation retained to supply 
R2/R3 expertise to SAP Global Partners and end 
users. Interviews will be held near you in April 1995. 
All visas and relocation arranged. Cal) Boston 
Management Consultants, Inc. 01205 359535 
facsimile 359799 (7 days a week). 


IT Service Delivery Manager 


City 

This international professional services firm is currently 
undergoing a major change of technical infrastructure 
within its City headquarters and its other overseas offices 
towards an open, distributed environment. This will 
support the planned increase in levels of business and 
international growth. 

The IT Service Delivery Manager, reporting to the 
Director of IT. will initially be responsible for the efficient 
and timely implementation and migration of new systems 
and neiworks ro support the firm's IT strategy and for 
ensuring appropriate levels of operational availability and 
systems and user support. This will be achieved through 
the management of three subordinate groups focusing on 
operations, technical and user support. Following the 
implementation, the Manager will take responsibility for 
maintaining and developing the technical strategy and for 
ensuring the efficient ongoing delivery of service within a 
clear management framework. 

The successful candidate will have extensive experience 


c £50,000 + benefits 

of computer operations and-support, IT service 
management, major project management and best 
practice operational processes and procedures. 
Experience of managing a major roll out of a new 
technical environment covering PC/LAN and UNIX 
based platforms is essential. Strong people management 
skills and the personal presence and maturity to be 
credible at ait levels in the firm are required, as ore a 
commitment to delivery of service and the capability to 
operate effectively and responsively in a growing and 
rapidly changing environment. 

Please send full personal and career details, 
including current remuneration and daytime 
telephone number to; Barkers Response & 
Assessment, 30 Farringdon Street. London £C4A 
4EA, quoting reference 202A. 

Your CV will be forwarded to this client only. 
Please indicate any company to which your details 
should not be sent. 


LONDON TEL 071-306 0678 
BRISTOL • BIRMINGHAM 
NOTTINGHAM • MANCHESTER 
GLASGOW ■ EDINBURGH 



RECRUITMENT ADVERTISING 
RESPONSE HANDLING 
CANDIDATE ASSESSMENT 


GRADUATE RECRUITMENT 
EMPLOYEE COMMUNICATIONS 
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>f Lords _ Law Report March 311995 _ 

Selective pay freeze lawful Publication to be read as a whole 

*- •/ . . u. lu aoniM If 


Associated Newspapers Ltd v 
Wilson 

Associated British Ports v 
Palmer and Others 
Before Lord Keith of Kinkd. Lard 
Bridge of Harwich. Lord Browne- 
Wilkinson. Lord Sfynn of Hadley 
and Lord Lloyd of Berwick 
{Speeches March 16] 

The failure of employers to pay 
wage increases to employees who 
detuned to enter into new con¬ 
tracts recognising the termination 
of collective pay bargaining and 
die withdrawal of the right to 
union representation in that re¬ 
gard could not be characterised as 
" action" within the meaning of 
section 23(1) of the Employment 
Protection (Consolidation) Act 
1978. as amended by section 33 of 
and Scheduled to the Employment 
Act 1988, by reason of being an 
"omission" within the extended 
definition of "action" in section 

153(1]. 

There was in sufficient evidence 
to establish that the employers' 
purpose in withholding the pay 
increases had been to deter the 
applicant employees from being 
members of a trade union or to 
penalise them for their 
membership. 

The House of Lords (Lord Stynn 
and Lord Lloyd dissenting in part) 
allowed appeals by the employers. 
Associated Newspapers Ltd 
(“ANL") and Associated British 
Pons rABP“). from the Court of 
Appeal (Lard Justice DiLon. Lord 
Justice Butier-Sloss and Lord Jus¬ 
tice Farquharson) (The Times May 
5. 1993; [1994] ICR 97). who had 
allowed appeals by die respondent 
applicants. David William Wilson 
in the first case and Terence 
Arthur Edward Palmer. Brian 
Siediman and Arthur Wyeth in the 
second case, from the Employment 
Appeal Tribunal flJ992| ICR 68); 
(19931 ICR 101). The appeal tri¬ 
bunal. on June 25 and October 12, 
1992 respectively, had by major¬ 
ities allowed appeals by ihe 
employers from industrial tri¬ 
bunals. which hod upheld com¬ 
plaints by the respective applicants 
of infringement of their rights 
under section 23(1). 

Section 23. as amended, pro¬ 
vides; “(1) Every employee shall 
have the right not to have action 
(short of dismissal) taken against 
him as an individual by his 
employer for die purpose of — fa) 
preventing him or deterring him 
hum being or seeking to become a 
member of an independent trade 
union, or penalising him for doing 
so; or (b) preventing or deferring 
him from taking part in the 
activities of an independent trade 
union ... or penalising him for 
doing so..." 

Section 153 provides; "f J) Jn this 
Act... except so far as the context 
otherwise requires ... ’act' and 
'action' 1 each indudes omission and 
references to doing an act or taking 
action shall be construed 
accordingly.. ." 

Section 23 was repealed by the 
Trade Union and Labour Rela¬ 
tions [Consolidation) Act 1992 and 
replaced by section (46 of that Aa. 
The definition in section 153(1) is 
repeated in section 298 of the 1992 
Act 

Section 148 of the 1992 Act, 
replacing section 25 of the 1978Act. 
was amended by section 13 of the 
Trade Union Reform and Employ¬ 
ment Rights Act 1993. which 
provides: “In section 148 of the 1992 
Act (consideration of complaint of 
action short of dismissal), after 
subsection 0 there shall be 
inserted — ‘(3) In determining 
what was the purpose for which 
action was taken by the employer 
against the complainant in a case 
where — (a) there is evidence that 
the employers purpose was to 
further a change in his relation¬ 
ship with all or any class of his 
employees, and (b) there is also 
evidence dm his purpose was one 
falling within section 146. the 
(industrial) tribunal shall regard 
the purpose mentioned in para¬ 
graph (a) (and not the purpose 
mentioned in paragraph (b» as the 
purpose for which the employer 
took flte action, unless it considers 
that the action was such as no 
reasonable employer would take 
having regard to the purpose 
mentioned in paragraph (a)’." 

Mr Nicholas UnderhilL QC and 
Mr Brian Napier for ANU Mr 
John Hendy. QC and Miss Jen¬ 
nifer Eady for Mr Watson; Mr 
Patrick Elias. QC and Mr Nigel 
Giffin for ABP; Mr Jeffrey Burke. 
QC and Mr Peter Clark for Mr 
Palmer. Mr Steelman and Mr 
Wyeth. 

LORD BRIDGE said that for 
many years before 1989 ANL, 
publishers of the Daily Mail, the 
Mail on Sunday and the Evening 
Standard, had employed their 
staff of journalists below a certain 
level In the editorial hierarchy on 
the terms of various collective 
agreements with the National 
Union of Journalists ("NUn 


whereunder rates of pay and other 

terms and conditions of employ¬ 
ment had been determined fry 
negotiations between AN Land the 
union from time to time. 

In 1989 mere had beat In force a 
house agreement between ANL 
and the NUJ chapels representing 
employees in die ANL group. The 
editors of the three tides had bon 
anxious that ANL should ter¬ 
minate collective bargaining under 

the house agreement and enter 
into individual contracts with each 
journalist In due course the 
management had given notice to 
determine ibe house agreement 
with effect from April l. 1990. 
which they had ban lawfully 
entitled to da They had invited all 
those employed on the Terms of the 
house agreement to sign individ¬ 
ual contracts. The terms and 
conditions of employment had no! 
differed in any significant way but 
ANL had offered all those who 
were willing to sign Individual 
contracts before a certain date a 
pay increase of 45 per cent 
backdated to October 1.1989. 

Those who had been unwilling 
to sign had continued in employ¬ 
ment, effectively on the same terms 
as before, but had been told that 
they could not expea. and had not 
received, any pay increase until the 
next review of salaries on October 
1.1990. 

What had happened between 
ABP and their manual grade 
employees at Southampton had 
been very similar, save in one 
respect Prior to 1951 the rates of 
pay and other terms and con¬ 
ditions of employment of that 
group of employees had been 
determined by collective bargain¬ 
ing between ABP and the National 
Union of Rail, Maritime amd 
Transport Workers 

TNURMTW"). 

In February 1991. however. ABP 
had offered ail those employees the 
alternatives of entering into in¬ 
dividual contracts with effect from 
March !. 1991 or continuing under 
the existing regime of employment 
on whatever terms were agreed 
collectively between ABP and the 
union. 

The inducement to choose the 
former alternative had been an 
offer to each individual of a 
significant pay increase. The 
majority had accepted the offer, 
and the proportionate increases in 
their rates of pay from March 1. 
1991 had been substantially greater 
than those achieved by the union 
in negotiation for that years pay 
round on behalf of those who had 
opted to continue to have their 
rates of pay determined by the 
collect™? bargaining machinery. 

The courts below had been 
bound by National Coal Board v 
Ridgwqy (JI98/| ICR 641J to accept 
that the application of the defi¬ 
nition in section 153(1) of die 1978 
Aa to section 23(1) had the effect 
that, if an employer conferred a 
benefit on employee A which he 
withheld from employee B, the 
omission to confer the benefit on B 
might, if the rircumstances war¬ 
ranted such a finding, amount to 
"action... taken against" B for one 
of the prohibited purposes ir¬ 
respective of whether B had had 
any reasonable expectation of 
receiving that benefit. 

The novel question, raised for 
the first time on the present 
appeals, was whether the extended 
meanings of “action" and "taking 
action" provided by section 153(1) 
were properly to be applied to 
section 23(1) or whether this was a 
case where "the context otherwise 
requires". 

The crucial phrase to be con¬ 
strued in section 23(1) was “the 
right not to have action ... taken 
against him Mf that phrase was to 
be construed as embodying the 
extended meaning, one had first to 
expand the language so as to 
include the verb "oimt" or the noun 
"omission" to see how it read. 

The attempt to do that 
grammatically without substan¬ 
tially recasting the phrase and 
introducing additional words at 
once exposed the difficulty. His 
Lordship could not believe that any 
competent parliamentary drafts¬ 
man, intending that an omission 
by an employer to take action in 
favour of an employee should have 
the same consequences as positive 
action taken against him, would 
foil to spell out the circumstances 
in which the obligation to take 
action in favour of the employee 
was to arise. Otherwise he created 
an obvious ambiguity, as the 
difference ot judicial opinion in 
Ridgway wdl illustrated. 

To put it no higher, the question 
whether section 23(1) should be 
rewritten in some way so as to spell 
out expressly the meaning of 
“action" as including omission or 
whether the context required that 
the definition be not applied gave 
rise to a "real and substantia) 
difficulty" m the interpretation of 
the Act “which classical methods of 
construction cannot resolve" and 


thus entitled their Lordships to go 
behind the 1978 Act, a consolidat¬ 
ing Ad. to derive whatever assis¬ 
tance they could from the 
legislative history: see per Lead 
WUberforce in Farrell v Alexander 
019771 AC 59.73). 

His lordship referred to the 
Trade Union and Labour Rela¬ 
tions Act 1974 and die Employ¬ 
ment Protection Aa 1975 and 
continued; By parity of reasoning 
from Beswick v Beswick fll968[ AC 
58, 73, 77) per Lord Reid), if (he 
definition of "action” in section 
153(1) of the 1978 Ad was applied to 
section 23(1) not only did (me 
encounter the grammatical diffi¬ 
culty to which his Lordship had 
referred but it had also to be 
concluded that a consolidation Aa 
had substantially altered the pre¬ 
existing law in a way that neither 
the draftsman nor Parliament 
could have intended 

It seemed plain to his Lordship 
that both the draftsman of the 
consolidation Bill and the com¬ 
mittee who had approved it must 
have been satisfied that the defi¬ 
nitions of "aa" and "action" taken 
from the 1974 Aa were excluded by 
toe context of the phrase "ihe right 
nor to have action... taken against 
him" in section 53(1) of the 1975 Ad- 

Counsel for the appbeams in the 
ABP appeal had sought to sur¬ 
mount that hurdle by submitting 
that the policy of the relevant 
employment legislation had 
consistently outlawed discrimina¬ 
tion in any form 3gainst employees 
on account of their union member¬ 
ship and ihai the language of 
section 23(1). even if not extended 
by definition to apply to omissions, 
should nevertheless be construed 
liberally as having the same effect 
as that attributed to it by the 
majority in Ridgway. 

So far from supporting that 
submission, it seemed to his Lord- 
ship that a closer examination of 
Ihe legislative history conclusively 
refuted it. He found it quite 
impossible to hold that withhold¬ 
ing from the applicants the bene¬ 
fits conferred on some of their 
fellow employees, whatever its 
purpose might have been, had 
been capable of amounting to a 
contravention of section 23(1). He 
would overrule Ridgwtzy. 

Much of the argument in the 
courts below and in both appeals 
had been directed to questions 
relating to the relevant purpose of 
the employers. It had been less 
than dear in either case what 
precisely the industrial tribunal 
had found the employers' purpose 
to be. leaving it open to argument 
whether it had intended to find as a 
fed in the applicants' favour that 
the employers' purpose had been 
to deter them from being “mem¬ 
bers of an independent trade 
union" or to penalise them for 
being such members and. if so. 
whether there had been evidence to 
support such a finding. 

Since the repeal of sections II to 
16 of the 1975 Aa by the Employ¬ 
ment Act 1980. an employer had 
been a( liberty to decide for himself 
whether or not ID enter into or to 
continue in force an agreement 
with a trade union providing for 
collective bargaining. 

Whatever ANL* purpose might 
have been, having given notice to 
terminate their house agreement 
with the NUJ, in offering an 
inducement to employees to sign 
individual contracts before the 
notice expired, the only witness 
called by the employers before the 
industrial tribunal had given evi¬ 
dence that the management had 
had no intention of deterring their 
employees from continuing as 
members of the NUJ. 

The tribunal's derision did not 
indicate dial they bad rejected that 
evidence, and in fact the majority 
of the employees had continued to 
be members ever since. 

In the ABP case it had been plain 
that ABP had been seeking by 
means of an attractive offer to 
induce their employees voluntarily 
to quit the union's collective 
bargaining umbrella and to deal in 
future directly wiih ABP over their 
terms and conditions of employ¬ 
ment, but his Lordship could see 
nothing in the evidence recited in 
the tribunal's derision to suggest 
that they had been seeking to 
induce the employees to give up 
(heir union membership. 

The tribunal in the ABP case, in 
reaching the conclusion that the 
employers' relevant purpose 
contravened section 23(1)(a), had 
relied expressly on Discount To¬ 
bacco and Confectionery Ltd v 
Armitage 51990) IRLR 15). which, 
they had said was authority for the 
proposition that there was no 
genuine distinction between 
membership of a union on the one 
hand and making use of the 
essential services which that union 
has to offer such as representation 
on the other. 

In the Court of Appeal. Arminzgt 
had provided an important fink in 

the chain of reasoning retied on to 


affirm the decisions of the indus¬ 
trial tribunals in both cases. 

His Lordship did not question 
the correctness of the Employment 
Appeal Tribunal's derision in 
Armitage. but, if the passage died 
was held to establish as a general 
proposition of law that, in ihe 
context of sections 23fl)(a) and 
58(l)(a) of the 1978 Act. member¬ 
ship of a union was to be equated 
with using the "essential" services 
of that union, at best it put an 
unnecessary and imprecise gloss 
on the statutory language, at worst 
it was liable to distort the meaning 
of those provisions that protected 
union membership as such. 

His Lordship did not think that 
in either of the present cases the 
withholding by the employers 
from employees who had not 
signed individual contracts of the 
benefits conferred on those who 
had had by itself been capable of 
supporting a finding that the 
employers’ purpose had been to 
deter those in the latter group from 
being members of a union or to 
penalise them for being such 
members. 

LORD BROWN E-W1L- 
KINSON said that for the reasons 
given by Lord Bridge he was 
reluctantly forced to the conclusion 
that the decision in Ridgwqv had 
been wrong. 

The statutory history made it 
impossible to hold that the “omis¬ 
sion’ to offer the pay increase to 
employees who had not accepted 
the proffered new contracts had 
constituted “action" against such 
employees in contravention of 
section 23(1). 

He readied that oonchision with 
regret since, in his view, it left an 
undesirable lacuna in the legisla¬ 
tion protecting employees against 
victimisation. 

He preferred to express no view 
on the “purpose" issue. As at 
present advised he would not 
share Lord Bridge's view, but it 
was unnecessary to express any 
concluded view since the derision 
of the case did not turn on the 
point. 

LORD SLYNN said that he 
agreed with Lord Lloyd's conclu¬ 
sions on the construction of section 
23(l)(a) for the reasons given by 
him. The judgments of the major¬ 
ity of the Court of Appeal in 
Ridgway should be followed. 

There had here been an omis¬ 
sion to act by failing to pay a salary 
increase to some employees when 
it could reasonably have been 
expected that, if salaries were 
increased, the increase would be 
paid in the same proportion to all 
employees doing the same work. 

On die “purpose" point, he did 
not consider that there had been 
evidence that ANUs purpose in 
paying a salary differential had 
been to present or deter union 
membership even if derecognition 
in itself might have made the 
union less attractive to members or 
potential members. 

In the ABP case, the right to be 
represented in collective bargain¬ 
ing by the union had been a right 
granted contractually by ABP that 
could be terminated on notice. 
Ceasing to recognise the union had 
not been an action taken to prevent 
or deter the employees from 
exercising their rights as mambers 
of the union. 

The fact that the workers had 
had the option erf going on being 
represented by the union or accept¬ 
ing a personal contract did not 
mean that those who had accepted 
a personal contract had been 
prevented or deierrred from 
exercising their union rights or 
penalised for doing so. 

In any event, having accepted 
that the reason why ABP had 
needed flexibility and more eff¬ 
icient conduct of their business had 
been an honest one. the tribunal 
had not been entided to say that 
flexibility had been their "objec¬ 
tive" rather than their “purpose". 
Their purpose and objective had 1 
been to achieve flexibility, and die 
means to achieve it had been by 
offering a higher salary to those 1 
prepared to give up union 1 
representation. j 

LORD LLOYD said that he l 
would allow the appeals only on 
tile "purpose" point. In his view. 
Ridgwav had been correctly 
decided. 

He found nothing in the context 
of section 23fl) of the 1978 Aa that 
required their Lordships to exdude 
the statutory definition in section 
153(1). Thus, in his view, the 
withholding of the 4.5 per cent in 
the ANL case frum those who had 
not signed individual contracts 
had been action taken against 
them as individuals. He could see 
no justification for having resort to 
the legislative history. 

Lord Keith agreed with Lord 
Bridge. 

Solicitors: Farrer & Co; Stephens 
Innocent; Mr R- V. Pearce; 
Pattinson & Brewer. 


Council abused process of court 


Harrow London Borough 

Council v Johnstone 

Before Lord Justice Russell. Lord 
Justice Hobhouse and Sir Roger 
Parker 

[Judgment March 16] 

Possession proewdings brought by 
a council against a husband cm the 
strength of a notice to quit issued 
by his wife, a joint tenant of their 
council house, amounted to con¬ 
tempt erf a non-molestation and 
non-exclusion injunction made 
against her in marrimoruai 
proceedings. The possession 
proceedings against ihe husband 
were an abuse of the process of the 
court 

The Court of Appeal. Lord 
Justice Hobhouse dissenting, so 
held when dismissing an appeal 
fry the London Borough of Harrow 
against the dismissal by Judge 
Hunter in Wfileadoi County Court 
of the council's claim against 
Maurice Johnstone for possession 
of 5 Waghom Road. Kenton, 
Harrow, Middlesex. 

Mr Frank Frehan. who did not 
appear below, for the council; Mr 
Adrian Jack, who did not appear 
below, for the tenant. 

LORD JUSTICE RUSSELL said 
Mr Johnstone and his wife Laura 


were pint weekly council tenants. 
After matrimonial difficulties Mrs 
Johnstone had left 5 Waghom 
Road which had been the matri¬ 
monial home. 

Later Mr Johnstone had ob¬ 
tained an injunction forbidding his 
wife from excluding him from the 
property where he remained in 
occupation. 

The council derided to rehouse 
Mrs Johnstone and her children 
and required her first to terminate 
the joint tenancy, which she did by 
signing a declaration that she 
intended to deliver possession of 5 
Waghom Road to ihecoundL 

Mr Johnstone first learned of 
her notice to quit from the counriL 
The council learned of the injunc¬ 
tion but applied for possession in 
Ihe county court. 

At the hearing on August9,1994. 
Mr Johnstone had served a de¬ 
fence stating that his wife was in 
breach of the injunction and in 
contempt of court by giving the 
notice to quit The judge held that 
the council was aiding and abet¬ 
ting her breach and was itself in 
contempt and that die possession 
proceedings were an abuse of 
process. 

The court was bound by 
Hammersmith and Fulham LBC v 
Monk 01992] 1 AC 478) to hold that 


the tenancy could be terminated by 
notice given by one joint tenant 
without the others concurrence. 

But Ids Lordship agreed with the 
judge tii at die local authority 
should be regarded as in contempt 
in the sense that with knowledge of 
the injunction it sought possession 
of the dwellinghouse although Mr 
Johnstone was pr ote ct e d from 
eviction at the suit of his wife. 

The fact that [he council was not 
party to the obtaining of the 
injunction was not to the point The 
institution of the proceedings in¬ 
volved an interference with tile 
administration of justice in the 
sense that those proceedings 
sought to achieve a result which, - 
while the injunction remained in 
force, was not open to Mis 
Johnstone who was an essential 
link in the chain of the local 
authority seeking possession. 

Following Clarke v Chadbum 
0)985)1 WLR 78, the notice to quit 
could not be relied upon as 
determining the tenancy either by 
Mrs Johnstone or by the local 

authority so long as the injunction 
wasexianL 

LORD JUSTICE HOBHOUSE. 
dissenting, said that it was not a 
breach of the injunction for Mrs 
Johnstone to give the notice to quiL 


The injunction was a more or less 
standard non-molestation and 
non-exclusion order and purely 
negative in form. 

it presupposed that the wife was 
herself occupying the home and 

had the ability by reason of such 
occupation physically to exclude 
the husband from the home 

The husband's reliance on the 
injunction in the council's pos¬ 
session action was. in his Lord- 
ship's judgment, a piece of 
opportunism. The injunction had 
nothing to do with estates in land 
or property rights: nor did it 
require die wife to do anything. 

SIR ROGER PARKER said the 
wife was clearly in breach of the 
injunction in giving the notice and 
the council had abused the process 
of the court by instituting and 
pursuing proceedings after gain¬ 
ing knowledge of the injunction. 

Thai was so even if the giving of 

notice was rax a breach of the 
injunction because die round) was 
aware that fate of the joint tenancy 
might be a matter to be dealt with 
in the divorce proceedings and so 
should not have proceeded against 
the husband without inquiry. 

Solicitors: Mr Ray Prince, Har¬ 
row: Rosen bergs. Kentish Town. 


Charleston and Another v 
News Group Newspapers 
Ltd and Another 

Before Lord Goff of Chieveley. 
Lord Bridge of Harwich. Lord 
Jaimoey of Tullidiettle. Lord 
Mustili and Lord NicboUs of 
Birkenhead 
[Speeches March 30] 

There were two basic principles of 
the law of libel; (a) where no 
innuendo was alleged, the natural 
and ordinary meaning of an 
allegedly defamatory publication 
was the meaning, including any 
inferential meaning, conveyed to 
the ordinary, reasonable and fair- 
minded reader and (bl the jury was 
required to determine die single 
meaning which was conveyed to 
such a reader and base its verdict 
and consequent damages assum¬ 
ing that the single meaning was 
the meaning in which all readers 
would have understood the 
publication. 

If the plaintiff was permitted to 
invite thejuiy to infer that different 
groups of readers read different 
pans of the publication and under¬ 
stood to mean different ihine> it 
would be contrary to those 
principles. 

Thus it was not permitted lo 
carve the readership of one 
publication into different groups. 

The House of Lords so held 
dismissing an appeal by [he plain¬ 
tiffs. Anne Charleston and lan 
Smith, from the dismissal by the 
Court of Appeal (Lord Justice 
Butier-Sloss. Lord Justice 
Farquharson and Lord Justice 
Nolan) (The Times January 12, 
1994). of their appeal from a 
decision dated January 22. W3 of 
Mr Justice Blcfrid. 

In the plaintiffs' action for 
damages for libel a summons was 
taken out by the defendants. News 
Group Newspapers Lid and Rif- 
riria Chapman, respectively the 
publisher and editor of the News of 
the World. 

On November 10. 1992, Master 
Tennant directed thai a prelimi¬ 
nary issue should be tried, namely, 
whether the publications com¬ 
plained of taken in their proper 
context were capable of bearing the 
meanings pleaded in the statement 
of claim, or any of the said 
meanings, whether in their natu¬ 
ral and ordinary meaning or by 
innuendo. Mr Justice Blofeld held 
that the publications were not 
reasonably capable of bearing the 
pleaded meanings and dismissed 
the action. 

Mr Kenneth Craig for the plain¬ 
tiffs; Mr Charles Gray. QC. and 
Mr James Price for the defendants. 

LORD BRIDGE said that the 
plaintiffs were actors who played 
the parts of Harold and Madge 
Bishop, a respectable married 
couple, in the popular Australian 
television serial Neighbours and 
were thus well known to an 
English audience of millions. 


The article complained of ap¬ 
peared with a headline across most 
of the pace in capital letters three 
auaners "of an inch high which 
read: "Strewth! What's Harold up 
to with our Madge?" Immediately 
beneath that was a large photo¬ 
graph of a man and a woman 
nearly naked. Ihe woman was 
leaning forward over some piece of 
furniture and the man was stand¬ 
ing behind her apparently engag¬ 
ing in an act of intercourse. 
Superimposed over the lower part 
of their bodies was an outline map 
of Australia bearing the words 
“Censored down under". 

To the right of that was another 
smaller photograph of a woman 
wearing a tight-fitting blouse or 
jacket with holes cut to expose her 
bare breasts. The fare of the man 
in the large photograph was the 
male plaintiff’s and the face of the 
woman in both photographs was 
the female plaintiff's. 

Below the photographs was 
another smaller, but still prom¬ 
inent. headline reading: “Pom 
shocker for Neighbours stars". 
The captions under the photo¬ 
graphs were in small print and 
read respectively- "Soap studs: 
Harold and Madge's faces are 
added to pom actors' bodies in a 
scene from the game" and "Ram¬ 
say rave; 'Madge' in kinky leather 
sear". Ramsay" Street was where 
the action of Neighbours was seu 

The text of the article which 
followed made it dear that the 
photographs had been produced 
by the makers of a pornographic 
computer same by superimposing 
the faces of the plaintiffs without 
their knowledge or consent on tile 
bodies of others. 

Beside the text were inset two 
small photographs of the plaintiffs 
with the caption: "Victims: lan and 
Anne". The remainder of the 
article castigated the makers of the 
“sordid computer game" in a tone 
of self-righteous indignation which 
contrasted oddly with the prom¬ 
inence given to the main 
photograph. 

The plaintiffs must hare found 
that publication deeply offensive 


and insulting. Many people would 
not only deplore that kind of gutter 
journalism but would think that 
the law ought to gw some redress 
to the plaintiffs against the 
publication of such degrading 
faked photographs irrespective of 
what the accompanying text might 
have said. His Lordship had 
considerable sympathy with that 
point of view. 

The plain tiffs' statement of claim 
alleged that the publication con¬ 
veyed to the reader a number of 
defamatory meanings. The basis 
on which all those alleged mean¬ 
ings rested was that the reader 
would have drawn the inference 
that the plaintiffs had been willing 
participants in the production of 
the photographs, either by posing 
for them personally or by agreeing 
that their faces should be super¬ 
imposed on the bodies of others. 

But it was conceded for the 
plaintiffs, and was indeed obvious, 
that no reader could possibly hate 
drawn any such inference if he had 
read beyond the first paragraph of 
the text 

Thus the essential basis on 
which Mr Craig's argument rested 
was that, in appropriate rircum¬ 
stances. n was possible and legiti¬ 
mate to identify a particular group 
of readers who read only part of a 
publication which conveyed to 
them a meaning injurious to the 
reputation of a plaintiff and that in 
principle the plaintiff should be 
entitled to damages for the con- 
sequent injury he suffered in the 
estimation of that group. 

The formidable obstacle which 
Mr Craig's argument encountered 
was a long and unbroken fine of 
authority the effect of which was 
accurately summarised in Duncan 
and Neill on Defamation [2nd 
edition 11983} p)3. paragraph 4.11). 
The locus classicus was Chalmers 
v Payne ((1S35> 2 C M & R156.159). 

Mr Craig’s argument fdl foul of 
two principles which were basic to 
the law of tibel. The first was that, 
where no legal innuendo was 
alleged to arise from extrinsic 
rircumstances known to some 
readers, the natural and ordinary 


meaning to be ascribed to the 
words of an allegedly defamatory 
publication was the meaning. 

including aqy inferential mearang. 

which the words wuW convey to 
the mind of the ordinary, reason¬ 
able and fair-minded reader. 

The second principle was that, 
although a combination of words 
might in fact convey . different 
meaning? to the minds of omerem 
readers, the jury in a libel action, 
applying the criterion which the 
first principle dictated, was re¬ 
quired to determine the single 
meaning winch the publication 
conveyed to the notional reason¬ 
able reader and w base its verdict 
and any award of damages on the 
assumption that that was the one 
sense in which all readers would 

haw understood it 

The origins and d» implications 

of the second principle were the 
subject of a characteristically 
penetrating analysis in Loni Jus¬ 
tice Diptock* judgment in Slim » 
Daily Telegraph Ltd 01968] 2 QB 
157.171-174). 

It would be destructive of the 
principle dial a publication had 
“the one and only meaning which 
the readers as reasonable men 
should haw coUectiveJy under¬ 
stood the words to bear* to allow 
the plaintiff, without evidence, to 
invite the jury to infer that different 
groups of readers read different 
parts of the entire publication and 
for that reason understood it to 
mean different things, some 
defamatory, some not. 

LORD NICHOLLS agreeing 
added that he did not see how, 
consistently with the single stan¬ 
dard. it was passible to carve die 
readership of one article into 
different groups: those who would 
have read only the headlines, and 
those who would have read fur¬ 
ther. The question, defamatory or 
not, must always be answered by 
reference to die response of the 
ordinary renter to ihepobficaion. 

Lord Goff. Lord Jaunoey and 
Lord Mustill agreed. 

Solicitors: Andrew Moore ft Go: 
Farrer&Ca 


Muck-raking to be deprecated 
as a defence 


Regina v Foran 

The practice of seeking to discredit 

police officers on the flimsiest of 

bases, amounting to Hole more 

than muck-raking, was to be 

deprecated- 

The Court of .Appeal (Lord 
Justice Russell. Lord Justice PQl 
and Mr Justice Turner) so stated 
on February 24 when dismissing 
an appeal by Martin Foran. on a 
reference by the Home Secretary 
under section 17(lliaJ of the Crim¬ 
inal Appeal Aa I96S. against his 


conviction for robbery by 
Birmingham Crown Court. 

LORD JUSTICE RUSSELL said 
that the practice of seeking to 
undermine the credit erf police 
officers by any available means 
was not unusuaL It was oftm done 
from the shelter of the dock by or 
on behalf of defendants who did 
not give evidence. Sometimes it 
was fully justified. At other times 
the attack was made on the 
flimsiest of bases; this was such a 
case. The coun deprecated what 


amounted' fo Hide' more than 
muck-raking to discredit a police 
officer. 

Although there had-.been a 
material irregularity, in that a 
forensic scientist's report which 
should have been disclosed to the 
defence had not been, the court 
was satisfied that it would hare 
made no difference if h hod been 
before the jury. It would accent- 
ingly apply the proviso to section 
2(1) of the 1968 Act to uphold the 

conviction- 
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Credaar* who immd tn mm ai 
to tMHtop thOtdd note Qm (oL 
rewtng w WWtoB itenettm of 
ctatot rad bo redded won me 
P t l W HiH h d Bre rec to v ert by 12 
BOOK OT Ore day btobre me meat¬ 
us to onto * Ybunp. MM 
Cretan. I L — idM* tremor mart. 
Lernmn BElTDUWPnWn for 
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NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that the 165th Annual General 
Meeting of National Mutual Life Assurance Society will be 
held at the registered office of the Society, The Priory, 
Hitchin, Hertfordshire SG5 2DW on Tuesday, 25 April 
1995, at noon for the following purposes: 

- to receive and consider the Directors’ Report, the. ' 
Accounts for 1994 and the Auditors’ Report thereon; . 

- to re-elect Directors; 

- to approve the rates of Directors’ remuneration; 

- to re-appoint the Auditors and to authorise the Directors 
to fix their remuneration. 

A member qualified to vote at the above meeting is entitled 
to appoint a proxy to attend and vote on a poll instead of 
him . A proxy need not be a member of the Society. 

By order of the Board 

R C Engledow, Secretary 

21 March 1995 


iThe Pensions Specialist 
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McDermott’s absence weakens Australia 

Supreme test for Warne 


From John Woodcock. 

IN BARBADOS 

WITH England in the dol¬ 
drums. Pakistan in disarra\ 
South Africa still re-cmcruine 
and India so volatile, ihe side 
that wins the Test series 
between West Indies and Aus¬ 
tralia. which sums here today, 
will indeed be cocks of the 
walk. The more the pity, 
therefore, that Australia will 
be without Craig McDermon. 
injured while jogging in 
Georgetown last week! and 
that collectively they must be 
sick and tired of bat and ball. 

Two years ago. when Paki¬ 
stan came to the Caribbean, 
hoping, like Australia now. to 
relieve West Indies of their 
standing as the best Test side 
in the world, they were 
nearing the end of an itinerary 
that had them playing in 17 
different countries in just over 
a year. Not surprisingly, they 
came unstuck. 

Mark Taylor and his play¬ 
ers have been on the go [or 
seven months, helping to flood 
the market with far more 
international cricket than it 
can usefully absorb. Already 
this winter there have been 27 
Test matches and seventy one- 
day internationals. The Aus¬ 


tralian Cricket Board, having 
been brainwashed by Packer, 
is arguably the worst of all in 
the headlong pursuit uf the 
dollar But if anything can still 
galvanise the Australians it 
should be the chance of taking 
a Test series off West Indies, 
something they have not done 
for very nearly twenty years. 

There bums within Bobhy 
Simpson, as Australia's team 
manager, one last ambitiun. 
He has had mure than his 
share of dust-ups with the 
West Indians and is consumed 
not so much by a wish as a 
craving to gel the better of 
them. Tile loss of McDermott 
(back in Australia, facing a 
protracted recovery) must 
have mortified him. it has 
deprh ed Australia of half 
their bowling and thrown an 
even greater burden than usu¬ 
al on Shane Wame. who is. or 
course, the other half. These 
two give a strong suggestion of 
mutual dependence, uf bal¬ 
ance begat by contrast. 

At the New Year even Sir 
Donald Bradman was in¬ 
clined to think that Wame was 
the most compelling bowler 
the game has ever seen. In 
J994 alone he had taken 70 
Test wickets while conceding 
runs at barely two an over. 


TEAMS 


WEST INDIES o L Gimp 

»<eU. 3 C Wribara R B ffccti.uiixri 
fc*p». B C L.uj. C L Hoopti. J C 
*wJ.uti'. J R Mutiny, WK M BcniJOun K 
C G Bunt-imrfi. CEL Antaw. C A 
WuUi 

AUSTRALIA tprdnUM M A TuHOf 
if-ifl). M J '&ii™. M E WinBjti. D C 
Boor. G S Bk-wrlt S R Wr»«h. I A 
He.ttv.PR flwMM B PJtrtnn. S K W.vnfl, 
G O M.'Gi.ilh 


Since then he has rather 
flagged, and that is worrying 
for he is cricket’s mnsi pre¬ 
cious asset. In the last three 
Tests against England his 
seven wickets cusi 51 runs 
apiece, and lie is confronted 
now by two prolific left 
handers — the incomparable 
Brian Lara, and Jimmy Ad¬ 
ams. who has slipped, rela¬ 
tively unnoticed, high into the 
world rankings. These are* 
significant days for Warne. 
indeed for Australia's self- 
convict ion. 

Fur weeks nn end. before 
and after the New Year, we 
were toJd hy every Australian 
who could make himself 
heard ihai English cricket 
would continue to lose ground 
until they did things the 
Australian way. This, al¬ 
though of their last four Test 


series Australia have won only 
one. If. for instance, it was a 
case of going for youth or 
experience. Australia, they 
said, would always go for 
youth: hence the absurdity of 
England's choosing Graham 
Gooch and Mike Gauing 

I hope it has escaped no 
one's attention now that 
McDermott has been replaced 
here nut by one of the young 
bloods, like Jo Angel or Shane 
George, but by Carl 
Uaekcmann. who is about to 
Ik- 35. has a pair of knees rhat 
would moke a second-hand 
ear dealer shudder and was 
told three years ago that he 
was too old for Test crickeL 
They are great propagandists 
these Australians. 

West Indies, in fact, no 
longer win Test matches with 
quite (he inevitability of the 
1080s. Of their last seven they 
have won two, lost two and 
drawn three, all. it is true, 
without Richie Richardson 
and Curtly Ambrose. But they 
arc back at full strength today 
and if Australia. worn and not 
a little weary, win this four- 
match series, then they really 
will have something to crow 
about, ’ll icy will need to be 
lough to do it, and they are 
certainly thaL 


LEGAL NOTICES 


THE ■’•SOLVENCY ACT IVM 
IN BANKRUPTCY IN THE 
MACCLESFIELD COUNTY 
COURT. No. 8 of 1998. HE: 
ANTHONY NEAKV. TWS IS TO 
CQHTFY ihat Mr DavM ROW of 
of at Paul** 
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FINANCIAL NOTICES 



ROBECON.V. 

(investment company with a 
variable capital) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Of 

SHAREHOLDERS 
|to be bdd an Ifcmhy. April, 1995. 

Owen lad Caagren "dr 

iDoden". entrance ttxvmkia 30. 
u 9 .30 tin. 

Iagemm 
I. 

|2 To rooernr and adopt ibe Kepon t£ d* 

Manspnm l Bout far the 

yor 1994 

|S To noene and ■*** the Annua) 
Account] far the faunal yen 1994 

'4. To dmntnc the tppn p dai h* cf the 

J P«* __ 

|i To cup ok the Beard of Snpervmay 
Dnonr 

Mean PXLvmm dm Hoe* and P-A.W. 
RjDtJue lrifrtnfcxl unuiullnc 
speed n mini far roefcaioa. 

A proposal tan bcvabtBittod Mft-dm 
■ton 

k Any other b us in es s 

[copies rf the fan *03*4* *»d of Aiaiwd 

[Return far 1994 cut be obtained from 
INatxnN Weamimter Bank PLC. NntWcn 
pnwstmeiiB. CenBifad Scroritica Office. 
pjsoae«, Joan Coast 24 PresM Stwer, 
lUmdon El IBB or Robroo UX Unritcd, 
U r»Vn Place, Mayfair, Loodoa WIY 
l5AE_ Tdephone 0171-409 3507. 

JHolden of Share Warrants to Beaner 
idtairaai eT attwfint or besas Rpronted 
hi ifat Meeting, timid tod*e taw Stare 
Iwvasa by hand (pool detivtries taB 
be accepted far rota* janpooes) ta* 
National Wesmunter Bank PIC 
I'Ve* taieamests, Cenwatacti 

_Office, Barm c ni . Jnno Conn, 

ham Sam. London Ei *BB 

_the horn of 10 ia. and 2 pal) 

"■toy far 1IWWPL not faner than 
r. 13th April 1995. 

| nm*toi omen whole Share Watxanu 
Rcsendy deposited with a Bw* matt 
tin a Qftificnt of apeai timed by 
Bank « evidence that ftcb Stink if 
Dm Share Wananta. The 
_ of Deporii tom he lodged 
receipt, by fan tank, with the 
Wiannhmer Bank PLC 
with the regtoreawa saw* 

receipt for the Share Warrens or 
ae of Deposit wiD eore tit me 
of a iharehokkrt en mkmm to 
and vok at the Meeting and timid 
: pr ma ied at the door of the Meeting 
L We hoiderdetiraio appoint aproty. 

need not be a member oT the 
, jy, to attend and vote in lei* stead, a 
■ t£ proxy may be obtained bon the 
mi a i M m iw M Btafc T1JC ae above 
4 (Mt farm orpRBy atw he preaeaied 
I die doer of the Meeting H*D together 
i the nedpi far the Sfaare Werrenl* re 
: cf DepcoiL 

1 owners of SnWiai e Certificates 
che naree of 


ROUNCON.V. 

(investment company with a 
variable capital) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF 

SHAREHOLDERS 
io fcr held on Ttanday.Xkfa April. 1995 ai 
Ctacen and Coojrew hoOdreg “de 
Dadea*. entnooe Rrnapkan 30. 
Roondre, at 11.45 aja. 

AGENDA 
1. Opening 

1 To receive and adopt the Reps*! *e 
Mmapesneu Bored far the Gaandai year 
1994 

13. To receive and adopt the Anneal 
Account* far the fin ancia l year 1994 
K To det en wsre the ap propri a tion of Ae 
profit 

15 To oeoporo the Bored of Sapoviroey 

Mem PjC vta <kn Hock end PA*. 
Boef are scheduled la retire and have 
agreed re rood far reveketion- 
A propoaal win be HdrenDed to roeka 
them. 

& Any other hnre 
Quaes of the BsQ agenda and of the Arena! 
Report far 1994 can be obtained Sons 
National Wcmanrerr Baafc PLC. Net We* 
Ireoreaa. Omraliwvt Srenritie i Offire, 
Baserem Inart Court, 24 Prereat Sores. 
London El *BB or Robeeo UX Uabei, 4 
Cadre Phot Mayfair. London WIT SAE 
Tetiphorse: OtTl-409 3507. 

Holders of Share Warranta to Bearer 
detirova of alModms or bang represented 
at the Meeting. *oold Jodr the® Stare 
Warms* by hand (poerel defiveries wiB nos 
be accepted far wring pstposes) with the 
National Wesnnsaster Bank PIC. IfalWeti 
l. f. fw—v, C e ntnili t Hl Sccoritk* Office, 
Barm e n t. Juaa Court, 24 Pretax Street, 
London El SBB (bervren tike hour* cf 10 
«.gi- and 2 pja.) in etebtage far a receipt, 
not hier titan Thursday, 13th April, 1995. 
n^.i.firi.1 owners whose Stare WananB 
are pres en tly depatited with a tank ran® 
abBin a Certifies* of Deponiirimoti by the 
Btiofc at eridnax bat each Bank h hoUiai 
tta Stare Wananis. The Oertifirote of] 
Dqsoril enni be krdged against receipt, by 


RORENTO N.V. 

(investment company with a 
variable capital) 
INFORMATIVE MEETING 
FOR 

SHAREHOLDERS 
» be held on Thnreday, 20rh April, 
1995, at Concert, and Congrere boflding 
"dr Doden", e un a nu. Kruaplein 30, 
Rotterdam, as 14J0 hoars. 

AGENDA 

1. Opening 

2. To dactrea the Report af the Baaed of 
Directors far the fin a ncia l jw 1994 

1 To disrate the Animal Accounts far 
the financial year 1994 

1 4, To dhrare the appropriation of the 
prefix 

15. To r fiac n w the comparition of the 
Band a! Supervisory Director* 
Mean. PL van den Hook and 
PA.W. Rot/ are s e h e dnl ed us retire 
and have agreed re Band far ne¬ 


tt will be p roposed to the General 
Meeting of Switboiden re isdeci 

thfrt. 

[4. Any ocher tati n ma 

RORENTO N.V. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF 

SHAREHOLDERS 

u» be hdd on Monday, 2«s Aprfl. 1995. 
at the offices of Robeeo Antigen N.V, 
PSetmoaai 2*. WiBcnsstad, Cnraon 
(Nerheriaods AntinaL ai 1030 tLin. 
AGENDA 
I. Opening 

ZTo renrire and adopt the Rqwn of the 
Board of D ire ct o r s for the financial 
. ywr 1994 

13. To receive and adopt the Anneal 
] Accounts for ihc financial you 1994 
14 To determine the a ppropriation of Use 
profit 

15. To compose the Board afScperviiory 
Directors: 

Mens. PX1 van den Rock and 
PA.W. Roef are rehedelrd » retire 
and have agreed to Bind far re- 


i Bank. 


i the! 


W ratrrin B r r I 


Rn »ik PLC. in wxm d sn c r with tbe| 
iiujuiraneiitt 


I abate. 

The recopi for the Stare Warwm* or I 
Oitificaie of Depaw r to! exmstiretc 
evidence of a totoi*A ro titkanfitt to 
ammdand vote at fan Meetiag and taooU 
be pres e n re d at the door of the Mcrrin g 
HalL If a bolder denies to appoint a prosy, 
who neat rest be a member oT the] 

i Company, te attend aad vole in fa* ttead, a 

faros of proxy may be obadned faro the 


I National 


Bank PLC i 


I amld>MfaTOaarprayemrtbem«*enicdai | 

tta door of (be Meeting Had topetbn uf~ 
the receipt far tta Stare tifanana 


Ortifiearrf Deporix. 


I iceefioali 
i kgiwed 
Provmdri 
deriroos of 
re (be Mati ng 


i of Sttfastarc Oenifirofc* 

. one oT Nrek 

(No minee s) Lise 
te or beii« leprea 
m obtain a reecapl or I 


It «riH be proponed to totiect them. 
It Any Other fcwineas 
I Holden of Share Certificate to Bearer 
' neon of attending or bring 
. ..^reseated at the above Bated 
| Meetings (tanks fadge their Stare 


InvtremeBti, CermaHmd Securities 
Office; Bas ernww . Amo Ccam. 24 
PsrscotStreet, LondooE) SBBfbetwas 
(be bores at 10 aja. and 2 pan .) re 
fisBeswc INFORMATIVE MEETING - 
NOT LATER THAN TOURSD4Y. 
13TH APRIL 1»5. ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING — NOT LATER 
THAN TUESDAV, ItTR AP RIL, 199 5. 
04 EXCHANGE FOR A RECEIPT. 

owners where She_ 

Certificates are presently deposited with 
a Bank sure obtain a Certificate of 
Deposit tiered by the Bank as evidence 
thax such Bank is h ol di ng the Share 
Certificates. This Certificate mat be 
lodged against rroeipe. by.dsat tank, 
with the Notional Westmrener Bank 
PLC. in aecordaaoe with the 
ipiptiresnesta Ha t ed above. 

Tta recant far tta Stare Certificates 
Certificate of Deporii wiD ro o rihu tr 
evidence at a stamtaldert —^- 
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ante* inmer no.hi anno 7340. 
andrrer vsoorla Hoow. 76 MO- 
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tsesa tetilOlsTM M* Act 
A tat ri U ninrn and 
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DATED: 20th Martfi 1996 
Bv onto at aw Bored 
TOAKCY, Dtawcaor. 


NO 001196 or 1996 
IN THE HXSH COCtiT 


CHANCERY DtVISrON 
M THE MATTER OF 
BUaOiALL GROUP Me 
ATO M THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANHS ACT 1966 
sorex 8 HEREBY COVEN 
tatafOtarrrtarHROwt 
af Jrekv (Ounrer o n tB rei s 
aaud 22nd Maicn x996cnoOrro- 
lno oia re e rewi or tta arnmmr 
■mndlM to On ennu of tea resara 
nraroha arcremi at tta w ow 
by CIA 22 jOOO 
etar n n aur * 
tta zrm nv at 

Manat 1996. 
dated ms sire trey 
at Marta 1998. 



NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF 

AOMMSTRATtVe RECEIVER 

LOMAX HOLDINGS LOOTED 



APVEB71BMFNT TO CRffll - 
TORS TO BU6BOT CLAIMS 
THE INSOLVENCY ACT 1966 
HARE WKS LIMITED 
ON MEMBERS VOLUNTARY 
UQUHSATTOtas 

NOTICE B WRERY GWEN Orel 
et tta above i 



LVBStAND. 

OH BwteV. LMSdon EOU4 7Pi_ 
tee sorer itBiilrtaier at am aald 
cerepony, or re waretat txacrwor 
tiMv wsj n« ow cn t d nrf rrore me 
taasfli o4 way tes U Wi re en made 
owe. 


DATED teM 9 «ay of Mrerti 

jW- . 


Chrtifieree of Deporii in the 


I holders of Share Wa 
■ to attenditeN 

■rreereed ihej o 

( proxy rigned by Nati 
(N o t ninee a) Lisaled; 




as Bearer. If they 

agio petsonorte I 
obtaio a fan of] 

[ Provincial tad 

_j* farm mrei be 
of the Meeting MM 
far (he j 


[ should be presented re tbe door of the 
Meeting Had. It a bolder deauea to 
apprim a proxy, who need nor be a 
roensber at the Company. u> attend and 
tit reesd. a forai of prosy m«ybe 

_I fiewi the Natiooal Weronmatcr 

(tank PLC as above red this fast of 
■ anat beprataatad ai the door oT 
Meeting Han agerher wnb the 


gti I» NMOUAa Rooenfare, 
I3te ApriL 1995. 

__p contr a c ts are out co t cied tnao trite 

Doroort, who hold office fa 
talk (he Articles of 

tAssoriarion. 

BV ORlffiR OF THE MANAGEMHVT 

□reed dni 31 it day of March. 1995 
P.D Ben 573 R uttitrism 
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thre of Natioori | 
riocreS Utnitod. 


pd rent vow: re tee Meeting or » 
tant a proaj to reared red bi thdr 
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Ufa NL-301J AG Boorn to. Nrtta rtanm 
ns arrive bm laser dm TTnwstfay. I» 
A|>fo 1995. 

Service cmtzaCXs are tat eawetf retowtib 
tta Dinewv «re» hold office to aesredance 

Wtt Be Artidea of Aamcrerion. I 

BY ORDER OF THE MANAGEMENT 
Uih Ita dty othbrA I9» 

P.a Box 97J, Unarm** 





URBAN WH O H UT TY CORPORA- 
■non LTD 

ON _ADMINISTRATIVE 

M fXf I V EJMHIPS- HU 10 I’ IS 
HEREBY GIVEN. IP s weirev af 

Swo o n 46 at tea Ktaatvanre Act 
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lees re trie iriow n a med eoren a n y 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


, t varirewtterofDsftOConr 
1 43 Trinity Court. Lond on IMS. 
Any mBmr onsra mat be 


SSiz 


[above. ARboogh praxiea may atteod. 
I votes wiD not be out at tbe Informative 

I Copies of the fid agendas and of the 

^l^hlll.-^^ 


above or 


UJC Limited. 4 Carlo* Place, Mayfair. 
. a WIY 5AE. Telephone 0171-409 

1 3507. Service con u nca are rex mused 
into with the Dtremon. who hold office 
a cmnl au te with ihc Artiden of, 
[ Areoriatinn. 

I BY ORDER OF THE MANAGEMENT 
ST. MAARTEN 
Dated this Sire day of March. 1995 
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COMPANY NOTICES 

CANADIAN PACmC LIMITED 

i TWl»TO OBEY A BRUCE 
RAILWAY COMPANY 
tare or me Parting stare at 

*■ to* Ctoaaqp re a* Dacare- 
rer 51 ipsa are t—natitn aad 
mmr re tfir re utia from Dire oTBce 

RxtaQ rvaiaa l nnrenru noan. 

DJUcEASr Daredy SKirerev 
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Adams will be a key figure in the series to deride cricket's world cliampionship 


Lock, 65, 
dies after 
illness 

By John Goodbody 

TONY LOCK, the former 
Sumy. Leicestershire and 
England spin bowler and 
one of ibe finest short-leg 
fielders in cricket history, 
died yesterday from lung 
cancer ai his home in 
Perth. Western Australia. 
He was 65. 

With Jim Laker, he in¬ 
spired boih his country 
and county to a series of 
victories, including Sur¬ 
rey’s seven successive 
counrv championships be¬ 
tween 1052 and 1658. 

Alec Bedser, his team¬ 
mate with Surrey and Eng¬ 
land. described Lock as a 
great team man, who could 
play under unv conditions: 
"He played with all suns of 
injuries, his leg strapped 
up and blood oozing front 
him. He never gave in. He 
was a narural, a very fine 
slow left-arm bow ler and a 
wonderful fielder.” 

Lock look 100 w ickets in 
every season from 1Q5J to 
l 1 ^, with a peak of 2lb at 
an average of 1436 in 1^5. 
In 46 Ten matches, he took 
174 wickets at 25JS. 

Obituary, page 19 


Williams set off in new direction 


T wo roundabouts and a 
few hundred yards 
away front its Formula 
One headquarters at Oidcot. 
in Oxfordshire, the Williams 
team is attempting to build a 
new empire. In a new factory 
buzzing with intent, firandc 
preparations were continuing 
yesterday for its opening 
assault on the British Touring 
Car Championship. 

The capture of Derek War¬ 
wick. the former Formula 
One driver, by Alfa Romeo for 
the 25-race series has com¬ 
manded most of tbe pre- 
championship publicity this 
season. Not since Nigel 
Mansell made a mess of a 
Fond Mondeo at Donington 
Park 18 months ago have 
touring cars enjoyed such a 
wealth of attention. The first 
two races of the new season 
take place at the Leicester¬ 
shire rircuii on Sunday. 

Warwick, driving the Alfa 
Romeo 155 vacated by last 
year's champion. Gabriele 
Tarquini, is convinced that 
everyone will be out to get 
him, but many other teams 
and drivers are itching to lake 
Williams and their two Re¬ 
nault Lagunas down a peg or 
two as well and so contribute 
to the humbling of the newly 
arrived big city boys from 
Formula One. 


Oliver Holt reports on a Formula One team 
with designs on the touring car championship 


Some fear that Williams 
will inject so much money and 
advanced technology into frs 
efforts tint the team will 
change the ethos of the series, 
which prides itself on low 
costs, fiercely dose competi¬ 
tion and accessibility to the 
supporters. It seems to border 
on paranoia, but many hope 
that they will fail. 

Ian Harrison, the former 
team manager for the Formu¬ 
la One side of the Williams 
business and now the touring 
car director, is aware of some 
resentment But he is more 
annoyed by the level of expec¬ 
tation being foisted on his 
new charges because of their 
pedigree in grand prix raring. 

"People who think we are 
going to blow everybody else 
away are just ill-informed," he 
said yesterday. "We are trying 
to keep a low profile, but 
Sunday is going to be frustrat¬ 
ing because we are not going 
to do as well as we could do 
simply because we have not 
had the time to develop the 
cars properly. 

“We only finished the sec¬ 
ond car on Wednesday. It 
came straight out of the box 


and WtU Hoy set the sixth 
fastest time in it in practice 
even though he could com¬ 
plete only. 20 laps. Alain 
Menu was eleventh and just 
think how they might have 
been able to perform if we had 
a few thousand testing miles 
on the dock." 

Warwick had a disappoint¬ 
ing run in his blood-red car. 
finishing eighteenth fastest 
next to last and more than a 
second adrift of his team¬ 
mate. Giampiero Simoni. But 



Warwick: prize catch 


he has no regrets about fum¬ 
ing his back on Formula One 
after 12 years and committing 
himself' to a series where 
crowds have increased by 
more than 70 per cent m two 
years to a point where they 
averaged 28,000 last season. 
Manufacturers — there are 
nine this year — are flocking 
to join in. 

Warwick, along with David 
Brabham, is the highest-pro- 
file refugee from Formula 
One. "This is the way I have 
decided to go.” he said. "For¬ 
mula One is finished forme. 1 
want to race in-England and I 
want to race in touring care. 
So many people keep telling 
me this is a step down but at 
this stage in my career, ifs 
another step for the future: 

“irs a new challenge and 
may be another ten years of 
motor raring. It’s one of the 
biggest challenges of my 
career and 1 do not underesti¬ 
mate the guys out there. 

“I have had a lot of pressure 
in my life and I know what it 
is all about 1 raced stock care 
with 45 cars on a quarter-mile 
oval when I first started out 
and 1 became world champi¬ 
on. 1 have been quick all ray 
life and 1 will be quick enough 
in this. I will win races and 
my goal is to win the 
championship." 


Koch flexes legal muscle 


From Barry Pickthall in san diego 


THE San Diego Yacht Club 
has been forced into retreat 
over its stand to support the 
controversial keel change 
made to Dennis Conner’s 
America’s Cup yacht. Stars & 
Stripes, after it was damaged 
beyond repair while racing 
against Kerin Mahaney’s 
leading defence entry. Young 
America, last Sunday. 

The club's defence commit¬ 
tee gave permission for 
Conner’s team to make the 
change without notifying or 
seeking the agreement of the 
other defence challengers, 
then denied Bill Koch and his 
America 3 syndicate the right 
of appeal to the international 
jury. 

That stance changed when 
Koch took the issue to the 
Superior Court and won a 
hearing yesterday afternoon. 
The dub’s committee quietly 
conceded defeat on Wednes-* 
day night and turned the 
controversy over to the jury, 
which only the night before 
had been toJd that it had no 
jurisdiction in the matter. 

“The sole reason for our 
action was to get a fair 
hearing." Roy Bell. Koch’s 
legal adviser, confirmed. “We 


wanted the jury’ to hear all the 
evidence and rule on the facts. 
If we hadn’t got aggressive, 
the defence committee would 
have run right over us." 

At issue is a definition of the 
word "similar”. Faced with a 
20-ton lead bulb that was 
vibrating so badly at the 
bottom of the Stars £< Stripes 
keel that it was in danger of 
falling off. Conner had no 
alternative but to replace the 
entire keel if he was to 
continue in the trials. His 
problem was that his only 
other keel was far from simi- 



Koch: won hearing 


lar to the one il replaced and 
did not even fit in the same 
position. 

"What has happened is 
outrageous." Bell claimed yes¬ 
terday. “Stars 6 Stripes re¬ 
placed their keel when they 
had no right to do so. They 
replaced it with a dissimilar 
keel and relocated it in a new 
position.” 

After a five-hour hearing on 
Wednesday night, during 
which Ken McAlpine, the 
chief measurer, confirmed 
that the two keels were not 
similar, the jury, headed by 
the British'judge. John Doerr. 
reconvened last night to rule 
on the issue. 

Their decision will have a 
dramatic impact on the out¬ 
come of the Citizen Cup de¬ 
fence semi-final trials. If the 
jury votes against Stars & 
Stripes, then Conner's yacht 
will be ineligible to sail in its 
present configuration and will 
lose its win against Koch's 
Mighty Mary on Tuesday. 

If Koch’s legal team loses, 
then Conner needs only one 
more win from his last three 
races to advance through to 
the finals against Young 
America. 


IN BRIEF 


Mystery over Sharks’ key man 


THE player who could shat¬ 
ter the Budweiser League 
basketball title hopes of Shef¬ 
field Sharks has ruled himself 
out of the derisive game on 
Sunday — but the Sharks are 
convinced that a confidence 
trick is afoot. 

“Hell play," Jim Brandon, 
the Sheffield coach, said of 
Chris Fite, who was averag¬ 
ing 24 points a game for 
Doncaster Panthers until he 
sprained ankle ligaments a 
fortnight ago. 

The 6ft 9in American, a 
prodigious three-point shoot¬ 
er who can wreck the best laid 
plans, would like nothing 
better fhan to end his four- 
same absence bv returning at 


By Nicholas Ha rung 

the Dome but with his avail¬ 
ability for the p layoffs a 
priority, it seems unlikely. “I 
don’t know if I will play — we 
shall have to keep Jim in 
suspense," Fites said. “When I 
ran two laps round the gym 
the other day. I had to stop." 

Fites's fitness would have 
been academic to the Sharks 
had they won at Bracknell on 
Wednesday night but by los¬ 
ing 84-78 to Thames Valley 
Tigere, they threw the defend¬ 
ing champions a lifeline that 
would be grasped for good 
only if the Tigers beat Derby 
Bucks at home tomorrow and 
the Sharks slip up against 
Doncaster on Sunday. 


prove; having lost by 23 points 
to the Sharks in the cup final 
three weeks ago and by 18 in 
the League on Sunday. “After 
that we knew that they would 
come out and show their 
pride;" Brandon said. 

“There was no way they 
wanted to concede the title on 
their own court and there is 
no way that Doncaster will 
wan! to lose to another York¬ 
shire team, in their gym. they 
wonl want to lose to anyone." 


Rugby rival 
announces 
World Cup 
coverage 

INDEPENDENT Television, 
pushed into the rugby union 
background last year when 
the home unions agreed a new 
contract with BBC, resumed 
their assault on the sport 
yesterday by announcing de¬ 
tails of their World Cup cover¬ 
age (David Hands writes). 

The company is to spend 
more than ES million as it 
floods the summer market 
with 65 hours of rugby be¬ 
tween May 25 and June 24. 
The schedule includes three 
days when coverage extends 
over seven and a half hours. 
□ Sky Sports will screen to¬ 
morrow’s Pilkington Cup 
semi-final between Leicester 
and Wasps live and show the 
second half of the tie between 
Harlequins and Bath. 

Sabatini beaten 

Tennis: Gabrieia Sabatini suf¬ 
fered a surprise defeat in the 
second round of the Family 
Circle Magazine Cup in Hil¬ 
ton Head, South Carolina, 
yesterday. The No 3 seed was 
beaten 3-6. 7-6. 6-3 by Lea 
Ghirardi. of France. 

Arantxa Sinchez Vicario 
beat Ruxandra Dragomir, of 
Romania, 3-6.6-1.6-3. 


LEADERS 


p w 

ShefWd. 35 28 

LOn Towers. ..3537 
ISVutey. 35 27 
Donosslpr . M28 


L F A Pis 
7 2761 2374 55 
6 3731 3766 54 
B 3237 2889 54 
ID 3(09 2838 48 


Mancwsiei 34 24 10 2w 2832 40 ™«u.u iuxk up wiu; 

The Tiger? had nlej>hUP..j«ia 5 tt 1 ^ l 


Leeds all fit 

Rugby league: Leeds should 
be at full strength for the Silk 
Cut Challenge Cup semi-final 
against Feaiherstone Rovers 
at Eliand Road tomorrow. 
Garry Schofield, Graham 
Holroyd and Harvey Howard 
have all had fitness doubts. 

Taylor to sign 

Rugby union; Mark Taylor, 
the Pontypool and Wales 
centre, is set to join Swansea. 
ending speculation that he 
would link up with WU1 Car- 
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Fant asy lacking at Wembley as dreams of qualification approach reality across Europe 

Klinsmann’s example 


England labour without art 

C/ MARC 


Ell' 


MARCASPLANO 


By Rob Hughes, football correspondent 


BELOW stairs at Wembley 
the repartee flowed more 
imaginatively, with more cut 
and tiirust than the ball had 
during England's tedious 
goalless draw against Uru¬ 
guay on Wednesday. Hector 
Nunez, the much-travelled 
Uruguay coach, struck the 
familiar Latin theme when he 
accused England of lacking 
fantasy. 

But even if it is acknowl¬ 
edged that fantasy in transla¬ 
tion refers to Bair, to creativity, 
he is wrong. The English do 
fantasise and imagine the 
nation's status in the world 
game is still that of a football 
power. We may as well as¬ 
sume there is still a British 
Empire. 

For if England were a force 
to be reckoned with, we would 
not now be asking why they 
have failed to beat Uruguay, a 
South American nation of 
three million people, seven out 
of nine times; and why they 
have not beaten them since 
1969. 

Nevertheless, it was a little 
patronising of Nuiiez, a little 
pathetic, to hear him suggest 
that England needed Paul 
Gascoigne. It is as if this gifted 
man. just heading tenderly 
back into the sport after yet 
another long absence, is the 
only creator who can turn 
stalemate into victory. 

Uruguay have not come 
across Matthew Le Tissier. 
Terry Venables best knows 
why that is. Surely, even in Le 
Tissier’s depressed dub form, 
his range of shot his ability on 
the ball, his capacity to sur¬ 
prise the opposition is worth 
more than 90 minutes of 
labour without art which was 
the fore on Wednesday. 

The question bores 
Venables, yet while England 
conjure nothing out of nights 
at Wembley it will not go 
away. Uruguay, as Venables 
quipped, were not exactly 
Disneyland themselves; they 
were too easily content to 
draw. But their excuses are 
valid: this was the third game 
in little over a week, having 
played in Colombia, the Uni¬ 
ted States and England with 
barely time to acclimatise m 
between. The Uruguayans 
have the fantasy, they control 


the ball intuitively better than 
the English, and if their per¬ 
formance lacked explosive 
qualities on Wednesday, it can 
be explained in the hidden 
agenda of Nutiez- 

He had spedfirally instruct¬ 
ed his men to live down the 
vidousness of their past He 
would not use the excuse, but 
you could see his team, nota¬ 
bly the 33-year-old Enzo 
Francescoli. tire in the second 
half. 

Venables saw it which was 
why he brought on the young 
brigade — McManaman. 
Barmby and Cole — to aug¬ 
ment Andertcn, who was al¬ 
ready by far the most 
penetrative and adventurous 
performer of the night 

What became apparent in a 
matter of minutes was that 
COle. 23. possesses the instinct 
to be more of a predator, more 
of an international finisher, 
than Sheringham. For while 
Sheringham had worked un- 
stintingly but to no avail. Cole, 
just once, came doser than 
anybody else to scoring. 

He was surrounded by four 
Uruguayans when Adams 
headed the ball to him. He did 
not leave the ground, his 
balance was remarkable, his 
own header pure intuition, 
and had the width of the 
crossbar not denied him, Eng¬ 
land would now be hailing a 
new scorer in the Lineker 
mould, a new catalyst for the 
team to relax and to find the 
fluidity that Venables con¬ 
cedes is missing.' 

Yet why was there nothing 
to celebrate, not one shot on 
the target, from the visitors? 
As early as the the twelfth 
minute, it was dear what this 
night would be about. Daniel 
Fonseca, a striker whose 
record with Italian dubs is 
almost unrivalled, was 
prompted by his midfield. The 
ball was at his feet, the 
opportunity begging. You 
could see. almost feel, Fonseca 
take his eye off that ball, you 
could follow the eye-line to the 
onrushing Adams, and you 
knew that under the strict 
order of Nunez, there would 
be no bravery from the Uru¬ 
guayan. no resistance to the 
gladiatorial challenge. 

“ Nevertheless. Venables 





Venables ponders England's shortage of flair after the draw against Uruguay 


dutched what straws he could. 
He repeated that Uruguay 
had appeared a rampant at¬ 
tacking force when they drew 
2-2 with Spain. So. argued the 
England coach, his team did 
half the job. stopped them 
attacking, and for that he 
thanked Adams and Pallister. 
two redoubtable centre backs 
“who did not give an inch". 


Not one inch? Tell that to 
Gustavo Poyet. the Real Zara¬ 
goza forward who should 
twice have consummated En¬ 
gland's embarrassment. In 
the first half, rising higher and 
quicker to a free kick, his 
angled header fell wide of a 
post by a foot And in the 
dying moments, preying on an 
error from Jones. Poyet shot 
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Sheehan on bridge 




Dealer East 


Love alt Goulash 


♦ 8653 
▼ K832 

♦ 75 
*1097 



w 


N 


VAQJB7654 

♦ 6 

# A K 83 

E 


Dbte 


All 


2 *( 1 ) 


5* (2) 


Contract: Five Hearts doubled, by South. Lead: The seven ot 
(Bamonds 


1. Strong and natural. 

2. Perhaps over-ambitious. 


This is a Goulash hand described to me by Stuart Wheeler, the 
Portland Club squeeze maven who was South. In Goulash, the 
cards from the previous deal are collected together with the 
hands sorted into suits, and dealt out 5-5-31 without being 
shuffled. As a consequence, extreme distributions occur. 

East won the diamond and returned die queen of spades .The 
declarer ruffed and judged well to play on trumps. (In a normal 
deal, it probably would have been correct to playj to ruff a dub in 
dummy). 

West played low on the Erst trump, and dedarpr reentered his 
hand with a spade ruff to continue trumps. The double-dummy 
problem is. if West wins the fourth round of tn mips and plays 
the ten of clubs, can the contract still be made? 

The entries look ail wrong for a squeeze 1— to maintain 
communication with dummy. South has to win the dub in hand, 
producing an ugly blockage. However, what Wheeler spotted 
was that, as East has to guard three suits, the extra pressure 
compensates for the awkwardness of the entry position. Declarer 
wins the dub switch in hand and runs off ail ofjhis trumps bar 
one. to leave this ending: 



East still has to [Hay. and whatever he discards gives the 


declarer the rest of the tricks. At trick ten. South crosses to 
dummy with the queen of dubs, and, if East has kept both his 
aces. South ruffs back into hand and cashes two dub tricks. 


By Philip Howard 


BIBLICALS 

ASHER 

a. A Philistine god 

b. A tribal progenitor 

c. A minimal prophet 


HAGGAI 

a. A minor prophet 

b. A dietary taboo 

c. A high priest 


MEPHIBOSHETH 

a. David's lame protege 

b. A place of sacrifice 

c. A problematic vineyard 


MAVEN 

a. A minimal prophet 

b. A cowardly war lord 

c. A bridge expert 


Answers on page 38 



By Raymond Keene 
CHESS CORRESPONDENT 


Player and captain 

Sir Stuart Milner-Barry. The 
Times chess correspondent 
from 1938 to 1945. who died at 
the weekend, was not just one 
of Britain's leading players, he 
also acted ot a number of 
occasions as the captain of the 
English team in international 
matches. His sharp attacking 
style in his best games was 
capable of downing formida¬ 
ble opponents, among them 
Vera Menchik. the dominant 
female player of the 1930s and 
women’s world champion. 

White: Sir Stuart Milner- 
Barry 

Kadu Vera Menchik 
London 1937 


23 e6 

24 Qe5 

25 FW6+ 

26 CW6+ 

27 g4 

28 gxh5 

29 NI5 

30 Rxd5 

31 c3 


t6 

bus . 

Bxf6 

KeB 

Nxd3 

Qc7 

Ne5 

gxh4 

Black resigns 


Here. Black resigned as White 
threatens Nd6+ and if 31.... 
Rd8 then 32. e7 RxdS; 33. Ng7* 
Rxg7; 34. Q»+ Kd7; 35. eS/Q is 
checkmate. 

Sir Stuart always took great 
pleasure in defeating Harry 
Golombek, his colleague and 
successor on The Times. Their 
dashes usually reflected a 
contrast between Golom- 
bek’s logical strategic play and 
Sir Stuart’s emphasis on tacti¬ 
cal brilliance and intuitive 
attack. 


French Defence 


1 

e4 

e6 

2 

CM 

d5 

3 

Nc3 

N16 

4 

Bgs 

Be7 

5 

e5 

Nfd7 

6 

h4 

h6 

7 

Be3 

c5 

6 

Qg4 

Kf8 

9 

Rh3 

cwM 

10 

Bxd4 

Nc6 

11 

Rg3 

Rg8 

12 

Nf3 

Nxd4 

13 

QsM 

Ob6 

14 

Qd2 

Nc5 

15 

(HH) 

Qa5 

16 

Nd4 

a6 

17 

Qf4 

Bd7 

18 

Rt3 

Be6 

19 

Bd3 

35 

20 

Oe3 

be 

21 

Kbl 

b4 

22 

NxdS 

exd5 


White: Harry Golombek 
Black: Sir Stuart Milner- 
Barry 

Paignton 1953 


Diagram of final position 
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Bogo-lndian Defence 

1 

d4 

Nt6 

2 

Nf3 

b6 

3 

04 

Bb4 + 

4 

Bd2 

Bxd2+ 

5 

Qxd2 

Ne4 

6 

Qc2 

f5 

7 

NC3 

Nxc3 

8 

Oxc3 

0-0 

9 

B3 

06 

10 

Bg2 

Qf6 

11 

CM) 

Nc6 

12 

b4 

Ne7 

13 

Rael 

Ng6 

14 

a4 

fxe4 

15 

Rxe4 

Bd7 

16 

Re3 

Rae8 

17 

Oa3 

Bc6 

18 

Rdl 

85 

19 

dS 

B d? 

20 

Rtl 

36 

21 

Nd2 

Ne7 

22 

Rf3 

Oh6 

23 

Qe3 

Qh5 

24 

Rx»+ 

FW8 

25 

Qa7 

Bc8 

26 

Qb8 

Bh3 

27 

Qxc7 

Bxg2 

28 

Kxg2 

NfS 

29 

Rel 

Nd4 

30 

Kgl 

GfS 

31 

Rtl 

Qd3 

32 

c5 

Qxd2 

While resigns 


fcjti 


j* 

IN 




By Raymond Keene 


This position is from the 
game Tisdali - Gulko, San 
Francisco, 1995-The White 
king is horribly exposed to 
die attacking Black forces. 
Hew did Black now force 
victory with a clever tactical 
sequence? 


Solution, page 38 



Yorath opts 
to resign 
as Cardiff 
deal sinks 


By Our Sports Staff 


TERRY YORATH. the former 
Wales manager, has resigned 
as manager and director of 
Cardiff City after the consor¬ 
tium he was part of failed in its 
attempt to buy the struggling 
second division club. Yorath 
joined as general manager last 
August and became manager 
three months later when City 
parted company with Eddie 
May. 

The consortium included 
two other N ini an Park direc¬ 
tors — Paul Warburton and 
Mark Rooney—who hoped to 
buy the club from Rick 
Wright, the owner. 

Wright dismissed their First 
offer and was handed the 
resignations of Yorath — 
capped 59 times for Wales — 
Warburton and Wright when 
he also rejected a compromise 
deal. A statement said the 
consortium had been unable 
to meet the agreed purchase 
price. Jimmy Goodfellow. the 
physiotherapist, takes charge. 

Sunderland risk a heavy 
fine or points deduction for 
allegedly Gelding Dominic 
Matteo, the on-loan Liverpool 
defender, before he had been 
properly registered. Peter 
Reid, the new manager of the 
struggling first division side, 
will attend a hearing at York 

City today. 

Alec Chamberlain, the goal¬ 
keeper who went on loan to 
Liverpool as part of the same 
package, is set to be on the 
bench at Wembley on Sunday, 
however, because the Coca- 
Cola Cup finalists properly 
processed their end of the 
deal. 

Reg Burr is stepping down 
as chairman of Mill wall after 
a death threat against him and 
his family. Burr. 71. has held 
the position for nine years. 
The threat was received by a 
local south London news¬ 
paper. and was apparently 
sparked by the dub's decision 
to sell £2 million rated Mark 
Kennedy to Liverpool. 

Dave Smith, the former 
Plymouth boss, has turned 
down the chance to return to 
the relegation-threatened sec¬ 
ond division club as caretaker 
manager after Steve McCall 
resigned. 

Barry Hearn, the snooker 
and boxing promoter, yester¬ 
day completed his purchase of 
impoverished Leyton Orient, 
predicting that they would be 
"breaking even" by July 1. 
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inspires Germany 


By Rob Hughes 


EUROI 


hastily and miserably over the 
bar. 

For that reason England 
escaped with only half a 
lesson. And while Venables 
justifiably points our that no 
team is built without a basis of 
discipline. which England 
have, none ever conquered 
without choosing its most 
skilful sons. 


TO TRAVEL in hope is more 
profitable than to arrive. The 
gargantuan qualifying tour¬ 
nament to reach England in 
1996 for the European champ¬ 
ionship involves 47 nations, of 
which 40 played for points on 
Wednesday when stadiums in 
Tel Ariv 'and Tbilisi were 
filled with 45,000 and 75,000 
spectators, in contrast to 
Wembley, less than half full 
for foe game against 
Uruguay. 

In Tbilisi foe Georgians 
saw the quality of Germany, 
and the potency of Jurgen 
Klinsmann, who scored with 
bead and foot the only goals 
of the game to lead a side, of 
which he is now captain, 
solidly towards Euro 96. 

There are now eight nations 
who can feel comfortably en 
route — Romania. Spain. 
Croatia. Portugal. Germany. 
Bulgaria. Norway and Switz¬ 
erland. 

In the second tier of qualify¬ 
ing come Italy. After their 
period of self-doubt the Ital¬ 
ians have now’ won twice in 
five days, with Zola, foe 
impish forward so mistrusted 
in foe past by the coach. 
Arrigo SacchL scoring hand¬ 
somely in both games. With 
Lombardo, a teammate of 
Platt at Sampdoria. also scor¬ 
ing. foe Italians are suddenly 
showing their pedigree. 

Xot so the French. They are 
booming the most impotent 
team in Europe, and in Tel 
Aviv were fortunate to hold 
Israel to (he fourth scoreless 
game France has contrived 
from five starts. 

Sans Cantona, sans inspi¬ 
ration: sans Papin, sans 
goals. Israel? For 16 years no 
continent would have them. 
The Arabs forced them out of 
Asia, die Europeans did not 
like foe cost of security. 

But when Europe relented, 
Israel celebrated. They have 
team spirit in abundance and 
they have the two Rons — 
Ronny Rosenthal and Ronen 
Harazi — chasing every ball 
in attack. Only a magnificent 
save by Lama, the French 
goalkeeper, prevented Harazi 
scoring from 25 yards, and 


GROUP ONE 


P W D L F APts 

Romania. S 3 2 0 9 4 11 

Israel. S 2 2 1 7 « 9 

France.. 5 1 4 0 2 0 7 

Sonata.... 4 12 18 6 5 

Potand. 4 1 1 2 3 4 4 

Azerbaijan. .. 5 0 0 5 1 12 0 


GROUPTWO 


PW D L F APIS 

Spam . 5 4 t 0 K 3 13 

Macedonia.... 4 12 15 4 5 

Denmanc_ 4 12 15 6 5 

Cyprus. 5 1 2 2 4 6 5 

EieJcpjm. 5 1 2 2 6 10 5 

Armena. .. 301204 1 


GROUPTHREE 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A PM 

Swtoertand 

4 

3 

1 

0 

9 

5 

10 


. .. 4 

2 

1 

1 

10 

5 

7 

Sweden .. 

4 

2 

0 

2 

6 

6 

6 

Hungary.. 

... 3 

0 

2 

1 

4 

6 

2 

Ireland. .. 

.... 3 0 0 3 

GROUP FOUR 

0 

7 

0 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Croatia .... 

.. . 5 

4 

0 

1 

10 

1 

13 

Italy_ 

— 5 

3 

I 

1 

10 

4 

10 

Lithuania . 

4 

2 

1 

i 

4 

3 

7 

Stovena.._ 

. 4 

1 

2 

1 

5 

3 

5 

Ukraine .. 

- 5 

1 

1 

3 

3 

8 

4 

Estoria.-. 

... 5 

0 

0 

5 

1 

14 

0 


GROUP FIVE 

P W 0 L F APS 

Nrmunv . 5 4 1 0 9 1 13 

h 3SS!ZT". 5 3 2 o 14 1 11 

Czech Rep. 4 2 2 0 10 3 8 

SKE.:-. 4 1 0 3 4 9 3 

Uwntoxg. • 5 10 4 3 

Malta_..... 5 0 1 4 1 It « 

GROUP SK 

P W D L F APB 
4 4 0 0 1* 2 12 
.... 4 3 1 0 12 1 TO 

Nth Wand..... 5 2 1 2 8 9 7 

Austria_ 4 Z 0 2 10 3 6 

Lavra—. 4 1 0 3 2 11 3 

Dechtenam.. 5 o o 5 i 21 o 

GROUP SEVEN 

PWD L F APS 

Bulgaria_ 4 4 0 0 12 2 12 

Gerniany. 4 4 0 0 9 2 12 

GeoriBa_ 5 2 0 3 6 5 6 

MoMsSl.. 5 2 0 3 5 12 6 

Atiaraa.. 5 1 0 4 5 7 3 

Wales.. . 5 1 0 4 5 14 3 

GROUP EIGHT 

PWD L F A Pis 

Greece _ 4 4 o 012 1 12 

Finland..-.- 5 3 0 2 11 7 9 

Scotland.. 5 2 2 1 6 3 8 

Russia_-. 3 1 2 0 5 1 5 

San Marino— 4 0 0 4 1 12 0 

Faeroe Isl_ 3 0 0 3 2 15 0 


s\ i : 


only one of Rosen thaTs 
strange misses kept Israel 
from the victory their multi¬ 
tude clamoured for. Israel, 
having denied France qualifi¬ 
cation to the last World Cup, 
are now halfway to doing the 
same in Europe. 

Yet it is questionable which 
is the more emotive prospect 
the qualification of Israel or 
that of Croatia. 

In Lithuania, the Croats 
were held for the first time in 
the tournament their magnif¬ 
icent forward line; led by 
Davor Suker, firing blanks, 
which their class suggested 
they miffot never do. 

Croatia, benefiting it seems 
from the fallout in Yugosla¬ 
via, will surely be in England 
next year arid it will be 
interesting, to say the least, to 
see whefoer they claim all the 
7.000 tickets allocated to each 
of the 15 visiting finalists. 

The one group where, as 
yet, there are do favourites to 
qualify, involves Scotland. 
Because of the heroic defend¬ 
ing of a team in which 
Leighton is a born-again in¬ 
ternationalist, and Caldff- 


wood has come m at an age 
when others begin to contem¬ 
plate retirement they drew, 
again scoreless, in Moscow. 
Oleg Romantsev blamed his 
players. Kancbelstds and 
company, lamenting that they 
are more interested in playing 
in other countries ifen for 
Russia. 

Finally; after saying as little 
as possible about die position 
Wales occupy at the bottom of 
their group, there are still two 
English managers trying to 
reach England. 

One. of course, is Jade 
Chariton whose hopes were 
scarcely damaged by Ire¬ 
lands 1-1 draw m Dublin 
against Northern Ireland. 
The other is Roy Hodgson. 
Haring guided Switzerland 
to foe 1994 World Cup. his 
team now top thefr group, but 
are doing things the hard 
way. On Wednesday, they 
traOed 2-0 in Budapest before 
scoring twice in foe last 18 
minutes to capture a point, 
proving once againfoat when 
it comes to galvanising the 
combative spirit there are few 
to beat foe English. 


6; 






BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): Devz* 
i~\er. ‘C~ ir.<Sara IDT Cleveland96: 

s L a 39 81. Washngton 

57 W-r-r ;£• San A-scrao 107 LA Laters 
5eaz£ :»V/r^scu 92 
Easam Conference 
Atlantic division 



• w 

L 

pa 

GB 

• Crar.x- 

52 

18 

743 

— 

•Nftv'roiV. - • 

45 

24 

.652 

6* 

liars. 

28 

43 

394 

2< > 

SfCon . . 

27 

42 

391 

24Vr 

:.e.vj?rs?. _ 

27 

43 

366 

25 

rJva-E.’p.U.. . 

19 

50 

271 

32’? 

'.‘.■tacttr.- 

16 

51 

261 

33)? 

Central division 



• 1 ntfar-s . - . 

45 

25 

643 

— 

*Chate» _- 

42 

27 

609 

2% 

Cleveland. 

38 

31 

.551 

6* 

OwagC' - _ . ..... 
Tdante ____ 

37 

33 

529 

8 

34 

35 

.493 

m 

Milwaukee _ . . . 

27 

43 

386 

18 

D«rc<: .. 

25 

45 

357 

20 


■ San Areonio -... 

* Uah -- 

Houston -- 

Denver. 

Dallas. 

Mrnnesoia. . . ..... 


Western Conference 
HBdwest (Svtslon 

W L W Gfl 
50 18 735 ¥• 

52 19 .732 — 

- 41 28 -584 10 

_ 33 36 478 18 

.. 30 37 448 20 

-- 19 51 271 3215 

Pacific cfiwsjon 

■ Phoenix.. 49 20 710 — 

•Seaffla- - 49 20 .710 — 

LA Lakers- 43 26 623 8 

PortanC -. ... 36 32 .529 1214 

Sacramento . 34 35 493 15 

GoktenSiae . 22 4? 319 27 

LA Clippers. 14 57 .197 36 

* pkayori piace 

BUDWBSER LEAGUE: Brrrrwxjham 89 
(Lloyd 28. Dorsey 23) London lowers 82 
(LewraWndfess 22, Moore 19). Thames 
vaUey 84 fScartlebury 21. BucknaU 16) 
Sheffield 78 (McMe 18. Huggins IS). 


BOWLS 


OGWR: CIS Welsh indoors nafiaW 
chanyronstqp: Triples: Quartar-Snate: Bro 
Ddyte Ete) wfo Radrrorshre (R Weatel 
tfcq: Lbnett (D KhicxJon) E» Swansea (M 
Matthews) 28-13: Ogwr (P Robins) M 
Rhondda (M Prosser) 18-12: Swansea (J 
Pnce) W Pott Tabol (B Ponetfl 19-18. 


FOOTBALL 


NTWNAriONAL MATCHES: Brad I 
HonAras 1 fin Rto de Janero). ChSe 2 
Mexico l (in Los Angeles) 


Wteiesdays Ifee res^ 

INTERNATIONAL MATCH: Engtaj 0 
Uruguay 0 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP: Group 
one: Romania 2 Poland 1 (in Bucharesi); 
Israel 0 France 0 (in Tel Aviv); Slovaks 4. 
Asateijan 1 (n Kosice) Group Iwo: 
Cyprus 1 Denmark t (in Limasoll); Span 1 
Bcfcxum 1 (m Setffe). Group three: Turkey 
2 Sweden 1 fin tsurtoui); Hungary 2 
SWteertand 2 (ft Budapest). Group nut: 
Ukraine o Ea»y 2 (In Idev); Lithuania O 

Croatia 0 dn Vunrjs); Skwenfe 3 Estonia 0 
An” 

Belarus 2 
Rotterdam). 

Luxembourg) Group seven: Georgia 0 
Germany 2 (m TbUsn. Group right Sen 
Marino 0 FHand 2 (ft San Marfto). 
ENDSLBGH INSURANCE LEAGUE: Sec¬ 
ond dvinon: Bristol Rovers 1 Bi rm in gh am 
1 Third tiiviaort Wigon 1 Hereford 1. 
BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE; TWrtJ dM- 
start Ross County 4 AJbtan i 
UNIBOND NORTHERN PREMIER 
LEAGUE: Premier dMskm: Araftgion 
Stanley S Barrow Z Honrich 1 Marine 4. 
Cup: Semina, second leg: Bebop 


Auckland 0 Mattock Town 2 (agg 4-3). 
BEAZER HOMES LEAGUE: Premier dM- 
rion: VS Rugry 3 Gtoucaser 3. Mkftand 
(SMriorE Newport AFC 3 Btoon 1. South¬ 
ern revision: Havart 0 Basrtey 0. - 

DtADORA LEAGUE Premier rivfeton: 
Motesey 1 Yaaring 0. TOrd dMstorc 
Harlow 0 East Ihuioac 3. 

KOMCA LEAGUE OF WALES: Bttw Vrie 
i inter CartStf a Ton Pertre 1 Barry 1 
WJUONSON SWORD LEAGUE CUR: Sec¬ 
ond rowL* Portadown 3 Gienavon 1 (aa). 
AVON INSURANCE COMBBMION: First 
(Svision: Bntftton 0 Brad C«y 3: toarich 2 
Luton 0: HMwafi 0 Oyriri Palace 1; Oxford 
Urd 4 Portsmouth 0; SwnJon 0 Tottenham 
0: Wimbledon 0 Norwich 0. Second 
(fivtrion: Bflfflt 2 Harekad 0: Btonftghvn 0 
Bournemouth 0; Cardffi 2 Sinenses 4; 
Che»enhsm 2 Torquay 2: E«tar 1 Yeovi 0. 
PONT1N8 CENTRAL LEAGUE: Rret revi¬ 
sion: Asian Vila 1 Sunderland 3: Leeds 1 
Nests County 2: Nottm Forest 1 CovenoyO; 
West Bramnch 1 Rotherham 1; Liverpool 1 
Derby 0 Second dvWon: Barnsley 1 ftxt 
Vale 2: Bbdrpool 0 Locesfer 4. Grtroby 2 
Bunley Z Manchester Cfcy 1 BradtaroO; 
Mddtesbrough S Huddersfield 0: Yo* 0 
Sheffield Wed 0; Newcastle 2 Hd ft 
Okftam 6 Mere&eld 0. 

CARLING NORTH WEST COUNTIES 
LEAGUE: Rrst tfvtaton: St Helens 2 
Eastwood Hanky 0 

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE: Premier cfivF 
afen: Southend Manor 1 BasMon 3; Bon 
Manor 1 RomkvdO. 

FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE First e&rtstan: Eppieton 1 
Seaham RedStsr 0; Northaflertoi 1 tartan 
4; Peteriee 0 Wes) Au*tad O. ShBdon 2 
Chester-toStreet 0. 

GREAT MUS LEAGUE Premier dMstorc 
BcWtard O Tomngion O. Eknore 3 Ltafceard 


hr I Fre e LEAGUE Premier dMston: 
CSnderiord 2 Shortwood 0; Kstoury 1 
Abngdon 3. First cMsion: Didcot 4 
Wootran Bassett l. 

BMTERLWtC EXPRESS MIDLAND AUJ- 
ANCE Bofcftsa Swifts 2 Hriosowen Harr 4 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premier dMskm: StowmartatO 
Chatteris 0. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE: 
Premier d M s i otn Sheffield 1 UwsrsedgeS. 
Po st poned: Haiam v Thacwey up: 
Fourth round: Postponed: Bngg v Befeer 
Town. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First 
dMstorc Southwk*. 1 Burgess HH 3: 
Eastbourne Tmm 2 Wide 3; Stamco 3 
CfOMftxrough O. 

WWSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE: Fkst 
dviaton: Sheppey 5 Oaittard 1. 
PORTUGUESE CUP: Quartar-ftwta: Leca 
0 Porto 4; Ofevris Moscavide 1 Spawn & 
Marttlmo 2 Ovarense 1; Berrica 0 Betubri 0 
feet) 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: Centenary SMeid 
under-18 Inter na t ional: Wales 0 Switzer¬ 
land i Premier Learie UndeM 6 Trophy, 
senWnsfl: Essex 3 Sussex 5. Snows 
Undv-19 Trophy: Ouader4nrie: Luton 

SFC 3 N attm te HS. Sufiok 3: Preston 

SuttahZ 


GOLF 


NAIROBI: Windsor Senior Madura: Early 
Grot-round scores (GB and Ire udess 
slBtetS: SB: D Creamer 68; A Gam* (Sfa), 
B Wakas, M Gregeon 70: B HuggetLJ 
Morgan. A Croce (It). D MoM L 
Hggfts. 71: F HH. G Grey. R Bats (US). T 
Hon on 

RYDER CUP STANDINGS: Europe: 1. S 
Bsfiesteros (%)) 333,422.18p»; 2.BLmja 
{Go} 204,405 57, 3, C Mo nt gomerie (SB) 
199.395 00:4,0 Gttxd (GB) 187.403.68' E 
C Rocca to 181373.62: 6, J M Oiaz&rf 
(Sp) 1E936357; 7. M A Jftrinez (Sp) 


FOOTBALL 


Kck-cft 733 mbss stated 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: FVst 
dhririon: Queens Parit Rangers, v Ipswich 
(at Hanw Soreugh FC. 7.ffl; Southampton 
v Charlton (a Marchmod FC). 

BC«I GAtS LEAGUE OF IRELAIO: 
Premier dhrtsion (7.45). Atfitone v Cobh 
RamWere, Sheibourm « Monacftan. 
SCHOOLS MATCHES: Centenary SteeW 

under-J8 ftfem e nona t Engtand v Sufiaar- 

land {at Noittgnh am Forest FC, 7.15). 
Engteh Schools Ft# Fflm Trophy: Semt- 
fina: South Tyneade v Manchester (at 
Hebtuxn FQ. Engish Brood Shield: 
Pt«noulh w Wed Carrmafl (a Harper ParK 
60). South West Counties Under-ig 

League: H a mp ah ns v woreeaertiire (S 

Tauton Sanoi, Souhamplan 4d). 


UNSOND LEAGUE Premier dhaskxr 
Moracambe vWtton. 


RUGBY UNION 


GlliB MATCHES (70j. AtnnBery v 
Bbenau &«ert Moutafn Asti v ftortypod. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
Stones attar Championship 
First dhriston 

CaSOBtonl v Warffiglon (7.3tfl.. 


OTHsi SPORT 


BASKfc' BALL: Budweieer League- 
Leiceste r v Donoeaty (8.IH. 

SPEB7WAY: Prorrier Leegue- 
taragiv Lmg Eaton [7.30}. ChasS 
Edhtou^ivGtosgow(7.1S). 


156J34T.17; 8, P-U Johansson 
l4S£ll.66:9.!WQcsnam(G8) 143; .... 

ia S Tonanoe (CT) 134^77.15; 11. 0 
□arte (GB) H9J7B20; 1% B Lane (GB) 
11&B50.77; tS, P Futa (9M$ 11X78015: 
14. M Jamas (G8). 107.403B2: 15. R 
CtsydanKaB) 92,492.60:18. A FkrtartG^ 
97.711 BO; 17. RKarteson (Swe) 90^7053: 
18. A Ceria JGert 87^66.45; 19. S Stnjwr 
Bwri_84B»-46: 20. N Faldo JEB) 
B3.157XJ8; 21, A Fombrand (Swe) 
80.148.48.22. K ErNtaon (Swe) 74.331.67. 
23, HCJari^fGB) 72^92.17.24,SLuna(Sp} 
72243.84.25. J Sandain (Swa) 71.61037. 
United States: 1. C Psvft B4Z.J67; 2, L 
Roberts 586500:3. P Jacobean505000:4. 
TUshman 502300:5. PMcieetaon 479^84; 
6. KPeny475.000; 7. BFsran 352.500:8. F 
Zbefisr 345000.0, B Gtaason 326310:10. 
TW)8 303250; 11, D Lore 18300 000; IS. M 
McCumber 289-167; 13.CStader2B5.Q00; 
14, B Uetzte 276687; 15. L Jansen 
272300; 16, B Crenshaw 258288: 17. H 
fivrtn 2S3300 18. Jay Haas 2S0 000.19. C 
Seange 045167; 20. J Huston 240530; 21. 
J Magoart 231383; 22. B Bnant 231 760 
23.BEstBs231.667; 24, J Cook 228500 
25. M Cateavecrtre 224.750. 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL): Florida 4 
Halted 4 (OT): New Jersey 4 Ottawa 2; 
Wasim^Dn 4 Tampa Bay 2; Si Louis 3 
Chicago 1; Vanoou«r 5 Los Angaiaa 2. 
BRmSH LEAGUE: Premier dMatorc Cer- 
<*l 9 Bastogrtoke 6 


MrlliZ 


IB: 


RUGBY UNION 


RS44SENTATIVE MATCH; Wrish 
Schools 6 Engfish Schools 9 (to Uanefc 
6.0) 

CLU8 MATCH: Mosefey 27 RAF 15 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


STONES BITTER CHAMPKMSHP: Rrst 
towfetom H aBw 18 Wgsn 16: HuS a 

Second Chririvv Dawsbwy 12 

HutWersfieW 40. 


TENNIS 


FEAD, SouOi Caofina: Womenfe 
hjurnernenl (US unless stated): Second 
round: A SSnchez vkaato 


5 SteRord 7^. 60; c Rubai bt A 
Smeehnova (hi) 5-7, 6-3, 84; P Schtnz- 
U MOwrara mSsSSSS 
LGhyatl (Fi) t< G Sabolm) (Arg) 3-6, 7 A 
M; K Boogert (Hoi) W JWiesnS (AitetiS 
6-4; L Nenand (Lffl) bt J Knaar 
fAJK 6-4: A Coetzer SA) fifK 

A1Medredev (Uta) 

T Mten (USJ 1J974; 14. tt 
ijgjg" —^ 1l90 ^ J Coirier (US} 


Ferreia, 
1JP7: 1 


yackting 


_ ^ _ Dtataoh)tt 

I.TeemNn* ’ 

Amatea"^ 

WfasssassSS i 



! V 2*^- 




4:4? J 


86 


UAmericeFi 



RACING 


Conmmuiy 

CaU 0891500 123 

Rcsohs 

Call 0891100123' 
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Top American booked to ride Abdulla’s colt at Churchill Downs 

Eltish on course for Kentucky Derby 


By Julian \u-scvr 

COREY NAKATAN!. a i^j. 
ing American jocU-v. js u» ride 
Eltish when Khalud Abdulla's 
colt represents Britain in the 
Kentucky Derby at Churchill 
Downs on May o. 

Abdulla's recourse in an 
.American rider is because of 
the Kentucky Derby's clash 
with the 2.000 Guineas, u. be 
run ai Newmarket on the 
same day. With Pat Eddery, 
who has ridden Eitish on each 
of the coirs sl\ suns last 
season, cuaranieed attractive 
rides at Newmarket's three- 
day fixture, connections have 
put Nakaiani no standby for 
the sun of Cox’s Ridge. 

Nakaiani. bused' on the 
West Coast, has regularly 
dunned Abdulla's silks' in the 
US. The jockey is favoured hy 
Bobby Frankel. the Califor¬ 
nian-based trainer employed 
bv Abdulla. The combination 

RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: REAL PROGRESS 
(2.50 Huntingdon j 

Next best: Super Malt 
(3.50 Huntingdon) 


teamed up earlier this month 
to land the grade one Santa 
Ana Handicap w ith Abdulla's 
Wandesta. formerly trained 
by Roger Charlton at 

Beckhampton. 

Eltish has been pleasing his 
trainer. Henry Cecil, in his 
preparation for the din test. 
The three-year-old has 
strengthened since last sea¬ 
son. when he ran second to 
Timber Country- in the Breed¬ 
ers' Cup Juvenile at Churchill 
Downs in November. That 
was a particularly encourag¬ 
ing dirt debut from Eltish. 

“Everyone connected with 
the horse is happy with him.” 
Abdulla’s racing manager. 
Grant Pritchard-Gordon. 
said. "He will start off the 
season in the Feilden Stakes at 
Newmarket and. if he runs as 
well as we hope, he will travel 
to Kentucky a week before the 
race. Natakani will have five 
or six days to sit on him and 
acquaint himself with the 
horse.” 

No British-trained horse 
has won the “Run For The 
Roses” although Bold Ar¬ 
rangement. trained by Clive 
Brinain. came closest when he 




Eltish, runner-up in the Breeders's Cup Juvenile, returns to Churchill Downs in May for the Kentucky Derby. Photograph: Martin Lynch 


chased home Ferdinand in 
19S6. Arazi was well beaten 
when a warm favourite for the 
race three years ago. prompt¬ 
ing Pritchard-Gordon to ac¬ 
knowledge the task now 
confronting Eltish. 

“It will require a monumen¬ 
tal efforthe said. “It is that 
much harder travelling from 
England and the American 
horses will have had three or 
four races to prepare for it. 


Although some people think 
wtr arc crazy. Eltish is actually 
bred for the dirt. We are 
greatly looking forward to it. 
The American horses are very 
seasoned but Eltish ran six 
times as a rwo-year-old. He’s a 
mature type, both in his 
character and his frame.” 

Pritchard-Gordon warned 
that even the slightest setback 
would jeopardise the Ameri¬ 
can project. “We need a trou¬ 


ble-free six weeks. Eltish can’t 
afford to stand on a stone or 
miss any of his exercise. That, 
in itself, is almost too much to 
ask but any problems will 
make life that much more 
difficult for him.” 

Pritchard-Gordon departs 
for California this morning to 
monitor Abdulla's West Coast 
string. He will be an interested 
spectator at Santa Anita on 
Sunday, when Timber Coun¬ 


try is opposed by Larry The 
Legend. Jumron and After¬ 
noon Deelites, all leading con¬ 
tenders for the Kentucky 
Derby. 

Afternoon Deetires. unbeat¬ 
en in five starts and favourite 
for the ten-furlong classic, has 
twice lowered Umber Coun¬ 
try’s colours this year. 

On the domestic front. 
Abdulla has some interesting 
cards to play in the imminent 


Pitman saddles six for National 


JENNY PITMAN expects to saddle six 
runners in the MaiteU Grand National 
tomorrow week. The Lam bourn trainer 
became the only woman to have trained 
the winner of the Ain tree race with 
Corbiere’s success in 1983. 

Her son and assistant. Mark, expects 
the stable’s Do Be Brief. Esha Ness, 
Garrison Savannah. Lusty Light Royal 
Athlete and Superior Finish will all go 
there with a live chance. 


“All six will probably nm if the ground 
is right” he said. “But if the ground is not 
good we might have a rethink, particular¬ 
ly over Lusty Light” 

Pitman, who rode Garrison Savannah 
into second place in the race in 1991, is not 
surprised that the bookmakers make 
Lusty Light the shortest price of the 
stable's runners. 

“On this season’s form be has done 
nothing wrong.” he said of the gelding. 


quoted at 2S-1 by William HQL “He has 
won six times and must have a fine 
chance if die ground is good — his only 
two bad runs have been on soft g round.'" 

Nigel Twiston-Davies is likely to have 
three runners in the National. His first 
string. Young Hustler, 10-1 fourth favour¬ 
ite with William Hill after finishing fifth 
behind Master Oats in the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup. could be joined by Camelot 
Knight and Dakyns Boy. 


classic trials. Peace Envoy, 
touched off by Smart Alec on 
his debut at Newmarket, fol¬ 
lowed that effort with a facile 
victory at Yarmouth. “We 
hope he will please Henry 
[Cedif enough to put him in 
something tike the Greenham 
Stakes at Newbury ” Pritch¬ 
ard-Gordon said. 

Two fillies also bound for 
the trials are Trimming and 
Didina. Trimming may have 
an outing at Leicester next 
week before contesting the 
Fired Darling Stakes at 
Newbury. And Didina will 
have her chance to prove 
herself up to classic standard, 
possibly in the Masaka Stakes 
at Kempton. 

“Didina has plenty of abili¬ 
ty. although she may not quite 
be top class.” Pritchard-Gor¬ 
don said. “I don’t think we’ve 
got any obvious stars but we 
are hoping a few of them 
might progress into decent 
horses in time.” 



THUNDERER 

2.10 Elementary. 2.40 Tropical Jungle. 3-lOStoppes 
Brow. 3.4 0 Chewit. 4.10 Proposing. 4.40 
Broughtons Turmoil. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 

4.10 PROPOSING (nap). 

GOING: STANDARD SIS 

DRAW: 5F-1M. LOW NUMBERS BEST _ 

2.10 COLD AS CHARITY CLAIMING STAKES 

(£2.746: Im 4(1 (5 runners) 

1 0203 ONE Off THE RAfl. 15 (CO.Gj A Mowi 5-9-10 L Sufteni (7) 5 

2 6560 RBffitrBEflTHS»CCfZB5-W- - ...7WBI 

3 +14 BEMENTARV 66 (CD.BF.F.G) N Wait* 12-9-2 RCoetiraneZ 

4 1305 LONG FLfiLQNG 3 (CDJF.G) 3 Bc3« 74M0 5S»dns0)3 

6 00-0 BAWWA29(UG1*0Sjftfln7-M . l»tHB0iS4 

5-4 Senwav. H Or* W The fed 4-1 ung ftftarg. i+-l Renwita ins. 16- 
i fbypha 

2.40 APPLE A DAY SELLING STAKES 

(£2,467.1m 2t) (8) 


1 0-04 BARAHM 14J (CD/.6.SJ ) (taper 6-0-13. 

2 OM DAYS OT THUNDER 58 JWMe 7-B-12 — 

3 flWTMEHTWI SJ&alwS-Hi 
i 6303 POP TO STATE 11 (B.C.F.G) J P« 


. A cat 5 
S Draw* (5)3 
. DWfloMp; i 


4 6303 (WTOSTATE 11 IB.C.F.G)JPearcr64-12 _„ 

BbsDem Tomer (7) E 

5 -000 SECttETASSaoeffT 36 L Cfif W-tt - . GMWdB 

6 W TAAHHU8 313 (C.G) R (TSuUiWl 5-8-12 — - JWKHSl 

7 30 TR0PEAL JUWiLE G9 ffl) P MJUn 5^-12.LMM7 

8 06-4 THAMESST0E55MMads***4-0-11. TMnn2 

9-4 Pup In sars. Vi Irocwal Jung*. TattaD. 5-1 Humes S*Je. 8-1 (Mm. 
12.1 CBys Of Thrter. 14-1 whers 

3.10 ALL’S FAIR HANDICAP (£5,588.51) (8) 

I 1436 SPHfflEfi 6 (CD.F.G) P Harris 6-104)..- . . H Codnnr 8 
: 1131 STQPPES BROW34 (V.CD.fii G L Moore 3-9-13. B Rouse ! 

3 24-5 THAT WAN AGAUt 8 IB-D-RC IMs 3-9-9 _ SWW»0fth3 

4 -314 LITTLE SABOTEUR 55 (B.CDtf/*5) P MW> 6-9-T 

L Qetori T 

5 0011 TEN0H 36 (CD.6)0iteflok4-9-1. Ale»&wve4 

8 210- SW1Y SLADE 1B5 (D.F5| C Cr® 3-9-1 . J ReM 6 

7 06-5 RANDOM 36 (CD.6I C Jsnes 4-4-12 — - J Weaver 5 

B -500 PAAHERA ZB (B-CDJLS! P HonTmu 5-6-8 D WrtuM (3) 7 

IM Srpflpes Bn». 7-2 SctM*. 3-2 Tenor. M IB* feDMM. 7-1 Thai Man 
Again B-1 Raroom 12-1 atari 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Huntingdon: 220 Dumam. Cosmc 
Pdc« 2:50 Mander'5 Way UngfieW Parte 2 40 Tropvcal Jungle 
-> 40 Swallow FBdge 


3.40 BALD COOT HANDICAP 

(£3.868:6f) (10) 

1 3232 R0CKV WATERS 15 (CD.F.G) G L Moore 6-10-0 . BRouselO 

2 2113 SWEET SUPPOSW15 (B.C.BlKMc«e«i 4-9-1 JRCodnnel 

3 005- DARKEYH)LADY 125(Dr.&S)0AltuBnol5-9-6 TQtanO 

4 541- MAIAICROS181 (D.G) R CKarttM 3-9-t_.-JMtaawr4 

5 4234 CRYSTAL tCIGHIS 15 (CDA 0 ffSiAian 7-9-1. LDrtBrt7 
G 510- PAB^ CHOICE 192 (COGS) M McConrad 4-94)..- 4R«U9 

7 M2 CMEWHT27 A»fcw*34-1i.. -Cdnfljr Uorrts 2 

8 1212 OUR SHADEE 6 W.CO.Fffl h buy 5-M. CSoBvPlB 

9 340- CORK SRHTORL1716 MeahwM-1.80** 3 

10 4064 S«ASH0FS»LT3J(B.a).F^T)l**l*w5-7-7 GB*ltatf5 

3- 1 Maiankas. 4-1 On Swfce. 9-2 Seter Suwrin. 6-1 Ror*» Ater* Qiw*. 
B-i Crysoi Hoflhc. i0-i Scfesh Or SBL12-1 nws. 

4.10 ANY PORT MAIDEN STAKES 

(£3,868: tm Zf) (7) 

1 00 TARJ1MAAN 31 R 0 SuAmt 4-9-9..A CHUB 

I 36-3 DANEGOLD9MCtanroi3-6-4—. CMkrS 

3 00- HAflftWrTMBIG WHto*7 

4 PROPOSING J Grwtoi 3*4--L DSWl 1 

5 wORIttEWS EXTRA P Co* 3+4-Tft*n2 

6 0- B4AJBARA233CSrhBtl3-7-13..-J0H*14 

7 23 PlfASAMTIffllORrES 44 (Bf) Urt Hnwgrtai 3-7-13 

D0U8TTUL3 

4- 5 PucoBno. 5-2 Btattwis Em. 5-1 tataonU. 14-1 Baitaa.»i Untani 
Wng-TaMMai. 

4.40 GIFT HORSE HANDICAP (£3.023: tm) (12) 

1 1145 WORDS OF WISDOM 3« (CD.G)CC*W 5-9-13 _ _ 

0HMcCjfc*|3)9 

2 -151 BROUGHTONS TURM01.34 (CD.G) W Mbsoi 6-9-10 

P McCabe (5) 11 

3 0344 2AHRAN 15 (FTJ flrarOcr 4-9-i.-- S»»we(5)2 

4 -503 AMJT>««T0lfflTE38MHolarvflfc444- JWUW4 

5 -140 LARESBBCE34lG»MtsHMxater4-8-l3 SSaalenPJlO 

6 1350 SHANSI6(V.C.6)MUster *S-1I .- «SM 1 

7 -065 PRETWIC11 (CJ.G) B PalMo 7-6-10. -.T Sprite 7 

8 0506 WAVWLEV STAR 15 (F.GjS) K 104-6 

BDortS 

9 4550 ZKBA029K0F.65)CBenaejd9-M3.- CR^rfl 

10 0224 PAIR OF JAOS 2 p)D*fflson 5-7-13-J0utel3 

II 6322 SWALLOW ROSE 34 (BJ^SOSuAhan 6-7-11 

Sttptel Date* 12 

12 0040 GREATEST HOPES 36 CBanaesd 4-7-9... CHwWfiyBji 
4-1 Par 01 te*. 5-1 Worth 01 Wfceom. fri sranu. Brougnons Tutrte. 1-1 
$«alkM RdBe. 6-1 To Note. 10-1 2N*ai, 12-1 tees 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS: N Walher. 7 Wmets hum 22 rums. 31 BV P Haiti. 8 
ton 28. 28 6%. J Goiter. 6 Iran 23. 261%. P Cole. 22 jum 19b 
?4 7%. D tectafls. 5 front 22. 22.7%. G IMS, 11 Horn 49.22 4%. 
JOCKEYS: L Oeturi. 57 aums tan 236 rides. 22%; J Weevs. 45 
tan 192. 234%. L Stem. 5 from 22. 22.7V B thdBsW. 24 Bom 
i2fl IB^V Ater Gtwes. 12Bam £5.18S%: TOrem. <9 tan 271. 
18.1V 



RESULTS FROM YESTERDAY'S THREE MEETINGS 

ter I Chepstow I Edinburgh 


Leicester 

Going soft 

2.20 (Si 3yd| i. Cabcnargo Softer (R 
Hughes. 6-1t. 2. Dantesion (4-7 lav|. 3. 
Passion Fct Lie (13-2) 8 ran NH. l'*l M 
Chanryin T-ate E10S0.E1 30.El^0.£2 30 
C>F r?80 CSF Ell 33 

aso 1 1 m8yd) I. Mfely Sflks (ACtart. 4-1 j. 
2. Ceflic CeiWh (10-1). 3. ForgeHul (25-11 
fjnneqaj Kfl 9-4 t*,. 10 ran 4|. 2^:1 M 
Ryan Tote E4 70. El 30. £2.10. £6 00 DF 
C2I 30 Trc £290 10 CSF.E41 U.Tncast 
£819 3^ 

3 20 i£J 2ievdl 1. Noor El Houtah iG 
Can« 6-H.3.Oomoancyil^-lt. 3.Russian 
Hcici’M 17-2raw) Mian NR. Jtyfu)Timer- 
VI srt HO J Berry ToJe. £7 60. £2 7a 
£6 30 £1 60 DF. £104-50 Tno. £196 70 
CSF £9857 

3.50 (SI 2yd) l. Portend! (C Teague. 7-2): 2- 
T*aJ Sir anger (IQ-1). 3. Mus*=a (6-It. 
ShirmoMa lifi lav 8 ran n. Hr SBo»mg 
T.?;e £4 90 a 60. £2.20. £2 20 DK 
£54 40 CSF £35.84 Tncasi £i9i X. 

4.20 (tm 31 T&jydl 1. Lord Xm (Ft 
Cocrvane. 4-ij. 2, Aicnc Cnarmw i6-1). 3. 

, Noonday Gun (13-8 Lmt 6 ran 91.41 Mss 
7 Gw he'iewav Tore- EX SO. £2 10. £2 60 
DF £1J70.CSF:£24 47 

4.50 nm 112l8ytl| 1. Panhtai Springs (Pal 
cctacn’. 6-4 lav). 2. MotaFenber (4-ij. 3. 
Orchestra Stall 06-11 16 ran. 41. 3l J 
Gcsden Tore £2.® EiGO.tl 7O.C1360 
DF S3 00 Tno £19800 CSF £1021 
520 (71 9yd) i. Sendmoor Derain iC 
It-aTue. 7-1). 2. Groal Ha* (8-1). 3. Sharp 
Rctiufl I4-Ii Gadge 52 fav 11 ion. NR 
East Bams si. m s Bowraig Tore - £7 30. 
CIO. E310. 6240 DF E35&0 T no 
:7260 0& £8210 Tncasi £239 87 
lack pot: £53,46070. Ptacepoc E248B0 
3uadpoc £5000 (pan won: pool el £54 08 
arried forarardiD Huntogoon today) 


Chepstow 

Going: pood io so>i 

2.00 |2rr. 110yd IWtet 1. IWone Abbot (J 
Osboma. 15-B). 2. BoW DoipWn (20-11. 3. 
Ukngft Hour P-4 tau) 23 ran nh. 
Eddartree Mandys Lad. 3W. 1 j»i J OS1 
Tore £2 90. Cl 80. £3 40. Cl 40 DF C26 10 
Vic £;37t» CSF' £39.75 
Z30 12m 31 110yd chi 1. Uscca Sam (H 
Wtoimson 3-11. 2. Ftao yey (33-H..3. 
SiacA Horse Lad (*2 -U MawtmBm V-f 
lav 11 ran NR Agra. LtheWishful. Sarahit 
Wroam 141. vtl M Edtley Tae: CLIO. 
Cl.TO C5«a £320 DF T "° 

£162 30. CSF £70 33 TiHasl CO01 28 
3.00 idn 4l 110yd hdle) 1. HOPS And Pope 
(A Munire. 7-4 lav). 2. Arter Moto (trU 3. 
Ser»^|i2-1| n ran Hd 2d R Alner Tore 
££70 Cl 50. £2 50. £230 DF £650 Tno 
£2200 CSF £1324 Tncasi £8553 


Broolrs Trte CS50.£23Ql £7 40. ^70 
£278 80 Tno £10300 CSF £84 El.Trtcosl 
£600.61 

4.00 (2m 110 yd hdle) 1. II Bambino (M 
Appleby, 5-i). 2. heresihedeal (11-4 rev). 3. 
An^So J-ndy (14-1) VB ran IM ” 
Manners Tole “8^ t2.10. C120. C2.70 
DF £930 Tno:£5590 CSF EiaMi. 

4 an ram eti) 1. Hoiland House rt* C 
Vans 9-4 lav). 2. Ardesee (50- IL 3. T’* 
BJjo Boy in-21 16 ran 3*J?? 
mgs. Tot® £2BO. Cl 90 . ClOoO C'O DF 
E307 SO Tno C436B0 CSF £97 89 
5.00 Cm 110yd hart V Mendlp Pnnw (G 

aftsaaKhcgas 

£1120 DF £7 50 Trto. £29000 CSF. 
F2825 

piacopot £47.70. Quadpec E20 »■ 


Going; good lo soft 

2.10 (51) i. Whleksey Perry (J Cano*, 11- 
4i: 2. UncondWonal um (5-2 K-favt, 3. 
ArvzeesiMfl-tev) 7ran 1TIL2W J Berry. 
Tow- £4 00. £1.86. £2.10 DF- £5 30. CSF: 
£10 CO. 

2^40(56 i. My Cherryw®* (TWttrrs. 10- 
II: 2. Sondense (3-1 lav). 3. Kelai (4-1). 11 
ran Hd. 1HI L Uoyd James Tore. £17 40, 
Cl 30. £150. Cl .50 DF E19 90. 7her 
£3000 CSF £37 77. Tncasi £130.11 

3.10 (1m 4131yd) 1. Borocay (L Chamoch, 
3-1 lev). 2. Qniftng Ora T&-1). 3. Firry 
Rose (10-1). 9 ran 31. %1. M Camacho 
Tore. £4 10. £130. £180. C2.3D DF 
£2670 Tno £7030 CSF- £2761 THcaaL 
£212 7tt 

3.40 (tm 3i 32yd) 1 . Sarasota Storm (M 
Fan on. 4-ii lav). 2. Store Crosa (7-iJ: 3. 
Hard Try (7-2) 7 ran 51. 2feL M Bell. Tote. 
£1 30. £1 10. C4 30 DF E6.B0 CSF- £356 
4.1011m 16yd) 1, Pash (N Kormerir, 33-1). 
2. Wolfcy Lad (6-1): 3. May's Cess (2-1 lev) 
10 ran. 1H). iH W Efeey Tel® £$380. 
£960. £2 3ft E110 DF* £84.50. Tito* 
£107 40 CSF- £200 64 Trtcasl. £534 65. 

4.40 (71 (5yd) f. Reverend Thfcfcneee (J 

Fortune. 7-3); 2. Equerry I&3 lay). 3. 
Bedezde (14-1) 9ian Nt.« S tAAftams. 
Tore- £3 00: n 70. Cl 4a £4 10 DF. £3.70. 
Tno- £15 70 CSF. £12.16. Trtcasl: £8730. 
Ptacepoc £5430. Ouedpot £&30 

□ Norman Williamson com¬ 
pleted a second successive 
century of winners on Llacca 
Sam in tile Anvil Novices* 
Handicap Chase at Chepstow 
yesterday. 


THUNDERER 

2.20 Water Diviner. 2_50 Reel Progress. 3-20 
Speaker WeatoerHI. 3.50 Super Malt 4.20 
Manamour. 4-50 More Dash Thancash. 5^0 
SHanora. 

The Times Private Handcapperis top rating: 

A2D MANAMOUR. 

GOING: 6000 TO FIRM _ SIS 

2.20 BUCKDEN PALACE SH1JNG HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£2,304:2m 110yd) (25 runners) 

101 344- SALMAIl 301 (0.F3) tes V 9-12-C.— HWfcmeon B 

102 3542 WHAT f 38 (DF.G3) 0 Brawi 11-11-12-UBwmi 94 

103 0-3P UAETBl GU31132 (D.6) G fldrstd 7-11-10. PUc&ly 13) 90 

104 Z512 DURHAM 58FO«£)HTtetar 4-11-8-Mltayw W 

105 IV- SODA POPftSW 11F ®,Q) J L ttarts 7-11-8 . Rkterd Gr*a - 

106 -32U CAPIAIH TANDY 13 (BF A J HI -7 ANtejrta 82 

107 25PP COSMC FORCE 116(BF.6) HOitai 11-10-11 JteSNOtar 98 

70S 0BP3 SOM 14WlA&m4-10-10---BBratoy 91 

109 4000 PEAK DSTWCT?1(pflS) IJBK9-1M MSs EJ Jones (7J 93 

110 130 LAM8S0N 21 (G) J niita 8-10-9_JMcLtapen 90 

111 3860 GLOSSY 5t (D.F.6) tes M UcCcul 8-HW— J A McCJffliy 9? 

112 0400 SD£ BAR 21 (BO) U R)M 5-10-4_0 Bataghei 98 

113PPPP CYPRUS B (DF.GJ MBS JOtele 7-10-3-LKGBRMI - 

114 WPO NUVEEK 7 O) Ms J Jordan 4-10-2_DM®* 61 

115 0066 TYNROH DOOM MJVJJX) Mrs NWta»*y 6-lO-t AS Snte 91 

116 5630 OUR HKIQ 23 P todtortj S-10-1-SBuraagh 64 

117 0F0 WYJUME 92 P HedflB B-1M-UWctanfc 99 

118 0255 WATER 0018014 (COfl K Wnqro* 5-104 JRywi 94 

119 -800 CUSSC DQflBIT 27F (D.q A Fortes 6-108 —TBey (3) 65 

120 0300 O«SS6L0l42(tf)JBnrt*YfrlM-RF«rirt 85 

121 5643 RAIWH FRHJA 9 (B) J Jetts 7-10-0-J OsOome 91 

122 4100 (aESTl*LD4ICE)4UTew(i»B4-lWl-A P McCoy 64 

123 OP-0 THE PWER OF ORE 13 (B)R Emery 6-104 _DBrtt(|W«r - 

124 8PP6 MA BELLA LUNA ID J Moan 6-1M-INMcFttnd 89 

125 0506 MEMCAH DANC&) 11FP HotensS-lM- BLet {5} 82 

11-2 Wal 16-1 CteCMn ttrdy. 7-l Owron &-1 Sdt Bar. Hoar. iO-t Ow’s 
Bov 12-1 Rtepbg Freda. Tynan boon, 14-1 Utart 

2.50 HBIRY HARDWG HEMOfllAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (£3,270: 3m) (11) 

201 01-P B4VA5XM118 QLF.E.S) 0 Brenao 11-12-0.-M Brew 94 

202 1 34P MAH0BVSWAY71 (VJ1AS) Us TUctmesSUODB 10-11-13 

GUpan 96 

203 FP-U K£ OF SPIES 14 (CDJ.&S) tea A EmtekM 14-11-8 

Mr CMeriOCi -- 

204 4313 REAL PROGRESS 95 (&&££) P HoOta 7-J1-* 

GTorroy (5) 98 

205 P&F JfttSTK) 95 (COAS)BUe»Ml 10-11-7-N Mm 85 

206 132/ MVGR7W01070 (D.S) P Utete* 1 l-H-5_ -. R Durwnody - 

207 2524 GMGSt TTBSTAN 23 (G^) 0 ftissrtl 9-11-5— fear Hates 98 

206 66-2 J9ISTER186 {fOOfSl C Mdi 13-11-2-DBrt&wSr 98 

209 44F0 RB) AMBB131 (FS l SMnreOd 9-10-9-Gee Amrytego 97 

210 5405 FMd£STREET20GFUttiO7-10-0-ATHonta ffi 

211 0PP2 URAGE DAHCS4 B (F) Ms C Can 12-10-0— I Lmn 94 
9-4 Ita pragrcs. 7-2 jnaa, 4-1 Guger Hfean. 7-1 Mrda'i Wiy. B-i 
tenstan. 12-1 fed Ant». 16-1 titrs. 


3.20 GUARDUIN NOVICES HWSLE 

(Dfcfl: £2,373:2m 110yd) (15) 

3D( f MOMMEFaR7E18(CW) A TrmO5-lt-fl- 

302 3200 DESERT CHAUB4GS116 JJrtra 5-1 )-2_ 

303 P EL CASTAHO 3D ^onry RcgeGAO fr-11-2- 

304 5F WKFBX3C14 C Item 5-H-2- 

306 051 KHiY MAC MJD5) Off Bten 5-11-2._ 

306 0 RtMFORDAMIE20Grtfttm5-11-2- 

307 42*2 SPErUEHWEAnem 10 OBmw 5-11-2 

308 00 VBITAGE CLARET 77 JGItad 6-11-2- 

309 1B» 51TBAAL 41 (BAJVni 4-11-0- 

310 D4G5 PEAHL ffS46DMdntssn6-10-11- 

311 B ABS0UrrB.VFASmE83 0 9mud4.1M- 

313 DO ALCOVE 21 B Mncw HougM* 4-1M- 

313 00 BFLAA 7B N HWsdn WM- 

314 ffift WITH JOY 150FMBaata4-lM- 

313 000 RUSA0UB2W tarty 4-1D-3--- 

2-1 HontFm.Fi Pol Epee. S-i AteeUefy Ftyre. 7-1 
B-1 KeUy Mte. 10-1 Bite. 12-1 Alcove, 16-1 teres. 


-LHsrwy 85 

— G McCail 82 
-M Dwyer - 

. ROUnwadr £ 

&Lu(5) S 
_ 0 BddgMBr 70 
' M Brennan 9B 

_PHBe S3 

. RUate Guest 91 

— AMegtee 92 

_JOswne - 

_ N Ufltamsan 63 
. MAFtagaMa - 

_D Styime - 

. Buy Irate (5) - 

1 Spate We*refl 


3.50 STEVE SMITH ECCLES MARES ONLY NOVICES 
CHASE (£3,548: 2m 4f ITOyd) (6) 

401 351P CARLteBF0RDBaiEI3(S)JNaerfren9-11-flH£tanlGtefl K 
*CZ 6441 SUPER HALT T4 (F.GS) 6 Mattel 7-t 1-6-8 POM* ffi 

403 45R1 APRL-S BABY 13 (D.S) tea C CSite 11-11-2-I irarance 94 

404 PFP COOLVAWN LADY 9 (F) Mrj H Itaatey 6-11-2—R Darts - 

«K 040P MKAROO 78 J King 9-11-2— -SFta(5) - 

408 -000 STORMY PETREL 7B P Wteqn 6-11-2-PWe - 

W Super MaA. 3-1 State W»L 4-1 Crtofrrti Beta. 5 -1 April's fitey. 6-1 
Ntereo. 25-1 CuhrereUdi. 


4.20 PAPA PLATT NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2,850:2m 110yd) (11) 

501 -421 PE6MAR)*10B©.S)MfsA)(taW12-n IDJAMdtell* HI 

502 605F FAMOUS BANCS 18 (SJJJwtas 7-11-9-... DGtaglte 80 

503 P6U4 AHXAN10 (S) G Eart^t 6-11-8-JWW 80 

504 FVF FBCHAMS1100 J Spring 9-n-2 - DBM pm»- 

505 0F32 MASTER0FT)CR0CKl6lFAS)Jkte«et.il-2TBeyP) BO 

505 P-54 SWMGn6S0N6132JWreun6-11-0-BBteon 80 

507 03F2 SCZUMEAFnUR 10MVRUesoi6-11-0—- -. RSUppla BO 

508 60P3 W6HLAK) FLAME HE) A Btaanref 6-10-11 Gee AnteBfla S3 

509 -P54 LUCMAM DREAMS) 51 Ma B Wartao 7-1M—E Byrne 92 

510 -P35 MANAMOUR27 RLeeB-10-0-- -RGrem ffl 

511 1)033 BBLLE(JOCK8DCTudB7-10-0-MGrtlB9s(7) BO 

3-r Stamg Mte. 4-1 feu« 5-1 6W» G The toe*. 6-: Tmua Dm. 
7-1 Aedean. 8-1 Sataotafl Song. «M Mte*. 


4.50 GUARDIAN NOVICES HURDLE 

<Div U: £2^73:2m IIQydl (14) 

601 4041 fiALLABDSOTFffLQfiBteewOB-ll-B-J Scpptf- (5) 83 

GIC 4153 MORE DASH THANCASH 35 (CD.G) tel M Jones 5-11-8 

G tarty SB 

603 0302 S70ACYVALLfY 10(S)JJHftd85-11-0-NWfcmsed ffi 

G04 600 DBLALTS MAESTR018 Mre D tone 7-11-2DBddffMier - 

605 6 FLSDECRESS0N72 AT«eil5-l)-2.. 5BMM - 

606 R-46 MOUGBCIOHRemHftir J--A Tory 80 

607 STAY WTTH ME 266F C Egmai 5-11-2- JOsOditb- 

608 4446 TOWSMfiT9SJtadley5-11-2.—.-.RFarUrt « 

809 A»- TRUSTWO 355 MO-11-Rftmwoqy 73 

610 53 BLAH CASTLE 14 6 BatfllTB 4-10-8 --APMeCw 77 

611 5050 OALLAI34KteNMnuMy4-KFS--ASSnWri 82 

612 06 OBHtT FIGHTER 9 D metalsBi *-iM- AlMgdte Bl 

613 0P0 UFEDANONG8NGrerte4-10-3-Cltateyn - 

6)4 P PRETTY SCARCE 23F S Shenreod 4-10-3-GUtere - 

3-1 Sen* Vatar. 7-T Mm Dreh ttareash. 9-2 GaBardW 6-1 Soy Wtm Me. 7-1 
Eta CsjHb. 10-1 DesBt Ftfiai. 14-1 Fi& De Ocam. 16-1 nOres. 


5.20 TRIPLEPfWrr DP01 RATIONAL HUNT FLAT 
RACE (£1.763:2m 110yd) 00) 

1 BMWYWU.LADCNash5-11-2--_ -RDuMOOdy - 

2 0 MG1YWWDOWS121 MBarSs 5-11-2-DSXyn* - 

3 SIMNORAKBafey 5-H-2-aOMtemssn - 

4 OASHAWAN0Bwnan5-10-11-SODomel(7) - 

5 00 PENNY JAW 4 6 Rune 6-10-11-SWtaW - 

6 7FttTSSWMR5!N£SSKCUe'txjd5-l(>-T!- Ptao/tao - 

7 UR ONLY Y01WG ONCE Mrs D Hart 5-10-11-JFUley - 

B DWRAHJoonBany4-iO-S. Ttat - 

9 0 UEUMBS 11 DCOH4-10-3 —— -FUlWffl - 

10 0 THE BEB3 42 J Parrel 4-10-3-A P McCoy - 

2-) Stem. 3-1 MeOom 9-2 ClBhMZ). 7-i Ur Orty Your Once. 8-1 tanh. 
14-1 Bury HU Lad. 16-1 others 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

HUVTHSOQN 

TrataBS K tate. 14 (inn bore 36 rumen. 369V P Hobte. 4 
tan 11.3&.4V 0 NuJrafcor, 20 tan 67,29 9%: J Soeartno. 6 tan 
25, 24.0V J Per*. 6 tan 25.24 0%. ft Lea. 3 (ram M. 214%. J 


LJ, CR.UM. J TSMUS. 61 4WII M. w*. *» rt •- ■ -«1 » 

GHtaL 17 tran 84.2Q2V Jutes ADwntom 4 «nn bun 14 
riles. 28 6V P Me. 6 tan ». J06V N WUUnwr. 11 Iran 54. 
2D4VJ femoo. 10 tan 51.19.6V A Mgnure. 2? Irani 14.19.3V 
J Ryan. 8 bun 42,19J7V R (Xnwody. 23 tan 129.1’iV 

HAMILTON MRX 

Tnbmrs M Tonaptans. 10 renws bun 41 non. 24.4%. S 
Keittetel. 5 horn 2L 23 8%. bbs M Rwrty. 31 buo 135.230V J 
B*ry. 51 bun 228. 224%, M Johntttt 25 tern Ml. 17.7V MttS L 
Penan, U Iran 124. i05ft Jooreys P Rounson. 14 wren bom 
36 teles. 389%. J Carol 1. 46 tan 199, 23.1V h taley- 41 bun 
2 03 202%. Beat McKenwr. 34 tan >47.1635, J Forsra. 12 bun 
75.160V A Martey- 9 tan 89.10.1V _ 


Fallon returns to fray 


=SA 


KJERAN FALLON returns to 
race riding ai Hamilton today 
after completing a six-month 
suspension for violence on the 
racecourse. 

The northern jockey has 
four rides and is hoping to put 
behind him memories of his 
bitter feud with fellow rider, 
Stuart Webster. 


Fallon partners Just Rory. 
Hiltons Travel Hawwam 
and Tanah Merah. all for Eric 
Alston. He received the 
lengthy sentence from the 
Jockey Club’s disciplinary 
committee for pulling Web¬ 
ster out of the saddle after tbe 
finish of a race at Beverley, in 
full view of SIS cameras. 


FULL RESULTS SERVICE 

089 1-108-168 


nr^owf thi cjff 



—iuwoj; 1245am Akwys &435J7) 
2-05 Tc-0 fAr Lx>s 18810m 


l ,955 J H3993J 8JM yrkl irtMVCl - _ 7JBan G»q Us a Clue (8181561) 7JO Trwjta^Giclfito K 1 TO 73 ) 

Mittiy OB 18J0 Qobeiraicf ( 473154 m-I 050 __MU Sons and 7J30 Rarametea (16805281 MO Etoosm, 
Bw BuM4 (1973) IS20&4112J0 Uy Friend L* D«dnrAI«7 (269^5^^ 

(2522870)9.00 The 841(2513123) 9JO A* (3612528) 9L0D ArctnO Wltasfs — 


RACING 37 


j ~~HAMiLTON PARK 


2.00 Red Simba 
2.30 Cavers Yangous 
3 00 Cool Steel 


THUNDERER 

3.30 HAWWAM (nap) 
4.00 Viffcon Venture 

4.30 Cutthroat Kid 


Our NewmaiXet Correspond 300 concer Un. 4.00 Virkon Venture. 

GUIDE TO 0*RRACECARD I 

103 'I?- tM>43£ GO0DTlUE374<CD».Fj;S)i - tlflolwMni a itoM 9-uW . BWksHI B3 

pjajcan rearere Era* m B 2 ti« Su-bgue cn-. miw v nvi ?? — ten® 


m race) Gun^ on * rn * taw rcc 


, SLJ-5?gUK. i 5liSl2 ^ r ‘ *.» 

■jm us curing. J it l«^£s F J M 16 — — nod lo soft, nelvyi Dana n Orauss. 

utitr, » - ltd H — ra» S — ErMnea «»aw. flmer c*fi »»«■ 

L — unmet O-oaerw-aia £0— ' ” 


--IU IKl'JI u—-a ... - - — 

inure fcaer t*B aiuvrance. 

Hit hnw KIMiCJDP« i n-ij 


GOING. HEAVY 


DRAW. 5F-6F, HIGH NUMBER BEST 


2.00 DUNWAN MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 

(2-Y-O. £2.721 514yd) <7 Tunned) 


JUST RORY iK\i C McPMfli E 9-0. 

RED 5NSAIJ Abj J Cert 9-0. . _ 

5ATUH3A U ASedl U JiStian 9-0 . . 

VALES ALES |.V Sme-.i R toeJtr S-0 

A3MAS.4 iM -iW Kfnjr 6-9. 

USS OFFSET (HefflJd CSi3 lUj M Jjlrswi S-9 .. .. 


nraSUi 
- - JtrtD# 

- LHttond 
N Knig ,7 1 

. . TWi u 


C l?l MSS OFFSET (Heffisd CKiUUj M 6-9.TVYi n 

7 (3| PRECIOUS GIRL i? Array* D UlOs 3 9. .. Darrai UaflSC O 

ETTrac 6-4 fta Sreea 3-1 Cjurna 5-1 UciOfca. r -1 Fitcoui Oil 13-1 Arragn ifi-i W-. 1 S 
1994 LADY PUL 6-2 J C^TMI it«J 3 te) J fiery £ rx> 


FORM FOCUS 


JUST ROSY ifoJeo Fes 23. US 10S uffUi Fix! 
W ajSkvirna. oarp ol lin!> er.ouu RED SIMBA 
(F» 22. 5.8S3cn:i Secona ta m teaiaa Cam 
£f 16 : yd tefloet SATHRISA (Aar Is 

1 3JX&1KI Hil-ttocre rr, Fijawj io murerUB 
•nw. to Ham Arreta. cam placed m Norm 


Amefro VALES ALES DA1/ 5,' HlS-OCW hy 
Duumui Fume id Fad Ea3ra. •fito ne ai 
acute 71 MBS OFFSET lltlr Jl impel 
Htf zaer Cv Rmesec ~<ran to Crcn xnpooi. 
njii®* Si wiore. rum unraad 
No seiemon 


2.30 


A.UU NEW TOTE SPRINT HANDICAP (£5,020:615yd) (H runners) 

1 lift JK»a 6 - CAVBG YA]£0U>353 (0GSl if lecvadt V Jcretsan 4 )11 □ Hn^W 97 

3 I") 3D363D AUA2 Ji iftG'iFrtora»i.ipT.iimj-j j. .. AKSaaar 2T 

3 tT| 1)02000- DENSBEI147 iCD.F. 6 lS) lUf. l Pbei ttec taffl u 9-2 .. — KPidf, 97 

4 161 0000-40 CRONXS COURAGE 3? (V.CD.F.G.S) |M Joniraci U Uagfef 9-5 J UFtmi 90 

5 r-ij 300006- SRCHWOO) 158 (3JI/.G.S1 ri tve.ni) U Do* 5-9-0 J rc-jv 90 

t n rsooo- MisswHnriMaitoi 9 riraf.asiiJ 6 jf^.'j 9 i»n 5 ?-o . j :cj &o 

7 131 EOOfrOQ HO.TONS TRAVEL 70 (C.St (U-*. t' Jurei l Ab!0R 4-8-12 . K finer. 85 

8 Hi 400-110 WIE HlOGrE LAD 36 iD.F.G) (\‘*j’e3inerni‘e Hjocci J Efl-r 5-4-<! S0VY9C3O& @ 

9 i5i 350SI& OCT 167 (BCD F.G.St i'4r. U CSdeitei Ua l Peon 9^-5 J farcer} £ 

10 'ti 506-106 BEttYHAINAH 32 (BO GSl |T FMW fl Sju nan 5-B S .. - LCunxk 64 

11 (91 203103 KAlAA 23 (B.F.GI I: SOCCdel 0 Cmpma 6-8-1 .. . . CTeaweQ 98 

BETTWG n-4 Coven Yangat 7-2 Fme Hitge La 5-1 Mi» Wnifiaigrum. fl-l ULy CW ID-1 ilW 

1994 CROWS COURAGE D-fi-li K Faton 110 - 1 ) t Alson 11 rzi 

FORM FOCUS 


CAVERS YANGOUS TUI 6 d< O' 7 h) RoMi Ute ui 
Isnlbcaoar Dowaao f 6 C now la tm) AUAZII 
and short-head 3rd ol 9 ta Wto Sara m icnbup 
a Setflmeu (MV. 51) on peruftmaie slat DENS- 
SEN 19 ( 6 Bitf Dl Ujb'uinftanitreiaiOoncas- 
iH (71. SOB). HB.TONS TRAVEL 141 9» ol 15 to 
Ponenu in tendjtap a Somreev lAW. £0 u 


Dereiltmutt son PINE RIDGE LAD dmi No Sia- 
rassta i!il n I’-rawr c&mr a Soutneil 
I AW. 70 on pemubreda SOI KALAR Ova NndiCQ 
Pnnces: 2X1 In 8 -funtre handuad ji Lmgfidd 
(AW. 51r TTutJ ro My ChenytMH £ Ftanoupfi 
yesranay |5I. oaod in 
Sdectav CAVERS YANGOUS 


3.00 SPflfNGHELD RATING RELATED MAIDEN STAKES 

(3-Y-O: £2,771:1m 65yd) (6 runners) 


1 14) 00-4 ACOjrnAL30lWMc&eSDrtJF«Jiwe9-0 .0 Hannon 96 

2 0) 043 CONCER 1 JN 30 iUise L Nani) S WAairc 9-0.-. KDarley 97 

J IS) fiODQSS- COOLSIE& 150(V)(CPacj Me:SHan 9-0- HCormaWi ® 

4 (2) €0550- HAMLTON SILK (76 (Hzydori EdMnoons Ltd) M Meagher 9-0-J Fortins 94 

5 > 6 ) 056-0 TQSHBATALK 8 (ToSiBb (UbJ Ud) B Eltaon 9-0... JC m* 87 

6 dl 844306- ACHIU. PRHCE5S 193ftatenwefeoity WKonp8-9.. Jtarate 90 

BETTMG: 6-4 AcqwBL 9-4 Cool Sttd. 3-1 Cancer IM. B-i Heaton S4k. 14-1 Orel 

1994: CURE CRUSADER 94) J Ortffl (10-ifJ Ban 9 OT 


■ FORM FOCUS 


CONCER UN ab«4 3541 3rd « 7 io feaSnds 
Docb in maiten a! Wobattsraion (AW. 1 m 100yd) 
Ml) AC0UI1TAL Ited 4th- MOL SITS. II <4 
20 to FMmid In misery ai NsMxlie (7L OOOd Id 
SW) HUUTQH SUL 10141 9b Ot 6 ® fed 


BiEtren in eueban raaen ma cone and daance 
(good) on pendtmBfe vta t TOSHIBA TALK 221 
14ft aM8 u hqusnu In tandic« a DcocasKr 
(im 21 60 yd. good). 

toKfixr. ctuTsm 


3.30 


CALDER HANDICAP (£3,850: Im 65yd) (11 runners) 


1 II) 135110- PRMCESS MAXINE 238 PJAS) (J Bayun) J J O'Neill 6-10-0. . G Partin (7) 83 

2 |2) 2501-23 MAMZQXE ANGOT 55 (CD.GS) (9 Fenml-GilKon) J Fyrr 5-9-9 - J Sadr (5) 85 

3 (7) 20450-0 HE HAPPTLOON 28 {DDJS) U BUD DenysSmfli 4-9-3...MBKtl S3 

4 (3) 010040-SARMAT1AN4U (DAIStaridn)M)teira)fldm-J Carol 88 

5 (6) 141130 ROAR ON TOUR 32 0LD.G) [lire S Mirey) Me M Hereto 6-9-0 KDarley 91 

6 111) 112514 HAWWAM 28 (D/J35) (Notei WeSfetangOenerCtaJE AKm 9-a-1? K Felon ® 

7 (4) 211112 NO SUBMESKM13 (RBF.6SI (I Hertitei 0 Oopaan 9-6-11 DexnMcKto«n 97 

8 (8) 120660- SCMABBI1D5J (S) (J lerraft S ferttefi 7-07_ JForUC 91 

9 15) OFOOOO DEPUTY TIM 13 (CaFASJftbsP BasteaijR Beaeirei 12-7-12.. LCtanote 81 

10 (10) 063354- COS’S. SONG 19B (CJF) (Dteemqre Drag) * Konp 3-7-7 - .. JMachaS 95 

11 (9) 02000- FOOLS HAVEN 121 (Mis A McCebe) B Hotaell 3-7-7-Darrai Medan 0) 75 

Long hareftap Foots Hawn 6-n 

BETTI® 7-2 Dos Di Tnar. 4-1 Vtamqm. 6-1 Itaitato AngoL No Stemsaon. 7-1 otoen. 

J9S4: D9WY 70111-8-01 damoc* (10-1) R Basanar ll on 

FORM FOCUS 

PRMCE5S MAXBE beM MAM7B1E ANGOT I eflral We term bui Harv BrronE 21 m handicap a 


ISlb beta oin 2)41 in 6-rurn« anmee jre&eys' 
handcap a) Cadde (im. had) on penufcmato 
aan J5y 1994 MAMmiE ANGOT 4Hi 3rd ol 
)0 lo DnnB in landcar a Wohatanpan (AW. 
Itn 1179yd) . SARMA T1AN abom 2)414ftoMB to 
Cazzum in imBcap N tataon Hm. soil) on 
peruttiBto taL Sep >994). fKIAR W TD(JR OB) 


etai Dus term Deal Hairy Krone 21 in Handicap a 
SouHmHI |AW. im). HAWWAM tta May* Morse 
nett in 14-runei hanficap a Satarell (AW. Imi 
HI nentenan son. NDSUMSSBN 21512nd N 
13 10 Sected ColDus ei seller a Wt*vertHm«Dr 
(AW. im 100yd) reft DEPUTY TM (81b beta oil) 
34*1 13ft. 

Sefecnr HAWWAM (lap) 


paBiUmab) tat Sep 1994). BOAR W TOUR OB) 1 Seteciar HAWWAM (lap) _ 

4.00 GLEN UNTIED STAKES (£2,847: Im 4f 17yd) (9 runners) 

1 |4) (10000- BAL«UW«224Jfa.S)/GSlrenTCta6-941-MFerfen - 

2 (B) 455-153 BAR1HJDU32 P£l(MbslWteOEW*am»M4-KDarley 94 

3 (9) 630000- FR0OLYKNEHTABJ(GJotasta)JHddbV5-9-0- DemMcttOtei - 

4 (7) 00000-9 THE PR3IER EXPSS S (CS) (H Dabm) F fftatany 5 9-0_J Fortune - 

5 (3) 115000- VIRKON VBITURE17J (CJ).(LS) (9 4uftwfe«s) M Tompkkc 7-ftO P Robbison 90 

6 (4 05100-0 MAGM) TMES 41 (D.S) |C GreeroQ M Jcbnston 4-6-12—.— DHobte 94 

7 (1) 025-000 TANAH UBtAH 39 (LMortnre Cm 8 PM Hre) E AUM 4-8-12— K Fatal @ 

8 |21 2110401 PBISUASIUE 55J (CJLS) (W McHag) Mis M flentey 64-9. SCopp(7) - 

9 ft) 5010M IUHBLE11 IC.B)TtareooMWB*«.)- Attekay - 

07 

BETTwa 11-4 Persuete. 3-1 BteHJte. 7-2 Vbtei Vetete. 5-1 Magic Time. 6-1 oerev 
1094: SWEET CIIY 9-9-0 J LOW (11-1) G Retards 3 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


BARIWOU 1*13rd ol B b> Stas h hnScm a 
SatmK (AW. rm 21 THE PRSUEfi EXPDFS 
301 21d (A 23 » AdnDes HmI ft Doncaaw ap- 
Monbcea’ hanrllcm (im 41. Qood). WKON VEN- 
TWE 19 9ft H IS io te/fmarSM a labbcmal 
Fotabn Urn 41 soO). UMK TMES 3alS ri 


9 to Princely Gail in hreteao a LmglteM lAW. im 
4f) TANAH MERAH 331 13ft ol 14 (o Sriter n 
SwOwtll hanrtab (AW. Im 3T| PSISUASNE 521 
17* ol 3) to ftlgun ft HapJock appraftas 1 
laniicap (im 61. sob) Oct im 
Sfitocdrec PERSUASIVE 


4.30 EARN HANDICAP (£3.785:1 m « 9yd) (8 runners) 

1 (7) 11000-0 CUTWftOAT KID8 (B,GDJ££) (PSand) Mn MRNetey 5-9-10-KDbrfey 86 

Z (G) 4-22 OVORAJC 50 (Bfl (R Daman) B Urtfefli 4-9-10... AMacftay 80 

3 (2} 63/1500 60LDB/ TORQUE 13 (FAS) (T and)) R Batgbnm 6-9-5-H BasUmar. (5) 90 

4 (8) 4310-11 ELWD02B(pAS)(MSteQa6 ASbartlMCaiacho7-9-1_ LQunnck 96 

5 (3) 00GAM6- EXPLORE MONDIAL 39J (G Wat*e) 1 Dyer 4-8-9-Dante Mortal (3) 88 

6 '(5) 535P00 MLNBKVE 29 (CT.£5) (A Robertreo) M JHnston 5-8-7- 0 IMbref ® 

7 (1| 00906-5 DAWN ROCK 77(G) (J Femuson) R MtAetb 4-8-6- .TWtanttM) 

8 (4) 0-04240 ZAAICYAH15J |TI» Zid lean) M HamnagnO 5-7-13.-PRoMnaw 97 

BETTING: 11-4 GKdO. 3-1 CuttnatlQd. 7-2 DwraL 7-1 GoWteTnta.8-12ahryNi. Ufegarte. IM cores. 

1904: R05MARMO 4-6-13 Dean MeXenn (lO-i) C Thonem 5 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


CUTTHROAT KB 19113ft ol 23 to AeNVas HaN 
in aopnMcos' taiftap a Dmeata (im fl, 
goaot. Dvorak i) M of ii ft Powr to mOm 
a UnoBeld (AW. im 40. GOLDEN TOROUE 191 
9ft ft 12 to Knre^pd Kid in tandnap a Yfoha- 
hnptm (AW. im II 79m). a HDD tanp&a 
double lea Royal D&en 2V5I n uaraer a 
SauBweb [AW, im GO m ZAAWYAH (3ft DSta 
off) 44K) 12*. Earla ted Bmtassa 51 m ctabner 


a SortwU (AW. 2m) Wh ZAAHEYAH (510 beta 
nfl) 8rtl 41b and DAWN ROCK a 5fc IMJlGAVt 
2017ft ri 13 to Head Turns at UngfieU lanrbcap 
(AW. 2m). DAWN ROCK 9UI 5ft ol 14 to Stalled 
ft Itated stakes a Unfirid (AW. 2m) on penoiu- 

me son. zaaneyaf) 4 M ah a 8 is ftoys) 
Cbute to waMrtBirvtoa damte (AW. im 61) w 
PMUffimaifl sort 
SfibcritBE CUTTHROAT «D 



order torteflini carbonara 

s buy £300 of travellers cheques 1 


eat tortellini carbonara 



O 


0) 


■ MV 

the 2 H-r person to person, 

XJ 

teiepnone banking service 

4J 

that will tit into your iifs 

U) 


whenever it's convenient. 

9 

M— 

S 0800 24 24 24 


:r , J -■ V c,..m:: 2 r - }iSi-'C <Z> ' 


5J»am Widside H5062) Bjfi TT» timet 
(76764) 7J0 Wflctaoe (1K72) Arm yj 
(4S7IBS) 1TD0 Scul (15141) 12 JUg4£! 


(®38^^S iSSSS 

TO* Spartan Ghdbtore (1«5) (73iS8l3p) 

CNN/QVC 

C W pran fcies Sd-hotr oeera and Qye h 
tta hasna stepping cttsnml 
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38 SPORT/RADIO 



From John 


JPKJNS. GOLF CORRESPONDENT 
! NEW ORLEANS 


AT TEN o'dcKf' yesterday 
morning the /ouds parted 
over New (Means to reveal 
the sun. It vas a watery, not 
very wari* sun. admittedly, 
but sinar3.75 indies of rain 
had feflen the day before 
anything other than more 
precipitation was welcome in 
this pan of Louisiana. 

The sun wanned the hearts 
of the organisers of the Free- 
port-McMoRan Classic who 
had been watching the wea¬ 
ther bulletins with anxiety, 
noting that the water level in 
the surrounding rivers was 
within six inches of flooding. 

The improved weather did 
not herald an immediate im¬ 
provement in Sandy Lyle's 
fortunes. At the precise mo¬ 
ment the sun appeared, when 
he was three under par and 
dose to the leaders, he snap- 
hooked his second on the long 
second and lost his bait It 
seemed to sum up his present 
fortunes. 

Lyle is competing in his 
third tournament in the US 
this year. Before yesterday he 
had yet to record a score in the 
sixties, had yet to beat the cut 
His rounds were 75-71 at Bay 
Hill two weeks ago and 79 and 
76 at the Players Champion¬ 
ship last week. 

Lyle, who has Jolande, his 
wife, and their two young 
children with him. spent two 
hours practising at English 
Turn Country Club on Tues¬ 
day. He would have done 
more of the same an Wednes¬ 
day had rain not flooded the 
putting green and dosed the 
driving range. 

Typically. Lyle began his 
opening round yesterday 
morning as if he was com¬ 
pletely on song, when all the 
signs suggested he was any¬ 
thing but It was 7.18 when he 


teed off at the 10th, with 
conditions so wet that the 
players were allowed to dean 
and place within one dub's 
length on the fairways. The 
players refer to this as "clean 
and cheat" 

Lyle birdied the short 12th 
and sank a 12-foot putt for 
another birdie on the 13th. The 
dampness in the air and under 
foot did not appear to affect 
him. He saved par with a deft 
chip and putt on the 14th. 
though he missed from four 
feet for a birdie on the 16th. 

If you had not watched Lyle 
for a couple of years you might 
wonder why he is struggling. 
His walk is as measured as 
ever. The distance he hits the 
bail remains enormous. He 
appears unflappable. His 
backswing still goes around 
his waist in what looks like a 
drunken heave. There is one 
sign of his present troubles 
though — he putts, as does 
Nick Faldo, with his left hand 
below his right 

The 18th was quintessential 
Lyle. A massive drive. 15 yards 
further than his playing part¬ 
ners. was followed by a tower¬ 
ing iron that splattered into 
the green and stopped eight 
feet from the hole. He missed 
the putt 

Two under par after nine 
holes became three under 
when he sank a put from eight 
feet on die first hole. This was 
his best run of scoring for 
weeks, months perhaps. That 
snapped hook on the 2nd 
threatened to break his 
rhythm but lie got away with 
only dropping one stroke by 
getting out of a greenside 
bunker and single putting. 

He held on well, scoring 69. 
three under par. which put 
him three strokes behind the 
leader, Kirk Triplett. 


Red tape keeps teams 
from quarter-final tie 

SIX players, who had trav¬ 
elled a total of more than 700 
miles to compete at Bridgend’s 
Ogwr Stadium, were not 
allowed to start their Welsh 
Indoor Bowls Association tri¬ 
ples quarter-final because one 
of diem turned up five minutes 
late (David Rhys Jones writes). 

Rob Jones. Robert Weale's 
middleman in a Radnorshire 
triple, left his home in Builth 
Wells in good time, but re¬ 
turned to pick up his white 
trousers and arrived ten min¬ 
utes ahead of a 6.15pm start. 

“I had no alternative but to 
disqualify the Radnorshire tri¬ 
ple," Mostyn Davies, die nat¬ 
ional competition's secretary, 
said. “It was unfortunate, 
especially considering they 
were all there and could have 
started on time, but the rule is 
quite dear." 

Some would contend that 
Jones did report “within 15 


minutes of appointed start 
time" as required by the rules, 
but his team was not prepared 
to engage in semantics. 

“We all know the rule, and 
what it means." Weale. one of 
Wales's leading skips, said. 
“We have no grouse with 
Mostyn's decision, but we 
would like the powers-that-be 
to have another look at the 
rule, because it seems to us to 
be too inflexible." 

The triple from Mach¬ 
ynlleth. some 150 miles from 
Bridgend, skipped by outdoor 
international Gwynnant Ellis, 
were prepared to play, but 
were told that the rule was not 
negotiable and were given a 
bye into the semi-finals. 

“It was more than my 
reputation was worth to waive 
the rule," Davies insisted. “If 
people had found out. it would 
have been a resignation 
matter." 


Depth Weather 

(cm) Conditions Runs to {5pm) Last 
L U Piste OfVp resort “C snow 


AUSTRIA 

Lech 

Obergurgl 

FRANCE 

Alped'Huez 


185 350 good powder good snow -1 

(Perfecf snow conditions everywhere, sun forecast) 

60 165 good varied good sun -5 

(Excellent skiing; Neder and Fostlmgel superb) 


29/3 

30/3 


30/3 


240 4M good powder good sun -11 
(Excellent powder aiding; resort quiet) 

Les Ares igo 450 good powder good sun 2 29/3 

(Excetenf snow; one ol the best days ol the season) 

Tignes 225 300 powder powder good sun 0 29/3 

(Superb conations or and oft pistes,' no queues,) 

Val d'lsdre 220 380 good powder good sun O 20/3 

(Excellent skong everywhere; avalanche danger) 

SWITZERLAND 

Arosa 140 180 good powder pood snow -4 30/3 

(Excellent new-snowconcStians; con and windy) 

C Montana 140 340 powder powder powder fine -2 30/3 

(Superb powder snow conditions; faultless) 

MOrren 145 290 good powder good fine -1 29/3 

_ (Wbnderfiri powder afl piste s in excefert condition) 

Source: Ski Club of Great Britain. L - lower slopes: U - upper; art - artificial. 










Ans w ers from page 36 
ASHER 

(b) One of the 12 sons of Jacob and r _ _ _ 

IsraeL He and his brother Gad were tfic sons of Zftpah, tilt servant of 
l«h. 

MEPHIBOSHETH 

(a) Son of Jonathan and, so, grandson of SauL He was five yens old 
when his father was kUtaL As he was bring hurried to safely, he was 
dropped and lamed for Sfe in both feet David snbseqnentfy son ght him 
ont and. forlhe kwe of his father Jonathan, endowed him with land and 
made him a permanent guest at has table. 

HAGGAI 

(8) Prophet of the late Mb century BG who lived and may have been 
bora In Babylon. He was, with Zechariah. a cheerleader for the return 
from the mate which was kd by Zerabbabd and the high priest Jeshna. 
His central concern was the rebuilding of the Temple as tbe essential 
dement in the rehabilitation of the bndites. 

MAVEN 

(c) Not in the RTWe (ebb, chx^ hot an expert or connoisseur, now 

applied to bridge as writ as fa other games, from the Hebrew mem 
understanding. _ • _ 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
i,... NxeJ*!; 2, Bxc3 QD-*-; 3, Bf2 Ra21 and While loses, as 4. Rc2 is met 
derisively ky 4,... QdI+‘. 



Modest champion lets her feet do the talking 




-. V: ■ VS' \: 



Done, the champion since 199Z was in relaxed mood in London yesterday. Photograph: Marc Aspland 

Dorre worthy of recognition 


HOW many more times must 
Katrin Dorre win the London 
Marathon women’s race be¬ 
fore receiving the recognition 
she deserves? “I do not think 
any one is more outstanding 
than any other." Liz Mo- 
Colgan said on Wednesday, 
assessing the four main con¬ 
tenders. Dome not outstand¬ 
ing? She has been champion 
for the past three years. 

Dorre. though, did not feel 
insulted. Just as she took 
gracefully the decision of the 
London Marathon publicity 
machine to put her in a press 
conference yesterday with four 
other athletes. McColgan had 
been given a stage to herself. 

Dorre is the unknown 
champion. If the elite runners 
had to queue with the masses 
to register, it is doubtful 
whether many of the 25,000 
would notice her. It is no 
different at home in Germany. 

Now in her fourteenth year 
of marathon running. Dorre's 
consistency is without ques¬ 
tion. She has won 18 of her 31 
marathons and ran her fastest 
time, 2hr 25min 15sec. in the 
most recent of these, in Berlin 
last autumn. Her previous 
best had been set in 1987 when 
she was part of the state-run 
East German elite squad. 

“I am not a machine." Dorre 
said when asked how she had 
achieved her high ratio of wins 
to losses. Her norma! mara¬ 
thon recovery process includes 
several weeks off running, 
using swimming and cycling 
to maintain fitness while 



IN ASSOCIATION WITH 

minimising the prospect of 
injury. 

She has benefited, too, from 
the birth of Katharina, her 
daughter, in 1989. “It was a 
chance for my body to regen¬ 
erate and this is very impor¬ 
tant for women," Dorre said, 
She noted that McColgan, 
Ingrid Kristiansen and Lisa 
Ondieki had all produced 
their best performances after 
childbirth. 

Had it not been for Germa¬ 
ny's unification, motherhood 
would have signalled the end 
rather than the new begin¬ 
ning. of Dorre's career .“It was 
not possible to go to the 
training camp with the family, 
and we needed the camps and 
altitude training, so I said I 
would finish with racing," 
Done said 

When the Berlin Wail came 
down, Dorre started building 
her wealth. From the London 
Marathon alone, she has 
made some £200.000. "We get 
money from races, which was 
not possible under the GDR," 
Dorre said Now, she has the 
freedom and the finance to 
prepare independently at 
altitude. 


David Powell meets the 
consistent German who 
will be striving for 
a fourth consecutive 
victory on Sunday 


She had five weeks in the 
Mexican mountains prepar¬ 
ing for London. She said that, 
given good running weather 
and a competitive race, she felt 
capable of improving her best 
time. McColgan's boast of 
being a front runner brought 
to Dorre’s mind the 1993 race 
when, coming from behind, 
she passed the Scot and 
Ondieki to win. Two years 
ago. she was also a strong 
from runner," Dorre said 
remembering McCoIgan’s 
pre-race comments then. 

When Kristiansen set a 
women’s world best of 2hr 
21min 06sec in London in I9S5. 
Dorre was unable to race her 
because East Germany had 
entered her for the World Cup. 
Dorre, after five successive 
wins, would have been the 
opposition which Kristiansen, 
who won by seven minutes, 
lacked. 

“The federation decided 
where we had to race," Dorre 
said rueing the lost opportu¬ 
nity of raring alongside the 
men. London now starts its 
elite women 30 minutes before 
the men. for the benefit of 
television and spectators. The 


advantage of being towed 
along by the men, which 
Kristiansen enjoyed is no 
longer at the women's dispos¬ 
al. To get a fast time, it is 
better to run together," Dorre 
said 

Dorre rarely runs well in 
championships, but is success¬ 
ful in commerical races. Her 
championship medal count 
amounts to one world bronze 
and one Olympic bronze. 
Money’ talks, presumably? 
She dismissed the suggestion. 

She explained that she tends 
to run poorly in hot weather 
because she is unable to drink 
sufficient fluid to take advan- 


Only in The Times next 
week: the complete list 
of London Marathon 
finishers 


tage of her high body fat ratio 
in the closing stages of the 
race. She said that her champ¬ 
ionship medals, and her Euro¬ 
pean Cup win in Rome in 1985. 
had been won after eariy- 
moming starts, whereas her 
failures had been recorded in 
oppressive conditions. Lon¬ 
don’s 9ara start on a spring 
day is perfect for Dorre. 

McColgan’s declaration 
that the race is “open” is not 
likely to worry Dorre. Perhaps 
we should listen more to that 
wily judge, the bookmaker. 
The odds yesterday were 
Dorre at 5-2 on. And 
McColgan? 10-1. 


Ins and outs of ratings game 


I n the beginning was the 
cricketing statistic and 
tbe statistic was flawed 
and the people said there 
must be a better way. Verity, 
they said: Look at the Eng¬ 
land batting averages and 
behold that in the Test series 
of 1981 the list was beaded by 
a bowler a wicketkeeper was 
in second place and yet other 
non-batsmen finished in high 
places, for they had scratched 
runs and carried their bats, 
which figures multiplied to 

give impressive averages, 
though their aggregates were 
but miserly. 

And there was one Dexter 
by the name of Edward who 
said: This is not good and 
they said unto him: Lord, how 
do we make it better? And he 
said, there is a way. And he 
did sell that way. And it 
became the Defoine ratings 
in 1986 and they were cast in 
stone in 1987 and used on 
television in 1988. 

When Deloitte begat Coo¬ 
per, who begat Lybrand. who 
killed off Deloitte, the ratin gs 
went forth and multiplied, 
and today they are accepted 
by many and used as a basis 
for argument by others. And 
so it came to pass that on 
Wednesday there was a meet¬ 
ing of the Pharisees and the 
scribes and the accountants’ 
public relations man said 
unto the assembled people: 
Behold, here are the ratings 
for the year 1995 ... and 
Adams is first, as is written in 
the good book. Jimmy Adams 
from the land of tbe yam and 
the papaya and. whisper It 
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only, the weed also. And 
when he touched a button 
and the bowlers’ ratings ap¬ 
peared. on tbe canvas that 

was stretched beneath tbe 
Getting, there was a wailing 
and a wringing of hands, for 
there was none among the 
first page of that list who did 
hail from the United 
Kingdom. 

We are cursed, said the 
people, and the Lord was seen 
to smile, for he had spent Ah 
years in search of men of 
talent until the elders met in 
conclave and said: Go forth, 
thou art not worth an Illy. 

In the Thoughts of 
Trueman. which is a book of 
the Apocrypha, but is yet a 
book, the man of Yorit speaks 
of the Lord and says: “He did 
carry his bat well, did nowt 
with it; but carried it welL" 
And now we did see the 
Cooper Lybrand rating for 
that time and the Lord's name 
appeared above all other men 
and we did put our tends 
together, for here was root 

As we are about to embrace 


the methodology of ratings, it 
is necessary to do so in the 
voriacular, for the science of 
algorithm befitted) not the 
language of the King James 
version. 

Each cricketer’s perfor¬ 
mance is assessed on the 
basis of one thousand points 
signifying not-out centuries 
against the strongest opposi¬ 
tion. or bowling economically 
to dismiss batsmen of the 
highest callibre. Ratings algo¬ 
rithm is a way of adjusting 
performance in the light of 
the occasion rather than by 
use of simple statistics. 

For instance, Graham 
Gooch's 333 against India in 
1990 is scaled down because it 
was made against relatively 
weak bawling in a high- 
scoring match. His 154 not 
out against West Indies the 
following year was upgraded 
to 320... the computer derid¬ 
ing it was his best ever 
innings. 

Anil Rumble's eight for 113 
against South Africa was 
marginally adjusted, his 
eight victims being consid¬ 
ered slightly weaker than the 
average, and the match scores 
were low. 

We come now to how these 
ratings are achieved. Suppose 
Robin Smith made 50 runs 
against the West Indies 
bowlers, of whom Ambrose 
was rated 2L Winston Benja¬ 
min 22, Walsh 3a Cummins 
33 and Hooper 40. The 
strength factor of attack is 
calculated according to the 
strength of the bowlers and 
how many overs they bowled: 


the average bowling strength 
of 31 is now adjusted to the 
equation of 20 x21 (Ambrose’s 
20 overs) phis 25 x 22 (Benja¬ 
min), plus ten overs by each of 
the other three; the total 
divided by 75 (the number of 
overs) gives you 26.6, which is 
16 per cent less than tbe 
average — 31. As a conse¬ 
quence. you count Smith's 
half-century as 58. 

Had Ambrose thrown a 
tantrum. Benjamin pulled an 
Achilles tendon and the bowl¬ 
ing been shared tty tbe less 
highly rated men. Smith’s 
score would have been down¬ 
graded to 35. 

W hen it comes to tak¬ 
ing wickets, bowl¬ 
ing Gooch counts 
the same as dismissing 
Tufneii 13 times. To put it 
another way, if you want to 
advance up the order, bowl¬ 
ing Tuffers is something of a 
waste of time. 

Before you say, “I see, what 
a good idea ..which it is, 
these matters are not nearly 
as simple as they sound. 
There is the decay factor to be 
taken into account And the 
match factor, both in relative 
and damped form. 

When your television 
screen announces that the 
man coming in is No 23 in the 
world ratings, it means that 
his adjusted average, bearing 
in mind the many criteria that 
Cooper Lybrand assessment 
is heir to, is bettered by only 
22 current Test players, of 
whom toere are under 200. 
Praise the Lord. 


Shopping at its 
most bizarre 

Friday Feature The Voice of tbe MalL Radio 3.10.45pm. 

If you believe your local shopping mall offers toe worst of all passable 

“LVSjJs to mind is Asia's SUk Road. 

try to persuade Davies that the mail evolved from Mgw» *sg 
teaai^Hwwer. the Canadian mall ts 

m Minnesota where they 

Low and throw in an Elvis Presley impersonator, uutswft a 
boutique offers something called bridegroom mewing gum. 


hear how the 


Diary of a Composition. Radio 3.9.45pm. 

1 advised you last Monday that you would event 
composer Simon Bain bridge, working towards as 
deadline on his opus Ad Ora Incerta, would lave — 
knocked out of him. It happens tonight 
his audio diary. With minimal warning, Bngitte Fassbaenoer wis 
him she cannot undertake the pivotal mezzo soprano role. Angry and . 
hurt. Bainbridge casts his nets mto other waters. It is nuw JmsuarynX 
and the work is scheduled for its premiere on March 29. Does it end 
happily? i.igo*n to his diary, then stay tuned to Radio 3 tor wqbt 

follows at 10.05pm. Peter DaraBe 


A 


RADIO 1 


FM Stereo- 4.00am Bruno Brookes 230 
Stew WHght 9j00 Simon Mayo 1200 
Ltea f Anson, Inducting at 12-30- 
12.45pm Newsboat 240pm Nicky 
Campbell 4-00 COve Warren, including 
at 530245 Newsbeal 7M Pets 
Tong's Essential Selection 1030 John 
Bad: Music from the Holy Ghost 1J 
The D=M Rap Show with Westwood 


RADIO 2 


FU Stereo. 630am Marten Kstner 6.15 
Pause Rx Thought 7.30 Sarah Kamedy 
9.15 Pause tor Thou^tt 930 Ken Bruce 
11.30 Trevor McDonald 230pm Gloria 
Hurmiford 340 Ed Stewart 5-05 John 
Durvi 7M Band Beaters: Peflfcoaf 
Lane, chaired by Anona Winn 730 
Katie's Eurovision Memories &00 A 
Song for Europe (with B8C1) 940 
Treasure Island: Read by John Netties 
110/10) 9.15 Listen to the Band 10.15 
Mavra Nicholson with the Radio 2 Arts 
Pro g r a m m e, from St David's Hafi frr 
CartfiH 12X5ani Ogby Fainraatar 14)0 
Charles Move 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


5-00am Morning Reports 6-00 The 
Breakfast Progra mm e 835 The 
ane. wdh Diana Madfl 124)0 ' 
with Mair, including at 1234pm 
Moneycheck 205 Ruacoe on Rub 4L30 
Nationwide TOO News Extra, including 
at TOO sport 705 Peridnson an Sport 
236 Off Piste 905 Now the Good News 

10- 06 Stop Press 1005 Rnanctai Week 

11 - QQ Night Extra, including at 1145 
The Financial World Tonight 1205am 
After Hours 205 Up AI Night 


WORLD SERVICE 


AI times in BST. 430m BBC Sntfttt 

445 Fimhmagazm 500 NewsdeskUff ' -- 
Oft the Shaft The FaBen Curtain 600 
Mornenmagazln 800 Europe Today 
700 News 7.15 The World Today TOO 
Meriden BOO World News 215 Off the 
Sheft The fafon Curtat)830Fasting idr - 
God 900 World News 210 Words c« 
Faith 215 Music Review 1000 Wortd 
News 1005 World Business Report 
1215 Global Concerns 1030 Onfha 
Move 1045 Spade Roundup 11O0 
News Summary 1101 Focus on Faith- 
11.30 BBC English 11.45". 
Mlnagsmagazin 12.00 Newsdeah. 
1230pm Meriden 100 World Nows ■ 
1.10 Words ot Faith 1.15 Fasting tot 
God 1A6 Sports Roundup 202 
Newshour 300 World News 306 
Outlook 330 Off the Shelf: 77m F&Am 
Curtain 3AS Global Concerns 400 
World News 4.16 BSC EngSsh 430 
Heuts Aktuel 500 News 5.15 BBC 
Engfish 600 World News and Business 
Report 6.15 Tha Wortd Today 630 
HBUIB AMueft 700 Nawsdash 730 
Faswg lor God 800 World News 805 
Outlook 830 Europe Today 200 World 
News 210 Words of Faith 215 The 
World Today 230 Science in Action 
1000 Newehour 1100 World News 
1105 World Business Report 11.15 
People and Foiflcs TI.45 Sport 


CLASSIC FM 


BOOom Nek Baflay 200 Henry KaBy 
1200 Susanndi Simons 20ppm. 
UocMme Concetto 300 Jamie Crick 
600 Classic Reports 700 Classic 
Vtodtet 800 Evening Conceit Music by 
Haydn 1000 Mchael Msppin lOOanr 


n 


TALK RADIO 

[ RobertBoa* 


VJROIM 1 

200am Mstwtee Dee and Carol 

vinulii | 


McGWenlOLOO Scott ChJshofrnlOOpm 
Anna Raeburn 300 Tommy Boyd 700 
Samanfra Maah and Sean Bdgar 1200 
Caesar the Geezer 100am WDd AI Kafy 


tLOOam Russ WJono 260 Richard 
SMnnsr 124)0 Gkaham Dene l-QO|Jiu 
Wendy Uoyd TOO Pmi Coy» 1100' 
Nek Abbot 2O0am Howard I 


RADIO 3 


630am Open U u twars fly : Maths 
— Solving Inequafbes 

635 Weather , 

7.00 On Air. Including Lodge 
(Suite in F, Consort of Power 
Parts); Saint-Safins (Caprice 
in A fes, Wedding Cate); 
Mozart (Symphony No 14 in 
A); Boss) (Scherzo to G 
minor, Op 49 No 2); Pirt 
(Festina lente); bert 
(Oiwertissemenfl 
200 Composer of the Week: 

Pierre Boulez at 70 
9-45 Musical Encounters, with 
Chris Wtoes. IndurSng Wdton 
(Set me as a seal upon thine 
heart); Mozart (FUte Quartet 
in A. K298); 10.16 After of 
the Week; Dinu Upattf, piano; 
Chopin (A selection of 
waltzes); 10JSO Britten (The 
Evening Primrose: Bated of 
Green Broom. Flower Songs); 
Tippett (The Windhover The 
Source); Beethoven (llano 
Trio inf). Op 70 No 1. Ghost); 
11-33 BcngnarnTThe Past to a 
Strange Land); Orff (So 
brechte Petrus) 

1230 Voices: A recital by Paul 
Whelan, baritone, with JuBus 
Drake, piano (ri 
1.00pm StDavIcfsHafl 

Lunc h ti m e Recital: Martin 
Jones, piaio, plays 
Tchaikovsky, arr Pabst 


LOO Minina the Archive: Roving. 
Musical Ambassador. The 
second at a six-part satas to ; 
which Lyndon Jenkiro tale to 
people utoo knew the-.- - - 
conductor Sr Mafcofrn 
Sargent Induing Sargent 
conducting the ESC - 
■ Symphony Ontoestra 
430 HR* of the Fortes: MP .. . 
Julian Critchlsy considers the 
1948 hit song, 77w Things We 
DtiLastSummer 
4-30 Mu*fc of the Stir Road: 

Sera Nutta*presents an : . 

improvisation tor the ptfc a •• 
lute whose strings were. 
originally made of silk 
200 The Music Machine: Musioal 
We in Nottingham 
215.1n Tune, presented by 
Andrew Green, hduefing 
Chopin (Schera in B mina# 
6.15 Borocfei (Potovteran; 
Dances. Prince Igof): Franck ; 
Motin Sonata to A) 

730 Salome FGchard Strauss's ' 
one^act opera performed Ive 
from the Royal Opera House 
In Covent GardenLWBh 
Cflthertrje Maffiano, soprano. 
Bryn Terfel, baritone, the 
Orchestra of the Royal Opera 
House, Covent Garden, mder 
Christoph von Dohndnyl 
245 Dtaiy of a ComposMon: See 



1 16. Six 

> Op 1^): Tchaitaoveky, 
ar Rachmaninov (Cracfle 
); Tchaikovsky, arr Pabst 
, The Sleeping Beauty) 
200 Schools: The Song Tree: 
Music Course 1 — The 
Vanishing Hole 215 Together 
Stories 230 Dance Waifehop 
250 Poetry Comer 


1205 Ad Ora Incerta: Four 

Orchestral Songs fromPsimo 
Levi Simon BaWxidoe's new 
-TristhTO 
. mezzo, and the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra 
10.45 Friday Feature: The Vote* 
oftfwUaH. See Choice 

1130-1230am Midnight 02 
Suzanne Cheetham.j ' 
t a selection of r 
Hobbs 


RADIO 4 


535am Shipping Forecast 630 
News Briefing, Ind 203 
Weether 6.1( 

635 Prayer far the Day i 
Today. Ind 630, 730. 730, 
200. 830 News 255, 735 
weather 735. 225 Sport 
7.45 Thought for the Day 
240 Yesterday to Parfemert 
258 weather 

9.00 News 835 Desert Mtand 

Uses: Sue Lawley’s 
castaway is the actress Zo6 
Wanamaker (r) 

9.45 AH FM Down: Mi&ha Glenrty 
presents a four-part series on 
post-CoJd War Europe 
1030-1030 News; The Home 
Front (FM only): The second 
of seven reconstructions of 
Britain during the Second 

Wortd War 

1200 An Act of Worship fl.w only) 
1215 Something Understood (LW 

only): Shan Thy Work Decay. 

A new spi'jaJ anthology 
1030 Woman's Hour, introduced 
from Manchester by Sheila 
McCtennon. Serial The Best 
of Friends 

1130 The Natural History 

Programme, presented by 
Joanna Ptonock 

1200 News; You and Youre, with 
Daira Brehar 

1225pm The Food Programme, 
pre^r tedbyDer^ Cooper 

1,00 The Wortd at One 
130 The Archers (r) 1J55 
Shipping Forecast 
200 News; ctaasie Serial: Ben 
Hur. Second of a four-pat 

dramatisation by Cathertoe 

Czerkawska of Lew WaBace'a 

epic tale. Judah Ben Hur 
returns from the gafleys in 
search of ftsmomsrand 

etslor. With Jarrrio Gtcwr (t) 


330 News; The Aflamoan SHft 

«0 NMB4J0S Kaleidoscope: 

Tm Marlow reviews an 
exhibition & Liverpool's 
Bjuecoat GaHety; and looks 
the latest offerings from foe 
P^wjoneha^hs in Bristol 
4^45 Short Story: Hownlng far 
tortto. by Ftoys Devtes-Ttead- 

5.00 PM 5-50 Storing F n n qrft qf 
635Vtealhw ^ • 

200 News 630 Going Pfaeoe 

730 Pick of the Week 
205 Any Questions? From 

B®hacpmbe. Devon, with 
£Bd£r Asram, mp, leader 
a# the Liberal Democrats; . 
Genista executive 


w IWHHARU 

ideate: Sir George Young, 
MP. Finance Secretary to the 

Mooter, MP, Shadow' 


250 Spotting as 8n! 

LaurieTartortries . 

nlrraelf o ff as a fitness expert 

9,15 L 5S5L fc 2 m Amert ca by 

Fwture: Bernard Kops trf® 

-I 

1(WS Guff. Paul 

11 ’ 00 A Mf&cal 

iwgaasssriaa''- 

12*3 As Wbrld SenS^pJW 
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Endangered species and missed de 



A thick shell can be useful 
protection sometimes, just 
so Jong as it doesn't slow 
you down- °n die night that 
brought us Carlton's effective Ani¬ 
mal Detectives about the doomed 
turtles who morosely lumber 
. down the beaches of Sri Lanka, 
pvo other programmes highlight¬ 
ed the human equivalent. Abso¬ 
lutely Fabulous returned to BBC 1. 
with" Jennifer Saunders continuing 
co sive the performance of her Ufe 
as'Edina, a soft, fleshy fashion 
victim staggering on high heels 
under the burden of voluntary 
enslavement to feng-shui. toning 
rabies and belly-button rings; 
while Channel 4’s Whose News? 
season reached Nicolas Kent's The 
Tabloid, in which Martin Dunn, 
doleful doughboy British Editor of 
The New York Daily News . with¬ 
stood perpetual attacks by simply 
turning his impenetrable back, 
and assuming a blank, turtle-like 
expression of Great Age. 


Last night's Animal Detectives 
({TV) was a good story, told in a 
grown-up fashion. Chaps from the 
Environmental Investigation 
Agency visited Sri Lanka and the 
Maldives to trace the illegal trade 
in turtle shells (they gave us to 
understand that whereas several 
million baby turtles formerly scur¬ 
ried down the beach at full moon, 
wheeling their flippers like clock¬ 
work lath-toys, you’d now be 
lucky to find one or two). Working 
undercover with hidden cameras, 
Dave and .Allan visited shops, fact¬ 
ories and even the slaughter hou¬ 
ses, compiling their case. At every 
stage they asked “Is it against the 
law. all this?" and were reassured. 
“No. no! No problem!" 

How these chaps restrain them¬ 
selves from standing up and yell¬ 
ing. “You're all under arrest, you 
bastards!" beats me completely. 
Perhaps they have acquired a pro¬ 
tective shell of their own. Mean¬ 
while the turtles are dragged out of 


the sea and brought to shore, 
where the shells are removed with 
long knives, rather as you might 
run a knife round a freshly-baked 
cake in a tin. The turtles are still 
alive and suffering when this is 
done, incidentally, so the cake 
analogy is only approximate. For¬ 
merly, the most ghastly image as¬ 
sociated with turtles was from Ten¬ 
nessee Williams's Suddenly Last 
Summer—the babies racing to the 
sea “to escape the flesh eating 
birds that made the sky almost as 
black as the beach!" But that 
particular massacre seems quite 
wholesome, by comparison. 

I n Absolutely Fabulous 
(BBC I), an operation equally 
radical and bloody would be 
necessary to turn Edina and Patsy 
into human beings. Let's hope it 
never happens. The third (and fin¬ 
al) series got off to a hilarious start, 
with a self-indulgent day-trip to 
New York — Saunders tottering 
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down Fifth Avenue. Joanna Lum- 
ley in snakes kin trouser suit slink¬ 
ing alongside — offset against the 
pendant Saffy (Julia Sawalha) 
waiting at home in a big. ugly 
sweatshirt for her mother to wish 
her happy birthday. 

The kitchen, which burnt down 
at the end of the last series, was fi¬ 
nally redecorated by the exasperat¬ 
ed Saffy. in a suburban style that 
had screw-you resentment written 


all over it “1 thought you liked 
some of the ideas in the Conran 
Prompted (when she 
could soli be bothered). “But that’s 
depressing in itself, isn’t it, dar¬ 
ling?” pouted Edina. “Why is it no 
matter what you Ye doing, whatev¬ 
er you want, there’s alwavs a Ter¬ 
ence bloody buggering'Conran 
book about it?" Patsy joined in. 
though without moving her upper 
lip. "A piece of muslin and a terra¬ 
cotta tile." she sneered, “and sud¬ 
denly it’s Tuscany." The last word 
was spat out contemptuously, as 
she later spat out a bent cigarette. 

How does Saunders keep it up? 
“Why cant you have floppy hair 
like other teenagers?' Edina yells 
at Saffy. Chucking her new despot¬ 
ic personal organiser out of the 
kitchen window with a ritualistic 
“Give me back my life!" she 
immediately scans magazines for a 
new one. “And don’t think you're 
so clever.” she warns Mother (June 
Whitfield). “I've started Repressed 


False Memory therapy; I'll get 
something on you yet. Oh yes. you 
in a wood in a hood. It’s all coming 
back to me." 

T he best story in The Tabloid 
(Channel 4} was not in the 
pages of The New York 
Daily News: it was told offhanded¬ 
ly by a young, hard-bitten Cher- 
lookalike female columnist as she 
drove back across town at Spm, 
Diet Coke clutched to the wheel, 
knowing she didn't have a story. “1 
used up my quota of missed dead¬ 
lines in my first six months here," 
she said. “I h3d a six-pound 
tumour cut out and after that I 
w'eni a bit wild drinking all night 
and smoking four packs of ciga¬ 
rettes a day. I think I overdid it” 
Local passions run high about 
The New York Daily News (there is 
usually a picket outside), but other¬ 
wise its operation seemed much 
like any other newspaper; ie. no 
Superman in sight. The personnel 




IwMart the usual callous ne\vs- 
dailvwallowing [hu ni: ' >u ’ * 

porter ca\ m ^ l [ l " U! ’ l ! , ‘* , ‘. iru[ - 
ted'malav\(whai ebed strut 
^riywe P \hi> mobile, amd 
his intervie\v\usi ration w e 
child murderer\n accomplice 

unusable. FtinrffVJ out 
feel sorry for him. V 11 couldn't 
And back in the ne . 
whole operation waiiefiO m -. ^ 
at their computers, ft? atin S 
Onassis to die. One reif&~^ e 
how George V was given th5*; r . s 
extra dose, to nudge him flK*; 
advance of The Times front-pal 
deadline (nobody wanted his deaud 
announced in "the lesser organs of' 1 
the afternoon”). With consummate 
metropolitan style, Jackie teased 
the Daily News until 10pm. dying 
too late for the country editions, 
but just in time for the special 16- 
page pullout filled with pics. 



&0Oam Business Breakfast (30986) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (95602054) 

9.05 Kilroy isi i5753325) 

in oo News; Regional News and Weather; Weather 
iOeta-1 17143306) 10.05 EastEnders — The 
Early Days in (Ceefax) (8155509) 

10.35 Good Morning with Anne and Nick Family 
magazine (si (“490073) 

12.00 News (Ceetert. regional news and weather 
I I906764i 12.05pm Pebble Mill with Gloria 
HUnniford is) (7772677) 12.55 Regional News and 
weather (15305783) 

1.00 One O’clock News and Weather |Ceefa<) 
1)9344) 1.30 Neighbours. Debbie arid Michael 
look io their figures. (S) iCeefari |770592S7| 

1.50 Crown Prosecutor (r) Is) iCeeiax) (35219764) 
p on Holiday. Jin Qando is in the Bahamas. Carol Smillie 
Iravefs to Corfu, (r) fs) (Ceefax) (74000325) 

2J5Q The Flying Doctors: Dead Reckoning (rj (s) 
(Ceefax/ M197560) 

3.35 Cartoon (2498290) 3.45Bltsa (2418054) (Si 
4.00 Jacks no ry: The Twitches on Horrfday 
Continuing Roy Apps's story (4724325) 
4.10 Rugrats is) (6442219} 4.25 The Borrowers 

(0 (s) (Ceeiax) (9569035) 435 Newsround 
(2165324) 

5.05 Blue Peter is) (Ceeiaxi (6542899) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (s) (Ceefax) (551870) 

6.00 Six O’ Clock News and Weather (Ceefaj) (685) 
6.30 Regional news magazines (615) Wales 
Wales Today (615) 

7.00 Wipeout Answers and questions with Paul Daniels 
(%) (Ceeiar) (2580) 

7.30 Tomorrow’s World. Science aref innovation (s) 
(Ceefax) (899) 

8.00 A Song for Europe 1995. A chance la select 
Britan's entry for 1995. (s) (Ceefax) (4035) 

9.00 Nine O’Clock News; Regional News; Weather 

(Ceefax) (1073) 

9.30 French and Saunders Go to the Movies. A 

compilation of cinema spoofs from the comedy 
team, (si (Ceefax) (313967) Northern Ireland. 
Anderson on the Bo>: (99073) 10.30 A Song tor 
Europe 1995 — Results (447832) 10.50 French and 
Saunders Go to the Movies (970561) 11.30-1 1 Sam 
FILM. Saturday Night Fever (319967) 

10.10 A Song for Europe 1995 — Results Terry Wogan 
returns the results of the earlier phone-in vote is) 
(Ceefax) (413528) 



Travolta and Gomey hot it up (10.30pm) 

10.30 FILM: Saturday Night Fever (1977). High-energy 
Seventies disco film slamng John Travolta and 
Karen Lynn Gomey Directed by John Badham 
(Ceefax) (68708621) Wales Paper Dragon (24141) 
11.00 FILM Saturday Night Fever 1700035) 12.45 
FILM Vamp (160246) 2.15 News Headlines, 
Weather (7491438) 

12.15am FILM; Vamp (1986) Three college sludents 
looking for a stripper stumble upon a mysterious 
exotic dance venue Stamnq Grace Jones (Ceefaxi 
(161975) 1.45 Weather (8175826) 


VARIATIONS 


6.20 Open University 

8.00 Breakfast News. (Ceefax and signing) (6032967) 

8.15 Germany 1925-32 (b/w) (4199122) 

8^0 Quantum: Ancient Whispers The first of a three- 
part documentary on the “big bang" theory (r) 
(3600986) 8J50 A Week to Remember (bfw) 
(6606219) 

9.00 Daytime on Two. Educational programmes. Plus, 
for children 10.00-10.25 Paydays (8166615) 1.45 
Come Outside (25638783) 2.00 Johnson and 
Friends (87474580) 

2.15 FILM: Face to Face (1990) starring Elizabeth 
Montgomery. Robert Foxworth and Ronald Lacey A 
drama set in Africa about the conflict between an 
eminent palaeontologist and no-nonsense British 
mining expert. Directed by Lou Antonio (Ceefax) (s) 
(946832). Includes, at 3.00, News and weather 
3.50 News (Ceefax) and weather (8320493) 

4.00 Today’s the Day. Recent history quiz (s) (528) 

4.30 Ready, Steady, Cook (s) (412) 

5.00 Esther. A discussion on weddings fs) (1306) 

5.30 All in the Mind. Lateral thinking quiz fs) (764) 

6.00 Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons (r). (Ceefax) 

(917306) 

6.25 The Champkms. Vintage adventure senes (r) 
(Ceefax) (465431) 7.15 The O-Zone (s) (667431) 

7.30 Top Gear Motorsport. (Ceefax) (s) (141) 

84)0 The Photo Show (Ceefax) (s) (9870) 

8 JO Gardeners’ World tCeefax)-Is) (5677) 

9.00 Steptoe and Son (b/w) (r). (Ceefax) (9615) 



9-30 


10.10 


Anderson and Earth First's Ingleby (9.30pm) 

Our Man in...the Tlmberlands. 

(Ceefax) (s) (311509) 

The Car’s the Stan The *59 Cadillac 
(r). (Ceefax) (s) (404870) 

10.30 Newsnjght. (Ceefax) (637344) 

11.15 Fantasy Football League |s) (252986). Wales: 
Welsh Lobby (252986) 11.45 Fantasy Football 
League (251257) 1215am Duckman (1306623) 
12.40 The Artist Formerly Known as Prince 
(3686178) 1 05am-2.40 Film: Build My Gallows High 
(401333) 11.45 Duckman (s) (618509) 

12 . 10 am The Artist Formerly Known as Prince. 

Veronica Webb talks to the singer who was once 
known as Prince (1383772) 1230 Weather 
(3656178) 

12.35 FILM: Build My Gallows High (1947. b/w) starring 
Robert Mrtchum. A classic, moody thriller a tout a 
former private detective who owes a mobster a 
favour. Directed by Jacques Tourneur. (Ceefax) 
(890197) Ends at 2.15 


VMaoPhre-*- and th» Vfctoo PtoCodes _ 

The iwws 'wi io each tv twogwnnw fcnng we VMM PWXXX 
numbers wtuch alt™, vou to crc-yamme y*»* '’® c ' nswey wf, 

aWoeoPXjB»"tunos«.V'<i9tjPsn-C8nD9usea«MitTMsi»i>Bo T®*> 
the Vdeo HusCoee fci me pras-arena yw vrcti <o mart Fo mere 
dams MO VowRius CO 'X39 1*1204 | cafe cost -Karan cheap ra*. 
40p(mlnat(»herbrT>as)on«T»0'oV*ce«Pte* AconexLM 5tv«yH<xse. 
PMstm Whar! Lcrown SW11 JIN VxteopLs-* Cl Puscode I') vt) 
V-aeoProyanmer sob mxJcmw*® or Gemnar Ocvdogmer* LM. 



The sleek lines of the ’59 Cadillac (BBC2,10.10pm) 

The Car’s The Star *59 Cadillac 
BBC2. 10.10pm 

Weighing two ions, 20 feet long and six feet wide, the 
1959 Cadillac was a monstrous affirmation of United 
States wealth and arrogance. Some called it the 
American Rolls-Royce, though Rolls would never have 
stooped to the vulgarity of those huge tail fins and 
lashings of chrome. By the straitened 1970s. when the 
oil crisis demanded smaller, less thirsty cars, the 
Cadillac was ridiculed as an anachronism. Today it is 
back in favour, eagerly sought by collectors willing to 
pay silly prices. In another hugely enjoyable piece of 
motoring nostalgia, Quentin Willson charts the 
genesis of the car, talks to enthusiasts and anchors its 
rise, fall and resurrection in the changing social 
history of the nation in which it was oonceived. 

Our Man In... Hie Timberlands 

BBC2.930pm 

“The tree is the problem. I’m here to get to the root of 
it." quips Clive Anderson as he makes for Eugene, 
Oregon, the self-proclaimed timber capital of the 
world. The trouble is. he cannot see the wood for the 
forests. But stick around, the jokes get better. 
Anderson’s mission is to report on a classic 
confrontation. On die one hand are the loggers, who 
depend on timber for a living. On the other 
environmentalists are campaigning to save the trees, 
not to mention the northern spotted owl. Anderson 
mentions it a lot. usually to squeeze out a few more 
gags. Perhaps surprisingly, the eco-iobbvists come out 
badly, being portrayed by Anderson as barmy, guitar- 
pfaying hippies and a bit nasty with it. 

BaadasssTV 
Channel 4. 11.05pm 

The late hour is appropriate for a tour of black popular 
culture, first seen as a pifotduring the Channel 4 Black 
Christmas season and now promoted to a series. 
Rapper lce-T is joined by Andrea Oliver to present a 
show that is billed as “funny, irreverent and sexy", 
which is Channel +-speak for do not let it near the 
easily shocked. As a taste of what to expect, one of 
tonight's items concerns the search for a pom star of 
the 1970s called Long Dong. He has recently become 
famous in the United Stares after sensational claims 
about his manhood were made in a court case. Also 
included are a profile of the rap entrepreneur Charles 
Stenler and a studio performance from the teenage rap 
and reggae prodigy. Vicious. 

Ruth Rendeil Mysteries: Vanity Dies Hard 

77V. 9.00pm 

The quality of Ruth Rendell's dark tales is that they are 
so densely structured that even when nothing very 
much appears to be happening on the surface, the sub¬ 
text is brimming with pointers. Vanin Dies Hard is 
ostensibly about the disappearance of a woman who 
has been acting strangely. But this is no conventional 
detective story, rather a subtle exploration of love and 
jealousy through the interplay of up to a dozen 
expertly-drawn characters. In episode two the new 
marriage of wealthy Alice (Eleanor David) to her 
younger husband (Mark Frankel) is under strain as 
she pursues the missing Nesta to Brighton. Peter Egan 
and Leslie Phillips also shine in an intelligent and 
satisfying entertainment. Peter Waymark 


CARLTON LWT 


6.00am GMTV (7104561) 

9.25 Chain Letters with Ted Robbins (3549493) 935 
London Today (Tetetexi) and weather (8143764) 

10.00 The Time... the Place presented by John 
Stapleton is) (7278344) 

10.35 This Morning presented by Judy Finmgan and 
Richard Ktedetey (26835615) 12.20pm London 
Today (Teletext) and weather (1902948) 

12.30 fTN Lunchtime News (Teletext) and weather 
(2474431) 

12.55 Coronation Street (r). fTetetexlj (2459122) 1.25 
Home and Away (Teletext) (57373238) 

1.55 The Chrystal Rose Show. A studio discussion on 
breast cancer is) (35236431) 2.25 A Country 
Practice Harry and Kale visit Jules in Sydney (&) 
(74003412) 

2-50 High Road Sneddon finds a surprising ally. 
(Teletext) (7521986) 3.20 ITN News headlines 
(6350325) 3.25 London Today (Teletext) and 
weather (6359696) 

3.30 Rosie and Jim (s) (2415967) 3.45 Wanner 
Brothers Cartoons (2403122) 4.00 Zzzap! crj (s) 
(8446035) 4.15 Tiny Toon Adventures (6764122) 
4.40 The Geeks (Teletext) is) (9305509) 

5.10 After 5 with Caron Keating (Teletext) (6536238) 

5.40 ITN Earty Evening News (Teletext) and weather 
(520035) 

6.00 Home and Away (rj (Teletext) 1812752) 

6.25 London Tonight (Telelexf) (701870) 



Bruce Forsyth with Hie contestants (7.00pm) 

7.00 Bruce Forsyth's Play Your Cards Right The 

comedian hosts the gameshow where prizes are 
won or tost on the turn of a card (Teletext) fs) (4948) 
7.30 Coronation Street Ken finally reaches the end of 
his tether with Denise, delete j) (967) 

8.00 The Bill: Lost and Found. Lcnaon has to tackle a 
violent renl boy (Teletext) (3696) 

8 JO The Upper Hand. Romantic comedy starring Joe 
McGann and Diane Weston. (Teletext) (s) (5431) 
9.001 f ururip I The Ruth Rendeil Mysteries: Vanity 
Dies Hard (Teletext) (s) (9967) 

10.00 News at Ten (Teletext) and weather (92031) 

10.30 FILM: The Great American Sex Scandal (1989) 
starring Bronson Pinchot and Heather Locklear. The 
lives of 12 average Americans are irrevocably 
changed when they are selected as jurors on an 
embezzlement case that turns into a sensational -sex 
scandal. Directed by MichaeJ Schultz (53598290) 

12.20am London Tonight (Teletext) (4516081.1 
12 JO One to One. Gary Davies talks to former Soft Cell 
front man Marc Almond i7135178) 

1.05 The James Whale Show (s) 13418587) 

2.05 The Chart Show (s) (6130826) 

3.00 Noisy Mothers Rod-: and heavy meiaJ music 
magazine (?) (9558062) 

3.55 Cinema, Cinema. Cinema is) (8741284) 

4.30 The New Music featuring The Barenal-ed Ladies.. 
Alice Cooper and Borrowed Tunes, a tribute lo Neil 
Young (50265) 

5.30 ITN Morning News (39791) Ends at 6.00 


CHANNEL 4 


6-35am Spiff and Hercules (2479702) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast (43257) 

9.00 You Bet Your Ufe ir) (s) (27238) 

9.30 Schools Eureka 1 (5976306) 9.45 Stop Look Listen 
(5964561) 10.00 Fourways Farm (7155696) 10.10 
Maths Everywhere (1293412? 1025 EuioMds 
(1298967) 10.40 Oft Limits (8031829) 11.05 
Schools at Work (6201702) 11.11 Time lor Maths 
(6853783) 11-22 Stage One 16840219) 11.40 Time 
Capsule (4464967) 

12.00The Secret Ufe of...The Weird Processor 

(r) (30702) 

12.30pm Sesame Street (8303?) 

1.30 The Magic Roundabout (r). followed by The 
Wombles. Paddington. The Clangers arid 
Terryloon's classic Clobber’s Ballet Ache (555091 

2.00 Waterways. Dick Warner continues his journey 
from Dublin to Limerick (n (Teletext) (6455883) 
2.35 FILM: Cartton-Browne of The F. O. (1959. b/w). 
Sabncal comedy with Terry-Thomas as a 
monumentally inept Foreign Office diplomat With 
Peter Sellers. Ian Bannen and Raymond Hunlley. 
(Teletext) (40533580) 

4.15 Countdown (si (Teletert) (4350162) 

5.00 Whose News? Deadline (rl (s) (Teletext) (5054) 

5.30 Undercover Britain: Hell on Wheels (r) (Teletext) 
(8321 

6.00 Blossom: Your New Planet Blossom makes a 
videotape lor Tony and Shelly's unborn baby (s) 
(Teletext) (883) 

6.30 Happy Days: Great Expectations. Fun with The 
Fonz (r). (325) 

7.00 Channel 4 News and Weather (Teletext | (644306) 
7.50 You Don't Know Me But ... A celebnty receives 
an unsolicited message (sj (604122) 

6.00 Gardens Without Borders: Italy. Alan Mason 
visits Ken Akers and compares gardening styles in 
England and Cicogna. Italy (s) (Teletext) (1238) 
830 Brookskte Who is pregnant? (s) (Teletext) (3073) 
9.00 Ellen: Ellen's New Friend Ellen keeps ’company 
with an annoying acquaintance to wangle an 
important invitation (s) (Teletext) (4783) 

9.30 Rising Damp. Boarding house comedy (ri 
(Teletext) (69702) 

10.00 Roseanne. Roseanne exploits David's romantic 
interest in a waitress (s) (Teletext) (31431) 

IQ JO The Jack Dee Show (r) is) (Teletext) (987851) 



Rapper lce-T and Andrea Oliver (11.05pm) 


11.05 purjv'cJ Baadasss TV 

, s) ,7546,5) 


11-35 Beavis and Butt-Head. Juvenile delinquents have 
fun. is) (343783) 

12.05am FILM: Always (1985) slamng and directed by 
Henry Jagfom. Comedy about a couple, soon to be 
drvorced. who spend a cathartic weekend with two 
other couples (830555) 

2.00 FILM: Tell Me Ues (1968) Collage ot anti-Vietnam 
songs, reconstruction and acted episodes in black 
and white and colour Directed by Peter Brook. Ends 
at 4.05 122235820) 


ANGUA 

As London except 9-S5am-10-00 Anglia 
News I8I43TC-S1 1220pm-1220 Anglia 
News (t9Q29J6i 1 j 55 The Young Dewars 
( 77047*121 2-20220 Murder. She Won? 
|4MEC!'5i 3-254L30 Anglo Hews <8309081 
5.10-5.40 Shofflaid Sosa (45362301 625- 
7.00 Anglia Weaiher followed by Angi.a 
Nww 1701870 ; 10.30 Angia News (390431) 
1040 Love C-d Live (79344121 1145 
Bodies of Ewcfcflre t&4fi)22J 1240am Tho 
Hidden Room 1 7833655, 1.10 Tho Mow. 
Music. 1486A0 ^i 2.10 The James Whale 
Shew 1613773V) 3.OS NorSV Mothers 
(6344159) 4.05 The Album Shw* ( 720 X 81 ) 
5-00 Cnema, Csicma. Cinema (87975i 

CENTRAL 

As London except: 9 -&S- 10.00 Coniiai 
News 18143764 | lJL 20 pm- 12 J 0 teniral 
News and Wealher (19029481 1.55 A 
Country Piact'C* (770474 121 230 Wish iou 
W ere Here ^ (74095433) 2JO-120 
175219061 3.25-3.30 Cenlrjl Nev-jj 
( 63596961 5.10-5 40 Eye TV 16536238) e_2S- 
1JOO Oararai News and weather 7701870, 
10J0 Certr-al News end Wefflher 1:004311 
1040 Central.Weekend ( 9074108112 . 10 am 
Magnum 16 ! 125051 *-25 Joblindei 
(47351301 520 Asian Eye (75568601 

GRANADA 

As London except: &5SHOXM} Grauaa 
News (81*3784) 1220pm-12J0 'irarvkja 
News (19029*81 12J3S-125 Shortaiw 

Sneer J24S9122) 125 Home en.3 A.vay 
1070761*1) t^OOr Omrn MerhcmeWorrun 
I£14 75431 ) 2-50-320 Wi«Jl YOU Wen; Here ' 
(7521SB6) 3J5OJ0 Grarvxto N-Aws 
(63596961 5.1045.40 H#qn R.>ad ies»23e. 
B25 Grenade Tonighi ( 175500) 8.50 hiei- 
OH (7657701 7J00-7M Bruce Fore/tt-ir: Pia-r 
Your Cards Rigre USaSi BJ0-94J0 The 
Upper Hand 15431) 10JJO Nevus ai Ten 
Weekend Weaiher incKUn 1020 Granada 
News (390431) 10.40 Trolling OH [0 
Wembley [1B3122) 11.10 Enter The Dragon 
<4604121 1.05am The James Whale Slow 
(3418587) 2-05 The Chan Srow [6i3tKC'6) 
SlOO Morey Mol here (9556062) 325 Cinema 
rwna. enema (874I28J) 4J0 The New 
UuSC I5i3265i 

HtVWEST 

" london except 925-1020 HIV Wes) 
rrJM Zi (81437641 1220 pnv 1220 HTV 
119029481 1J9 »9ad 

•TrS-jan 2-25-320 Murdar. She Wro! C 
325-320 mv west h«*«b 
5.10-540 A CounlfV Praa.CO 
620-7.00 HTV Mews i^Kir *020 
tflS 3 *gn Hea0hnes , ^ Wwl her 0*M3 11 
HlY JTS*rv 2000 r535l60&4) 1225reri The 


HTV WALES 

As HTV WEST except: 32S-320 HTV 

Wales News (£3536961 620-720 Wales 
Tornghl 1783i 1020-1040 HTV Wales Nff*S 
and weaiher i3£043i| 

MERIDIAN 

As London except: 1.55 A Courvy Prad -ce 
I770J7412I 220-220 Heirloom (74095493) 
5.10-5.40 Home ard Avray (6536238) 620- 
7.00 Metnittn Tonajhs (66615) 1020 Merd- 
ian News and Vnurhei >38178311045 Srraer 
Legtf (361r>C) n.40 Ptroenoc (M9S5H 
1225am The Huieten R.xm (7134449) 1.10 
T>ie New Micr>: r.4888028) 2.10 The James 
Whale Shjw ( 61 37733> 3.05 No«sv Mothers 
160441591 425 The Show (7260081) 
520 Fiiwscieen ieTr-TSi 

WESTCOUNTRY 

As London except 135 Murder. She Wrote 

(6*74702) 225-320 A Country Pracuce 
(74379871 325220 WasununTry News. 
Weaiher i6359r»6i 5.15540 Home am 
Awav io53C338) 6.00-720 WeScourtry LNe 
(66615; 10X0 Bmt Heaven (48908829) 
1225am Disaster CrvorscMs (4085848; 

YORKSHIRE 

As Lmrdon except: 125 A Country Prad-oe 
<770474121 2202.10 Murder. She wore 
(342Wi 5.10-5.40 Home and Away 
(6536238) 525 'Zetertiv (816*TO) 6-30- 
720 On 'four Mai L s (783) 1040 Talcs Irotn 
a Hard City i9074ic$> 12 . 10 am Women *) 
fioct 13867438, 1.10 The James Whrfa 
Sh>v (486150281 2.10 The BU E (6137739) 
3.05 Tho B*ja[ iV£7333| 420 SWI 
*40 C r .7ns»Or« [379»69»3I 
5.15 ProMb l612^106i 

S4C 

Starts: 7.00 The Breadasl (43257| 920 
tnu Bc-i yj - -■’T-no, a.ao 

l'S9'Ji«n VTtQQ | 

’ ' O' 


.. Lile '(27238) 920 

, - <4620541 1220 pm The 

O' .-ft? Won} Processor 88 
13^92-. i2jo s iu Meirmn. M*i 

1.00 V-jmo Sneer (44493) 200 
^ 'ear (Part 3 (Jj 1 
l 325 Trangle (3*21538) 2« 
4.15 Saved By 
'>*=.30 Tears heffr i979I41i 
4.45 S Pyrrc, . 5 1378*121 S.15 

£ ftjnra »» <64634121 620 Newvdcwn « 

N.7W-, IS«M44l k IK ■ -- 


J, . -< f 'iwlad Tan cans r 1 

?f° (30731 920 Rre» 

Uewsd 045 BOT 3 BChday 

0621X1 10.00 BrccAirtQ [ 3 ,£31 ' TOJO 
Trt- Jk* r>^ Sk, w (98785 U 1125 
i7 S46i5) 112BB»*^?&fL 
**'*}**. 1225am AftWl™ 

22 s Ton ^ ieeiBcei 


SATELLITE 


SKY ONE 


620am OJ (59783) 8.00 Power Rangers 
(71073) 820 3)«MJU5lers (78344) 920 
Cpran W-nfrer .86035) 1020 C.yncerwi'wn 
[10509) 1030 Card Shart-s I50580) 11.00 
Safly Jessy Rachael ‘3S306) 1220 The 
Urban Peasam |4183C'> 1220pm Anything 
Bui Lc.-e 190696) 1.00 Si Elsewhere (68651) 
ZOO Trzx Whos 0^38) 320 
WMrev 16665615) 320 DJ Kal 1912205*) 
420 Parser Ranrjers (59*8) 5.00 S<ar Tie*. 
c$77< 6.00 Uurphy &»cwr> (91*1) 620 
FarnO, Tea (26031 720 Rescue iB3£>6) 7.30 
M*A-S*H 166771 aoo The Ancrew Newicrn 
Hypnotic Erponenc-? 1705*) 820 topcere 
I6S61) 9-00 Waiter. Teres ftam^r V«h 
Chudr ftants (33870) 10.00 Star Tie) 
(48257) 1 T OO Care «nh Oi«-d 

Leflcrrnan '8SG34*' 1120 Lnuejcrn 

(534073) 12.40am Chanc-is iW738681120 
WKPP .n Oncnnai' [766881 220-0.00 H! 
Ma Lor-7 Fla-/ (20*9686) 


SKY NEWS 


News on me hour 

5.00am Smao 113862191 920 '.Vend- 
wde Report 1619661 1020 ABC Ncr.ivne 
,506&6i 120pm CSS New: I24'367| 220 
Farfumert Due f37l80i 320 Tins wee* m 
the Leeds 1889915.00 LpH a Fr.« (6322^051 
6.05 Rchara Liitltthn '22503*4) 720 
0 J Simrscn Trji ,710512211220am CBS 
New (26913) 120 Target (65623' 220 
Fail jmert Replay (25130' 320Tte Wed n 
(he Lcnls '379751 420 CBS News 193517i 
520420 -6C tinn l»37ii 


SKY MOVIES 


820am Showcase ,18362I?I 1020 Trua 
Stories '.13561 .34412) 1220 Age ot 
Treason 1)3931 ne*.4n 220 pm Dream 
Chaser* 'US?) iI3f-59l 420 BoomfiaM 
■ 19E3' 1&4654290) 520 SMpMds I199U 
, 1 l4.:.7-:i;i 7.40 US Top Ton I9S34M1B20 
Raising Cain H9S7i in4706&£, 925 This 
Soy's Ufa ,:?X3> <8*6CS5( 1120 Street 
Knight (1992) (221238- 105am Student 
BocSos I190-- . 13224*9| 220 Tha Last ot 
HIS Tribe 119321 <19807.4.00420 Romp¬ 
er S tumpe r 1 19-Ui (46265) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

620pm The Lenety Han H957. ii5V~i 
820 The Immortal Story ,1969* (16696, 

920 Frankenstein Created Woman < 1 966; 
■307K' 1030-12.00 To the Deril a 
Daughter,'orei.x-rBTJi 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

620am Lucy Gallant ii3S5i '42*92, 820 
Cat City I9f T. :?7322l 1020 HuBny on 
tM Buses 1 "-731 ,.K054l TZOO My Friend 


Waller |t£r<2i H 57831 220pm Gulnevore 
(1993) C0851)*20 Cat City (1967) A',8am 
(3851 1 820 Duck Soup 11933' (<4064.720 
The Movie Show (25151820 The Mommy 
Maricat (1393) Q29T580) 925 national 
Lampoon's Loaded Weapon 1 ii»ji 
£ 24172325) 1120 Dangerous Touch 

11993) («0»I) 12.45am Birds In Para- 
disan ii993> ( 81 03062) 2.10 The Gambler 
1 1975' 1601772' 420-520 Daughters ot 
Satan 11972) .44007, 

• Far more (Bm (nfecmatlon, seo the 
Vision supplement, published Saturday 

SKY SPORTS _ 

720am Soccer N«: i4:Wj c .i 7.15 VMf 
"?n Zw £789c’iSi 8.15 S.rr'er New. 
•2?187f4) 820 TmrswrvU Si.<oq f92K7) 
920 4C-IUK& 04 Style 1.1-351) 10.00 
CepeKO LCC* — ln»mahc»vv Motorjpjfl 
>:-461$i 1220 Atrot*" Oi $h*s I3560D 
1220pm NBA Ba;) eiha'i |9C5 1 1) 220 Andy 
Gra,-: 3ooir»n K-TCJ) 320 Wcrid -5l 
Rj-T&v Uw 13783) 420 ATP Terms 
l.t>^one !82SOl 420 Tnur.-noiU ZfK<r. 
(33696.1520 Avu Imjs i.'yyono i&354) 
8.00 '-VWtnfl (3399Q 720 The B-7 

Learn*. Lire i2T62i9i 920 L.'cnd Soo:.^ 

Unun. .^42£7, 1120 WrO-etvJ 
1382301 T 220 am Lrajue -9C9131 220 - 

320 Bomp i5*iSi 

SKY SPORTS 2 _ 

8.00am r.ta- Cl* 143944.11) 820 NBA Arson 
i*2‘57$ll 720 i. 0 Krrw):rpvil Footto* ?<»•■ 
4.ul Lr.e I9S35137i 920 Hnxd; Bcemn on 
:>iSCoL'ATr, n.oo‘ -3wmcit-- v.i>ij 
Sjcr. '*7774 jr 1 1120-1220 Furs- 

•V- '49i»rj9, 

EUROSPORT _ 

7.30am Ttn-x. a.00 E'X'-jhm 

.914 Ci 820 G.-rmaM^; .Wr&Ji 1020 
C' 3 m;r<| If** Cl 11.00 F»-iiKd 1 't.jJlj' 

I. 00pm MgId'T Mrmrmx i39W0> 2.00 

r.r.rr-.r-i i^3TSr a DO £uir.l,,n 0.30 

■V.w-r-a 188764) 520 M-xc ^ywi: Cin.. 
520 L-|.° Ewolrvair-in («IWi 620 Hews 
-4-.:5< 7.00 VioO*.< (two. 820 Lr.-> 
Esjertr.sriisrr, (t,7iOW 10.00 yvieabmj 
•.75141, 1120 iVk 1120 

Vy-»cwj.nn 137^—, 12 . 00 - 1 220am Ne« 

IW-j 

SKY SOAP _ 

8 . 00 am ish cc.«7T1 ) 8.30 Peyton pi jc-.- 
•sTIiHrsI. 9.00 A;, ih* iVonJ Tums 
•A5:sCS>?i 10.00 Giad.nu Ushl (9^30677) 

II . 00 - 12.00 tnotw wwic r»ij 3 Mii 

SKY TRAVEL _ 

12.00 Gn.'.B-.'roner I473ir>48i 1220pm 
wewmjftcx Hama (iv&rrtr, 1.00 Trav l; 



Moreau In The Immortal Story 
(Sky Movies Gold 8.00pm) 


■r. Eiffoc: r'KS*^:) 120 0‘+ Kak-m 
• 19MT7312.00 Tne<>ca1 E'-SJf:(75IC«j9f.r 
220 Las Vpi sas (44837CC) 3.00 Am-n.^m 
V.xnKn |4;r>t9f.7) 4.00 ti.r-'l Cu»>: 
Rc-miow 1*37405*1 420 Zoa Lit-.- '437fc:«) 
5.00 T)». GrciJT Eo-lpp (75019*8) 5208.00 
Cor* talon 1435090) 

TLC _ 

9.D0am The >*• n| Pnailirq (T5U 7*>1| 9.30 
r J»*.W 'V>OKS (STIl-Wl 10.00 
Ho-X); (2550738) 10.30 Grty 
)i8l)J4ij 1120 Liloc In' Livm-a 147I260.H 
12.00 Lxaan.no 'c B-. Miini i2h31*j2w, 
1220pm &»i>: Thou- i57jt>.A»:-l 1.00 
IA MuJerit |8) 11702) 120 Thu J -y c* 

P.nniitv) IS73J9C71 220 Pai-yxs ToUre-i 
12-513257) 220 Drtxwiinn Ps»cnc.n.gy 
l I669Q3SI 3.00 House STylC |26S»27 l- 4| 3.30- 
4.00 ArlOTP IlftrlW) 

UK GOLD _ 

7.00am Gr.O Us -1 Ou" (8181561; 7.30 
HwjhbOvXr l*l'X*96l 820 Sorr. .mrl 
DaaOhiers QUO*** 820 E-1il&id"ir. 
(C5C2870) 920 Th,? Brii (351?L’3) 920 ad 


iL ie.Direr. UuJ and Smjil (5S323&7) 1020 
Cndiv iHOaDDI 1120 Li.irm lot Gold 
(34126C i) 12.00 Sons .jrr 1 Ovufies 
CS33W5I 1220pm ffcrjhbores (573505*1 
120 EmlEndeiv 13180832] 1.30 The B* 
(57343251 2.00 Mv Nanw r: h.dt» Wore. 
13515615) 220 Tnarvpe n«i4Vp 3.00 
l 1*317257) 420 Dallas 

(58623-121 5.00 Oca»9 '-ir &.Dd 19^*531)01 
525 CiT 198360141) SJSO Hi CK. Hi 
(J49>;i5i 820 EaLlEoiein |it«b7ij2i 7.00 
Mxeconree .aid Wise (9J82KL 1 ) 820 The 
Ddwdon Waich <2695851 1 820 F.j.i, 

|2ol49t).;i 920 Osixr&v 193113*4) 10.00 
Thr- bn (2534615) 1020 Muim. W 
16683561) 1120 Top .3* if*: Pops 14859651) 
1225am Dr Who Interne- i2ltt»79l 1225 
FILM The Getlinq ol WttlMii 119771 
(892*5.161 235 Shoptmf .11 7*1 tit 

THE CHILDREN’S CHANNEL 

6.00am St-jjrtK jlr >-H (-at 75036) 625 
0.rrlr*l ,y»ij Fra-n.1.171*2509172S Ee*- in. 
rial ii'i 1 j.'JiTiji 725 CMjr.vsr Jurex H.nh 
IC3341&2I 825 Super* Marry Bn..il>.n: 

<40821rv.| 8^45 r.’-Uper J*] Firwt 

II298KW3I 9.00 Savor (8429 7j 

10.00 IT: Droii>x- 1n>? l6178.il 12.00 

Gartieid and Fnw.di i* r C57i 1220 pm E-4- 
iho C-d <52035) 1.00 Bwmtv Hfc, T-.'.-n; 
IZV&JI 120 Super M.-mo Brottv-rs 
I03)7?i2-;i 1.45 Qopvy Folh?'. |6)l6708<.ii 

220 a»w.v .nr Fomct. r.THJj 2 JO a.cj- 
r>iW) 3.00 C-isp: - araj FnooK 1131134*) 
XI 5 Bi ll .uk) TuO'5 E..r. Ji n! Alw.iniur.-r. 
(1215290) 3.45 ‘.<nc llr.. Hv4<X-hI>1.68*561 1 
4.16 Head io m 30 (191791,71 4.30- 
S20C*l.,nLi Di-.mii", |9l.72l 

NICKELODEON 

720am M-rJ-.Un.-- 1 iJ^vir"?) 7.15 R..-;. 

We ’ n.T.ra.v;... iTlirjjsi 7^5 Fl.jor.ilr 

i7iKry>6) 8.15 Dxin iml'.c-i 8.45 
r*:kal-V9- i«J 7I3J4| 9.00 tlu> Jr i-j-.rOLOCi 
1X00Whvr,. 1 nr. E.lrtlt.. 7.>nr. n r. ni • 

I.T-RTOi 1220pm Thn )Aip[.-i 3hr-* 1235'J 11 
1 M <822 J 81 1.30 H»ih 

(lto».| 2.00 Cteprnmk^ < IW 61 220 H.i, 
r, .• C-il PWfif'l 3.00 ijinnirr. i.’U-rji 3.30 
W 1 « hl' .‘n H.Klti r. (jil'an S,Ki 
4.00 dud-' Oral “*f i.’l 420 Hoimj 
520 I.li|r:.i I r .%'tf)i 520 
6.00 CV.M 1 I W,| 620-7.00 Aj- Vnu Air."*J 

■ i( <!>■ (LrC'i'Uli 


'732M 

(♦>•■>; i 


Mk Ut4ii.lS.- -■>?.l?9:-j- 10.00 

Filin'- Oo-rj .252125~ 1 1020 'led S:ec. 

12518677, 11.00 F, ■: r VS,-- 
T 1.30-1220 Tin.- -. -P(.ir«;e i;-y-JI2S, 

BRAVO _ 

1X00 FHJ.1 Hkk ■je-.n E: ' 1 : >t 119481 
1296792o- XOOpm Th-: * . 0 ,i25.W4>3, 
3.00 Rat Patrol i.. , '. u y2V„ 320 • 

H-jr—1 1 - 4.00 fill: ; \ r->j. 

IlftSOl ij'S-Wy 6.00 t ) :,JT. ;r..,nj-.r.,/; 

s**'-* ■ I — i~?Xm 620 Til... 

<18-. 8615! 7.30 9.it>- -V L : .;i—rt94-. 

8.00 Tno -■.■■^lgere 1 :?, g.gg ^ h .. 

T.vihrjhl Con-: M ic'ri-i 920 FILM 
in«vi :-i Crr **>:>Jt .S'*y«6 10.00-1X00 
FILM 3ira.-yi: on T-u t.'yr.'. j . ro ,7 -. 

R.ia Tuehiraanorr, 

UK LIVING _ 

6.00am !*>ji tr.Y/y'*, 7.00 l. j,’ ' 

(870705*1 8.00 rt.-.r-. 

820 U-vi .>o? 11 v-O'j. g. M s ", 
an -1 -iaod .rM=Wi 920 -, rb - i,'' 

i7n"4iL2i 10.05 riev. ir.-, 

1020 Th.? iuejn i-.- . ,c .r.w-,; 

11.00 Fh 1 f“ .TT ' .in 2 ’ \mf. -Il/.r- 

i?bi45QStt 12.00 - I S;,* •*£ 

1X35pm h.-.-r. ■:.? a,;? . - 6 - 7 , {jjg 

r 187DJ IJL'I XOO A-:-.-. Hr. j,, -:iia7rj". 
3.00 Li.ii-i -1 3.45 >• ir,~ 

&***■■'* -6K8r<.“7i 4 .Dq Inn: 'A:n Ur' 
<5VI!»I. 420 5.00 

M-,].)■ 11 .ir>'.ir. - 2 o ..- 1 < 5 J 5 fh.. 
H-v. Mr irvl .M. . Sh- -7jj.;- ^ j 6.05 Th« 
''■ii -" ln Powier ~tf)0 ln'a'u h 

non .97.106;,. 7.00 I.- -n- . >*.>:*. 8.00 
Ir*. .r,.jr.T ii., • . 'Je:.'l2. 9.00 

r)L).| r-. i.11 i>—...;; - r . ; .Jfi 

Wdj.-.n -...a,;:,- *.,J .7fv~ 

1MW.7-T-. 10.50 •Z-i-.-i f a-i -3.K-.JUr 
«»2l1jM. 11.00 m- ar... R.r, : 
1120-12*10 In; r,;a- -r. f ,: i-3 

FAMILY CHANNEL 


5.00pm C-.C 1-7 1 


'T 5.30 


DISCOVERY 


420pm E.nm rr- mu'. r|,*AV.I5i 420 ir-ir 
-.4 llh? •.*** < lU'WWJ) 5.00 Bi-riph, 
11 .-Itr, 1,5.55 Or*.- m H. 1*0-3-24 if, 

625 LW«i.[ 9»l ,*007‘*«* 720 A 
lMw4r- .jin in in rfwi. LS-.-nl (?fi1?0731 
7.30 -’.a 1 B-OOC^k -tiu'. 

C-. ad nr t|w-.? UWW3! 8.30 Rhrfv? bniul.i 
: ; 9 00 VjreJ-jji - .. VAuM — 


A.irnr*. 6.JQ . _ 

|AI 7 >i->t| 625 *11 -,‘ ino 'JO J.'LVfj. 7.00 
Tn.iai r'lji-jui -12H 720 V, T.vo jK; 
( 7 j>i, b.oo p-iv.'i-y h-A-j ■ ■ 9.00 

rA.«-rtj7-i,rv; frCj, 10.00 

Cil.-hr.hr a-;. • JWi) 1020 •:■= *22 ■-')-). 
17.00 LOu CtP"< • 9756c. 7X00 R7».c:j 
If-'IOJ; lajfjpn R*l er-'iili-r J^i -?ieC3. 
1.00 O.u -,7 f KW 1 : 9449 - 1.30 In.- 3 ; 
Fuioui ( 5 S <9 XOO V--» 7 ,-,v.r -3 
3.00 Lo-j 'i** 4.00 -r2T.“.:. 

420-5.0Q/O E»«li-.r Ja-c 


520 c/ -SS&.Zi 620 Tr.j i>.-vt 

,7*37/1 7.00 A i-hr;-: i'. 1 ':. 1 ' B.OO '.‘J irm 

(.tyrtKi 1120,1974;-. ixoo .i\ r 


hr 1 '- .73526! 1.00pm Wlem-aon Mu (88509) 
3.00 ~-2 am Zag Show i6Kr 1 320 Hc-pon 
illIC-XSi 3.45 Cinemwic 16176106) AOO 
*!**« 1 19297-31?) 4.15 i horn 1 (19193251 
420 Dai wr.‘ (15801 5.00 Muse fioo-aop 
■.28980, 720 fe>«aKx; Hm i2.il80) 820 
Mr-a Wjn:«* (5834-’, 920 Bo.+ny and Bolt- 
H-.-ad -7425’) 10.00 Ropon (46i2R0i 10.15 
Crtrniarc -4990731 1020 rtewi (1128151 
10.45 2 trom t ii<;i>57ri| 11.00 Pbir, 
'L2973i 1 .00am '?-:■■*! (J07 1 0i XOO Tlw Gnnd 
■4'>yO) 220-5.00 k'ldeias 

VH-1 _ 

7.00am CreivUno tnsn ih^ WiecFjge 
I9CS3528) 9.00 Calo VH -1 <8££4C?»ji 1X00 
The Endgc (7119306) 120pm Ten ol Uw 
. Ber-r .'J9TO4I’) 220 Hoar and Sou! 
• iJOJSJW 320 Inro me Muok; H713J911 
; 620 Pirn* Cut!) <19346!I* 720 For 'rou 
' !52565:ei B.OO S-:ul i5331946i 920 Ter ol 
tf»? iS3444i2i 1020 J.jnaihan Ross 
Prewrr; ,473*0^, 1020 OW Oie/ VAniJle 
J <474.37831 1120 Aicund and Around 
(9X33764) 1X00 The Mttt, (96838751 
2.00am Ten ol :ne Best id 131 All 320-7.00 
Da-.-*-. =>a!t-y 

CMT EUROPE _ 

Caun-r. r-^.LS.; ; r -m Sam to 7pm. mclming 
5-00 9a:-jrda-; Mi» Dance Ranch 6.00- 
720 B-n 7 ^-qt 

ZEE TV _ 

620am Pyrsun Dawn iE:76856l 1 7.00 
*si an ‘.tor- a-.; t e-M37C:38l B.30 BuvyMJ 
1 • S3• fei *.< g.oo on-nan, FILM ( 6447*7831 
12.00 r- jna , ). 00 pn> Hmd, 

tiacra.-.a :-iti 4.00 Da^hr * 347013 * 4 ) 
5.00 Hj.-i Jr,? T'T-'j ijr:-“f.19* 520 TVA 
■"'7 -u- I7e94*e99, 6.00 Saa: Pne*e 
6.30 'Ml Se; Go <7HCC'576J| 
7.00 t.Ul.t n.>„e •V4P5333S) 7.05 Cabaan 
ha ,9€3u76*-.J, 720 reii Ham 
- -C.ir? l^- 1 ' * 7 hC 25 « 8 » XOO ftows 

• OT72e>fi 820 '>0(. ra-.VVi ISC75?jh6) 
920 rin-1, c iL! , l3 7;ie31>5l 1X00 A^jTl 
M..T" 15 ■174,-,'yOi. 1.30am iaoN and 
i-Pund ■_ iL-Jiioi 

CARTOON NETWORK/TNT 

Conltnuous cartoons Irom Sam 10 7pm, 
then TNT 10 ms os below. 

720pm Tho Good Earth 119371111 1264 T7) 
10.00 Key Witness . 1(^*580661) 
'i*. .*»ene Lupin. Dotactiwa 11937 . 

120am Herculo5, Sanson 
Md UlyssesX2S-520 
Tho spartan Gladiator* i)9eSii73l98l5t'i 
CNN/OVC _ 

CNN provides 24-hour news and QVC h 
the hgma shopping channel 


VjSjC> 
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CRICKET 35 

WARNE HOPES TO 
PUT WEST INDIES , 
INTO A SPIN / 


/ 


SPORT 


FRIDAY MARCH 311995 


Porn Wworld heavyweight champion confirms return to ring 

Kjflg to promote Tyson’s cause 


BOXIf 


By Sen 


PONDENT 


MIKflF~ N is to cany on 
baqjT god ca ny on woridng 
promoter. Don King. 
asking his first public com¬ 
ments since being released 
front _ prison last Saturday 
after serving three years for 
ripe, the former world heavy- 
weight champion said yester¬ 
day in Cleveland that he 
wanted to .be associated with 
th e “big gest and the best” and 
therefore King was his man. 
He said that his managers 
would be John Home and 
Rory Holloway. 

Wearing a blade suit, Tyson 
gave the press conference tie 
kind of treatment he reserved 
for some of his opponents. The 
conference lasted only 76 sec¬ 
onds, not much longer than 
some of his quicker knockouts. 

Tyson said: “In the last three 
years I have had the chance to 
reflect on my life as well as 
develop my mind and l will 
continue my journey to make 
myself a better person so I can 
help others. But I am here 
today to make a statement 
about my profession. 

There’s been a lot of specu¬ 
lation about my plans and 
here they are. I will fight again 
and I want to confirm John 
Home and Rory Holloway as 
my managers. I also will 
confirm that Don King will 
continue to promote my fights. 
Don is the greatest promoter 
in the world, as we know, and 
I have chosen Showtime to be 
my television network. I have 
enjoyed my relationship with 
them both as a boxer and 
booting commentator. 

"I have dedded also to fight 
at the new MGM Grand to 
associate myself with the big¬ 
gest and die best and I look 
toward to working with them 
and seing you. May Allah 
bless you." 

Then, without giving the 
press a chance to ask him 
questions. Tyson turned and 
walked back to the waiting 
blade limousine that had 
brought him to the arena foam 
his home in Southington. The 
statement cleared up reports 
of Tyson severing his connec¬ 
tions with King. The promoter 
was not present He was in 
Florida because his wife, Hen¬ 
rietta, is ilL 



Tyson reads his 76-second statement, his first comments in public since his release from prison. In Cleveland yesterday 


Tyson, who is now 28. did 
not mention when he hopes to 
return to the ring for what 
could be a series of some of the 
richest bouts in the history of 
boxing. 

Tyson will probably have 
his first bout, an easy one to 
show the public that he has 



■ m m m 


not lost his old power, by the 
end of this year. It is thought 
that he will take six months to 
get back into gym trim. The 
most likely opponent is Peter 
McNedey, who is not expected 
to last more than a couple of 
rounds if anyone approximat¬ 
ing the old Tyson takes to the 
ring. 

The next opponent is likely 
to be Frans Botha, of South 
Africa. It is expected to be the 
first of tiie “mega-money 
fights" and could be staged in 
South Africa. That will proba¬ 
bly be followed by other soft 
bouts, one of which could bea 
world title bout against Frank 
Bruno. A contest with George 
Foreman could gross $100 
million and Tyson could be 
undisputed champion again 
by the end of 1996. 

Tyson's decision will come 
as a blow to King’s competi¬ 
tors. King has two champions 
under his control, Oliver 
McCall and the winner of the 
World Boxing Association 
championship bout between 
Tony Tucker and Bruce 
Seldom Riddick Bowe and 
Lennox Lewis wait their turn. 

Bowe, who is not rated by 
any of the world governing 


bodies, went with his manag¬ 
er, Rode Newman, to see 
Tyson in prison to sound him 
out about a match that could 
gross $200 million. The talks 
went well but Bowe, who has 
fallen out of favour with King 
for not joining him. may have 
to wait for anything up to two 
years. However, the public 
will demand the bout and it is 
bound to happen if nothing 


contract with Showtime, the 
American cable company. 

Tyson did not name his 
trainer, so it must be assumed 
that he will be George Benton, 
the man who has been en¬ 
gaged to train King's stable of 
boxers. But Bill Cayton, who 
used to be Tyson's manager, 
believes that Tyson, realising 
that be needs the old Cus 
D'Amato philosophy to find 


Nigel Benn's next opponent could be Richie WoodhaEL the 
Commonwealth and European nriddlewrigfocfaampion 
(Srikumar Sen writes). Mickey Duff WoodhalTs manager, is 
having talks with Frank Warren about matching the two on 
the world heavyweight tide bill in July when Frank Bruno 
meets the winner of the bout between Oliver McCall and 
Larry Holmes. WoodhaJJ could also try for the World Boxing 
Organisation title vacated by Steve Collins after his victory 
over Chris Eubank or the World Boxing COundJ crown held 
by Julian Jackson. 


untoward happens to Bowe in 
the meantime. 

While Tyson was injMison. 
King took care to see that 
Tyson would be rated 1 Nol 
after one bout by. the-three 
main world organisations. 
This would enable Tyson to 
unify the title quickly. King 
also lined up a $300 million 


his okl form, will call another 
press conference in another 
couple of weeks to announce 
the appointment of another 
trainer with the D'Amato con¬ 
nection, Steve Lotte. 

"No one knows Mike like 
Steve," Cayton said. “He 
looked after him and was 
always in his comer. He had 
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ACROSS 

I Shaping tool: cheat (6) 

5 Turn into (6} 

8 Collar fastener; breeding 
farm (4) 

9 Impudence (8) 

10 Wander (of river) (7) 

! 1 Tobacco for inhaling (5) 

13 Insidious intrusion, the orig¬ 
inal‘Greek gift* (IL5) 

16 Russian holiday home 15) 

18 MouldaHe: modem pay¬ 
ment method (7) 

21 First moon-landing mission 
(6-2) 

22 Bearing, manner (4) 

23 Short sleep (6) 

24 Toast; well condition (6) 


DOWN 

’ 2 Place of particular responsi- 
i bOity (3.4) 

>3 Portable chair. US car (5) 

4 Type of Protestant (8) 

5 Swelling; catch the boat 
i ahead (4) 

6 Holder of inquest (7) 

7 Distinctive (artistic) theme 

c? 

12 lmmature(8) 

14 Trie jealous Moor (7) 

15 Urgjpnt, demanding (7) 

17 Qutaring poplar (5) 

19 Brazilian dance (5) 

20 Rounoed. projecting foody) 
piece (4) 


Days of hit and myth are over 

P hysics: the only human Simon BantCS bowls along to the swinging matters in an odd country 

pursuit that can take us - - -—--- where hard fact and wild 

in half a dozen ques- debate that delivers some physical answers whimsy seem to overtap. 


DLUTION TO NO 433 

CROSS: 1 Appal 4 Buckram 8 Marmalade 9 Mug 
I Dug it Etiquette 12 Inept 13Radio 16Chartered 
j20Bug 21 Humiliate 22Sweater 23Gain 

OWN: 1 Aimed 2 Pirogue 3 Leave it at that 4 Brazil 
Chequered flag 6 Remit 7Mag}ieto 12 Incubus MDefi- 
rt is Primer 17 Argue 19 Green 
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£5.01 Pries jndude F&P(UK). Said cheques 
kh carder payable to Akom Lid. 51 Manor Lant, London SEI3 SQW, Delivery n. 8 
jys!T^OKf-SE 4575 (MM No credit cards. 


P hysics: the only human 
pursuit that can take us 
in half a dozen ques¬ 
tions from the fall of an apple 
to the mind of God. Or any 
other imponderable that you 
care to consider how the 
universe began; when it wfll 
end: and what Michael Ather¬ 
ton may have been doing with 
that cncket balL 
Yesterday, the Institute of 
Physics, during its annual 
congress ai Telford, gave itself 
up to tire physics of sport. 
There, amid talk of torque. lift 
co-efficient and Quid mechan¬ 
ics. surrounded by pleasant 
remarks like "and, of course, 
to get displacement yon divide 
by omega squared", we con¬ 
sidered. among many other 
matters, the plight of the 
dimpleless golf loll and the 
realities of reverse swing. 

Let’s get physical, then. One 
of cricket's myths — and their 
name is legion — is that 
nobody has ever been able to 
explain why a cricket ball 
swings. Nonsense. Dr Rabin- 

dra Mebta is perfectly able to 
explain it aim. as a bonus, 
whether ball tampering 
works: “Oh, you bet it works." 

It is all to da with the air 
around the baft, whether it is 
laminar or turbulent, ff you 
can create a differential be¬ 
tween these fo, if you can 


“trip the boundary layer”, as 
Mehta has it, you wfll makp a 
cricket ball swing. 

To roughen one side of the 
ball is one way of tripping that 
boundary layer. In other 
words, reverse swing works. 
And it has nothing to dti' with 
the myth of making one side 
of the ball heavier. 

"The Atherton business," 
Mehta began. "The naughty 
thought occurred to me that 
positive roughness is just as 
effective as negative rough¬ 
ness." In other words, sticking 
bits onto a ball is just as good 
as scraping bits off Sticking 
dirt on a ball scratching it 
with a bottle top — both work. 

The advantage of dirt is 
that, once the ball has been 
bowled, the evidence vanish¬ 
es. "But 1 can't say that was 
what Atherton was doing." 
Mehta, who is a consultant to 
die Test and County Cricket 
Board as well as a physicist at 
Stanford University in Cali¬ 
fornia, added. “I haven't 
talked to him." Biographical 
detail*. Mehta used to open the 
bawling far Worcester Royal 
Grammar School with a chap 
called Imran Khan. 


Another of the myths that 
Mehta squashed was that of 
late swing. A cricket ball 
swings evenly throughout its 
flight he said. The illusion of 
late swing is simply a ques¬ 
tion of the batsman's percep¬ 
tion. The more the bowler 
bowls wicket to wicket the 
later the batsman perceives 
lateral movement 
Extraordinary. And the day 
was foil of stun like that A 
party of very politic beards, 
gathering to discuss serious 

Perfect Kfothjnai'X'CS.. 

tscksf , »' l fades, s\»«s 
eft; o*e small problem-- 
it's just" too b'^ 9 of 

^ hole 



matters in an odd country 
where hard fan and wild 
whimsy seem to overtap. 

It is odd how golf has struck 
up so warm a relationship 
with physics, an emphatic 
contrast to cricket Money 
available for research might 
just have something to do 
with it but perhaps golf has 
an obsession with solutions. 

Back to fluid mechanics 
and boundary layers: hit a 
normal, dimpled golf ball 
with your bet shot and it 
goes, say, 250 yards; play the 
same shot with a dimple-free 
ball and it goes just 60 yards. 

The aerodynmics of the 
bfeyde. The first 90 degrees of 
the golf swing. Modelling for 
an improved cricket bat 

Cricket holds its myths very 
dear. Perhaps it prefers that it 
should be forever unex¬ 
plained. rather than pared of 
ambiguity in the laboratory. 
So let us demolish a modem, 
rather than an ancient myth. 
The weight of a cricket bad is 
relatively unimportant What 
counts is bat speed. Wristy 
shots with whiplash hands 
are physically as effective as 
any shot with a 41b blaster. 

Final thought Two things 
die intellectual takes pride in: 
ignorance of sport and igno¬ 
rance of all science, especially 
physics. Why? 
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visited Mike many times in 
prison and kept up a regular 
correspondence with him. He 
wrote him over 400 letters. I 
believe in a couple of weeks 
he'll announce he’s called in 
Steve.” 

During his training, Tyson 
will also have to keep in mind 
his probation officer, Dennis 
Almasi, who will be seeing 
that he keeps to the constraints 
placed on him by the court 
during die probation period of 
four years. Almasi said he was 
forbidden by law to talk about 
Tyson’s case or to have any 
relationship with hint beyond 
a professional one. But he said 
Tyson will get no special 
treatment The Muslim influ¬ 
ence cm Tyson should help 
him to re-establish himself in 
the eyes of the law and his 
supporters. 

Matthew Saad Muham¬ 
mad, a former light-heavy¬ 
weight champion who 
attended the news conference, 
said how fast Tyson can get 
back into fighting shape “de¬ 
pends on his sincerity. It 
may take six months, h may 
take three months and it 
depends on who he’s going to I 
fight" 


Power man 
Brownlee 
expecting to 
row in spite 
of sickness 

By Mike Roseweu. 

CAMBRIDGE failed to 
appear for their 8am outi ng 
yesterday and their absence 
was subsequently explained 
when the crew rowed at noon 
with a substitute, Nick Smith, 
replacing Scott Brownlee, the 
New Zealand international 
and one of their undoubted 
power men. 

Brownlee had been ill dur¬ 
ing the night with sickness 
and diarrhoea and Robin Wil¬ 
liams, the coach, dedded to let 
him rest Williams believes 
the New Zealander may have 
swallowed some water from 
the spray during the row 
against Goldie in sea-like con¬ 
ditions on Wednesday. His 
crew-mates are not affected. 

Cambridge replaced the 
missed early session with a 
quiet evening paddle, but 
again without Brownlee. “He 
is better," Williams said, "but 
we are being sensible," a view 
presumably supported by 
Mark Brownlee, a New Zea¬ 
land Olympian in Mexico and 
Tokyo, who arrived yesterday 
to see his son race on Satur¬ 
day. There seems to be little 
doubt at present however, 
that Brownlee will earn his 
Blue in die 141st Boat Race. 

In the midday outings, both 
crews received instructions on 
the stake boat starts from die 
race umpire, Lynton Rich¬ 
mond, Oxford’s President in 
1985. Oxford went first and 
undertook two starts, one of 20 
strokes and (me of 30 strokes. 

Both were clean. Cam¬ 
bridge followed, also with two 
starts and did 30 strokes and a 
foil minute. Oxford rated mar¬ 
ginally higher but direct com¬ 
parisons on speed were 
difficult since Cambridge had 
a stronger tide and slightly 
more wind. If anything Ox¬ 
ford had the edge on the day. 

Richmond considered the 
starts to be satisfactory. “They 
were steady away with no sign 
of early jumping." He did, 
however, express some con¬ 
cern after die coxes, Russell 
Slatford for Cambridge and 
AJbbie Chapman for Oxford, 
completed the ritual of driving 
launches over the whole 
course with Slatford on Mid¬ 
dlesex and Chapman on 
Surrey. 

“If the stations are reversed 
on the day, I could have my 
work cut out" he said. "Cam¬ 
bridge tend to be Middlesex 
biased." 

TODAY'S OUTINGS: Oxford: aam and 
noon. Cambridge: San and ipm 


Suspension 

rules Bruce 
out of Cup 

semi-final 
with Palace 

By Peter Bali- 

MANCHESTER United *^] 
play their FA Cup sem ‘3T 
against Crystal Palace worn- 
out Steve Bruce, their C 3 ptam. 
Bruce received a nvo-game 
ban when he appeared oemre 
the FA disciplinary commis¬ 
sion yesterday, and he wui 
miss the FA Carling 
ship match with Leeds Unjtefl 
on Sunday and the semHmai 
the following weekend. 

Bruce was banned ano 
fined £750 under the totting" 
up process after reaching -* 1 
points. Things might have 
been worse for the defender 
as Ian Wright and Terry 
Huriock received four-match 
bans recently, but the com¬ 
mission took his previously 
excellent disciplinary record 
into account. He has been 
booked only 28 times in 334 
appearances. 

“It’s disappointing to miss 
the semi-final, but I was 
relieved the ban was not 
heavier,” Bruce said. “Even 
so. 1 had hoped to get away 
with a one-match ban 
because, until this season and 
the new refereeing interpreta¬ 
tion, my record was good. 

“I*ve been caught out a bit 
this season, but none of my 
cards have been for really 
violent or nasty play. I’m not a 
dirty player and it seems 
tough to miss a big cup semi¬ 
final" 

Bruce was accompanied by 
Alex Ferguson, the United 
manager, and a video of 
United's matches to support 
his contention. The ban will 
add to United'S growing prob¬ 
lems for the semi-final- Andy 
Cole is cup-tied, Eric Cantona 
is suspended and David May, 
Brace's natural replacement, 
is injured. 

Paul Parker is back in 
training after missing most of 
the season with an ankle 
injury, but he has yet to play 
for the reserves; pitching him 
into a semifinal would repre¬ 
sent a risk. Instead, Roy 
Keane is likely to play as Gary 
PalUstert partner at centre 
half, with Gary Neville or Lee 
Sharpe; who wfll the game 
against Leeds because of sus¬ 
pension, at full back. 

□ England and Ireland offici¬ 
als yesterday admitted that 
there is no chance this season 
of a rematch between the 
countries to compensate for 
the riot-wrecked fixture in 
Dublin last month. 

Artless England, page 36 


IF THE PRICE OF CARS BUILT 
SIHCE 1985 HAD KEPT PACE WITH 
HEWLETT-PACKARD BUSINESS 
SERVERS. A NEW 1.6 LITRE FORD 
ESCORT WOULD NOW COST 


ST 


■ohi Hewlett-Packard K-Clats servers. 
Announced tkls week. 
Incredible prke/perform ■nee. 


Cell for oar Briefing Document. 


Morse Data 

Profile West, 950 Great Wet Road, 
Bmnford. Mkfcbt 0181-232 8000. 
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